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DECLINE AND FALL 

OF THE 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 


CHAP. LVI. 

The Saracens j Franks and Greeks^ in ltnly.-*-^First Adven^ 
turrs and Settlement of the Normans-~Character and 
Conquests of Hobert Guiscard, Duke of Apulia* — Deli^ 
verance of Sicily by his Brother Roger. ^ Fictories of 
Robtrt over the Emperors of the East and It est.—^Roger^ 
King of Sicily^ invades Africa and G recce. -^The Empe* 
for Manuel Coumenus. — Wars of the Greeks and Nor^ 
mam.^Extinctiou of the Normans* 

T 

A H E three great nations of the world, the Greeks, the 
Saracens, and the Frai.ks, encountered each other on the 
theatre of Italy The southern provinces, which now com- 
pose the kingdom of Naples, were subject, for the most part, 
to the Lombard dukes and princes of Beneventumf; so 


* For the g:eiiera1 liiRtory of Italy in the ixth and xth centurie*?, I may pro- 
perly refer to the vth, vith and vuih boohs of Si«yonius de Regno Italigp (m the 
second volume of his works, Mil in, 1732)’, the Baronins, with the 

Criticism of P^gi , the viith and viiith books of the Istoria Civile del Rei^tK. di 
Napolivof Giannone the viith and vii th volumes (the octavo edition) of the 
Auiiali d'ltalia of Miirafori, and the 2d volume of the Abrei^e Chronologiqiie 
of M de St. Marc, a work which, under a SM^^erficial tit it, contains much 
genuine leai niiig and industi v But iny long accustomed reader will give me 
Credit for saying, that 1 nnst lf have asce.idcd to the fouiuain-h^ ad, as often as 
such ascent could be cither profitable or possible ; and that I have diligently 
turned ovei the originals in the first volumes of Muiaton's gi eat collection of 
the f^oipfore^ H^um It^licunun. 

*t Camillo Pellegrino, a bMi’ icd Cabman of the last cent iiry, has illustrated 
the history of the (bitchy of ni ventum, iti his two books, Historia Principum 
Longobardorum, in the Scriptores of Mnratoii, tom. ii. pars i. p, 221— 34St 
and tom .V p. 159—245. 

VoL. Vill. B 
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powerful in war, that they checked for a moment the genius 
of Ch»nrleinagne ; so liberal in peace, that they maintained 
in their capital an academy of thirty-two philosophers and 
grammarians. The division of this flourishing state produ- 
ced the rival principalities of Benevento, Salerno, and 
Capua; and the thoughtless ambition or revenge of the com^ 
petitprs invited the Saracens to the ruin of their common 
inheritance. Duiing a calamitous [)eiiod of two hundred 
years, Italy was exposed to a repetition of wounds, which 
the invaders were not capable of healing by the union and 
tranquility of a perfect conquest. Tlieir frequent and al- 
most annual squadrons issued from tlie port of Palermo, anj} 
were entertained with too much indulgence by the Christians 
of Naples; the moie formidable fleets were prepared on the 
African coast ; and even the Aiahs of Andalusia were sOuie- 
times tempted to assist or oppose the Moslems of an adverse 
sect. In the revolution of human events, a new ambuscade 
w^as concealed in the Caudine forks, tlie fields of Cannae 
were bedewed a second time with tl:e blood of the Africans, 
and the sovereign of Rome again attacked or defended the 
walls of Capua and I’arentum. A colony of Saracens bad 
been planted at Baii, winch commands the entrance of the 
Adriatic Gulf ; and their impartial depredations provoked the 
resentment, and conciliated the union, of the two emperors. 
An oflcnsive alliance was concluded between Basil the Mace- 
donian, the Hist of his race, and Lewis, the great-grandson 
of Charlemagne*; and each party supplied the deficiencies, 
of his associate. It would have been impiudent in the 
Byzantine monarch to traosport his stationary troops of Asia 
to an Italian campaign; and the Latin aims would have 
been insufficient, if his supeiior navy had not occupied the 
mouth of tlie Gulf. The fortress of Bari was invested by the 
infantry of the Franks, and by the cavalry and gallies of the 
Greeks ; and , after a defence of four years, the Arabian emir 
submitted to the clemency of Lewis, who commanded in per- 
son the operations of the siege. This important conquest 
bad been atchieved by the concord of the East and West; 
but their recent amity was soon embittered by the mutual 

I V 

^ Soe Constantin* PTophyrogen. de Tbematibus, 1. ii. c. xu in Vit, Basil, c. 55. 

p. 181. 
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complaints of jealousy and pride. The Ureek« assuihed'as 
then* own the merit of the conquest and the pomp of ^he 
triumph ; extolled the greatness of their powers, and affected 
to deiide the intemperance and sloth of the handful of Bar- 
barians who appealed under the banneis of the Carlovingian 
prince. His reply is exjuessed with the eloquence of indig- 
nation and truth : ‘‘ We confess the magnitude of yourpre- 
says the great grandson of Charlemagne. Your 
armies weie indeed as numerous as a cloud of summer 
locusts, who darken the day, flap their wings, ^nd, after a 
short dight, tumble weary and breathless to the ground. 
Like them, ye sunk after a feeble effort ; ye were vanquish- 
^ by youi own cowardice; and withdrew from the scene 
of action to injure and despoil our Christian subjects of 
" ^le Sclavonian coast. We were f^w in number, and why 
were we few ? because, after a tedious expectation of your 
** arrival, I had dismissed my host, and retained only a cho- 
sen band of warriors to continue the blockade of the city. 
If they indulged their hospitable feasts in the face of dan- 
ger and deatii, did these feasts abate the vigour of their 
enterprise ? Is it by your fasting that the wails of Bari have 
h^eii overturned r Did not these valiant I'ranks, dimi- 
nished as they weie by languor and fatigue, inteiccpt and 
vanquish the three most pow^erful emirs of the Saracens ? 
and did not their defeat precipitate ihp fall of the city ? 
Bari is now fallen ; Tareiitum tremhjes ; Calabria will be 
delivered ; and, if we command the sea, the island of 
Sicily may be rescued fioin the hands of the infidels. My 
brother, (a name most offensive to the vanity of the Greek,) 
accelerate your naval succours^i respect your allies, and dis- 
trust your flatterers 

These lofty hopes were soon extinguished by the death of 
Lewis, and the decay of the Carlovingian house; and whoever 
might deserve the honour, the Greek emperors, Basil, and 
his son Leo, secured the advantage, of the reduction of Bail. 
The Italians of Apulia and Calabria were persuaded or com- 
pelled to acknowledge their sapremacy, and an ideal line froia\ 

* The oric^inal epistle of the emperor Lewis II. to the emperor Basil, acuri- 
ous record of the a^e, was first published by Baronius (Aimal. Eccies. A. D. 
871. No. 51 — 71.), from the Vatican MS. of £^cUeoi{»«rt, or rather of the auo-i 
tiymotts historian Salerno. 

B 2 
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mount Garganus to the bay of Salerno, leaves the far greater 
part oi the kingdom of Naples under the dominion of the 
eastern empire. Beyond that line, the dukes or republics of 
Amaifi * and Naples, who had never forfeited their voluntary 
allegiance, rejoiced in the neighhouihood of their lawful 
sovereign; and Amalfi wa§ enriched by supplying Europe 
with the produce and manufactures of Asia. But the Lom- 
bard punces of Bcnevcnto, Salerno, and Capua 
reluctantly loin from the communion of the Latin world, 
and too often violated their oatiis of seivitude and tribute. 
The city of Bari rose to dignity and wealth, as the inetropo- 
Jis of the new theme or province of Lombaidy ; the title of 
patrician, and afterwards the singular name of CatapUn'X^ 
was assigned to the supreme governor ; and the policy bolli 
of the chuich and state was modelled in exact subordinat’.Dii 
to the throne of Constantinople. As long as the sceptre wai 
disputed by the piincesof Italy, their effoits weie feeble and 
adverse ; and the Greeks resisted or eluded the forces of Ger- 
nianyj, which descended from the Alps under the Imperial 
standard of the Oihos. The fiist and gieatest of those Saxon 
pniues was compelled to relinquish the siege of Baii; the 
second, after the loss of his stoutest bishops and barons, 
escaped with iionour fiom the bloody field of Ciotona, On 
that day the scale of war was turned against the Franks by 
the valour of the Saracens §. These corsaiis liad wideed 


^ Sec an excellent disserlation dc Republica Amalplutanri, in tlie Appendix 
(p \ — 42 ) of Henry Bieiicmau's Hibtoria Paiidcctaruni (Tiajecti ad llhenuin, 
1722, in 4to) 

You* master, savs Nieephorus, has given aid and protection principibui 
Capnaiio et Beneveiilano, stivis meis, qnos oppugnave dispono Nova 

(potias not(t) res cst quod eoruin paties et avi nostro Itupeno tiibuta dedeiunt 
(Lnitprand, in Legat p 484 ) S lenio is not in» ntioneu, yet the pnnee 
rbanged his paity about the same time, and Cannllo Pellegiino (Script. Her. 
It.il. tom 11 . pars 1 p. 285 ) has iiicdv discerned tins elniugr in the style of the 
anonymous chronicle On the rational gionnd of history and laiigua;>e, 
Liutprand (p 480 ) had asseKed the Latin claim to Ajnilia and Qilabiia. 

J See the Greek and Latin Glossaries of Dii Cange (KaTSTrayw, cataparmfi)^ 
and his notes on the Alexias (p 273 ). Against thecontv mpoiary notion m Inch 
derives it fr<>m Kar* 'nroti, juxta omne, lie treats it as a corruption of the Latin 
eapuaneus Yet M. d< St. Marc has accurately obseived (Abiege Cluonologi- 
qiie, tom 11 p 924 ), that in this agt the capitaiiei were not captains^ but only 
nobles of the first laok, the great valvassorsof Italy 

^ Ov p.QVQv axpijSw? trtTccyfAtvm to Toierov vmvyotye to e9vog 

(the Lombaids), aXXa xa» ^r.cxfjt.tyoi, itui Kxi 

fvtetttuf TS TOK VT^oirif^OfjLSvoi^ xxt rrjy iXstOepiav xvroig motervi^ re 

Tb/y ^opo^o-ynco.’f (Leon. Tactic, c xv. p. 741.). 

The little Chronicle of Beueventum (tom. li. pars i. p. 280.) gives a far different 
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been driven by the Byzantine fleets from the fortresses and 
coasts of Italy ; but a sense of interest was more prevalent 
than superstition or resentment, and the caliph of Egypt 
had transported forty thousand Moslems to the aid of his 
Christian ally. The successors of Basil amused themselves 
with tlie belief, that the conquest of Lombardy had been 
atchieved, and was still picserved by the justice of their laws, 
virtues of their ministers, and the gratitude of a people 
whom they had rescued from anarcliy and oppression. A 
seiies of rebellions might dart a ray ol truth into the palace 
of Constantinojile ; and the illusions of flattery were dis- 
pelled by the easy and rapid success of the Norman 
acl^nturers. 

The revolution of human aflairs had produced in Apulia 
and Calabria, a melancholy contrast Ij^tween the age of Py- 
thagoiasand the tenth century of the Christian aera. At the 
former period, the coast of Great Greece (as it was then 
styled) was planted with free and opulent cities : these cities 
weic peopled with soldiers, artists, and philosophers ; and the 
military strength of Tarentum, Sybaris», or Ciotona, was not 
inferior to that of a poweiful kingdom. At the secoixj sera, 
these oncc-flourisliing provinces were clouded with ignorance, 
impoverished by tyianny, and depopulated by Baibaiian war; 
nor we severely accuse the exaggeration of a contempo- 
rary, that a fair unci ample distiict was leduced to the same 
dcbolation which had covered the earth after the general 
fleluge^. Among the hostilities of the Arabs, the JFi an ks, 
and the Greeks, in the southern Italy, T shall select two or 
three anecdotes expicss^ivc of their national manners. 1, It 
was the amusement of the Saracens to profane, as well as to 
pillage, the monasteries and Churches. At the siege of Saler- 
no, a Musulmaii chief spread his couch on the communion- 
table, and /)n that altar sacrificed each night the virginity of 
a Christian nun. As he wrestled with a reluctant maid, a 
beam in the roof was accidentally or dextrously thrown 


character of the Greeks during the fire years (A. D. 891 — S 96 ) that Leo was 
master of the city 

♦ Cklabriam adeunt. eamquc inter sedivisam reperientesfuiidUusdcpopulati 
s«it (or depopularuntii ita ut deserta sit relut in dilnvio. Such is the text of 
Herempert, or Eichcropert, according to the two editions of Carraccioli (Rer. 
Italic. Script, tom. v. p. 23.) and Cainiilo Pellegrino (tom. ii. parsi. p. 240.}. 
Both were extremely scarce, when they were reprinted by Muratori. 
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4own on his head.;^and the death oF the lustful emir wa« 
imputed to the wpatli of Christ, which was at length awaken^ 
ed to the defence of his faithful spouse*. 2. The Saracens 
besieged the cities of Beneventum and Capua : after a vain 
appeal to the successors of Charlemagne, the Lombards im- 
plored the clemency and aid of the Gieek emperor A 
fearless citizen dropt from the wall, passed the intrcnchments, 
accomplished his commission, and fell into the hands4^ tW 
Barbarians, as he was returning with the welcome dews. 
They commanded him to assist their enterprise, and deceive 
his countrymen, with the assurance that wealth and honours 
should be the reward of his falsehood, and that his sincer^v 
would be punished with immediate death. He affected to 
yield, but as soon as he was conducted within hearing of the 
Christians on the rampart, Fi lends and brethren,’* he cfjHed 
with a loud voice, be bold and patient, maintain the city : 
your sovereign is informed of your distress, and your deli- 
verers are at hand. I know my doom, and commit iny 
wife and children to your gratitude.** The rage of the 
Arabs confirmed his evidence; and tlie self-devoted patriot 
was Ifanspierced with an bundled spears. He deserves to 
live in the memory of the virtuous ; but tl>e repetition of the 
same story in ancient and modern times, may sprinkle some 
doubts on the reality of this generous deed J. S, Tlie recital 
of the third incident may provoke a smile amidst the horrors 
of war. Theobald, marquis of Camerino and Spoleto^, 

* Baronius (Annal. Errlea. A. D. 874 Np 2 ) has drawn this story fiotn a 
IVTS. of Enherapert, who died at Capua only fifteen yeais after the event. But 
the cardinal was tleceived by a false title, and we ran only quote the anonymous 
Chronicle of Salerno (Paralipomeua, c 110 ), coin]>osed towards the end of the 
xth century, and published in the second volume of Aluratoji’s Collection. See 
the Dissertations ofCamillo Pellegnno (tom ii. pars i. 23 I-— 281 , &c. 

f Constantine Porphyi ogenitus (in Vit Basil c 38 . p. 183 ) i& the original 
author of this story. He places it undei the icigns of Basil and Lewis II ; 
yet the reduction of Bcueveatum by the Greeks is dated A. 891 , after the 
decease of both of those priocee. 

J In the year 663 , the same tragedy is described by Paul the Deacon (dc 
Gestis Laiigobard. I. v c. 7, 8. p. 870, 871. edit. Grot ), under the walls of the 
same city of Benevcntuio. But the actors are different, and the guilt is impu- 
ted to the Greeks thenaselTes, which in the Byzantine edition is applied to the 
Saracens. In the late war in Germany, M. d'Aasas, a French officer of the 
regiment of Auvergne, w said to have devoted himself in a similar manner. 
His behaviour ki the intHre heroic, as mere silence uas reqnired by the ^memy 
who bad made him prisoner (Voitaire, Siecle de Loi^a XV. c. 33 . tom. 
p 17 S? ). <• 

^ Theobald, who is styled Iferos by Liutprand, was properly duke of Spo- 
leto and marquis of Camerino, from thr year 926 to 9.35. The titlp and office 
of marquis (commander of the march or frontiei ) was introduced into Italy by 
the French emperors (Abveje Chrouologique, tom. 11. p 645 -— 732, &.c ). 
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Supported the rebels of.Benevenium; arid his wanton ,cruH- 
ty was not incompatible in that age with the character of a« 
hero. His captives of the Greek nation or party were cas- 
trated without mercy, and the outrage was aggravated by a 
cruel jest, that he wished to present the emperor with a sup- 
ply of eunuchs, the most precious ornaments of the Byzan- 
tine court. The garrison of a castle had been clefeatedjin a 
"??!]Iy, tfnd the prisoners were sentenced to the customary 
operation. But the sacrifice was disturbed by the intrusion 
of a frantic female, wlio, with bleeding cheeks, dishevelled 
hair, and importunate clamours, compelled the marquis to 
Jjjjtmi to her complaint. Is it thus,” she cried, ye mag- 
nanimous heroes, that ye wage war against women, against 
women who have never injured ye, and whose only arms 
fhe the distaff and the loom?*’ #Theobald denied the 
charge, and protested, tliat, since the Amazons, he had not 
heaid of a female war. “ And how,** she furiously ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ can you attack us more directly, how can you 
“ wound us in a more vital pait, than by robbing our hus- 
bands of what we most dearly cherish, the source of our 
joys, and the hope of our posterity ? The plunder 0f our 
flocks and herds I have endured without a murmur, but 
“ tilis fatal injury, this irreparable loss, subdues my patience, 
and calls aloud on the justice of heaven and earth.” A 
general laugh applauded her eloquence ; the savage Franks, 
inaccessible to pity, were moved by her ridiculous, yet rational 
despaii ; and with the deliverance of the captives she ob- 
tained the restitution of her effects. As she returned in 
triumph to the castle, she was overtaken by a messenger, to 
inquiie, in the name of Theobald, what punishment should 
be inflicted on her husband, were he again taken in arms? 
Should such,” she answered without hesitation, be his 
guilt and misfortune, he has eyes, ind a nose, and hands 
and feet. These are his own, and these he may deserve to 
forfeit by his personal offences. But let my lord be 
pleased to spare what his little handmaid presumes to claim 
as her peculiar and lawful property*.’* 

0 ^ Lhitprand, Hist.tl. iv. e. ir. in the Rerum Italic. Script, tom. i. part 
p 453, 454. Should the hceotiousnesf of the tale be questioned, I m&y oxclmm 
with poor Sterne, that it is hard if I may not transcribe with caution, whlita 
bishop could write witboat scrup’e ! What if 1 had translated, ut Fills certetTi 
teaticulos axnputarc, in quibus uostii corporis refocillatio, &c. ? 
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The establisliment of the Normans in the kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily *, is an event mo.t romantic in its origin, 
and in its consequences most important both to Italy and the 
Eastern empire. The broken provinces of the Greeks, Lom- 
bards, and Saracens, were exposed to every invadei, and 
every sea and land were invaded by the adventurous spirit of 
the Scandinavian pirates. After a long indulgence of rapine 
and slaughter, a fair and ample territory was accepted, occiT- 
pied, and named, by the Normans of France ; they renounced 
their gods for the God of the Cfiristians f ; and the dukes 
of Normandy acknowledged themselves the vassals of tlie 
successors of Charlemagne and Capet. The spvage 
ness which they had brought from the snowy mountains of 
Norway, was refined, without being coriuptcd, in a warmer 
climate; the compant*)ns of Rollo insensibly mingled with 
the natives; they imbibed the manners, language and 
gallantry, of the French nation ; and, in a martial age, the 
Normans might claim the palm of valour and glorious at- 
chievements. Of the fashionable superstitions, they em- 
braced with ardour the pilgrimages of Rome, Italy, and the 
Holy=*Land. In this active devotion, tlieir minds and bodies 
were invigorated by exercise : danger was the incentive, 
novelty the rccompence ; and the prospect of the world was 
decorated by wonder, credulity, and ambitious hope. Tliey 
confederated for their mutual defence ; and the robbers of 
the Alps, who had been allured by the garb of a pilgiim. 


♦ The original tnonuments of the Normans in Italy are collected in the 
Ttb volume of Murat oil, and ainoujij these wc iiiRy distinc;uish the poem of 
William Apiiius (p 245—278 )and the history of Galfridus {Jeffrey) Malater- 
ra (p. 537— ■607 ). Both were natives of France, hut they wrote on the spot, 
in the age of the first coiiqiieiors (before A. D. 1100 ), and with the sjMi it of 
freemen. It is needless to recapitulate the compilers and critics of Italian 
history, Sigomus, Baionius, Pagi, Gianiioiic, Miiratoii, St. Marc, nhom I 
have always consulted, and never copied. 

t Some of the first convefts were baptized ten or twelve timos, for the sake 
of the white garment usually given at this ceremony. At thefuaeial of Rollo, 
the gifts to monasteries for the repose of his soul w ere accompanied by a sacri- 
fice of one hundred captives. But m a generation or two, the national chango 
was pure and general 

X The Danish language was still spoken by the Normans ofBayenx on the 
•ea-coast, at a tmie( A. D. 940 ) when it was already forgotten at Rouen, in 
the court and capital Quein (Richard I.) confestim pater Baiocas mittens 
Botom militioesua' principinutriendum tradidit, iit, ubi linrrua erndit ns IHriico, 
•uis exterisque honiinibus seiret apert^ dare responsa (Wilhelm Gemeticen^'S 
de Ducibus Normannis, I. lii c. 8. p. 63 ^. edit Camden). Of the vernacular 
and favourite idiom of William the Conqueror (A D. 103 . 5 .) Seldeii (Opera, 
tom. ii. p 1640—1656.) has given a specimen, obsolete and pbscure even to 
antiquaiians and lawyers. 
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|wei*e often chastised by the arm o^f a warrior. lii one of 
these pious visits to the cavern of mount Garganus inApuIiat 
which had been sanctified by the apparition of the archangel 
Michael they were accosted by a stranger in the Greek 
habit, but who soon revealed himself as a rebel, a fugitive, 
and a mortal foe of the Greek empire. His name W'as Melo; 
a noble citizcii of Bari, who, after an unsuccessful revolt, 
^3 coitlpelled to seek nevr allies and avengers of his coun- 
try. Tiie bold appearance of the Normans revived his hopes 
and solicited his confidence ; they listened to the complaints, 
and still more to the promises, of the patriot. The assurance 
of ^wealth demonstrated ilie justice of his cause; and they 
viewed, as the inheritance of the brave, the fruitful land 
which was oppressed by effeminate tyrants. On their return 
to Normandy, they kindled a spark ^f enterprise; and a 
small but intrepid band was freely associated for the deliver- 
ance of Apulia. They passed the Alps by separate roads, and 
in the disguise of pilgiims; but in the neighbourhood of 
Rome they were saluted by the chief of Bari, who supplied 
the more indigent with arms and horses, and instantly led 
them to the field of action. In the first conflict their valour 
prevailed ; but in the second engagement they were over- 
whelmed by the numbers and military engines of the Greeks, 
and indignantly retreated with their faces to the enemy. 
The unfoitunate Melo ended his life, a suppliant at the court 
of Geimany: Ins Norman followers, excluded from their 
native and their promised land, wandered among the hills 
and vallies of Italy, and earned their daily subsistence by 
the sword. To that formidable sword, the princes of Capua, 
Beneventum, Salerno, and Naples, alternately appealed in 
their domestic quarrels; the superior spirit and discipline of 
the Normans gave victory to the side which they espoused; 
and their cautious policy observed the balance of power, lest 
the preponderance of any rival fetate should render their aid 
less important and their service less profitable. Their first 
asylum was a strong camp in the depth of the marshes of 

♦ jke Leandro Allicrti (Dcscriziooc djltalia, p S50.) and Baronuis (A. D. 
4i3, No. 43.). If thetarchangel inherited the temple uikd hradc, perhapa the 
cavern, of old Chalcliaa the aootbsayir (Strab. Geograph. 1 vi p. 435, 430.^, 
the Catholics (on thia occasion) have surpassed the Gieekt in the elegidKii of 
their superstition. 

Voi. vni. 
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Car^piknia ; but they were soon endowed by the lib^ality of 
the duke of Naples with a more plentiful and permanent 
*>eat. Eight miles from his residence, as a bulwark against 
Capua, the towm of Aversa was built and fortified for their 
use ; and they enjoyed as their own^ the corn and fruits, the 
meadows and groves, of that fertile district. The r^^ort of 
their success attracted every year new swarm« of pilgrims 
anti soldiers;, the poor were urged by necessity; .the ri*?!i 
were excited by hope ; and the brave and active spirits of 
Normandy were impatient of ease and ambitious of renown* 
The independent standard of Aversa ajffbrded shelter and 
encouragement to the outlaws of the province,^ to every f^i- 
five who had escaped from the injustice or justice 6r hia^ 
superiors ; and these foreign associates were quickly assimi- 
lated in manners and language to the Gallic colony. -The 
first leader of the Normans was count Rainulf; and, in the 
origin of society, preeminence of rank is the reward and the 
proof of superior merit*. 

Since the conquest of Sicily by the Arabs, the Grecian* 
emperors had been anxious to regain that valuable possession^ 
but their efforts, however strenuous, had been opposed by 
the distance and the sea. Their costly armaments, after a 
gleam of success, added new pages of calamity and disgrace 
tx> the J3yzuniine annals : twenty thousand of their best 
trooj)s were lost in a Cringle expedition; and the victorious 
Moslems deiided the policy of a natioiiy which cntiusted 
eunuchs not only with the custody of their women, but with 
the command of their men f. After a reign of two hundred 
years, the Saracens were ruined by their divisions J. The 
emir disclaimed the authority of the king of Tunis; the 
people rose against the emir; the cities wxre usurped by the 

* See the 1st book of Williara Apuhis. His wprds are appUcabl^ to everp 
swai’iu of Barbarians and ficebooters : 

Si viciaormn quis pfmUtosus ad illos 
ConfuRiehat, eum pratanter suscipiebant ; 

IVloribtis et ling:n^ qiioscnmqne yeuire videbant 
liiforiuaiit propri& ^ geiis eIBciatar ut una. 

And elsewhere, of the native adreiitniiers of Normandy; 

Pars paret, exi^ae vel opes aderant quia nullae ; 

Para, quia de ma^nis mnjom anhire volebant. ,, 

t Litttprand in Legatione, p. 4 SS. Pagi has illustrated tliit event fi-om 
MS history of the d^con Leo (tom. iv.«l. D. Qfir*, No. 17—19 ). 

1,.^^ the ArohiiiD' Chroniele of Sicily, apu4 Miiriilm Sci'i|rt;. 
loui. i. p. 253. 
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ciliefs; each meaner rebel was indoftendent in his Village or 
castle; and the weaker of two rival brothers implored the 
friendship of the Christians. In every service of danger th^ 
Normans were prompt and useful : and five hundred knights, 
or warriors on horseback, were enrolled by Arduin, the agent 
and interpreter of the Greeks, under the standard of Maniaces, 
governor of Lombardy. Before their landing, the brothers 
reconciled ; the union of Sicily and Africa was restoi^d; 
and the island was guaided to the water's edge. The Nor- 
mans led the van, and the Arabs of Messina felt the valour 
of an untried foe. In a second action, the emir of Syracuse 
\yasun horsed and transpierced by the iron arm of William 
of Tlanteville. In a third engagement, his iutiepid compa- 
nions discomfitted the host of sixty thousand Saracens, and 
left^the Greeks no more than the ]al|^ur of the pursuit : a 
splendid victoiy ; butof which the pen of the historian may 
divide the merit with the lance of the Normans. It is, how- 
ever, true, that they essentially promoted the success of Ma- 
niaces, who reduced thiiteen cities, and the gi eater part of 
Sicily, under the obedience of the emperor. But his military 
fame was sullied by ingratitude and tyianny. In the division of 
the spoil, tlicdeserts of his brave auxiliaries were forgotten: and 
neither their avarice nor their pride could brook this injurious 
treatment. They complained, by the mouth of their interpret- 
er: their complaint was disregarded; their interpreter was 
scourged; the sufferings were the insult and resentment 
belonged to whose sentiments he had delivered. Yet 
they dissembled till they had obtained or stolen a safe passage 
to the Italian continent : their brethren of Aversa sfympathised 
in their indignation, and the province of Apnlia was invaded 
as the* forfeit of the debt*. About twenty years after the 
first emigration, the Normans took the field with no more 
than seven liundred horse and five hundred fqot; and after 
the recall of the Byzantine legions t from the Sicilian war, 

^ Jeffrey IVf aUterra, who relatea the SicUUn war, and the conquest of Apulia 
( 1 . i. c. 7, 8, 9 19.). The same events are described by Cedrenus (tom. ii. 
p. 741 — ^743. 755, 756.) and iZonaras (tom. ii. p. 237, 238 ); and the Greeks 
**e so hardened to disgrace, that their narratives are impartial etiough. 

±^edrenus specifies the of the Obsequiem (Fbry^ia), and the 

of^he Thracesians ( Lydia j coosuk Cpnatantiiie de Tjj^matibas, i. 3, 4. with 
Belisle's map) ; and afterwards names Pisidians ana Lycanniaui with,ibA 
fttderati. 

C2 • 
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their numbers are magnified to the amount of threescore 
thousand men. Their herald proposed the option of battle 
or retreat; of battle/’ was the unanimous cry of the Nor- 
mans ; and one of their stoutest warriors, with a stroke of his 
fist, felled <0 the ground the horse of the Greek messenger. 
He was dismissed with a fresh horse ; the insult was con* 
cealed from the Imperial troops; but in two successive bat- 
tlcft they were more fatally instructed of the prow ess j)f tlvw 
adversaries. In the plains of Carina?, the Asiatic^ fled before 
the adventurers of France; the duke of Lombardy was made 
prisoner; the Apulians acquiesced in a new dominion; and 
the four places of Ban i, Otranto, Brundusiurn, and Taientum, 
were alone saved in the shipwieck of the Grecian fon*cifl5s. 
From this acra we may date the establishment of the Norman 
power, which soon eclipsed the infant colony of Avftrsa, 
Twelve counts wer^ chosen by the popular suffrage ; and 
age, birth, and merit, were the motives of their choice. The 
tributes of their peculiar districts were apjiropriated to their 
use; and each count erected a fortress in the midst of bis 
lands, and at the head of his vassals. In the centre of the 
province, the common habitation of Melphi was reserved as 
the metropolis and citadel of the republic ; an house and 
separate quarter was allotted to each of the twelve counts ; 
and the national concerns were regulated by this military 
senate. The first of his peers, their prebident and general, 
was entitled count of Apulia; and this dignity was conferred 
on William of the Iron Arm, who, in the language of the 
age, is St} led a lion in battle, a lamb in socieiy^ and an angel 
in councilfB The mannas of bis countrymen are fail 1^ 


* Omtif 8 coTivriiumt ; ct bis sex nobiliores, ,, 

Q\\08 fijenus et pravitas momm decorabat et a>tas, 

L^egcre duces. Piovectis ad cunwtatum 
His ain parent. Comitatus uomen bonoria 
Quo donantur etot Hi totas undiqoe terras 
Divisere sjbi, ni sors inimica repu^net; 

proponimt loca q i® contingerc sorte 
Cuique dun debenf, et qu^que tiibuta iocorum. 

And after, apeaking of Mclpbi, William Apnius adds, 

Pro numero comitaro bis sex statut^re plateas, 

Atqne doinus comitnm totideni fabricantur in urbe. 

Leo Ostiensis (). ii. c. 67.) enumerates the divisions of the Apulian cities, whicli 
it is needless to repeat. « 

f Gulielm. Apalus, 1. ii. c i2. according to the preference of Giandtiae 
f Istoria Civile di Napoli, tom. ii. p. 31.^, which I cannot verify in the original. 
The Apulian ptaises indeed his valiftas p^ohtta^ animi^ and vivttia virtus; 
and declares that, had he hied, no poet cquld have e<}aalifd bis pierits (1. L 
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la 

delineated by a contemporary artd national historian 
The Normans,’’ says Malaterra, are a cunning and 
vengeful people; eloquence and dissimulation appear to 
be their hereditaiy qualities: they can stoop to flatter; 
‘f but unless they are cuibed by the restraint of law, they 
indulge the licentiousness of nature and passion. Their 
princes affect the praise of popular munificence ; the 
people observe the medium, or rather blend the extretnes, 
of avarice and prodigality; and, in their eager thirat of 
wealth and dominion, they despise whatever they possess, 
and hope whatever they desire. Arms and horses, the 
luxury of dress, the exercises of hunting and hawking f, 
the delight of the Normans; but on pressing occasions 
they can endure with incredible patience the inclemency 
every climate, and the toil and abstinence of a military 
« lifej.” ^ 

The Normans of Apulia were seated on the verge of the 
two em])ires ; and, according to the policy of the hour, they 
accepted the investiture of their lands from the sovereigns of 
Germany or Constantinople. But the firmest title of these 
adventurers was the right of conquest: they neither loved 
nor trusted ; they were neithei trusted noy beloved : the con* 
tempt of the princes was mixed with fear, and the fear of the 
natives was mingled with hatred and resentment. Every ob* 
ject of desire, an horse, a woman, a garden, tempted and 
gratified the rapaciousness of the strangers ^ ; and the ava- 
rice of their chiefs was only coloured by the more specious 
jjawes of ambition and glory. The twelve counts were 

p. 258. 1, ii. p. f5Q.} He \ra8 bewailed by the Normani, quippeqiii tanti 
filii yirum (says Mafaterra, 1. i. c 12. p. 532 ), tarn annis btrenuum, tam iibf 
munificum, atFabik'iii, luongoratum, ultiTiiis se habere diffidebant. 

* The gens astutissima, mjuriarmn ultnx .... adulari sciens .... eloquentiis 
inseiviens, of Malaterra (1. i c. 3. p. 550.), are expreaaive of the popular and 
proverbial chai ucter of the Normans. . 

t The huirting and hawking marc properly belong to the detcenrtants of the 
Norwegian sailors; though they might import from Norway and Iceland the 
finest casts of falcons, 

X We may compare this portrait with that of William of Malmesbury (de 
Gestis Anglorum, 1. in. p. 101, 102 .), wwa ^predates, like a philosophic his- 
torian, the vices and virtues of the Saxons MfU Normani^ England was assui'ediy 
a gainer by the conquest 

\ The biographer* of St. Leo IX. pours his holy venom on the Normans, 
indisciplina^m et alienam gentem Normannottttn, crudeli et inaudit^ 
rabie, et; plusquani Va^nk impietat% adversils eccietias Dei insurgere, passim 
Christianos trucidare, &c. (Wibert, c. (5.) The honest Apjftliao (I. iiw p. S59» 
fays ealfniy of their accuser, Verii commmw £Ulaeiat 
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«oiE6tinies joined in a league of injustice; in their domestic 
quarrels they disputed the spoils of the people ; the virtues 
Of William vrerc buried in his grave ; and Drogo, his bro-.* 
ther and successor, was better qualified to lead the yalour,^ 
than to restrain the violence of his peers. Under the reign 
of Constantine Monomaqhus, the policy, rather than bene- 
tolence, of the Byzantine court, attempted to relieve Italy 
from this adherent mischief, more grievous than a flight of* 
Barbarians*; and Argyrus, the son of Melo, was invested 
for this purpose with the most lofty titles +, and the most 
ample commission. The memoiy of his father might recom- 
mend him to the Normans; and he had already enga^^ 
their Voluntary service to quell the revolt of Maniaces, and 
to avenge their own and the public injuiy. It was the design 
of Constantine to transplant this warlike colony from the 
Italian provinces to the Persian war ; and the son of Melo 
distributed among the chiefs the gold and manufactures of 
Greece, as the first fruits of the Imperial bounty. But his 
arts were baffled by the sense and spirit of the conquerors of 
Apulia ; his gifts, or at least his proposals, were rejected ; 
and they unanimously refused to relinquish their possessions 
and their hopes for the distant prospect of Asiatic fortune. 
After the means of persuasion had failed^ Argyms resolved 
to compel or to destroy : the Latin powers were solicited 
against the common enemy; and an offensive alliance was 
formed of the pope and the two emperors of the East and 
West. The throne of St. Peter was occupied by Leo the 
fiiilth, a simple saint of a temper most apt to deceive him- 
self and the world, and whose venerable character would 
<;onsecrate with the name of piety the measures least com^ 


♦ The policy of the Greeks, revolt of MaBiaccu, &c must be collected from 
f!edrenus (tom, ii. p 757 , 758.^, William Apulus (1. i p. 257 , 258 I. ii. p. 259 .), 
aud the two Chromcles of Ban, by Lupu^rProtospata (Muratori, Script. Ital. 
tom. ▼. p, 42, 43 , 44.), and an anonymous writer (Antiquitat. Itaiise medii yEvi, 

tom. i. p. 31—35.}. This last is a fiag^mcnt of some value. 

t Argyrus reeeh'ed, says the afienymous Chronicle of Bari, imperial letters, 
Foederat^ et PatriciatCiB, et Catapani, et Vsstattis. In his Annals Muratori 
(tom. viii. p. 436 .) very properly reads, or interprets, the title of 

Sebastos or Augustus. But in his Antiquities, lie was taught by Du Cange to 
make it a palatine office, master of the wardrobe. ^ 

t A life of $1. li^eo IX. deeply tinged with the passiozw and prejudices 
the age, has been composed by Wibert, prated at Paris, lots, in octavo, and 
since insfrted m Hw Colleotiono of the BolancKsti, of MabilloD, and of Mura- 

ton. The public and private history of that pope is diligentiy treated by 
deSt. Marc (Ahrege, tom ii p. 140—210. and p. 25 — 95 . second column.). 
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patfble with tlie practice of religion* His hnmftnitjr wa$ 
affected by the complaints, perhaps the calumnies, of a(| 
injured people ; the impious Normans had interrupted tb^ 
payment of tithes ; and the temporal sword might be law- 
fully unsheathed against the sacrilegious robbers, who were 
deaf to the f^^nsures of the church. As a German of noble 
birth and t;f|fal kindred, Leo had free access to the court ^and 
confic^ef^of the emperor Henry the third ; and in search of 
;gp|3*4Mid allies, his ardent zeal transported him from Apulii^ 
to Saxony, from the Elbe to the Tiber. During these hostile 
preparations, Argyrus indulged himself in the use of secret 
and guilty .weapons : a crowd of Normans became the vic- 
tims of public or private revenge ; and the valiant Drogo 
was murdered in a church. But his spirit survived in his 
breiher Humphrey, the third count ^ Apulia. The assas- 
sins were chastised ; and the son of Melo, overthrown and 
wounded, was driven from the field to hide his shame be- 
hind the walls of Bari, and to await the tardy succour of hiii 
allies. 

But the power of Constantine was distracted by a Turkish 
war ; the mind of Henry was feeble and irresolute; and the 
pope, instead of repassing the Alps with a German arnry, was 
accompanied only by a guard of seven hundred Swabians and 
some volunteers of Lorraine. In his long progress from 
Maiuua to Beneventum, a vile and promiscuous multitude of 
JtiiHans was enlisted und^r the holy standard* : the priest 
and the robber slept in the same tent ; the pikes and crosseis 
were intermingled in the fronts and the martial saint repeat- 
ed the lessons of his youth in the order of march, of encamp- 
ment, and of combat. The Normans of Apulia could mu&« 
ter in the field no more than three thousand horse, with an 
handful of infantry: the defection of the natives intercepted 
their provisions and retreat ; and their spirit, incapable of 
fear, was chilled for a moment by superstitious awe* On the 
hostile approach of Leo, they knelt without disgrace or reluc- 
tance before their spiritual father. But the pope was inex- 
orable; his lofty Germans affected to deride the diminutive 
st^re of their adversaiies; and the Normans were informed 

^ See the expedition of Leo 1%. a^inst the Normani. See WUliatn Apo* 
Ins (1. ii. p. S59— 261 O and Jeffrey Mf^iaterra (1- i. c 13 , J4, is p. 253.). Tbef 

impartial, as the national, is counterhdaaced by the dericai, prejudice. 
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that death or exile was their only alternative. Flight they 
disdained, and, as many of them had been three days With- 
out tasting food, they embraced the assurance of a more easy 
and honourable death. They climbed the hill of Ciritella, 
descended into the plain, and charged in three divisions the 
army of the pope* On the left, and in the centre, Richard 
coufit of A versa, and Robert the famous Guiscard, attacked, 
broke, routed, and pursued the Italian multitudes, who'^ougKt 
without discipline, and fled without shame. A harde^lf ^ritJ 
Was reserved for the valour of count Humphrey, who led the 
cavalry of the right wing. The Germans ** have been de- 
scribed as unskilful in the management of the horse and 
baton foot they formed a strong and impenetrable phalanx; 
and neither man, nor steed, nor armour, could resist the 
weight of their long atid two-handed swords. After a severe 
conflict, they were encompassed by the squadrons returning 
from the pursuit; and died in their ranks with the esteem of 
their foes, and the satisfaction of revenge. The gates of Ci- 
vitella were shut against the flying pope, and he was over- 
taken by the pious conquerors, who kissed his feet to implore 
his blessing and the absolution of their sinful victory. The 
soldiers beheld in their enemy and captive the vicar of Christ ; 
and, though we may suppose the policy of the chiefs, it is 
probable that they were infected by the popular superstition* 
In the calm of retirement, the well-meaning pope deplored 
the effusiem of Christian blood, which must be imputed to 
his account : he felt that he had been the author of sin and 
scandal; and as his undertaking had failed, the indecency of 
Jiis military character was universally condemned f* With 
these dispositions, he listened to the offers of a beneficial 
treaty; deserted an alliance which he had preached as the 

cause of God ; and ratified the past and future conquests of 

• 

♦ Teufonici, quia rapsarirs et forma decoros 
Fecerat egiegit- proceri corpurw illos, 

Coi pora denderit Noriuannica quae breviora 
Esse videbautur. 

The verses of the Apulian are commonly in this strain, though he heats 
hhnst Jf a 1 ttie in the battle. Two of his similes from hawking and sorcery 
are descriptive of manners. 

t Several respectable censures or complaints are pQodnced by M. 

Marc (tom. ii. p. 204*)- As Pettr Damianus, the oracle of the times, 
had denied the popes the right of making war, the hermit (Ingens eremi inr* 
cola) isarraigiu d bj the cardinal, and Baronins (Annal. Ecclei. A. D. 105% 
No. 10 ^ 17 .) most si^cuuously asserts the two swords of St. I’eter* 



the lforttian«* By whatever hands they hftd beett 4Qif|ir]^dy 
the provinces of Apulia and Calabria were a p^rt of the doi^ 
riatton^of Constantine and the patrimony of Su Peter: tbe 
grant and the acceptance conftrined the mutual claims of 
tli€ pontijft' and the adventurers* They promised to teppott 
ea^h other with spiritual and temporal arms: a tribute or 
quit-rent of twelve-pence was afterwards stipulated fore^ery 
plouglf-land ; and since this memorable transaction, the 
Ifirgdom of Naples has remained above seven hundred years 
a fief of the Holy See 

The pedigree of Robert Guiscard + is variously deduced 
fr^jm the peasants and the dukes of Normandy ; from the 
peasants, by the pride and ignorance of a Grecian princess J5 
from the dukes, by the ignorance and flattery of the Italian 
s«l^ects§. His genuine descent miiy be ascribed to the 
second or middle order of private nobility H. He sprang, 
from a race of va/vassors or bannerets, of the diocese of tbe 
Coutances^in the lower Normandy : the castle of Hauteville 
was their honourable seat : his father Tancred was conspicu*- 
ous in the court and army of the duke ; and his military ser- 
vice was furnished by ten soldiers or knights. Two marriages^ 

* The origin and natvre ot tbe papal investitures are aMy discussed by Gi^an* 
none (tstoria Civile di Napoli, tom li. p 37 — 49 . 57-*-(>tj.) as a lawyer and an- 
liqunriati* Yet he vainly strives to reconcile tbe duties of patriot and catholic^ 
adopts an empty distinction of Ecclesia Komana non deditsed accepit,’* aud 
shrinks fi^tn au honest but danc^erous confession of the truth. 

- f The birth, character, and first actions of Hubert Guiscard, 'may be Ibundi 
in Jeffrey IVIalalerra (1. i c. 3, 4 11 16 , 17 , IS. 38,39, 40.), William ApidiiS 
(1 ii. p ), William GemCticensiis or ef Juiiueg:es (1 xi. c. 30. p. 66 d^ 

6 b 4 . edit Camden), and Anna Comnena (Alexiad. 1. i* p S3’--27 l*vi»p. ids, 
166 ). with the Annotations of DuCanpe (Not. in Alexiad. p.230‘ — 232. 320. )> who 
has swept all the French and Latin Chronicles for supplemental inteUi^nce. 

I o h PofctsffT®? (a Greek corruption) aroq yirof, rm rv^f 

ttffyjfjMf Again, rvxr)i And elsewh^ro, 

(l.h. p 84 .) et'OTo •mevietq nxi otpcu>vq, Anna Comnena was 

Dorn in the pnrple; yet her father wim no more than a private though ilJns- 
trioUs subject, who raised himself to the cJinpire’ • 

§ Giannone (tOm ii. p. 2 ) forgets all his onpnal aathors, and rests thia 
princely descent on the credit of Inveges, an Au^stine mor kof Palermo in the 
fast century. They continue the succession of uukes from Rollo to William II. 
the Bastard or Conqueror, whom they hold (cqipmuneinentesi ticnc) lobe the 
father of Tancred of Hauteville : a most strange itud stuj^udoas blunder ! The 
sons of Tancred fotigfat in ApUlia, before WilL^ II. was tLrvt ycais old (A. J>. 

1037 ). 

II judgment of Bn Cange is just and moderate: ^ertd humilis fuit ac 
tegpiirRoberti faaiBia,f i ducalem et regium S{Mcieinus apicem, ad quern postea 
penrenit ; quae honesta laiaen et prsetor nobilium vulgiiium statum et condlta* 
ouem iilustm habita cst, quk; nec bnmi i-cperet ncc altum quid tumeret/* 
(Williolm* Mahttshtfi*. de Oestis Anglorum, b iiu p- 10^- Not ad AHuda4* 
p. 2.30.). 

VoL. viir. D 
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of n raok not unworthy of bis ow^n, mude him the father i>f 
twelve sons, who were edocated at liomi; by the imparrial 
tenderness of his second wife. Btit a narrow patrimony was 
insufticient for this numerous and daring progeny; they saw 
oruand the neighbourhood the mischiefVof jioverty and dis^ 
cord, and resolved to seek in foreign wars a more glorious 
inhej'itance. Two only remained to perpetuate the race, and 
cherish their father’s age : their ten brothers, as they sficces^ 
sively attained the vigour of manhood^ departed fmm tlie» 
castle, passed the Alps and joined the Apulian camp of the 
Normans. Tl»e elder were prompted by native spirit; their 
success encouraged their younger bicthren, and the ihj^c 
|irst in seniority, William, Diogo, and Humphrey, deseived 
to be the chiehi of their nation and the founders of the new 
republic. Kobert was^ihe eldest of the seven sous of the 
cond marriage ; and even the reluctant praise of liis foci has* 
endowed him with the heroic qualities of a soldier and a 
statesmans. His lofty stature surpassed the tallest of his army r 
Ilia limbs' were cast in the true proportion of strength and graces 
fulness ; and to the decline of life, he maintained the patient 
vigour liealth and the commanding dignity of his form. 
His complexion was ruddy, his slioulders were broad, his 
hair and beard were long and of a flaxen colour, his eyes 
sparkled vviili fiie, and his voice, like that of Achilles, could 
impress obedience and terror amidst the tumult of battle. 
In the ruder ages oi chivalry, such qnalifleations are not be- 
low" the notice of the poet or historian : they may observe 
thctl Robert, at orvee, and with equal dexterity, could wield 
in the right hand his sword, his lance in the left ; that in the 
battle of Civitella, he was thrice unhorsed ; and that in the 
close of that memorable day he was adjudged to have borne 
away the priice of valour from the warriors of the two aimies’^. 
His boundless ambition was founded on the consciousness of 
fcUperior worth : in the pursuit of greatness^ he was never 

•I shallqiiofewitli plranurf nme oftliel)r 8 tliorf.oftfcej|nf,lian(t. ikp. 270.)r 
Pur«ap utriqw want, arr JatKrca rassa aec anha 
Cassas erat, qtiooiirqui* nianu ch diicrre vellet 
Tor (li'jcrtus t quo, ter viribn* ip»e re»ump%, 

Majoi iuamiaredit: •timalof. furor ipaeinmiatrat. 

L (0 rum fjrcii4ena, ® 


* m hoe hello aicuti poat hellm yrohattns eit 

^ i^tot vet Idtn it*iigr.os etlidil ictua. 
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arrested by the acniples of justice, and seldom moved by tbe 
feelings of hutfranijty .* thougb not insensible of fame, the 
ciioicc of open or claildestiive means was determined only by 
his present advantage. Ttve surname of Gaiscard* was 
applied tothis master of political wisdom, which is too o^ten 
confounded with llie practice of dissimulation and deceit; 
and Robert is praised by the Apulian poet for excetring*the 
cunning of Ulysses and the eloquence of Cicero. Yet these 
^]'ts were disguised by an appearance of military frankaess: 
in bis liigliest fortune, be was accessible and courteous to his 
feUow-sokliersj and while be indulged the prejudices of his 
jievv subjects, he affe<!ted in his dress and manners to main* 
tain the ancient fashion of his country, Ife grasped with a 
rapacious, ibat fee might distribute tvith a liberal hand: his 
prrtiiitive indigence had taughi; the hdbits of frugality ; the 
gain of a merchant,was not below bis attention ; and his pri- 
soners were tortured wirii slow and unfeeling cruelty to force 
a discovery of ifecir secret tieasure. According to the 
«Greeks, he departed fi»oin Normandy {witb only five followers 
on horseback, and thirty on foot ; yet even tliis allowance 
appears too bountiful: tfee sixth son of Tancied of Haute* 
ville passed the Alps as a pilgrim; and bis first military band 
was levied among the adv-etaturers of Jtaly, His brothers ^nd 
countrymen had divided tlie fertile lands of Apulia ; but they 
guarded their shares withxbe j^alou-sy of avarice; the aspir- 
ing youth was driven forwards to tl>e mountains of Calabria, 
.and in his first exploits against theCreeks and the natives, it 
is not eaisy to discriminate the hero from ,lhe robber. To 
surprise a castle or a convent, to ensnare a w^ealthy Ci;tizen, 
to plunder the adjacent villages for necessary food, were the 
obscure labours which fanned and exercised the powers of 
his mind and body. The volunteers of Normandy adhered 
to bis standard ; and, under his command, the peasapU of 
Calabria assumed the name and character of^Noriuans. 

As the genius of Robert expanded with his fortune, he 
awakened the jealousy of his eider brotb^j fey whom, in a 

* Tbe Norman vritcra an<i etlitoea mast conreraant with tfieir own idiom, 
Guifcard or W^mcard^ by CaUid-M^ a cuAniiigf maif^^ Tlie root ( wutj ia 
familiar to our ear^ and ia tbe old word^ueucre I can discern mmething of n 
aimUar aenae and termination. Tm Is no traoiUtm 

of t^e ttunwiiie and ebaracter of Robert. ' ^ i 

D 2 
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ti^ment quarrel^ his life was threatened and bis liberty re* 
Strained. After the death of Humphrey, the tender age of 
his sons excluded them from the command ; they were redu^r 
ced to a private estate by the ambition of their guardian and 
uncle i and Guiscard was exalted on a buckler, and saluted 
count of Apulia and general of the republic. With an in*' 
cr^se pf authority and of force, be resumed the conquest of 
dal^bria> and soon aspired to a rank that should raisediim for 
ever above the heads of his equals. By some acts oi rapine 
dr sacrilege, he had incurred a papal excommunication: but 
Nicholas the second was easily persuaded, that the divisions 
df friends could terminate only in their mutual prejudice; 
that Normans were the faithful chain piona of the ^ly 
See; and it was safer to trust the alliance of a prince than 
the caprice of an adstocracy. A synod of one hundred 
bishops was convened at Melphi ; and the count interrupted 
important enterprise to guard the person and execute the 
decrees of the Roman pontiff. His gratitude and policy 
conferred on Robert and his posterity, the ducal title with 
the investiture of A pulia, Calabria, and all the lands, both in 
Italy and Sicily, which his sword could rescue from the schis- 
patic Greeks and the unbelieving Saracens f* This apostolic 
panction might justify his arms ; but the obedience of a free 
and victorious people could not be transferred without their 
consent; and Guiscard dissembled his elevation till theenau- 
jng campaign had been illustrated by the conquest of Consenza 
and Reggio, In the hour of triumph, he assembled his 
troops, and solicited the Normans to confirm by their suffrage 
the judgment of the vicar of Christ: the soldiers hailed with 
joyful acclamations their valiant duke ; and the counts, his 
former equals, pronounced the oath of fidelity, with hollovv 
smiles and secret indignation. After this inauguration, Ro- 
bert styled himself; ** by the grace of God and St. Peter, 
duke of Apulia, Calabria, and hereafter of Sicily and it 

♦ T^e ^cquisitioo pf the ifucal title, by Robert Guiscard, i« a nice and ob^ 
pqwe busmcs*. With the good advice of Giannone, Mui-aton, and Si. Marc, I 
have endeavoured to form a consistent and probable narrative. 

i a. P. 1059, m. hat pnbUsbed the <Hginal 

act. He to have pppied it from the Xiier ainmm; a VaticaS^Si 

Yot a of th^ xiitli cenlary has been ^printed b^ Mumtdvl (An- 

frquit. med^ |:YJ, toip.y.p and the fiatnes i^VatieaifsikdCh^ 

^al awaken the Sttspfcioits of a ri^otestapl, eii 4 WHflf » 
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lul>i>ur pf twenty yeara to deaerre and realise these 
lofty appellations. Such tardy progrese, in a narjrow apac^ 
may seem unworthy of the abilities of chief and the 
of the nation : but the Normans were &w in number; Ihetf 
resources were scanty ; their service was voluntaiy and pm** 
carious. The bravest designs of the duke were aomatiniff 
opposed by the free voice of his parliament of barons : liip 
twelve counts of popular election, conspired against lu/aif^ 
thority ; and against their perfidious uncle> the sons of Hum«> 
phrey demanded justice and revenge. By his policy and 
vigour, Guiscaid discovered their plots, supprcf^sed tliair 
rebellion, and punished the guilty with death or exile: but 
uT\hese domestic feuds, his years, and the national stlangtb^ 
were unprofitably consumed. After the defeat of his ferciga 
icaemies, the Greeks, Lombards, and ^aracens, their broken 
forces retreated to the strong and populous cities of the sea*- 
coast. They excelled in the arts of fortification and defence; 
the Normans were accustomed to serve on horseback in the 
field, and their rude attempts could only succeed by the 
efforts of persevering courage. The resistance of Salerno 
was maintained above eight months : the siege or blockade 
of Bari lasted near four years. In these actions the Norman 
duke was the foremost in every danger ; in every fatigue the 
last and most patient. As he pressed the citadel of Salerno3 
an huge stone from the rampart shattei'ed one of his military 
engines; and by a splinter he was woUnded in the breast. 
Before the gates of Bari, he lodged in a miserable hut or bari. 
rack, composed of dry branches, and thatched with straw; a 
perilous station, on all sides open to the inclemency of tba 
winter and the spears of the enemy 

The Italian conquests of Robert correspond with the limits 
of the present kingdom of Naples ; and the countries united 
by his arms have not been dissevered by the revolutions of 
seven hundred years f- The monarchy has been composed 
of the Greek provinces of Calabria and Apulia, of the 
bard principality of Sqlernp, the republic of Amalphi, and 

* Head the tiih of Guiseard in the eejcoi^d and fld4 Mm the 
th^iirst and second bookR of Malaterm. 

^ The conquests Robert GnifCard Snd Bofsr 1. lae fammpmn of Bene- 
■reiuo and th« xi| pwuwot of the Uncdwii, »fe Mri,«iipMwl to GianiMite in 
the eeeood volume. «f hi letorie Civjle» i- fat, «.d 1. wii. ip. ^ 0 -^ 70 . 

This modifa bc^re the time of predei^ II. 
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the inland dependencies of the large and ancient dutchy of 
Beneventum. Three districts only were exempted from the 
common law of subjection ; the first for ever, and the two 
last till the middle of the succeeding century. The city and 
immediate territory of Benevento hiid been transferred, by 
gift or eitchange, from the German emperor to the Roman 
f)0!ntiff; and although this holy land was sometimes invaded, 
the^ame of St. Peter was finally more potent than tha sword 
of the Normans. Their first colony of Aversa subdued and 
held the state of Capua; and her princes were reduced to. 
•beg their bread before tlie palace of their fathers. Tlie dukes 
of Naples, the present metropolis, maintained tlie popular 
freedom,*" under the shadow of the Byzantine einj^frc. 
Among the new acquisitions of Guiscard, the science of 
Salerno*^ and the tr^de of Amalphi f , may detain foi^^a 
moment the curiosity of the reader. I. Of the learned 
iuculties, jurisprudence implies tlie previous establishment of 
Jaws and propeity ; and theology may peihaps be superseded 
hy the full light of religion and reaiion. But the savage and 
the sage must alike implore the assistance of physic ; and, if 
-our diseases are inflamed by luxury, the mischiefs of blows 
iand wounds would be more frequent in the ruder ages of so- 
ciety. The treasures of Grecian medicine had been com- 
.municated to the Arabian colonies of Africa, Spain, and 
Sicily; arrd in the intercouise of peace and war, a spark of 
knowledge had been kindled and cherished at Salerno, an 
illustrious city in which the men were honest and the womea 
beautiful^. A school, the first that arose in the darkness of 
Europe, was consecrated to the healing art : the conscience of 
monks and bishops was reconciled to that salutary and lucra- 


• Giannofte (tom ii. p. 119—137.), Muratoi’i ( Antiijuitat. medii tom. iii. 
•disiiert. xliv. p. 935, 936.), and Tiraboscln (Istoria della Lettetura Itahana)^ 
hare f^iven an historical account of these physicians ^ their medical knowled^ 
and practice msiist be left to our physicians. 

t At the end of the Historia Pandectaium of flenry Brenckraan (Trajecti 
•d Khenum, 17 33 , in 4 to), the indefatigable author has inserted two dtsseiv 
tations, de Republic^ Amalphitana, and dc Amalphi a Pisanis direpta, which 
are built on the testimonies^of one hundred and forty writers. Yet he has for* 
gotten two most important passages of the embassy of Liutprand (A. D. 969.), 
which compare the trade and navigation of Amalphi with that of Venice. 

J IJrbs Latii non est hac delitiesior nrbe, ' 

FTngihusarhoribiis viiio radvndat; ctunde • 

« ' Non tlhi poma, nuccs, non pitMira palatia dtsunt, ^ 

Uoa specks mulkbrif ahest probitasqucTirorum. 

* . * (G 4 ilieliitiig Appstlm# 1. iM> p. 967 ) 



THK EJtTMH*.' ’ • • , • 

tivc profession ; and a crowd of patients, of the tAodmmg 
nedt rank, and most distant climates, invited or vtiitea.,^ft^ 
physicians of Salerno. They were protected by the Korip^^ 
conquerors; and Guiscard, though bred in arms> coul4 
discern the merit and value of a philosopher. After a 
mage gf thirty-nine years, Constantine, an African Christi^^ 
retornecl fioin Bagdad, a master of the language and Icarnj^jg 
of tiie Arabians; and Salerno was enriched by the practice^ 
the lessons, and the writings, of the pupil of Avicenna. The 
school of medicine has long slept in the name of an univer* 
sity ; but her precepts are abridged in a string of aphoris^l^, 
bo\jnd together in the Leonine verses, or I^atin rhymes, of the. 
twelfdi century *. 

II. Seven miles to the w^est of Salerno, and thirty to the 
south of Naples, the obscure town o^ Amalphi displayed 
the power and rewards of industry. The land, however fer- 
tile, was of narrow extent; but the sea w^as accessible and 
open : the inhabitants first assumed the office of supplying 
the western world with the manufactures and productions of 
the East; and this useful trafic w^as the source of their opu- 
lence and freedom. 1'he government was popular under the 
administration of a duke and the supremacy of the Greek 
emperor. Fifty thousand citizens were numbered in tlie w^alls 
of Amaljjhi ; nor was any city more abundantly provided 
with gold, silver, and the objects of precious luxury. The 
mariners who swarmed in her port excelleclin the theory and 
practice of navigation and astronomy; and the discovery, of 
the compass, which has opened the globe, is clue to thehf: 
ingenuity or good fortune. Their trade w as extended to the 
Goa«ts^ or at least to the commodities, of Africa, Arabia, and 
India ; and their settlements in Constantinople, Antioch, 
Jerusalem, and Alcxandritt, acquired the privileges of inde- 
pendent colonies f. Aftef three hundred years of prosperity, 

* M uratori carries tUcir antiquity above the year ( 1 066 ) of the death of Ed war^ 
the Coufessor, the dm^lorvn* to whom they are addressed. Nor is this data 
affected by tbeopiniiMi,orrather mistake, of Ptii^quier (Recherchas de la Fraaca, 

1 vii. c. 9 .V and Ducang^e /"Cxlcisar. Latin ). The pracUca of rbj niing, aa ^arI|F , 
s*** (he viitlk centfiry, was borrowed from the lao^imget of •'the KAith inid Ettft 
(Muratori, Aiitiquitat tom. iii. dissert. 3 d. p. b 8 t>— 70®- 

't'^The description o^Aniaipbi^ by W'ilHatn tKo Ap>itiyia#(1. IH. Can* 

tains inoch truth and soina poetry ^ iftd tha third Uha may hfi apfdted to tlia 
saitoPs cotopaas : 

Partlbiisinniimeris: h&cplurimus urbeiiiofat«r 



M msTOR### ¥lii: fa tt 

Was' ojiipWilrtfd by* the aWh# of ftie' Notmtas# ilM 

j^dcrsy of ; but the pt^t^rty of ' 6M thoi^f-* 
iMtti# fWiefftiert V6 yet dig^fied by the remait^s of aii arseiiil, 
ilcithedt4ll>and th^ palaces df royal merchants. 

Rdgets the twelfth and last of the sons 6f Tf’anered, had 
Wife Idng detained in Normandy by dis own and his fathered 
Bigi^ He accepted the welcome samraons ; hastened to the 
Apitfttsm canip ; and deserved at first the esteem, anS aftei^^ 
Wards the envy, of hm elder brother. Their valour and ambi- 
ttdh weree^ual ; but the youth, the beauty, the elegant man- 
nen, of Roger, engaged the disinterested love of his soldiers 
and people. So scanty was his allowance, for himself ^nd 
forty followers, that he descended from conquest to robbeiy, 
afftd: from robbery to domestic theft ; and so loose were the 
TT6trons of property, that, by his own historian, at his special 
comrtiand, he is accused of stealing horses from a stable at 
Melphi His spirit emerged from poverty and disgrace j 
from these base practices he rose to the merit and glory of a 
holy war ; and the Invasion of Sicily w^as seconded by the 
zeal and policy of his brother Guiscard. After the retreat of 
the Greeks, the idolaters^ a most audacious reproach of the 
Catholics, had retrieved their losses and possessions ; but the 
deliverance of the island, so vainly undertaken by the forces 
of the Eastern empire, was atchieved by a small and private 
band of adventurers f. In the first attempt, Roger braved> 
in an open boat, the real and fabulous dangers of Scylla and 
Charybdis; landed with only sixty soldiers on a hostile 
shore; drove the Saracens to the gates of Messina; and 


IVantA mar it corliqn^ i’itet aperire petHvs, 

' Hue etAlcxandri divprsafemnlwr ah UrW 
ne||;i8, et Antioclii. Gens ha[*c freta pluhma transit. 

Hi« Ai^dbesv Indl, Sirtill nascuntur ct Afri 
If apc gens cfct totnm pitipc nobilitnta per mpem, 
luei'caiido ftrens, ct ama^lf iiicrrata i*cfci*re. 

• Latmrinio armigeromm sxioin^m in innltis sustentabatnr, qtibd qutdem Ad 
ejnt igtH»ii)ifilftni non dieioius \ f»ed ipaa ita proetipieiite adhUc viiiara et repre» 
l^nsibiiior«r' dleturi tumns Ut plnribns pateacat quam laboridse et cum qnatit& 
attfifUiti^ a pre^ndA pailpertate &d summum cnimen diiritiariim vei honoris 
afligetit Siicti is tliti pi^de of Malateera (I. i c. 95.) id the lioiKe-steaHug. 

the nthment (1. 1. c. 19.) that lie has mentioned his f^ron ftoiBfec, the 
elder brother sinks into the second eharacter. Somettiing snfniter in VeUeiilin 
PmUrcttihs hin| b^ obiiiiVedhf ^Attgvstfis and Tiherins. o 

thjto sihl prdfledn defintans aniiM^ sehicet et eorpoiis «l teiTSfm Idoiin 
deditain ad cultnm dieinum rerocaret (Oalfrid Malterra, I ii. c. f .) The cob* 
quest of Sicily is related Ifi the three ieielmiilih; «ttdwiddmseU^^ ^ivea att 
accurate Aummar^hf Hit chapters (p. 544 — fttd). ' 



ifafely peUiriwl wiMu ^tmp^ib af tlie adjaimt eoiMirta^ 
the fortrtsa^ of Traiii, his active and patianl 
^ua}l)i conspicuous. lu hi# <4d aga he related with pileaaiii% 
that, by the distress of the siege, himself, and the eoimteii 
his wife, had been reduced to t single cA||it or mantle, Which 
they wore attemately ; that in a sally his horse bad beep 
slain, and he- was dra^^d away by the Saracens; but tbatte 
owed his rescue to his good sword, and had retreated with his 
saddle on his back, lest the meanest trophy might be left in 
the liandsof^the miscreants. In the siege of Trani, three 
hundred J^ormans withstood and repulsed the forces of die 
klaud* In the field of Ceramic, fifty thousand horse and 
foot were overtlirown by one hundred and thirty-six Chrio* 
tian soldiers, without reckoning St. George, who fought oa 
hotsebaok in the foremost ranks. Tho4:aptive banners, with 
four c^plels, were reserved for the successors of St. Peter; 
and had these barbaric spoils been exposed not in the Vati* 
can, but in the Capitol, they might have revived the memory 
of the Punic triumphs. These insufficient numbers of the 
Normans most probably denote their knights, the soldiers of 
honourable and equestrian rank, each of whom was attended 
by five or six fbUowers in the field * ; yet, with the aid of 
this interpretation, s^nd after every fair allowance on the side 
of valour, arms, and reputation, the discomfiture of so many 
myriads will reduce tlie prudent reader to the alternative of 
a miracle or a fable. The Arabs of Sicily derived a frequent 
and powerful succour from their countrymen of Africa : in 
the siege of Palermo, tlie Norman cavalry vras assisted by tlie 
gallies of Pisa ; and, in jhe hour of action, the envy of the 
two brothers was sublimed to a generous and invincible emu* 
latipn. After a war of thirty years t, Roger, with the title 
of great count, obtained the sovereignty of thf largest and 
most fruitful island of the Mediterranean ; and his adminis^ 
tration displays a liberal and enligluehed mind above the 
limits of bis age apd education. The Moslems were main** 

a See tlif iKordlisliacs, in the Xsistiii GiMary ef Guoatife. 

t aSodd|»ai>U€aiaiiw^i WnfroaftMal»t«rtt4*thAttlte4ral>9aftdi^^^ 
iaW tlie uad sf ««PMli (I. i.c. ss.) and of ean|civ#geoiii («. 4fi.); snd 

hm of tiitf ipwnkuWla m diiipgllon, p«r aaaina 

Mwaww msifttt a iBoat-fidlcalMisty Mt hy tlis vImIs 

^Parnmir in Uieir map mm WmmPie. sa.)* > iM a# m etyniplfgy 

frt I# the phme 

Iron wheoee the tiamsts of the Ins itcTo Mat la tn|wls^firX0WS (i* Ih e* Qk 

vou vm. E 


Ill tA'CL 

Mtiedin file free etijoj^ent (rf atid propefty^$ 

ir phikwpherf wd pbysTd^ df ^ 

MahomeV hamngued the cson^erbr, abd wks invfted to 
court ; hh ‘geography of the se^en dirnates wan translated 
into Latin ;'^and after It diligent pertrsaf, preferred th<b 

work of the Arabian to the writinijsof the Gredan Pfolb- 
mjfcf* * A remnant of Christian natives had promoted the 
aadiess of the Normans : they were rewarded by the tliumplt 
of the Cross. The island was restored (o the jurisclrcfion of 
the Roman pontiff; new bishops were planiedjtl the princi- 
pal cities ; and the clergy was satisfied by a liberal bndow- 
tneiit of churches and monasteries. Yet the cathoik; lipro 
asserted the rights of the civil magistrate. Instead of resign- 
ing the investiture of benefices, he dextrously applied to bis 
own profit the papdt claims : the supremacy of the crdWti 
was secured i^and enlarged, by the* singular bull, which 
declares the princes of Sicily hereditary and perpetaal 
legates of the Holy See 

^ To Robert Guiscard, the conquest of Sicily was more glo- 
rious than beneficial : the possession of Apulia and Calabria 
was inadequate to his ambition ; and he resolved to embriilBlf 
Or create the first occasion of invading, peihapsof subduing, 
the Roman empire of the East§. From his firat wife, the 
partner of his humble fortunes, he had been divorced under 
the pretence of consanguinity ; and her ^bn Boheniond Was 
destined to imitate, rather than to succeed, his Hlustrious 


• See the capitulation of Palermo in Malatcrra, I. li. c. /ts. and Giannone, 
trho reinarka the general toleration of the Saracens (tom ii. p. 72.). 

t John Leo Afer, de Medieis et Philosophis Afabihiis, c. 14. apud Fabric. 
nUiUot. Grace, tom. xiii. p. 27»» 279. This philosopher is named l^sseriph 
Essachalli, and he died in Africa, A. H. 516, A, D. 1132. Yet this story |iears 
a strange resemblance to the Shcrif ad Edrissi, who presented his book (<ieo- 
graphia Nubiepais, see preface, pi 88. 90. 170.) to Roger king of Sicily, A.H. 
548, A D. 1153 (d’Herbeiot, Bibliotheque Onentale, p. 786. Prideaux’s Life 
of Mahomet, p. I88. F^tit de la Croix, Hist, de Gcngi^can, ,p. 535, 536, 
•Caairi, Bibliot. Arab. Hia^aa. tom. U. and 1 am of some mii' 

take. • ; 

X Malaterra remarks the foundation of ihebisho^ics (1. iv. c.7.), and pro- 
duces the original of the bull (1. iv. c. 29.). Giannone gives a rational idea of 
this privilege, and the tribunal of the mmknittliy of Sici^ (tont^ia. 02.); 

• and St. Marc (Abre|^, tom, iii. p. 217-^03. lOhouvs the case pith 

< the diligence of a Skciltgu lawyer. ^ ‘ ’ 

^ In the first expfdi^) of Roberinpuhst tlie Gro^i, I fallow ^nnaHh^m- 
nena ( the ist^'iiid, ivtlu and vfli hoolcji Ataiad), WUUani ]^pulus (I . ivlh 

and vth, p, 270-427S.)» nnd JeflQrey M|cl#«rra (h iii. c. 13, 14. 84^29.39 )* 
Their infiirmatimifm df tfewnaWmcio* 

witneqseoof ihq.nnr;. ^ 



‘ ^ t lif. 

;, Tbe>tiecoi# , M lip^^ard . §S 

l)j|0|>^ioce^l|f Saleupo itlm I^xbar4s,acqwi^il^4^^ 

»uoc©|sion % their sou Rog^r ^ ikm fi3.^,.4«i>|gi)j5§rs 
giveu in ho«ouriM>le nuptials ♦, apd one of was betroth^t 
^d, ip a, lewder age, to Coos^ntine, ajheapti|i>l 
son and heir oC the empj^r Michael f- Put the throne cjjf 
Constantinople was shali^^by a revolution,; the imperial 
family»of Ducas was confined "to the palace or the cloister ; 
and Robert deplored, and rcjsented, the disgrace of his daugh- 
ter the expulsion of his ally. A Gieek, who styled him- 
self ili# father pf Constantine, soon ^ appeared at Salerno, 
and iVijlated the adventnrejiof his fall and flight. That^uor 
fortunate frtend ^as acknowledged by the duke, and adorned 
\!fhh the pomp and titles of Imperial dignity : in his tr^uni-^ 
phttl progress through Apulia and CaJjibna, Michael J ^wa# 
salut^ with the tears and acclamations of the people ; and 
pope Gregory the seventh exhorted the bishops to preach* 
and the Catholics to fight, in the pious woiks of his restorer 
tiou. His coaversation| wn^^ Robert yvere frequent and 
familiar ; and their mutpal prjifnises "were justified by the vae 
lour of the Norjiians and jh® treasures of the East. Yet 
this pf the Greeks and Eatins, 

was a pageant and anTHipostor; a monk who had fled from 
his convent, or a domestic who bad served in the palace, 
The fiaud had been coiiiiivcd by the subtle Guiscard ; and 
he trusted, that after this pretender had given a 
colour to his anus, he would sink, at the nod of the eotif 
gueror, info his primitive obscurity. Rut viptorj^' v^a^ ibf 


n* * . 

* One of them was married to Hwsrh, the son of Azzo, or Axo, a marquis ^ 
tft Lombardy, rich, powerful, and noht^ (Gulielm. Appni. 1. iii. p. 267 ,) in the 
xith century, and whose ancestors in the xth and ixth are explored by the cri- 
tical industry of Leibnitz and IMuratori From the twp elder sons of the mar- 
quis Azzo; are derived the iltUstrious lines c# Brunsw^h and Kite. “ Soe Muiu^ 
tori, Antichitae EstensCi • > 

+ Anna Comnena, somewhat too wantonly, pral^S and bewoils that hamd- 
oittc boy/who, after the rupture of his barbaric~iiu);>fldl 9 ( 1 .* i. p. s 


betrothed as her husband h% was, 


.23.)," 

.... Xf*f^ 

^tXoTi^aftob . . aMTp^oy, &c. (p. 27 .); Elsewher^ she 

deacclhes the W^aad white to fhin, hi hawk's eye^ Ac. 1 . iii. p. 71 . 

X Anna 1 1 p^ gulielm. Appul, I iv. p. 27 J* ^biftirid Mal«!h 

terra, 1 . iii. c. 13.^. 579 , 590. Uataterra is more c^tipi|| iphi 8 8 i;yk: hbt 

w bold , ^ . i . - ^ ' 

- ,-f*— JAe|tt^M,de,Jgicba^ew 
Veherat a ^nais^^idam sediictor ad illuim ^ / 


djf Otesory Yll. had bdiev^ 
biichjicr(A. i>. lOHo, K©; 44 .).' 


ES 



Hip iiisT0i|t mht, 

|Md|^ 4 i%uiiien^ tliat omM Astmiiialfe tl^ Grtthii 

Imd the erdduti^f the l^itim tras iiiiich ieferiarH^ttieNrjcirt^ 
iality : ike Norman vietefai|8 #ished to enjoy tfafe liarveit of 
their toilt^ and the nnwarlike Itaiians treinhled at the known 
and ufikooiihl dangers of a ttansmarine expedition, in hie 
new kvi^^ Robert exerted the iuflnence of -gifts and the pro** 
migest terrors of civil and ecclesia^ical authority; artdscJiWe 
acta of violence might justify the reproach, that d|e and 
infancy were pressed without distinction into the service of 
their unrelenting prince. After two years incessant prepara* 
lions, the land and naval forces were assembled ai OirantOj 
at the heel, or extreme promontory of Italy t and Robert 
was accompanied by his wife, who fought by his side, his ton 
Bohemond, and the representative of the emperor Micbad. 
Thirteen hundred kteghts* of Norman race or disciplthe, 
formed the sinews of the army, which might be swelled to 
thirty thousand t followers of every denomination. The 
men, the horses, the arms, the engines, the wooden towers, 
covered with raw hides, were emhi^rked on board one hun- 
dred and fifty vessels: the trans^ports had been built in the 
ports of Italy, and the gallies were supplied by the allianc^' 
©f the republic of Kagusa* 

At the mouth of the Adriatic gulf, the shores of Italy and 
Epiiw incline towards each other. The space between 
Brandusium and Durazzo, the Roman passage, is no more 
than one hundred miles J; at the last station of Otranto, it is 
i6nfttacted lo fifty § ; and this narrow distance had suggested 
to Pyrihus and Pompey the sublime or extravagant idea of a 
bridge. Before the general embarkation, the Norman duke 


** 1m© armatSB urititi© non plosquam Mcce milites secnin babnisiKe! ab eig 
etdem a^gotio interfaei unt attestatur (Malatcira, 1. iit. c. t4. p. 5S3.). 
Tkcie mre the tirae whom the Apflian (1. it. p. 973 .) ityleg line equiistrig gens 
ends, equittt-Oe genie aucte. 

t says Anna Comnena (Alexias. 1* i. 37 -Ij and 

^d^jjuMiount tallies with uAnumber and lading of the pbip^. Ivit in pwnebitun 
cumxV mijUbus hominum, sgys the Cbronicon ^reye Normanuicum (^uuratori, 
toin.>. p. s^.). 1 have endeaVottred^to neceneile Oiele redkonings. 

^ The ftiner^ of Jeruseleiu (p.OOd. edit. Wesseliqf ) grren a tittenud rea* 
•onable spaee of a thousand stadia, or one bandied Wbtob^is itrungely 

d«ol»led%yOtrabo (Lid. p. 433.) imd Pllhy (Wiit. Ndtnr. itt. l-W). 

^ PHayr’^Hist. mt. Hi. f6.)'«How» qHtnqme,inta minia4b>' tbie breyissiiiiim 
enesns, and agrees with the real distjsnee from O^nto to4ia‘ValIiNi% or AmIoq 
( d*AiWllle» Analyse dosa Carl^^es Certgs de la 0f^oe, kc. p. 3—^.). Hermo. * 
Sans barWtgi^ vW attltatitptfB esnlnta (llasAuiii, Not. bm. io Plin. t iH.), 
fligbt 41 ^ dim AWfMoM Wensttm pkot ttImi had saJ^d odt df ihv 

gulph. 


8l]4ileitt#iid wilh 
the jiitf ^Q^l^orfu, %o tervey thie 
an het^ou^n the «eighbouH«a|l c^ ViiHena^W 
erf the trofips* They pasaed and 4an4ed withniit f^eeari^jf 
an enemy; and this successful exp^rment displayed 'dm 
neglect and decay of the naval power of the^reeic's. ?*he 
islands of Epiras ^nd thfe maritime towns were sebdueii 
tire affns or the name of Robert, who fed his fleet and army 
from Corfu (I use the moderti appellation) to the siege of 
Durazzo. That ciiy, the westfin key of the empire, wafe 
guarded by ancient renown, and recent fortification*, by 
George Palseologns, a patrician, victorious in the Oi iewtM 
Wars, and a numerous garrison of Alban iairs and Mticedo- 
iiians, who, in every age, have mitintained the character <rf 
soldiers, in the prosecution of his enterprise, the coornlge of 
Guiscard was assailed by every form of danger and idiscfaance. 
In die most prorpitious season of the year, as his fleet passed 
along the coast, a storm of wind and snow unexpectedly 
arose : the Adriatic was swelled by the raging blast of the 
aouth, and a new shipwreck confirmed the old infamy of (Sfe 
Acroceraunian rocks**^. The sails, the masts, and the oailt||| 
were shattered or torn away ; the sea and shore were covered 
with the fragments of vessels, with arms and dead bodies; 
and the greatest part of the provisions were either drowned 
or damaged. The ducal galley was laboriously rescued from 
fhe waves, and Robert halted seven days on the adjacent 
icape, to collect the relics of his loss and revivw die droop- 
ing spirits off his soldiers. The Normans were no iongCT 
the bold and experienced marrrrers whA had explored tlie 
^oce;an from Greenland to mount Atlas, and who sfmiled at 
the petty dangers of the Mediterranean* They *lliaA,wept 
Aiding the tempest; they were alarmed by the bofitfle 
approach of the Venetians, who had* beenft%oUcited by ^the 
iprayets and promises of the Byzatidne court. Tire first 
day^s action was not disadvantageous to Bdfaeihond, a beaiA- 
Icss yoifthf*, who led the naVal powers of Iris father. All 

V Infames di^^Eraloft Acroceraania, Horat. carm. L Thfl ^rad|»item Afri^ 

eWii dmitMitcm A##(faUl«ii «tinan«iii 'Notg and tti^^MaliW'naitantiadrd^ 
^Jblriaticgidipe KmtwhfUt oatafipad ; tat Harsii^e Ireifellltiif iilii nf 

it a& intcreating tuoment ih the history of poV^ 

f h lit TSJ* ^tayaim (AlcAHH^t. iV. p.^ XoO.). Tot 



m HisToi^^f lNR|t 4 l»r« fall 

{light the gftllies of the rc^blic lay on their ai1i(?bors in tb^ 
form of a ^s^escent; and the victory of the secMd day waa 
decided by the dexterity their evolutions, tnS^station of 
their archers, tlie weight of their javelins, and the borrowed 
aid of the Greek fire. The Apulian and Ragusiari vessels 
fled to the shore, several were cat from their cables and 
djr^ged away by the conqueror; and a sally frpin the town 
carried slaughter and dismay to the te^ts of the N^^rman 
duke. A seasonable relief was poured into Dijrazzo, and as 
soon as the besiegers had Io|t the command of the sea, the 
islands and maritime towns withdrew from the camp the 
supply of tribiute and pi'ovision. That camp was soon afflicU 
ed with a pestilential disease; five hundred knights perished 
by an inglorious death; and the list of bniials(if all poul^ 
obt^n a decent buriiwl; amounted to ten thousand persons. 
Under these calamities, the mind of Guistaid alone wa^ 
firm and invincible ; and v>Uile he collected new forces from 
Apulia and Sicily, he battered, or s.calcd, or sapped^ the walls 
of Duiazzo. But his indu'^try and valour were encountered 
by equal valour and more perfect industry. A moveable 
turret, qf a size and capacity to contain five hundred sol- 
^idiers, had been rolled forwards to the foot of the rampart : 
but the descent of the door or draw-bridge was checked by 
an enorn)oui> beam, and the wooden structure was instantly 
consumed by aiiificial flames. 

While the Roman empire was attacked by the Turks in 
the East anfl the Normans in the West, the aged successQjr 
of Michael surrendered the sceptic to tlie hauflsof Alexius, 
an illustrious captain, and the founder of the Comneniap 
dynasty. The princess Anne, his daughter and historian, 
observesj in her affected style, that even Hercules was 
unequal to a double combat ; and on this principle, she 
approves an hasty peace with the Turks, which allowed her 
father to undertake in person the relief of Dqiaazo. On his 
accession, Alexius found the camp without soldiers and the 
treasury without money ; yet such were the vigour and activity 
of his measures, that in six months he assembled an army of 

the Normaht shared, and the Venetians w<rt*e their beaitls^, they must hare 
derided tbe^o.lieard of Bobemond j auhArsh interoretatioa.! (DuCanee, NsA 
ad Akxiad. p, 283.), ® ^ 



jjWcnty thousand men^, and performed a march hr fi.v« 
hundV^ troops were levied in Enmpe and A$ia^ 

from Peloponnesus to the Black Sea; his majesty was dis-* 
played in the silver arms and rich trappings of the olimpaniea 
of horse-guards; and the emperor was attended by a train 
of noWe^i and princes, some of whom, in rapid successions 
had been cfotheci with the purple, and were indulged by 
lenity*bf the times in a life of affluence and dignity. Their 
youthful ardour might animate the multitude; but their love 
of pleasure and contempt of subordination ftrere prea;nant 
with disorder atid mischief; and their importunate clamoui*s 
for speedy and decisive action disconcerted the prudence of 
Alexius, who might have surrounded and starved the besieg- 
ing array. 4 The enuineiation of provinces recalls a sad 
comparison of the past and present -fimits of the Roman 
world: the raw levies weie drawn together in haste and 
terror ; and the garrisons of Anatolia, or Asia Minor, had 
been purchased by the evacuation of the cities which were 
immediately occupied by the Turks. The strength of the 
Greek army consisted in the Varangians, the Scaixlinavian 
guards, whose numbers were recently augmented by a colony 
of exiles and volunteers from the Biitish island of Thule. 
Under the yoke of the Norman conqueror, the Danes and 
English were oppressed and united : a band of adventurous 
youths jesolved to desert a land of slavery ; the sea was open 
to their escape; and, in their long pilgrimage, they visited 
every coast that afforded any hope of liberty and revenge. 
They were entertained in the service of the Greek emperor; 
and their first station was in a new city on the Asiatic ^horC: 
‘but^lcxius soon recalled then to the delence of his person 
and paface ; and bequeathed to his successors the inheiitance 
of their faith and valourf- The name of a Norman invader 

» ' * ‘ 

♦ Muratoii (Annall d’ltalia, tom ix. p. 336, 137 ) observes, that some 
authors (Petros Piacon. Chron. Casmen I jii c 49 ) compose the Greek 
army of 170,000 men, but that the hmdrt^n may be struck off, and that Ma- 
iaterra reckons only 70,000; a slight inattention. The pa^ssage to which ha 
alludes, >s in the Chronicle of Lupus Protospata (Script Ital tom t p A-S ). 
WfalalCrra (1. iv c.^7.) speaks in high, but indefiniteiteims of the emperor, 
cum copiis iiinuiiDerabilibus : like tbe Apulian poet (1. iv. p 27^*)' 
M^e^custai'um, ipontes et plapa teguntur 

t See William or Malinibitry Ai;glorvin| 1. ji p 92. Alexius 

'6dem Augiorum suBcipiens piiecipuis familiaritatibus ^suis" eos ap^lic^bkt, 
amorem eoruin fiHo transcribeus. Ordericus Vitalis (Hin EticleL 1. tv. p. 508. 
L vii. p 641.) relates tbek emij^tioB from England, and thailr s^ice'^ia 
Greece* 
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xwivetl tt)e memory of tiieir wroi»g$: they marohe4 with 
«lacriiy against tlie national foc^ atid panted |o regain in 
Epirus, the glory which they had lost in the battle of Hast^ 
itig9* The Vara.igians were supported by some coinpanies 
of Franks or Latins ; and the rebels, who had fled to Con- 
stantinople from tlie tyranny of Guiscard, were eager to 
aigjiahse their zeal and gratify their revenge. * In this 
emergency the emperor had not disdained the impure aid of 
the Paulicians or Manichaeans of Thrace and Bulgaria ; and 
these heretic%ui>ited with the 1|^atience of martyrdom, the 
spirit and discipline of active valour*. The treaty with the 
sultan had pmcured a supply of i^me thousand Turks; and 
the arrows of the Scythian horse were opposed to the lances 
of the Norman cavalry. On tlie report and di^nt prospect 
of these formidable fsumbers, Robert assembled a council of 
his principal officers. You behold,” said he, your 
danger : it is urgent and inevitable. The hills are covered 
^ with arms and standards; and the emperor of the Greeks 
is accustomed to vvars and triumphs. Obedience and 
union are our only safety ; and I am ready to yield the 
^ command to a more woithy leader.'' The vote and accla- 
mation, even of bis secret enemies, assured him, in that 
perilous monent, of their esteem and confidence ; and the 
duke thus continued : Let us trust in the rewards of victory, 
^ and deprive cowardice of the means of escape. Let us 
^ burn our vessels and our baggage, and give battle on this 
s[K)t, a« if it were the place of our nativity and our burial.'* 
The resolution was unanimously approved ; and without con^ 
fining himself to his lines, Guiscard awaited in battle-array 
the nearer approach of the enemy. His rear was covered by 
astisall riveii; his right wing extended to tt)e sea; his left to 
the hills: nor was he conscious, perhaps, that on the same 
ground Caesar and Pompey had formerly disputed the empire 
of the world f. 

Against the advice of his wisest captains,, Alexius resolved 
to risk the ^vent of a general action, and exhorted the 
garrison of Jffuraszo to assist thek own deliverance by a well- 

« Sec tlie Apvliati, I- i. p. vsa. The character ea^yiterj of these Maai- 
UlNienf hue the evldect of the livthodhapteh 

f See the dmiHe und maeterly narrative of Ce;ttir bitnaelf (CotOmctit. de 
IMl* Hi. 41-^6 ) It ifl pity that t^niotus IciliOa (M 'GniBcbard) did not 
live* to tntlite thene opendioni, ds he has done tite catiipoi^s of Africa and 
SpaiA. 
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timed sally the town. He marched in two dolumns to 
surprise thciNwmams before day-break on two diflferetit sides: 
his* light davalry was scattered over the plain; the archers 
formed the second line; and the Vaiangians claimed tlie ho*- 
nours of the van-guard. In the first onset, the battle-axes of 
the strangers made a deep and bloody impression on the army 
of Guiscard, which was now reduced to fifteen thousand 
The Lombards and Calabrians ignominioasly turned their 
backs ; they fied towards the river and the sea ; but the lUldgc 
bad been broken down to* check the sally of the garrison^ 
and the coast was lined wliS^he Venetian gal lies, who played 
their enghl^ among thff disSi'difll^ throng. On the verge of 
rain, tlfcy were saved by the spirit and conduct of’ their chiefs. 
Gaita, the vyife of Robert, is painted by the Greeks as a war- 
like Amazon, a second Pallas ; less sstilful in arts, but not 
less terrible in arms, than the Athenian goddess^ : though 
wounded by an arrow, she stood her ground, and strove, by 
her exhortation and example, to rally the flying tioops +. 
Her female voice was seconded by the more powerful voice 
and arm of the Noiman duke, as calm' in action as he was 
magnanimous in council: Whither/’ he died aloud, 

whither do ye fly your enemy is implacable; and death 
is less grievous than servitude/’ The moment was deci- 
sive ; as the Vaiaugians advanced before the line, they disco- 
vered the nakedness of their flunks ; the main battle of the 
duke, of eight hundred knights, stood firm and entire; they 
couched their lances, and the Greeks deplore the furious and 
irresistible shock of the French cavalry %, Alexius was not 

* xot» fJLV) A^r.rn^ whirb is very properly trarstated by the 

presidijnt Cousin (Hist, dt* Cou&taiitiuop’c, tom iv. p 1.31, iu l2nio.), qfti com- 
batloit comme uue Pallas, quoiquelle qe ((it pas auss] savante qiie celle d'Ath^ncs. 
The Grecian goddess was composed of two discordant c!\aracters, of N^ith, the 
workwoniata of Sais in Egypt, and of a virgin Aiiuizon of the Tritoniaa Lake 
iq Lybia (Baoier, Mythologie, tom ir p J — 31. i»m9mo). 

•f* Anna Comnena (1. iv, p llh-) admires, with some degree of teiror, her 
mafifculine virtues. They were more familiar to the Latins: and though th« 
Apulian (1. iV. p. 273 .) mentions her presence and her wound, he represents her 
as far less intrepid. 

Uxor in hoc hello Roberti sortc sagitlA 
Qu^dain Iflss^ fuit : quo vulpere terfUa luiUatn 
Dum sperabut opem sc pcene su&c/ffrat hosti. 

The last is an unlucky word for a female prisoner. 

X Avt rms ra Pcf/^vfrv yiy»(riWif -W'VftaTTjv nartt 

ru¥ t&iv 1. v, p. '133 ); awdelaewbiWii^-^ 

amp Kai dfAi- 

(p. 140 ). The pedantry of the princess In the choice of ehutiic appellations, 

VoL, VIIL F 
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defii^i^nt in the duties of a soldier pif ^ ^ but he iJf' 

sponcr behel^ the sl,aughtpr of the VaraMgji^n?^ ^ the 
of the X^irks^ tlian he despised bis sybjepiJs and df sptii;e4 of 
bis forltaue- The princess Anue, ^\ho dcop^ a teaf on this 
melancholy event, is reduced praise the. strengUj und swift- 
ness of her father’s horse,. and his vigorous struggle, when, h^ 
was^ ahpost, overthrown by the stroke of a lant*e> v^^Uicb had 
shivered the IrapenaJ helmet His desperate valonr^ibroke 
t)iroi|gh a squadron of Franks w’ho opposed bisftight; and;,, 
after wandering two d^ys and as many nigljte in the moun* 
t;ains, he found some repose, q^-%|lily, though not of mind, in 
the walls of Jhychnidus^ irictorious Robert reproached 
the tardy' and* feeble puisuit which had suffered the escape of 
sp illustrious a prize: but he consoled liis disappointment by 
the trophies and stanslards of the field, the wealth and luxury 
of the Byzandn^ caipp, aud the glory of defeating an army 
fiye times more numerous than his own, A multitude of 
Italians had been the victim^ pf their own fears ; but only 
thirty of his knights wer,P slain in this memorable day- la 
the Roman host, the loss of Gregks^ Turks, and English, 
amounted to five or si< 2 ^ thousand.*: tlm plain of Purazzo 
wps stained with noble and royal bjupd : and the end of the 
impostor Michael was more lionourpbje tlpm his 

It is more than probable that Quiscard was not afflicted by 
the loss of a costly pageant, which had nrerited ^^nly the con- 
tempt and derision of the Greeks. After their, defeat, they 
still persevered in the defence of, I?iirazzo ; anej a Venetian^ 
commander supplied the place of George ?a)jBologus, wfla 
had been imprudently called away from his station. The 
tent^ of the besiegers were converted into barracks, to sus- 
tain tlje incleinency of the winter; and ip answet tq^theVlefi- 
auce of the garrison,. Robert insinuated, that his patience 
was at least equal to^thqir obstinapy f, P£;rbaps he already 

«ncmiraged Ducin^ to apply to Viis countrymen the characters of the ancje^it 
Ciauls. ‘ . rr 

♦ Lupus Protospata (tom. iii. p, 45.) saysCooo ; W^lliap the Apulian more 
than 50tK» (1 iv. p. J273.). Their rtodeitty is sin^far and ; they misht 

with so little trouble""liavc ^in or tlilBee myriads hrecldsmaticii and 
inhdels ! • ^ ... . * » . t , 

t Th^ Romans had changed the inauspieionsname of Epi-damnus to Hyr- 
Kachium (Plin. Hi. 26 . >5 and the Tulgar corraption olhDuracium (see AlSa. 
terra) bore some affiotly td hftrdHets, 0ne of HpberPs names was Durand,' » 
durando .* poor wit J . ( Ajl wnc, Monaclv »» Cfhron. ap vd JRjhiiwtwi Aiuuli % tg jiv 
fdm\ fit p. 137.). ' ‘ ‘ 
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ib his fi^crfet c'on*espoijdence with a Vehetiati hoble, 
wlrb ^Id t^e city for a rich and honauraMe marriage. At 
the dead of di^ht setcral rope-ladders were dropped from the 
wah«; the light Calabrians ascended in silence*; arrd the 
fJreeks wer^ aWakletied by the name and trumpets of the 
conqueror. Yet they defended the street three days against 
an enem)^ already niasteo* of the rampart; and near se^en 
monihs elapsed between the first investment and the final 
surrender of the place. From Durazio, the Norma# 
duke advanced into the heart of Epims or Albaniat Iraver- 
i^edthc first mountains of Thessaly ; suipriscd threS^liu tidied 
English in the citj^ of Castoria; approaches TliCssalonica ; 
and made Constantino|>lc tremble. A more pressing duty 
ijuspended the prosecution of his ambitious designs. ' By ship* 
wreck, pestilence, and the sword, his afmy was reditced to a 
third of the origirtal numbers ; and instead of being recruited 
from Italyj he was informed, by plaintive epistles, of the mis- 
chiefs and clangers which had been produced by his absence: 
the revolt of the cities and barons of Apulia; the distress 
of the pope; and the approach or invasion of Henry king 
of Germany. Highly presuming that his person was suffici- 
ent for the public safety, he repassed the sea in a single bri- 
gantine, and left the remains of the army under the com- 
mand of his son and the Norman counts, exhoiting Bohe- 
mond to respect the freedom of his peers, and the counts to 
obey the authority of their leader. The son of Guiscard 
trod in the footsteps of his father; and the two destroyers are 
compared, by the Greeks, lo the caterpillar and the locust, 
the last of whom devours whatever has escaped the teeth of 
the former^. After winning two battles against the empe- 
ror, he descended into the plain of Thessaly, and besieged 
Larissa, the fabulous realm of Achilles f, which contained 
the treasure and magazines of the By2:antine camp. Yet a 
just praise must not be refused to the fortitude and prudence, 

^ ttTPtif ttp T4$ etvmq ar«Tff» neu vmp (Anna, 1. i. p. 35.}. 

By these simiiieB, so diffeient from those of Homer, she wishes to inspire con« 
tempt as well as horror for the little noxions animal, a conqueror. Most unfor- 
tunately, the common sense, or cemroea nonsense, of ma^ind resists her lau- 
dable ooiign. 

t frodiitn&c anctor Trojanse cladis Achilles. 

*nie supposition of the Apulian (1. v. p. 275.) may be excused by the more clas- 
eio poetry of Virgil (^Bne^d II. 197.), LariSsseus AcbiUeS|but it is not justified 
by the geography of Homer. 

F2 





ftpii ian'enori^.ous los^ Jrjffamfee^'^iii’sef 

tt^ If^t^^ss'ofth^ci^sad^'^^ imperc^ 
their success remotli» if Ae Latin lHysses, {heifi^ 
embitlbus Boheipond, had npt empbyi^ the arms df 
tniii||i% deceit. JJie Cbristiat&jof Antiocl^ were nume- 


Cniii||i% a^d deceit. Jijie Cbristiadejof Antiocl| were nume- 
mtka ihd dilconteiftea : Phiroul, ^r Syrian renegade, had ac- 
favour of the em|r and the command of three tow- 
eti; dna ilie ineritof his repentance .disguised to the Latins, 
dnl perhaps to himself, the foul design of perfidy, and treason. 
M secret correspondence, for thei^mutual interest, w^s soon 
establis'|ied between -Phirou^ and the prince^ of Tarehto; and^, 
Bohemond declared in the council nf thechiefs, that he coul^ 
id^iver the city jpfo their hands. claimed the sy ,| i Wp 

0^nty of Antio^ as the reward of his service ; and 
p6^!, |?hich had been rejected by tlie envy, was at 
^tor<|dfrom the distress, of his equals. The nocturnal lw- 
{^il|E^%as executed by the French and Norman princes, who 
ascended in person the scaling-ladders that were thrown 
from the walls; their new proselyte, after the murder of his 


too scrupulous l^rother, embraced and introduced the servants 
of Christ; the army rushed through the<gatesj and the Mo^ 
stems soon found, that, although mercy was hopeless, resist- 
ance was impotent. But the citadel still reftised surren- 
der ; and the victors the^pselves were “Speedily encompassed 
besieged by the innumerable forcespf Kerboga, prince of 
Mos^li Who, with twenty-eight Turkjt^h emirs, advanced to 
the deliverance of Antioch. Five-and-twenty days the Chris- 
tiane spent on thi? verge of destruction; and the proud lieu- 
tenaitt of the caliph and the sultan left them only the choice 
of 4 ^itude or death ♦. In this extremity they collected the 
reliofa of their stfength, sallied from the town, and, in a sin- 


gle p^cpptprable day, annihilated or dispersed the host of Turks 
and 3l»bians, which they might safely report to have con^ 
sisi^d of six hundred thousa^ men t» ' Their |^pernatural 

♦ A^et tli« dutrew and bumble jw Ution ef^Swranks, Alml- 

pbamijiiiaaiMp reply pf Oodbuka, or Kerboga ^ ^ Kon evasuri eotia 

*' ... 


ofittAnitaNjiiuKkudio^ iniYoaiismm tignaen, inbudfeere cOj^or 
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of Alexius, who brax^elj struggled with the calamities of the 
times. Jii the poverty of the state, he presumed to borrow 
tlie superfluous ornaiiietits of the churches; the desertion of 
the ]V1 anichaeans was supplied by some tribes of Moldavia; 
a rei: forcement of seven thousand Tuiks replaced and reven- 
ged the loss of their brethren ; and the Greek soldiers were 
exercised to ride, to draw the bow, and to the daily practice 
of^ambuscades and evolutions. Alexius had been taugjat by 
experience, that tlie formidable cavalry of the Franks on 
foot was unfit for action, and almost incapable of motion * ; 
his archers were directed to airlj^ their arrows at the horse 
lather than t|ie man ; and a variety of spikes and snares was 
scatteied over Ihc ground on which he might expect an 
attack. In the neighbourhood of Larissa the evenfs of war 
were prsitracted and Ijalanced. The courage of Bohemond 
was always conspicuous, and often successful ; but his camp 
was pillaged by a stratagem of the Greeks ; the city was im-. 
pregnable ; and the venal or discontented counts deserted his 
standard, betrayed their trusts, and enlisted in the service of 
the emperor. Alexius returned to Constantinople with the 
advantage, ratlier than the honour, of victory. After eva-» 
cuating the conejuests which he could no longer defend, the 
son of Guiscarcl embarked for Italy, and was embraced by a 
father who esteemed his merit, and sympathised in his 
misfortune. 

Of the Latin princes, the allies of Alexius and enemies of 
Robert, the most piompt and [)owerful was Henry the third or 
fourth, king of Germany and Italy, and future emperor of 
the AVest. The epistle of the Greek monarch f to his bro- 
ther is filled witli the warmest professions of friendship, and 
the most lively desire of strengthening their alliance by 
every public and private tie. He congratulates Henry 
on bis success in a ^ust and pious war, and complains that 

♦ The ruv TrroaAftara, which incumbered the knights on foot, have 

hfen ijtnoiantly tianslatcd spurs (Anna Comnena, Alexias, 1. v. p. 140.). 
Ducange linsexplamfd the true sense by a ridiculous and inconvenient fashion, 
which Tasteilfrorn the xith to thexvtb century. These peaks, in the form of a 
Acorpion, were sonietiwos two foot, and fastened to the knee with a silver chain. 

t The epistle itself (Alexias, 1 in. p 93, 9^, 95.) well deserves to be read. 
There is one expression, ^rpo'TTB^sKVP which Dncapge 

does not understand, 1 have cndeaVoui^^d to grope out a tolerable meaning ; 

is a golden ciown •, is explained by Simon Poxtius (in 

Lcxlco (iraeco. Barbar.), by xspavrof, irpTirnp, ® flash <of lightning. 
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the prosperity of his own empire is disturbed by aUdacU 
ous enterprises of the Norman Robert. The list of his pre- 
sents expresses the manners of the age, a radiated crown of 
gold, a cross set with pearls to hang on the breast, a case of 
jelics, with the names and titles of the saints, a vase of crystal, 
a vase of sardonyx, some balm, most probably of Mecca, and 
one bundled pieces of purple. To these he added a more 
solid pi»iesent, of one hundred and forty-four thousand Byzan- 
tines of gold, with a farther assurance of two hundred and 
sixteen thousand, so soon as Henry should have entered in 
arms the Apulian territori^, and confirmed by an oath the 
league against the common enemy. The German who 
was already in Lombardy at the head of an army and a face 
tion, accepted these liberal offers, and mai*ched towards the 
south: his speed was checked by the SQ^tnd of tihe battle of 
Durazzo ; but the influence of liis arms or name, in the hasty 
return of Robert, was a full equivalent lor the Grecian bribe. 
Henry was the severe adversary of the Normans, the allies 
and vassals of Gregory the seventh, his implacable foe. The 
long quarrel of the throne and mitre had been lecently kin- 
dled by the zeal and ambition of that haughty priest^: the 
king and the pope had degraded each other ; and each had 
seated a rival on the tempoi'al or spiritual throne of his anta- 
gonist. After the defeat and death of his Swabian rebel, 
Henry descended into Italy, to assume the Imperial crown, 
and to drive from the Vatican the tyrant of the church J. 
But the Roman people adhered to the cause of Gregory: 
their resolution was fortified by supplies of men and money: 
from Apulia; and the city was thrice ineffectually besieged 


* For these general ^fronts I miist refer to the general historians Sigonias, 
Baronins, Muratori, Mosheim, St Marc, &c. 

t The li\es of Gregory VII. are eithei legends or invectives (St. Marc, 
Abiege, tom. lii. p. 235 , &c ) • and his miraculous or magical performances are 
alike incredible to a modern leader He will, as usual, find some instruction 
in Clerc (Vie de Hildebrand, Bihliot ancienne et modenie, tom viii.), and 
much amusement in Bayle (Dietionaire Critique, VII.). That pope 

was undoubtedly a great man, a second Athanasius, in a more fortunate agC of 
the church. May I presume to add, that the portrait of Athanasius, is one of 
the passages of niy history (vul. ni p. 356, &c.) with which I am the least dis- 
satisfied ? 

i Anna, with the rancour of a Greek schismatic, calls him 
nemaq (l. i. p, .32.), a ^ope, or priest, worthy to bespit upon ; and accuses him 
of scourging, shaving, perhaps of castrating, the ambassadors of Henry (p. i 
59O* this outrage is improbable and doubtful (see the sensible preface of 
Cousin.), 
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hy the king of Germany. In the fourth ylJlw* he 
aa it is said, with Byzantine goid, the nobleS of Hottie, 
estates and catstles had been rained by the war. I'he gates, 
the bridges, and fifty hostages, were delivered into his hands: 
the antipope, Clement the third, was consecrated in the iMe- 
xan: the grateful pontiff crowned his protector in the Vati- 
can i and the emperor Henry fixed his residence in the Capi- 
tSl, as the lawful successor of Augustus and Charlettagne. 
The ruin« of the Septizonium were still defended by the 
nephew of Gregory : the pope himself was invested in the 
castle of St. Angelo ; and his last hope was in the courage 
and fidelity of his Norman vassal. Their friendship had 
been interrupted by some reciprocal injuries and complaints; 
but, oil this pressing occasion^ Guiscard was urged by the 
obligation of his oatj^, by his interest, more potent than oarhs^ 
by die love of fame, and his enmity to the two emjierors. 
Unfurling the holy banner, he resolved to fly to the relief of 
the prince of the apostles: the most numerous of his armies^ 
six thousand horse, and thirty thousand foot, was instantly 
assembled; and his march from Salerno to Rome was ani- 
mated by the public applause and the promise of the divine 
favour. Heniy, invincible in sixty-six battles, trembled ae 
his approach ; recollected some indispensable affairs that 
required his presence in Lombardy ; exhorted the Romans to 
persevere in their allegiance ; and hastily retreated three 
days before the entrance of the Normans. In less than 
three years, the son of Tancred of Hanteville enjoyed the 
glory of delivering the pope, and of compelling the two 
emperors of the East and West to fly before his victorious 
arms*. But the triumph of Robert was clouded by the 
calamities of Rome. By the aid of the friends of Gregory, 
the walls had been perforated or scaled ; but the Imperial fac- 
tion was still powerful and active ; on the third day, the peo- 
ple rose in a furious tumult ; and an hasty word of the coii- 
querar, in hi^ defence or revenge, was the signal of fire and 


* Sic ttiia tempore vieti 

Sunt terra* Domini duo: rea Alemannicus isle, 

Imperii rector Romani maxiinuf ilie. 

Alter ad miua ruens Armis superatur ; et alter « 

Nominii audit! aoUk forniidine cdUit. 

It is sinf^ular enoui^h, tliat the Apulian, a Latin, should distingutih tho Greek 
*8 the ruler of the Roman empire (1. ir. p. S74.)« 
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pillager The Saracens of Sicily, the objects of Rogiftf^ ttn4 
auxiliaries of kis brother, embraced this fair occasion of 
riHipig and profaning the holy city of the Christians : many 
thousands of the citizens, in the sight, and by the allies, of 
their sfwritual father, were exposed to violation, captivity, 
or death ; and a spacious quarter of the city, from the Late^ 
ran to the CoUseuna, was consumed by the femes, and dev<^ 
ted to ^rpetuai solitude f. From a city, where he was now 
feted, and might be no longer feared, Gregory retired to end 
his days in the palace of Salerno. The artful pontiff might 
flatter the vanity of Guisdbrd, with the hope of a Roman 
or Imperial ci’own; but this dangerous measure, which 
would have inflamed the ambition of the Norman, must for 
ever have alienated the most foithful princeB of Germany. 

The deliverer and scourge of Rome lAight have iuduiged 
himself in a seacson of repose ; but in the sarr^e year of tho 
flight of the German emperor, the indefatigable Robert 
resumed the design of his eastern conquests. The zeal or 
gratitude of Gregory had promised to his valour the king-r 
doms of Greece and Asia^i; his troops were assembled in 
amis, flushed with success, and eager for action. Thear 
numbers, in the language of Tlomer, are compared by Anna 
to a swarm of bees §; yet the utmost and moderate limits of 
yie powers of Guiscard have been already defined ; they 
were contained on this second occasion in one hundred and 
twenty vessels; and as the season was far advanced, the har- 
bour of BrMudusium || was prefen'ed to the open road of 


* TkcnArrativc ofMat^terra (1. iii, c. 37, p. 587, 583.) is aiitlientic, drcapiT 
^tantiftl, and fair Dux ignein exrlaiuans urbu ineensa, &c. The ApuUa% 
seflenS the. nuschjicf (inde quiintatUim aedibus exustis), which is ag^aiu 
rated ffii, some partial Ciu'omcles (IVtuialuii AfiiiiaU, tom. ix. p. J47.). 

•f mentioning this devastation, the Jesuit Donatus (de Roma retcri ct 

I iv. c 8v p. 489.) prettily adds, Duraret hodicque m Coaiio months in-, 
terqvic ipsiun et capitolium miaerahills facies prostratae urbis, nisi in borto^um^ 
TineWuinque amseiiitatem Roma resurrexisset «t ]jerpetu^ vii iditate contegf-r 
set^ulnera et ruinas suas. 

J Tj^c^FAjalty of Rdb«rt, either promised, or bellowed Uy; tke pope 
k I. p. so^ioptly couhrmed by the Apnliau (1. it. p, sye.): 

Romam regx4 sibi pr9xiusii|8e toronaui : 

Ff^pa^ferelmtur. 

Nor cap L»wdej‘5t;avd why Gretser, and the otbvr papal adfocatesy shimld he 
duyltSlpeed with this new instance of a^stolic jurisdiction. 

f See Homer, liiedB. (1 hate tw.pedpntieipfKie of quotation by the let* 
tera of the alphabet) 8y, Hisbeeaai^ t^o tina^ of a diiordealyi 

%ir diaeipline woife. seexa. tp' be the id«t% of ,a hoef 

||) GuAlklm. I, T^ p, 87^. The* a^iavlcab^e eTgrppMjlielenv wat, 
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lOtranto. Alexius, apprehensive of a second attitcbi tod 
assiduously laboured to restore the naval forces of the em- 
pire ; and obtained from the republic of Venice an iiufior- 
tant succour of thirty*six transports, fourteen galiiesi and 
nine galeots or ships of extraordinary strength and magni- 
tude. Their services were liberally paid by the licence or 
jjionopoly of trade, a profitable gift of many shops and 
houses in the port of Constantinople, and a tributflK^to St. 
Mark, the more acceptable as it was the produce of a tax on 
their rivals of Amalphi. By the union of the Greeks and 
Venetians, the Adriatic was covered wdth an hostile fleet ; 
but their own neglect, or the vigilance of Robert, the change 
of a wind, or the shelter of a mist, opened a free passage; 
and the Norman troops were safely disembarked on the coast 
of Epirus. With Iwenty strong and w^ell- appointed gallies, 
their intrepid duke immediately spaglit the enemy, and 
though more accustomed to light on horseback, he trusted 
hfis own life, and the lives of his brother and two sons, to the 
event of a naval combat. The dominion of t% sea was dis- 
puted in three engagements, in sight of ilie island of Corfu : 
in the two former, the skill and numbers of the allies were 
superior ; but in the third, the Normans obtained a final and 
complete victory The light brigantines of the Greeks 
Were scattered in ignominious flight ; the nine castles of the 
Venetians maintained a more obstinate conflict; seven were 
sunk, two were taken ; two thousand five hundred captives 
implored in vain the mercy of the victor ; and the daughter 
of Alexius deplores the loss of thirteen thousand of his sub- 
jects or allies. The want of experience had been supplied 
by the genius of Guiscard ; and each evening, when he had 
sounded a retreat, he calmly explored the causes of his re- 
pulse, and invented new methods how to remedy his own de- 
fects, and to baffle the advantages of the enemy. The win- 

double^ the outward harbour was a gulph covered by an island, and nan-ow- 
inif by degrees, till it commuincatcd by a small i^ullet with the inner harbour, 
which embraced the city on both sides. C®sav and nature have laboured for 
Its rum, and against such agients, what are the feeble efforts of the Neapolitan 
government? (Swinbourne's Travels in the two Sicilies, vol i. p. 384— >3^ ). 

♦ William of Apuha (I v. p. 276.) describes the victory of the Normans, 
and forgets the two pi*evioug defeats, which are diligently recorded by Adna 
Comnena (I. v*. p. 159, 160, 161.). her turn she luvents or magnifies n 
foiii th action, to give the Venetians revenge and rewards. Their own feelings 
were far different, since they depowd their doge, propter excidium stoli (Dan- 
dul’us in ChroD. in ^lurlilori, Script. Kemm ltaU€aruiD,.toxn. xii. p. S49.). 
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ter season suspended his progress : with the return of spring 
lie again aspired to the conquest of Constantinople ; but, in- 
stead of traversing the hills of Epirus, he turned his arms 
dgainst Greece dnd the islands'; \^here the spoils would repay 
the labour, and where the land and sea forces might pursue 
their joint Operations v ith vigour and effect. But, in the 
isle df Cephalonia, his projects, were fatally blasted by^aii 
epidtolical disease; Robert himself, in the seventieth year of 
his age, expired in his teht ; and a suspition Of poison was 
imputed by public rumour, to bis wife, or to the Greek em- 
peror This ptematiire death rtiigbt allow a boundless 
Scope for the imagination of his future exploits s and tlie 
everlt sufficiently declares, that the Norinan gteatness was 
founded on his life f. Without the appearance of an enemyi 
a victorious army dispersed or retreated^^in disordet and c?on- 
steniation; and Alexivs; who had trembled for his empire^ 
rejoiced in his deliverance. The galley which transported 
the remains of Guiscard was shipwrecked on the Italian 
shore ; but the duke’s body was recovered fVom the sea, and 
deposited in the sepulchre of VenusiaJ, a place more illus- 
trious for the birth of Horace §, than for the burial of the 
Norman heroes, Roger, his second sou and successor, im- 
mediately sdiik to the humble station of a duke of Apulia: 
the esteem or partiality of his fa^ier left the valiant Bohe- 
inond to the inheritance of his sword. The national tran- 
quility was disturbed by his claims, till the first crusade 


♦ The most authentic writer*?, William of Apulia (1. v. p. 277), Jeffrey 
Malaterra (I. iii. c. 41. p. 589.), and Rotnuald of Salerno (Chron. in Muratori, 
Script. Return Ital. tom. vii ),\arc ignoiant of this crime so apparent to our 
countsymen, William df Malmsbury (1 iii. p 107.), and Roofer de Hoveden 
(p. 710 in Scrijit. post Bedam); and the latter can tell, how tlie just Alexius 
married, crowned, and burnt alive, his female accomplice. The English his- 
torian is indeed so blind, that he ranks Robert Guiscard, or Wiscard, among 
the knights of Henry I. who ascended the throne ^ftcen years alter the duke 
of Apulia's death. 

t The joyful Anna Comnenj^ scatters some flowers over the grave of an enemy 
(Aiexiad, 1 v. p. l62^l(>i5.). and his best praise is the esteem and enVy of 
William the Conqueror, the sovereign of his family. Grapcia (says Malaterra) 
hostibus recedentibus libera laetaqdievit : Apulia tdta sivc Calabria turbatur. 

J Ufbs Venusina uitet tantis decorata jiepulchris, 

is one of the last lines the Apulian's poem (1. V p. 278 ). William of Malms- 
bury (1. ill. p. J 07.) inserts an epitaph on Guiscard, which is not worth trails- 
cribing « 

^ \ Yet Horace had few dhtigations tosVenusia ‘ he was carried to Rome in his 
childhood (Serm. i. 6.); ahd his repeated allusions to the doubtful limit of Apu- 
lia and Lucania (Carm.Ui. 4. Serm. ii. i.) are unworthy of his age and g^iuus. 

Vol. VIII. G 
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agailis^fc the in6dels of the East opened a more splendid field 
of glory and conquest *. 

Of human life, the most glorious or humble prospects are 
alike and soon bounded by the sepulchre. Tiie male line of 
Robert Guiscard was extinguished, both in Apulia and at 
Antioch, in the second generation ; but his younger brother 
became the father of a line of kings ; and the son of the 
great count was cndowx'd with the name, the conqnester/and 
the spirit, of the fiist Roger f. The heir of that Norman 
adventurer was born in Sicily: atid, at the age of only four 
years, he succeeded to the sovereignty of the island, a lot 
wliich reason miglit envy, could she indulge for a moment 
the visionary^ though viitnoiiSj, wish of dominion. Had 
Roger been content with his huiliul patrimony, an happy 
and giatefiil peo[)lc i^ight have blessed their benefactor ; and 
if a wise administialion could have yestored the piosperous 
times of the Greek colonies the opulence and power of 
Sicily alone might have equalled the widest scope that could 
be acquired and desolated by the sword of war. But the ambi- 
tion of tlic gieat count was ignorant of these noble pursuits; 
it v\as gratified by tlie vulgar means of violence and arti- 
fice, He sought to obtain the undivided possession of Paler- 
mo, of which one moiety had been ceded to the elder branch ; 
.struggled to enlarge his Calabrian limits beyond the measure 
of foMiicr treaties; and impatiently watched the declining 
health of his cousin William of Apulia, the grandson of 
Robert. On the fiist intelligence of his premature death, 
Roger sailed from Palcimo w ith seven gallies, cast anchor in 
the bay of Salerno, received, after ten days iiegociation, an 
oath of fidelity fioin the Norman capital, commandefl the 
submission oF the barony and extorted a legal investiture 

from the reluctant popes, who could not long endure cither 

• 

* See Giannoiio ftoTn ii p. 88— 93.)» the historians of the first crusade. 

f The i-cijjn of Roger, and the Norman kings of Sicily, fills four books of the 
Istoria Civile of Giunnonc (tom li. I.xi— xiv p. 13b'— 340.), is spread over 
the ixth and xfh volumes of the Italian Aunals of Muratori. In the Biblio- 
therpio Italiqne (tom, i p 175 — 22S.) I find an useful abstract of Capccelatro, 
a modern Neapolitan, >»bo has composed, in two volumes, the history of his 
count! > from Rogei I. to Frederick 11 inclusive. 

X According to the testimony of Ph distils and Diodorus, the tyrant Diony- 
siu.s of ^\r.^euse c uhi^raaintam a stand^g force of 1 OjdOO horse, 100,000 foot, 
and 400 gallies. Compare Hume (Essays, vol i. p. 268. 435.) and his adversary 
Wallace (iNuinW' r*. of Mankind, p. 3o6, 307.). The ruins of Agrigentum are 
the theme of ciery tmeller, d'Orville, Keidesel, Swinburne, &c. 
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the friendship or enmity of a powerful vassal. The sacred 
spot of Benevento was respectfully spaiech patrimony 

of St. Peter ; but the rt'duction of Capua and Naples com- 
pleted the design of his uncle Guiscard ; and the sole inhe- 
ritance of the Norman conquests was possessed by the victo- 
rious Rosier. A conscious superiority of power and merit 
prompted him to disdain the titles of duke and of coi'*U *, 
and the isle of Sicily, with a third perhaps of tlie continent 
i)f Italy, might form the basis of a kingdom * which would 
only yield to the monarchies of Fiance and England. The 
chiefs of the nation, who attended liis coronation at Paler- 
mo, iniglil doubtless pronounce under what name he should 
reign over tiiem; but the example of a Greek tyiant or a 
Saracen emir w'ere iiisufficient to justify his ic:2;al chaiMcter; 
iuid the nine kings of the Latin world f might disclaim their 
new associate, unless he were eonseerated by the authority of 
the supreme pontdF. The pride of AnacleUis was pleased to 
confer a title w hich the pride of the Noiinan had stooped to 
solicit X ; hut his own legitimacy was attacked by the adverse 
election of Innocent the second ; ,and while Anacletus sat in 
the Vatican, the successful ingitive was acknowledged by the 
nations of Europe. The infant monarcliy of poger was 
shaken, and almost oveithr iwm, by the unlucky choice of an 
ecclesiastical patron ; and tlie sword of Lotliaire the second 
of Gernuiny, the excominunn ations of Innocent, the fleets 
cf Pisa, and the zeal of Su Bernard, were united for the 
ruin of tlie Sicilian robber. After a gallant resistance, the 
Norman prince was driven fioin the continent of Italy; a 
new duke of Apulia was invested by llie pope and the empe- 
roiv^each of whom held one ^ end of the gonfanon, or flag- 

* A contemporary historian of the acts of Rog;cr from the year 1127 
J1135, founds his title on merit ;iihI power, the cAnseiit of the barons, and tlie 
ancient royalty of Sicily and Palcriuo, nitliout iiitioducin^ pope Anacletus 
(Alexand. Ccencbii Telc'sini Al>h,itis,de Rebus jsrestis Regis Rogerii, lib. iv. in 
Muraton, Script Rerum Ital. tom v p OO/ — G45 ) 

•f The kings of France, England, Scotland, Castillc, Arragon, Navarre, Swe- 
den, Denmark, and Hungary. The three fiist weie more a icient than Charle- 
magne; the three next were created hv their sword, the three last by their bap- 
tism ; and of these the king of Huiigaiy alone was honoured or debased by a 
papal crown. 

J Fazellus, and a j^rowd of Simians, had imagined a more early and inde- 
pendent coionation (A D. 1130, Maf 1 ), which Gianuone unwillingly rejects 
(tom ii. p. 137 — 144 ). This fiction is disproved by the silence of contenipo- 
xaries*, nor can it be restored by a spurious charter of Messina (Muiaton, 
Annah d’ltalja, torn. ix. p. 340. Pagi, Critica, tom. jv. p. 467 , 4 G 8 .). 
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as a token tjiat th^y asserted their right, and ^psp^nded 
their quarrel. Put such jealotts friendship >yas pf shoyt ^nd 
precarious duraUon : the German armies soon yanished in 
disease and desertion * ; the Appiian cluke^ wjth his adhe* 
rents, was exterminated by 4 conqueror, who seldom forgave 
either the dead or the Jiving; like his predecessor I^eo tli^ 
ni^th, the feeble though haughty pontiff bepape the captive 
and friend of the Normans; and their lecouciliatioH^ was 
celebrated by the eloquence of Bernard, who now revered 
the title and virtues of the king of Sicily. 

As a penance for this impious war against the successor of 
St. Peter, that irtonm ch might have promised to display the 
banner of the cross, and ho accomplished with ardour a ^ovf 
$0 propitious to his interest and revenge. The recent injuries 
of Sicily might provbke a just retaliation on the heads of the 
3 aracens: the Normans, whose blood had been mingled with 
so many subject streams, were encouraged to remember and 
emulate the n;ival trophie3 of their fathers, and in the maturity 
of their strength they contended with the decline of an Alricati 
power. Whpn the Fatimite caliph departed for the conquest 
of Bgypl, he rewarded the real merit and apparent fidelity 
of his servant Joseph, ^ith a gift of his royal mantle, and 
forty Arabian horses, his palace, with its sumptuous furniture, 
and the government pf the kingdoms of Tunis and Algiers, 
The Zeiridcs f, the descendant? of Joseph, forgot their alle- 
giance and gratitude to a distant benefactor, grasped and 
abused the fruits of prosperity; and after running the little 
course of an Oriental dynasty, were now fainting in their 
own weakness. On the side of the land, they were pressed 
by the Almohtidcs, the fanatic princes of Morocco, v}i:bile 
the sea coast was open to the entei prises of the Greeks and 
Franks, wlio, befoie the close of the eleventh century, bad 
ex tolled a ransom of two hundred thousand pieces of gold. 
By the first arms of Roger, the island or rock of Malta, 
which has been since ennobled by a military and religious 
coloay, was inseperably annexed to the crown of Sicily. 

* corrupted the second person of Lotbaire^ army, who sounded or 

rather cried, a retreat: for the Germans (says Cinnamus, 1 . iii. c. i. p. 51 .) are 
ip^ftorant of the use or tidmpets Most ^norant hiinselfl ' 

t See de Guijs^ncf, Hist. Generalc des Huns, tom. i. p. 569— - 373 . and Car- 
doAnr, Hist, de rAfriquc, &c. sous la Domination dcs Aiftbes, tom. u. p. 70— 
'1*44. llieir commpti original appe^s to be Novairi. 
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Tripoli a ^tropg and maritane city, was th|2 next object of 
bis attaci^ ; and the slaughter of the malcsi l^he captivity of 
rhe rnight be justified by the frequent practice of the 

Mosleii^s themselves. The capital of the Zeirides was named 
Africa from the country, and Mahadiaf fiom the Arabian 
foiiiidcr : jt is strongly built on a neck of laud, but the im|)er- 
fectiop of the harbour is npt compensated by tlie I’ertility^of 
rhe adjacent plain. JVlahadia was besieged by George the Sici- 
lian admiral, with a fleet of one hundred and fifty gallies, 
amply provided with men and the instruments of mischief ; 
the sovereign had fled, the Moorish governor refused to capi- 
tulate, declined the last and irresistible assault^ and secretly 
escaping with the Moslem inhabitants, abandoned the place 
find its treasures to the rapacious Franks. In successive 
expeditions, the king of Sicily or his ln*iitenants i educed the 
cities of Tunis, Safax, Capsia, Bona, and a long tract of the 
sea-coast;}:; the fortresses were garrisoned, the country was 
tributary, and a boast, that it held Africa in subjeciion, might 
be inscribed with some flattery on the sword of Hoger^* 
After his death, that sword was broken ; and these transma- 
rine possessions were neglected, evacuated, or lost, under the 
troubled reign of his successor ||. The triumphs of Scipio 
and Belisarius have proved, that the African continent is nei- 
ther inaccessible nor invincible: yet the great princes and 
powers of Christendom have repeatedly failed in tlieir arma- 
ments against the Moors, who may still glory in the easy 
conquest and long servitude of Spam. 

Since the decease of Kobeit Guiscard, the Normans had 
relinquished, above sixty years, their hostile designs against 
the^empire of the East. The policy of Roger solicited a 


♦ Tripoli (says the Nubian gcograplier, or more properly the Sherif al 
Edribi) url>s fortis, sUbceo muiu valtata, sxta propc littuB mniig. llanc expug- 
tiavit Rogerias, qui mulienbns captivis durtiB, viros peremit. 

f See the geography of Leo Aft'icanus fm Ramusio, tom. i. fol 74. ^cr«o, 
fol. 75. recto), and Shaw's Travels (p. 110 ), the viith book of Thuanus, and 
the xith of the Abbe de Vertot. The possession and defence of the place wan 
offered by Charles V and wisely declined by the knights of Malta. 

J Pagi lias accurately marked the African conquests of Roger f and hia 
criticism was supplied hy his friend the Abb^ Longuerue, with some Arabic 
memorials (A. D. 1147, No. 26, 27. A. D. 1148, No. 16. A.l>. 1153, No. j6.). 

^ Appitlus ct Calaber, Siculus inihi sei vit et Afer. 

A proud inscription, which denotes, Uiat the Norman conquerors were still dis- 
criminated from their Christian and Moslem subjects. 

II Hugo Falcandus (Hist. $icala, in Muratori Script, tom. vii. y. 270, 27 1.) 
nsfyibes these losses to the neglect or treachery of the adpiiral Majo. 
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public and private union with the Greek princes, whose alli- 
ance would dignify his legal (haracter: he demanded in 
marriage a daughter of the Comnenian family, and the first 
steps of the treaty si emed to promise a favouiable event. 
But the contemptuous treainrient of his ambassadois exa^^pe- 
rated the vanity of the new monarch ; and the insolence of 
th$ Byzantine court was expiated, accoiding to the laws of 
nations, by the sufferings of a guiltless people With a 
fleet of Seventy gal lies, George the ad mi i a! of Sicily 
appeared before Coifu; and both the island and city were 
delivered into his hands by tlie disaflected inhabitants, who 
had yet to learn that a siege is still more calamitous than a 
tribute. In this invasion, of some moment in the annals of 
commerce, the iNJormans spread themselves by sea, and over 
the provinces of Greece; and the veneiable age of Athens, 
Tiu-bes, and Coiinth, was violated by rapine and cruelty. 
Ot* the wrongs of Athens, no meinor'al remains. The anci- 
ent walls, which encompassed, without guaidmg, the opu- 
lence ut Thebci^, were scaled by the Latin Christians; but 
their sole use of the gospel was to sanctify an oath, that the 
lawful owners had not secreted any lelic of their inbciitance 
or iiuiiistiy. On tnc a[>proach of the Normans the lower 
town of Coiinth w^as evacuated; the Gieeks retired to the 
citadel, which was seated on a lofty eminence abundantly 
watered by the classic fountain of Firene ; an impregnable 
fortress, if the want ol courage could be balanced by any 
advantages of art or nature. As soon as the besiegers had 
surmounted the labour (their sole labour) of climbing the 
lull, their geneial, from the commanding eminence, admired 
his iiwn victory, and testified his gratitude to heaveu, by 
tearing from the altar the precious image of Theodore the 
tutelary saint. The silk w^eavers of both sexes, whom 
George transported to Sicily, composed the most valuable 
part of the spoil, and in comparing the skilful industry of the 
mechanic with the sloth and cowardice of the soldier, he was 
heaid to exclaim, that the distaff and loom were the only 

♦ The tiilf nee of the Sicilian historians, who end too soon or begin too late, 
fnnst l>e supplied by Otho of Frismgen, ^German (de Gestis Frederici 1. 1. i. c. 
33 in Muratori Script torn, vi p. bbs.), the Venetian Andrew Dandu1us(ld. 
tom. XU. p 282, 283 ), and the Greek writ6)*s Cmiiamns (1. lii. c. 2—5) and 
Nicetas (in Manuel, h li, c. 1—6.). 
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weapons which the Greeks were capable of usinp. The pro- 
gress of this naval armament was marked by two conspicuous 
events, the rescue of tluj king of France, and the insult of the 
Byzantine capital. In his return by sea from an unfortunate 
crusade, Louis the seventh was intercepted by the Greeks, who 
basely violatedthe law’s of honour and religion. 1 he fortunate 
encounter of the Norman fleet delivered the royal captive; ajud 
after a free and honourable enteraininent in the court of Sic liy, 
Louis continued his journey to Rorue and pans*. In the 
absence of the emperor, Constantinople and the Hellespont 
were left without defence and without the suspicion of dan- 
ger. The clergy and people, for the soldiers had followed 
the standard of JVIaniiei, were astonished and dismayed at the 
hostile appearance of a line of gallies, which boldly cast 
anchor in the front of tlie Imperial city. The forces of the 
Sicilian admiral were inadequate to the siege or assault of 
an immense and populous metropolis: but George enjoyed 
the glory of humbling the Greek arroi»ance, and of marking 
tlie path of conquest to the navies of the West. Ue iandt d 
some soldiers to rifle the fruits of the royal gardens, and 
pointci^ with «dver, or more probably with fire the arrows 
which be discharged against the palace of the Ciesarsf. 
This playful outrage of the pirates of Sicily, who had sur- 
prised an unguarded moment, Manuel afi’ected to despite, 
while his martial spirit, and the forces of the empire, were 
awakened to revenge. The Archipelago and Ionian sea were 
covered with his squadrons and those of Venice ; but 1 know 
not by what favourable allowance of transports, victuallers, 
and pinnaces, our reason, or even our fancy, can be reconciled 
to tbe stufxjndous account of fifteen hundred vessels, which 
is proposed by a Byzantine historian. These operations were 
directed with prudence and energy : in his homeward voyage 
George lost nineteen of his gallies, vfhich were separated, 

♦ To this imperfect caj^ture and speedy rescue, I apply the 
Ttf of Ciinminus, 1. ii. c. 19. p- 49. Mnratori, on tolnable evidence 

(Annali d’ltalia, tom ix. p 42o, 421 ), laup^he at the delicacy of tin French, 
whoxnam tain, mansquc nulloimpedicnte pcidculo ad rcgnum piopnum rever- 
sum esse : yet I observe that their advocate, Ducangc, is less positive as the 
commentator on Ginnamus, than as the editor of Joinville. 

+ Inpalatium return sagittas igiypas injccit, says Daadulus; but Nicetas, 
1. ii. c. 8 p. 66. transforms them into BA-*) apyEma? tyorrek aTpatxTtff, and adds, 
that Manuel styled this insult wtvyvm, and yey^tarcc .... * >\7)rivovrec. These 
arrows, by the compiler, Vinceiit dc l^ttvais, lire a|^ transmuted inU gohl 
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and taken : after ah obstinate defence, Corfu implored the 
clemency of her lawful sovereign ; nor could a shipf fit sbldiet 
of the Norman prince, be found, unless as a captivi, \tithiii 
the limits of the Eastern empire. I'We prosperity dtid the 
health of Roger were already in a decluting state : while he 
listened in his palace of PaLlermo to the messehgefs of victory 
or^efeat, the invincible Manuel, the foremost in every assault^ 
was celebrated by the Greeks and Latins as the Alexander or 
Hercules of the age. 

A prince of ^ach a temper OoUld hot be satisfied with 
having repelled the insolence of a barbarian. It was 
the right and duty, it might be tbc interest and glory, of 
Mainuel to restore the ancient majesty of the eihpire, to re- 
cover the protinces of Italy and Sicily, and to chastise thij^ 
pretended king, the grandson of a Norman vassal’*^. The 
natives of Calabria were still attached to the Greek language 
and worship, which had been inexorably proscribed by the 
Latin clergy : after the loss of her dukes, Apulia was chained 
as a servile appendage to the crown of Sicily : the founder of 
the monarchy had ruled by the sword ; and his death abated 
the fear, witliout healing the discontent, of his subjects: the 
feudal government was always pregnant with the seeds of 
rebellion; and a nephew of Roger himself invited the 
enemies of his family and nation. The majesty of the pur- 
ple, and a series of Hungarian and Turkish wars, prevented 
Manuel from embarking his person in tlie Italian expedition. 
Tl’o the brave and noble Palaeologus, his lieutenant, the Greek 
monarch entrusted a fleet and army : the seige of Bari was 
his first exploit ; and, in every operation, gold as well as 
steel was the instrument of victory. Salerno, and spme 
places along the Western coast, maintained their fidelity to 
the Norman king; but he lost in two campaigns the greater 
part of his continentaf possessions ; and the modest emperor,i 
disdaining all flattery and falsehood, was content witli the 
redflction of three hundred cities or villages of Apulia and 
Calabria, whose names and titles were inscribed on all the 
walls of the palace. The prejudices of the Latins were gra- 

• For tlie invasion of Italy, wliich is almost overlooked by Nieetas, see the* 
polite history of Cinnamus (L iv. c. I— 15. p, introduces a dAf- 

fate narrative by a lofty proi^sion, W7)( Xiict?U 0 t( ti, x»» tt); 
t#ai9rTrr* yuc, a»f ant rmvrmi 
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fifieH by a ifcnatn© or ficttlious donation, liiidar the seal of 
the Gennari Csesan^; but ihe successor of Constantifie 
soon renounced this ignominious pretencei claiined the iitde« 
feasiWe dominion of Italy, and professed his design of 
ring tbe Barbarians beyond the Alps. By- the artful speeidies^ 
liberal gifts, and unbounded promises, of tlieir Enaiern 
ally, the free cities were encouraged to persevere iq tbair 
generous struggle against the despotism of Fiederic Barba- 
rossa : the walls of Milan* were rebuilt by tl)e contributions 
of Manuel and he poure^*, says the his|prian, a river of 
gold into the tKJSom of Aivcona, whose attachment to the 
Greeks was fortified by the jealous enmit}’* of the Venetians f* 
The situation and trade of Ancona rendered it an important 
garrison in the heait of Italy : it was twice besieged by the 
arms of Frederic; the Imperial forces Vere twice repulsed 
by the spirit of freedom ; that spirit was animated by the 
ambassador of Constantinople; and the most intrepid patri* 
ots, the most faithful servants, wejre rewarded by the W'eaklji 
and honours of the Byzantine court :J:. The pride of Ma- 
nuel disdained and rejected a Barbarian colleague ; his ambi- 
tion was excited by the hope of stripping the purple from 
the German usurpers, and of establishing, in the West, as in 
the East, his lawful title of sole emperor of the Romans, 
With this view, he solicited the alliance of the people and 
the bishop of Rome. Several of the nobles embraced the 
cause of the Greek monarch ; the splendid nuptials of his 
niece withOdo Frangipani, secured the support of that pow^er- 
ful family §, and his royal standard or image was entertained 
wdth due leverence in the ancient metropolis Ij. During the 

* The Latin, Otho (de Gestis Fredcrici I. I ii. c. 30* p. 7-‘54r), attests the 
forgery: the Greek, Cionaxnus (1. i. c 4. p 78.), claims a promise of restitutioii 
from Conrnd and Frederie. An act of fraud is always credible whoa it is told 
of the Greeks. 

' t Anconitaal Grccam imperium nimis oiUgerent Venett 

special! odio Ancouam oderunt. The cause of lore, perhaps of enry, were the 
bene6cia, (lumen aurcum of the emperor ^ and the Latin narrative is 0oiifiiniidA> 
by CitmatnllA (1 iv. c 14. p. 98-)- 

X Muratorl piention» the sieges of Ancona; the first, in 1 1 67, against 
Frederic I. id person (Ahnali, tom x. p 39, 6iC ); the second, in 1173, ngKUktil, 
his lieutenant Christ!^, archbishop pf Mentz, a man unarj^rthy his name 
and office (p. 76, &c ). It is if the second siege, that we possess an origfjbal 
narrative, which he has published tn his great collection (toih, vi "-9*6.). 

4 ’Wk derive tbi# anecdote frem an anonymous 
pamislied by Mavaton (Script-i Ital. toSa. vii. p. e74.)< , 

The BstviXtisv ffvfAMw ef Cinnaimm (1; 14 9^ is 

this double sense. A standard is jnorp Latin, an inn^yp^Ofl Greek. 

VoL. VIII. H 
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Vc^dQrm mA iMexatid^^ ibe tbi»d^thei{Ra|M 
tHKie# »H^iviedti|i tksi V^ic;aii>^Q atD^^asjiad^s. oi^ €ofist7nn^ 
nople* Th«y fta^tered pi«ty by'‘the lo«g*pwmt«:<i uiiioit. 
of tbe tww>c;biu:che^>tt?io pied ♦the avarice ot U 13 'venal- 
and ^.e3fcl>orted tUe Roman poiiuff %o seize the just piH>voca«^ 
tioft, the fawurable to. humble the savage insolence 

the Al^njauni, and to acknowledge the true representative 
0f ConstHntin^ andAwgiistvs 
But these Italian conquests, this universal mgn, soon esca^^ 
ffed from the han^of* the Greek emperor. His first demands 
were eluded by the piudence of Alexander the third, who 
paused on this deep and momentous revolution +; nor could 
the pope be seduced by a personal dispute to renounce the 
perpetual iniieritance of the Latin name. After his re-union 
with Frederic, he ^oke a more peremptory language, con- 
futed die acts of ills predecessors, excommmiicaced; th-e 
adherents of Manuel, and pronounced the final separation of 
the chu idles, or at least the empires, of Constantinople and 
Borne t* The free cities of Lombardy no longer remem- 
b^ied their foreign benefactor, and without preserving tbo' 
fi'iendsliip of Ancona, he soon incuried the enmity of 
Venice By his own avaiice, or the complaints of hissub-^ 
jectgj the Gieek cniperor was, provoked tu aiuest the persons, 
itnd confiscate the effects, of the Venetian merchants. This 
violation of tlie public faith exasperated a free and commer- 

da) people; one hundicd gallies w.ero launched and aimed 

m as, many days ; they swept the coasts of Balmatia and 
Gr,eeLe but^ aftei some muiiial wounds, the war was termi- 
naled by an agreement, inglorious to dm empire, insufficient 
for the republic ; and a complete vengeance of these apd of 

• quoqme p«t^at, ut quia occasio jasta et ternnir^ AnnArfntiti*. 

^ceptabUe sc obtuleri^ut, Romani corona imperii a 5^ aS 
i«d^retup; quomam non ad Frederici iMmanni, wd ad suui,» juralcru^t 
jKrtii^ (nt. Al«andn 111. a Cardinal, Arrajoni*, in Sciipt lUm^ltal 

P- 460. 4^1 tb^ 

i M^r fion utM M>I» P*^,.Tn nmp^ rv, nfuBwnm vtOmmfim, 

§ In bi« mitli bonk. Cioniuiiun, describes the Veiwtian war 
has not thought wortiy of his attaattoiaJ Tha "iThteh ^4ee^s 
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iiylwie®, w^UHvaierved for the sttck^etdihg gi©i^ 
f’kc keulferwiut of M*au4el had infot^ned hLs toir^rei|ga tlimt 
^ $ wfis ^lotig eiKJWgh to (|nall uny domeotic TOVwft of lAkfiiitta 
cfwi Calttbria; but riiat his forces were ioadetjOftle to t^eobit 
the iinf»eiidmg attack of the king of Siciiy. His propfaeoy 
was soon verified: the death of Pal8L\>l<>gas devolved the 
command on Severn! chiefs, alike eminent in raijk, aljie 
defective in military taJenis; the Greeks were Ofppressed htj 
Jand and sea; and h cnpiive remnant that escaped ttie swords 
of die Normans and Saracens^ allured all future hostility 
ngainlst the person or dominions of their conqueror Y’et 
the king of Sicily esteemed the courage and constancy of 
-Manuel, who had landed a second army on the Italian shore: 
he respectfully addiessed the new Justininn ; sohcited a |waee 
or tiuce of iliirty yeai-s, accepted as fi gift, the regal title; 
4itKl a<Jvi>owiedged himself the militaiy vassal of the Romaan 
/empire t* Tlie Byzantine Caesars acquiesced in this -shadow 
of dominion, without expecting, perhaps without desiring, 
the service of a Noruian army; and -the truce of thirty 
years was not disturbed by any hoatihiies between Sicily and 
Consiantinuple. About the end of that period, the throne 
of Manuel was usurped by an inhuman tjTOiit, who had 
deserved the abhonence &f his country and mankind : the 
•swoid of VVilluim the second, the giandson of Roger, wai^ 
drawn by a fugitive of the Comneman race; and the «ub- 
jects of Andronicus might aalute ilte strangers as friends, 
oince they detested their sovereign as the worst of enemies. 
The Batin historians 4: expatiate on the rapid progress of the 
four counts who invaded Rom^iMiia with a fleet and army, and 
ledyced fjoany castles and cities to the obedience of the king 

* This victoiy is mentioued by Romuald of Salerno (in MuratorL Serip^* 
Ital. tom. vti. p. 196.). It is whitnsicol etionfjfh, that iki tho pl-aise ht the king 
of Sicily, Ciatiamu* (I. iv. c. 13 . p 97 * 9 « ) ** T\Bi-mcr and 

Falcandus (p. 268 370 ). Bot the Greek is fond of description, and the Latin 
Iristotrati is not fbnd of WilUatfa thn tiad. 

t For Ike epistle of Williani I. See Cinnamns ( 1 . it. c IS. p* JOl, 

Ihticetas (1. ii c. 8 ). It is difficult to alfirm, whether ^ese Greeks decelTed 
themselves, or the public, in these flattering portraits of the grandeur of the 
tmptre ^ 

I I uun >«ily of urtgintl e'l^detice, the poor chfunlclta of SIcard t>f 

Cremona (p. « 03 .), and of Fossa Nova (p. 876 ), as thef arofNiiffislied m l^e 
viiflt tome of AlttratorVo hietoriwis. Tke fcmg of 8 ic|lf«int Iris loops owira 
AttdroMci . 1 ... ad a^qaireadimi »irtpaf®diii|/€LF. Vimf mmp 
iMti atttosMite ^ * daoepticaptiiiaeiby Itoae. , > - 

H2 
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Th« Greeks^ accuse and magnify Ahe wanton 
and sa(^egious cruelties that were perpetrated in the sack 
of Thessalonica, the second city of the empire. The forrper 
deplore the fate of those invincible but unsuspecting warriots 
who were destroyed by the arts of a vanquished foe. The 
latter applaud^ in songs of triumph, the repeated victories of 
tj^eir countrymen on the sea of Marmora or Propontis, on the 
banks of the Strymon, and under the walls of Durazzo.' A 
revolution which punished the crimes of Andrdnicus, had 
united against the Franks the zeal and courage of the success* 
ful insurgents : ten thousand were slain in battle, and Isaac 
Angelus, the new emperor, might indulge his vanity or ven* 
geance in the treatirient of four thousand captives. Such 
was the event of the last contest between the Greeks ai>d 
Normans : before ftie expiration of twenty years, the rival 
nations were lost or degiaded in foreign servitude: and the 
successois of Constantine did not long survive to insult the 
fdill of the Sicilian monarchy. 

The sceptre of Roger succe'^sively devolved to his son and 
grandson : they might be confounded under the name of 
William ; they are strongly discriminated by the epithets of 
the bad and the good: but these epithets, which appear to 
describe the perfection of vice and virtue, cannot strictly be 
applied to either of the Norman princes. When he was 
roused to arms by danger and shame, the first William did 
not degenerate from the valour of his race; but his temper 
was slothful ; his manners were dissolute ; his passions head- 
strong and mischievous; and the monarch is responsible, not 
ouly for his personal vices, but for those of Majo, the great 
admii'al, wlio abused the confidence, and conspired against 
the life of his benefactor. From the Arabian conquest, Sicily 
had imbibed a deep tincture of Oriental manners; the des- 
potism, the pomp, and even the haram, of a sultan ; and a 
Ci^hristian people was oppressed and insulted by the ascendant 
of the eunuchs, who openly professed, or secretly cherished 

# By tHe failare of Cionamira, we are now redveed to Nicetas (in Aodronico, 
lie;. 8 , 9 . 1. ii. c. 1 . in Isaac Anireb, 1. i. c. 1—4 ), who now becomes a re* 
a^^t^bie cdlileiiiaoi^. As be snrvived tha emperor and the empire, be Is 
above Battety: imt the fall of Gcnstantinople exasperated bis prejudices 
aifaiiist the ijttina. For the bononr of kai'ning, 1 shall observe that Homer's 
l^reat comneatator, Eostathiuk arebbi^op of Tl^salonica, refused to desed 
Sis flock. ^ 
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Higion of Mahomet. An eloquent historian of the 
times * has delineated the misfortunes of his country f : the 
ambition and fall of the ungrateful Majo; the revolt knd 
punishment of his assassins ; the imprisonment and deliver- 
anoe of the king himself ; the private feuds' that arose from 
the public confusion ; and the various forms of calamity and 
discord which afflicted Palermo, the island, and the continent 
during the reign of William the first, and the minority of 
his son. The youth, innocence and beauty of William the 
second;];, endeared him to the nation: the factions were 
reconciled ; the laws were revived ; and from the manhood 
to the premature death of that amiable prince, Sicily enjoyed 
a short season of peace, justice, and happiness, whose value 
was enhanced by the remembrance of the past and the dread 
of futurity. The legitimate male posterity of Tancred of 
Hauteville, was extinct in the person of the second William ; 
but his aunt, the daughter of Roger, had married the most 
powerful prince of the age ; and Heniy the sixth, the son of 
Frederic Barbarossa, descended from the Alps, to claim U»e 
Imperial crown and the inheritance of his wife. Against the 
unanimous wish of a free people, this inheritance could only 
be acquired by arras ; and I am pleased to transcribe the 
style and sense of the historian Falcandus, who writes at the 
moment and on the spot, with the feelings of a patriot and 
the prophetic eye of a statesman. 

♦ The Hifltoria Sicula of Hugo Falcanduff, which properly extende freoi 
1154 to 1169, is inserted in the viith volume of Muraton’s Collection (tom vii. 

p. 259 344.), and prec eded by an eloquent preface or epistle (p. 251 — 258 .)* 

de Calamitatibus Sicihae. Falcandus has been styled the Tacitus of Sicily | 
and, after a just, but immense, abatement, from the ist to the xiith century^ 
from .a senator to a monk, 1 would not strip him of his title : his narratirc if 
rapid and perspicuous, his style bold and elegant, his observation keen; he bad 
studied mankind, and feels like a man. I can only regi-ct the narrow and 
barren field on which his labours have been cast 

f The laborious Benedictines (TArt de verifier les Dates, p. 896.) are of 
opinion, that the true name of Falcandus, is Fulcandus, or Foucault. Accord- 
ing to them, Hugues Foucault, a Frenchman by birth, and at length abbot of 
St* Denys, had followed into Sicily his patron Stephen de la Ferche, uucic to 
the mother of William II. archbishop of Palermo, and great chaiicellbr of the 
kingdom. Yet Falcandus has all the feelings of a Sicilian ; and the title of 
(which he bestows on himself), appears to indicate, that he was born, or at least 
edneated, in the island. 

J Falcand p. 303. Richard de St Germano begins his history firpm the death 
pi-aiseb of William II. After some unmeaning epithets^ he thus continues : 
legis et justitiae cultus tempore suo^geW ^n regno ^ sul era! quilibet forte 
^ntentus; (were they mortals’) ubiquenax, ubiauesecuritas, nec latronum 
metuebat viator iusidias, nec mans nauta SfEoidicula piratatum (Script Rcrusi 
Ital. tom. vii- p. 9^9 )* 
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Cop&ranti^, the daughter of Sici}j(^ ««r^d 
die iu. the ^jleasures and plenty, and educated in 4h^ ai'te* 
and manners, of this fortunate isle, deparled long sinoe 
to enrich the Barbarians with our treasures, apd now 
^ returns with her savage allies, to contaminate the. b#au- < 
ties of her vcneiahle parent. Already I behold tlie 
swarms of angry Barbarians ; our opulent cities, the^lfces 
^ flourishing in a loug peace, are shaken with |ear,'deso- 
Jated by slaughter, consumed by rapine, ami polluted bj^ 
intemperance and lust, i see the massacre or captivitj^ of 
^ our Citizens, the rapes of our virgins and inaUon^ /|ji 
this .extremity <he interrogates a friend) how must the 
Sicilians acif By the unanimous election of a. king of 
valour and expeitence, Sicily and Calabria might yt^'t 
preserved t; for^in the levity of the Apuhaus, ever eage:i* 
for new revolutions, 1 can lepose neithei confidence n^r 
hopej. Should Calabria be lost, the lofty lowers, tliie 
numerous youth, and the naval strength* of Messina^, 
might guard the passage against a foreign invader. If 
the savage Germans coalesce with the pirates of Messina ; 

, if they destroy with flie the fruitful region, so often wasted 
by the fires of mount iEtna ||, what resource will be left 
"" for the interim [xirts of the island, these noble citiqs ^ 
which should never he violated by the hostile footsteps gf 
a Barbarian Catana has again been ovciwhel/ned by 
an earthquake: the ancient viitue of Syracuse expires in 


♦ Constant ia, ^jrimis a cunaWlis in drliciarum tnarniB ul&iieDtU diufius 
Itducata, tuislpie institutis, doctHnis et ineribue informata, tandem '0|)ibu8 tUi» 
Barbaros d^latura discesstt: et »unc cum mgentibus copiis reverXitur, ut pul- 

^beri'ima nuU’icis ornameutabarbaiicii foeditate coiitaminet ^ntueri 

^!!bi jam videor turbnlentas barbaroiein aoies . . . civitatesopulcHtasetloca 
Ibuttiriia pace florentia, met A foncuterc, caede vastare, rapiiiis atterere, et 
fcedare lukuiiil ; hinc civcs aut gladiis latcicepti, aut ser^Uate dcpregsi,virgines 
panstupratee, matron®, Ac. 

f Certc si rpgein non Oubia Tirtntis clegcrinl, nec a $araconis Christiani 
fHssentiout, potent rex creatus rebus beet quasi deoperatie ct perditis subvenire, 
it incursns nostium, si prudenter tgei'it, piopidsare. 

X lnrApuliji,X|tti, senper novitate g^udeiiXes^novarum rerwn atadUsaguutur, ' 
llihn arbiter q]®! aUt liducia repoucndifiiin, 

I 1^1 civium tuoruiu virtuteib et ttudaoiam attendas, .... muromint ^tiaai 
4Ym>itum densis turribns civcuiiiseptura. 

I) Ctun crudelitate piratic^ Tlieutoniuq canfligat »ta4citaa, etiotet aaiWios 
)a|iides et fia^vuitis Xncendia, &c. 

Bam nartem, qnarn nobil^ssimarum otviXatum IdXi^Qr iTltiatrat, qua bt tfti 
re^QO ekg^ulari meruit ptivikgio praufinere, nefiirium eaaet . . . . Vel baiW- 
forum iitfffessd poUut. t ^ish to tiranscribc his hu| curimta, des^ip'tliiii 
Ibe pUace, city, and hixanaal {ilain of WlcfmOv 
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ftmisy and solitjLiicle * j Hut Pdermb still crowtoe^', #kb 
a cliadem^ and her triple walls enclose the active multitudes 
** of* Christians Saracens. If the two hationa,. unctef 
ope kinig, ca-n« unite for their comnaon safety, they may 
msh on the Barbimans with Invmcihle arms. But if thut 
Saracens, fatiguecsl by a reperitiorip of injuries, should ntoui 
** totire a^id rebel ^ if tliey should occupy the castles of Uit 
mouni^tns* and sea-coast, the unfortunate Ghristiaiift, 
exposed* to a double attack, ajid placed as it were twi'tweeni 
** tlie hamnaer and the anvil, must resign themselves to hope-* 
less and inevitable servitude We must not forget, 
that a priest here prefers his country to- his religion ; and 
riiat the Moslems, whose alliance he seeks, were still nuine^ 
teus. and powerful in the state of Sicily. 

llie hopes, or at least the wishes, ot Falcandus, were at 
first gratified by the free and unanimous elSetition of Taeucied, 
dte grandson of the first king^ whose bulb was illegitimate,, 
but whose civil and military virtues shone without a blemish* 
Jhiaing' four years, the term of his life and reign, he stood in 
arms on the farthest verge of the Apuliait^sfrontier, against 
tJie powers of Gerinany ; and the restitution of a royal cap»^ 
tirve^ of Constanda herself, without injury or ransom, may 
appear to surpass the most liberal measure of policy or rea- 
son. After* his decease, the kingdom of bis widow and 
hifunt son fell without a straggle; and Henry pursued ilia 
yictoi*rous march from Capua to Palermo. Tlie political 
balance of Italy was destroyed by his success : and if the 
pope and the free cities had consulted their obvious and real 
interest, they would have combined the powers of earth> atiid 
heaven to prevent the dangerous union of the Germaa 
empire with the kingdom of Sicily. Bui the subtle policy, 
for which the Vatican has so often been praised or arraigned 

* Vires non iixLfxpetunt^ eC, cQnatus tuos tam inofiia citium, c|iumi piaucltfuk 
Mlatormn elidunt. 

t At vero, quia^diiBcile estChriatianos in tan to rerum tiu'biae, snBlato rcKw 
l^afacenoa nq*) op^u-irrKre,, si Saraceni iiijuriis ftitjgati aneJs cceperiiit 
^iasldijera, at castellafqi'te mantima vel moiiiafias mnoitianoaoccupaveriut; ut 
hinc cuip Theutpnicia auimni;i virtute pu^andtim illinc Saracenia mbris-insul- 
t^bus occurremlntn, ftutaaacturi foot Siculi inter has .<jl^i^s0iani;i|stia^ et 
velut intac malleum tt incudem nmito cum disjcriioine ? hoc aUquQ 

^ent quod poteunnt, ut se Barbarjs raiserabtli coodUiona^edeutU. ia eutunt 
‘«e conferaut potestatem. O uliuatn plebis et prajcer«.i% CVistianonini^ ot, 
Si^coaoratu vetta coavenianij ut regfeni slbi ooaC!Ui'dUereii|^t€0)bar^maa<tqt 
viribus, toto couanune, totisque desidenis.prQijtarhd]:eiC0t4tndaAt. ,T■hfi Nbrr^ 
Alans and Sicilians appear to be confbundad.' 
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was on this occasiSm blind and inactive ; and if it were true 
that Celestine the third had kieked away the Imperial crown 
from the bead of the prostrate Henry*, such an act of 
impotent pride could serve only to cancel an obligation and 
provoke an enemy. The Genoese, who enjoyed a beneficial 
trade and establishment in Sicily, listened to tlie promise of 
Isis boundless gratitude and speedy departure t : their fleet 
commanded the streights of Messina, and opened the* har- 
bour of Palermo ; and the first act of his government was 
to abolish the privileges! and to seize the property, of these 
imprudent allies. The last hope of Falcandus was defeated 
by the discord of the Christians and Mahometans : they 
fought ia the capital ; several thousand of the latter were 
slain ; but their sin^viviiig brethren fortified the mountains, 
and disturbed above thirty years the peace of the island. 
By the policy of Frederic the second, sixty thousand Sara- 
cens were transplanted to Nocera in Apulia. In their wars 
against the Roman church, the emperor and his son Main- 
froy were strengthened and disgraced by the service of fhe 
enemies of Christ; and this national colony maintained their 
religion and manners in the heart of Italy, till they were 
extirpated, at the end of the thirteenth century, by the zeal 
and revenge of the house of Anjou All the calamities 
which the prophetic orator had deplored, were surpassed by 
the cruelty and avarice of the German conqueror. He vio- 
lated the royal sepulchres, and explored the secret treasures 
of the palace, Palermo, and the whole kingdom ; the pearls 
and jewels, however precious, might be easily removed ; but 
one hundred and sixty horses were laden with the gold and 
silver of Sicily §, The young king, his mother and sisters. 


♦ The testimony^ of an Englishman, of Roger de Haveden (p. 6S9.), will 
lightly weigh against the silence of German and Italian history (Muratori, 
Annali d^ltalia, tom. x. p. 156 .). The priests and pilgrims who i-eturiied from 
Rome, exalted, by erery tale, the omnipotence of the holy father. 

f Ego enim in co cum Teutonicis manere nou debco (Caffari, Annal. 
Genuenscs, in MoratoH, Script. Rerum Ifalicarum, tom. vi. p. 367, 36 a.). 

X For the Saracens of Sicily and Nocera, see the Annals of Muratori (tom. 
X. p. 149. and A. D. 1393 . 1347 .), Giannone (tom. ii. p 385 .), and of thcorigi* 
nals, in Mitratori*a Collection, Richard de St. Germano (tom ni. p. 996.), 
Matteo Spinelli de GiovenaiZo (tom. vii. p. 1064.), Nicholas de Jamsilla (tom x. 
p. 494.), and Matteo Tillani (tom. xir. 1 . vii. p, 103.). The last of these insi- 
nuates, that in redttcuijg the Saracens of Nocera, Charles II. of Anjou employed 
rather artifice than riolence. 

\ Muratori quotes a passage from Arnold of Lubec ( 1 . iv. c. 20.): Reperit 
tbesguroo aboconditos, ft omnem lapidum pretiosorum ct gemxnarnm gloriam, 
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and the nobles of both sexes, were separately confined in the 
fortresses of the Alps ; and, on the slightest rumour of rebel- 
lion, the captives were deprived of life, of their eyes, or of 
the hope of posterity, Coiistantia herself was touched with 
sympathy for the miseries of her country ; and the heiress of 
the Norman line might struggle to check her despotic huST- 
bund, and to save the patiirnony of her new-born son, of ai^ 
emperor so famous in the next age undtr the name of Frede- 
ric the second. Ten years after this revolution, the French 
monarchs annexed to their crown the diicbj^^ of Normandy : 
the sceptre of her ancient dukes had been trartsmittetl, by a 
graud-dangluer of William the Conqueror, to the house of 
Plantagenet; and the adventurous Noimans, who had raised 
so many trophies in France, England, and Ireland, in Apulia, 
Sicily, and the East, were lost, either in Victory or servitude, 
among the vanquished nations. 


itaut onfratis l6o somariis, ti^lonose terrain snam rcdieiit. Ro<jer deHore- 
denf, w'lio tntiktions t'he violation of tliiNfoval tomb ami corpses, computes tilt 
fpoil of Saleriio ut ounces of (p, 716.) Oh these occanioDB, I am 

almost tempted to exclaim v^ith tlie hstemn^ maid in La Fontaine, ‘‘Je 
vottdroia hieii atoir oe qui 


Vou VllL 
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CHAR LVII. 

The Turks of the House of Seljuk. — Their Hcvolt against 
Mahmud Conqu ror of Hindostan, — Togrul subdues Per- 
^ sia, and protects the Caliphs. — Dtjeat and ( aptivity (f 
the Emperor liomanus Diogenes by ^4 Ip Arslen — Tower 
and Magmfiicnec of Ma/ek Shah . — C onquest of Asia 
Minor and S^ria. — State and Oppression of Jerusulem.^ 
Pilgrimages to the Holy Sepulchre. 

pR 0 M the' isle of Sicily, the reader must transport him- 
self be^^ond the (Caspian Sea, to the original seat of the 
Turks or Turkmans, against whom the first ciusade was prin- 
cipally directed. Tlieir Scythian empiie of the sixth cen- 
iu^fy was long since dissolved ; hut the name was still famous 
among the Gieeks and Orientals ; and the fragments of the 
nation, each a poweiful and independent people, were scat- 
tered over the cleseit fiom China to the Oxus and the 
Danube: the colony of Hungarians was admitted into the 
republic of Europe, and the thrones of Asia were occupied 
by slaves and soldiers of Tuikish extraction. While Apulia 
and Sicily were subdued by the Norman lance, a swarm of 
these northern shepherds overspread the kingdoms of Persia ; 
their p/inces of the race of Seljuk erected a splendid and 
solid empire from Samarcand to the confines of Greece and 
Egypt; and the Turks have maintained their dominion m 
Asia Minor, till the victorious descent has been planted on 
the dome of St. Sophia, 

One of the greatest of the Turkish princes was Mahmood 
or Mahmud *, the •Gaznevide, M ho reigned in the eastern 
piovinces of Persia, one thousand years after the birth of 
Christ. His father Sebectagi was the slave of the slave of 
the slave of the commander of the faithful. But in this 

♦ I am indebted for his character and history to d’Herhelot (Bibliothcque 
Orientale, Mahmud, p. 533—537.), M. de Gui^ics (Histoire des Huns, tom. iii. 
p. 155—173 ), and our countryman Colonel Alexander Dnw (vol i. p 23—83.). 
In the two volumes of his HistSry of Hiadostan, he styles himself the 
translator of the Persian Ferishta , but m his floiid text, it is not easy to dis- 
tinguish the veisionand the original. 
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descent of servitude, the first decree was merdy titulaf, since 
it was filled by the sovereign of Trarisoxiana and Chorasan, 
who stilf paid a nominal allegiance to the Caliph of Bagdad. 
The second rank was that of a minister of state, a lieutenant 
of the Samanides wlio broke, by his revolt, the bonds of 
political slaveiy. Bui the third step was a state of real and 
domestic servitude in the family of that rebel ; from wliich 
Sebecnagi, fiy his courage and dexterity, ascended to the 
sii{)reme command of the city and piovince of Gazna f*, as 
the son-in-law and successor of his grateful master. The 
falling dynasty of tiie Sainanides was at first protracted, and 
at last oveithrown, by their servants; and, in the public dis- 
orders, the fortune o1 Mahmud coniiiuially increased. For 
him, the title of sultan j: was fust invented ; and his king- 
dom was enlarged from 'J’ransoxiana to tnc neiglibourhood of 
Ispahan, from the shores of the Caspian to the mouth of 
the Indus. But the principal souice of his fame and riches 
was the holy war whicli he waged against the Gentoos of 
Hindostan. In this foieign narrative I may not consume a 
page ; and a volume would scarcely suffice to recapitulate 
the battles and sieges of his twelve expeditions. Never was 
the Mu^uhnan hero dismayed by the inclemency of the sea- 
sons, the height of the raountains, the bieadth of llie riveis, 
the haiiennesb of ilie descit, the nuilliiudes of the enemy, or 
the fuiinidable array of their elejihanls of war §. I’he sultan 


* The dynasty of tlic Satnanides continued ISS years, A D. S 7 4 — 999, under 
ten princfs See their succc'ssioii and lUin, in the I'ables of M. de Guignes 
(Hist, des Huns, toin. 1 p. 404 — 40 b ). They were followed by the Gaznevides, 
A D 999 — 1183 (sectoiu i p. 239, 240 -). His division of nations otten dis- 
turbs the series of time and place. 

t Gaznah hortos non habet ; cst emporium etc’ omicdiummcrcaturalndieje. 
Abulfedae Geograph Reiskc, tab win p. 349. d’llerbulot, p. 3 ti 4 . It has not 
been visited by any modern traveller 

I By the ambassador of the caliph of Bagdad, who employed an Arabian or 
Chaldaic w'ord that sigiulies Ion! and inaslet (d’Herbelot, p. b 25 -)* It it inter- 
preted AvTOKpfltTwp, BctinXsv^ l>y the By^intine writers of the xitb 

century j and the name {lu'Kretvoqy Soldanus) is familiarly employed in the 
Greek and Latin languages, aftei it h'ul passed from the Gaznevides to the Sel- 
jukides, and other emirs of Asia and Egypt. Ducange (Dissertation Xvi. sur 
Joinville, p. 238 — 240 , Gloss Griec. et Latin.) labours to find the title of auU 
tan ill the ancient kingdom of Persia ; but his prooft are mere shadows ; a 
proper name in the Themes of Constantine (ii 11 ), an anticipation of Zonaras, 
&c and a medal of Kai Khosrou, not (as he believes) the Saisanidc of the t)’ith, 
but the Seljukidc of Iconiurn of the xnitli century (deGuignes, Hist, des Hans, 
tom. I p. 24 G.). ^ * 

^ Ferishta (apud Dow, Hist, of Hindostan, vol. i. p. 49.) mentions the 
report of a^'un in the Indian army. But as I am slow in believing this prema- 
ture (A.D. 10P8.) use of artillery, 1 must desire to scrutinise first the te 3 (t* 

12 
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surpassed the limits of the conquests of AlexaBdcr: 
after a march of three months, over the hills of Cashmir and 
Thibet^ he reached the famous ckj of Kinooge on the 
Upper Ganges: and, in a naval combat on one of the 
branchesof the Indus, he fnu^ht and vanquished four thou- 
sand boats of the natives. Dehli, Labor, and Multan, were 
gpmpelled to open their ^ates: the fertile kingdom of Guza- 
iiat attracted his ambition and tempted his stay ; and his 
avarice indulged the fruitless project of discovering the 
golden and aromatic isles of the Southern Ocean. On the 
payment of a tribute, the rajahs preserved their dominions ; 
the people, their lives and fortunes ; but to the religion of 
JHindostan, the zealous Musiihnan was cruel aud inexorable: 
many hundred temples, or pagodas, weje levelled with the 
ground ; many tho\isand idols were demolished ; and the 
servants of the prophet were stimulated and rewarded by the 
precious materials of which they were composed. The 
pagoda of Sumnat was situate on the promontory of Guzarat 
in the neighbourhood of Dm, one of the last remaining pos- 
sessions of the Portuguese f* D was endowed with the reve-r 
Bue of two thousand villages ; two thousand Brahmins were 
consecrated to the service of the deity, whom they washed 
each morning and evening in water from the distant Ganges : 
the subordinate ministers consisted of three hundred musi- 
cians, three hundred barbers, and five hundred dancing girls, 
conspicuous for their birth or beauty. Thiee sides of the 
temple were protected by the ocean, the narrow isthmus was 
fortified by a natuial or artificial precipice ; and the city and 
adjacent country were peopled by a nation of fanatics. 
They confessed the sins and the punishment of Kinnoge and 
Dehli; hut if the impious stranger should presume to 
approach their holy precincts, he would surely be over- 
by a blast <Jf the divine vengeance. By this chal- 

9»ik tKrtt aniAority ni Ferishta, who in the Mogul co«rt in the last 

OWUtiWf. 

^ KMknOttipe, or Canooge old Palunbothra), 19 marked iu latitude Off** 
9 ', 4 ongiiude ao* JS*. SUie d’A«vUle( Aiiti<|mt^ de VInde, p. 60—62.), coiTect«Mi 
the local knowiedga of Major R^oel (in bia excellent Memoir on bia map 
of Itindooistau, p, 97*^9 ) : 900 jeweller, 90,000 ehops Ibr the areca not, 
60,000 bandft of musicians, &c. (Abulfc;^. Geograph, tab. xv. p. 274. Boir,voj. 
i p f 6 .), wiU allow an ample dennetion. 

t The idalatera of F^ivepe, aaya Ferishta (Dow, vol i. p. 66.). CniiiiiltL 
AM^da (p. 278.), and map of Himiaoetan. 
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leoge, the faith of Mahmud was animated to A.persoaal 
trisjl of the strength of this iodiao deity. Fifty tiioosand of 
bis worshippers were phrced by the spe^r of the Moslems : 
the walls were scaled ; jthe sancuiary was profaned; and the 
cooqueror aimed a blow of his iron mace at tlie head of the 
idol. The trembling Brahmins ai*e said to have offered tea 
millions sterling for iiis ransom; and it was urged by the 
wisest oouuselloi&^ that the destruction of a stone image 
would not change the hearts of the Gentoos ; and that such 
a sum might be dedicated to the relief of the true believers* 
Your reasons,*' replied the Sultan, ai'e specious and 
" strong; but never in the eyes of posterity shall Mahmud 
appear as a merchant of idols.” He repeated his blows, 
and a treasure of pearls and rubies, concealed in the belly of 
the statue, explained in some degree the'Hevout prodigality of 
the Brahmins, The fragments of the idol weie distributed to 
Gazna, Mecca, and Medina. Bagdad listened to the edify- 
mg tale; and Mahmud was saluted by the caliph with the 
title of guardian of the fortune and fa*tii of Mahomet. 

From the paths of blood, and such is the history of nations, 

I cannot refuse to turn aside to gather some flowers of science 
or virtue. Tlie name of Mahmud the Gazuevide is still 
venerable in tl>e East : his subjects enjoyed the blessings 
of prosperity and peace ; his vices were concealed by the 
▼eil of religion ; and two familiar examples will testify his 
justice and magnanimity. I. As he sat in the Divan, an 
unhappy subject bowed before the throne to accuse the inso- 
lence of a Turkish soldier who had driven him from his house 
and bed. Suspend your clamours,” said Mahmud, ** inform 
** me of his next visit, and ourself in person will judge and 
^ punish the offender.*' The sultan followed his guide, 
invested the house with his guards, and extinguishing the 
torches, pronounced the death of the criminal, who had been 
seized in the act of rapine and adultery. After the execu- 
tion of his sentence, the lights were rekindled, Mahmud fell 
prostrate in prayer, and rising from the ground, demanded 
some homely fare, which he devoured with the voraciousness 
of hunger. The poor man, who.se injury he had avenged, 
was unable to suppress his astonishment ami curiosity ; and 
Ae courteous monarch condescended to explain the motives 
of this singular behaviour. 1 had reason to suspect that 
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** none except one of my sons could dare to perpetrate such 
^ an outrage; and I extinquished the lights, that iny justice 
** might be blind and inexorable. My prayer Was a thanks- 
giving on the discovery of the otfender*; and so painful 
was my anxiety that I passed three days without food 
“ since the fir."! moment of your complaint.” IL The sultan 
o^Gazna had declared war against the dynasty ot the Bow i- 
des, the sovereigns of the western Persia ; he was disarmed 
by an epistle of the sultana mother, and oelayed his invasion 
till the manhood of her son “ During the life of my 
husband,’' said the artful regent, I was ever apprehen- 
sive of your ambition : he was a prince and a soldier worthy 
of your arms. He is now no more ; 1ns sceptre has passed to 
a w^oman and a child, and you dare not attack their infancy 
and weakness. Aow inglorious w^ould be your conquest, 
how shameful your defeat 1 and yet the event of war is in 
tlie hand of the Almighty/* Avarice was the only defect 
that tarnished the illustiious character of Mahmud; and 
never has that passion been more richly satiated. I'be 
Orientals exceed the measure of credibility in the account of 
millions ot gold and silver, such as the avidity of man has 
never accumulated ; in the magnitude of pearls, diamonds, and 
rubies, such as have never been produced by the workman- 
ship of nature f. Yet the soil of Hindostan is impregnated 
with precious minerals ; her trade, in every age, has attracted 
the gold and silver of the world ; and her viigin spoils were 
rifled by the first of the Mahometan conquerors. His beha- 
viour, in the last days of his life, evinces the vanity of these 
possessions, so laboriously won, so dangerously held, and so 
inevitably lost. He surveyed the vast and various chambers 
of the treasury of Gazna ; burst into tears ; and again closed 
the doors, without bestowing any portion of the wealth which 
be could no longer hoipe to preserve. The following day he 
review^ed the state of his military force ; one hundred tbou- 

♦ D’Hcrbelot, Bibliotheque Oiientalo, p 52/. YH these lettei-s, apo- 
thegms, ai’e rai-ely the language of the heart, or the motives of public 
action. 

t For instance, a ruby of foui hundred and fifty miskals (Dow, vol. i p. 53. )> 
or six pounds three ounces : the laigcst in the tieasury of Dehli weighed sereii- 
teon miskals (Voyages de Tavermer, partie ii p. 280.) Tt is true, that in the 
East all coloured stoiieb are called rubicS (p. 355 ), and that .Tavernier saw 
tliicc larger and more precious among the jewels de iiotrc grand roi, )c pjua 
pnihsaul et plus magnifique de tous ks Rois de la terie (p 376»J, 
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Batwi foot, fifty.five thousand horse, and thirteen hutldreAlaJe- 
pbgnts of battle He again wept the instability of butnan 
greatness; and his grief was embittered by the hostile proi.»res3 
of the Turkmans, whom he had introduced into the heart 
of his Persian kingdom. 

In the modern depopulation of Asia, the regular operation 
of government and agriculture is coniined to the neighbour;! 
hood of cities ; and the distant country is abandoned to tlie 
pastoral tribes of Arabs, Curds, and iurkmamf. Of the 
last mentioned people, two considerable branches extend on 
either side of the Caspian Sea : the western colony can mus- 
ter forty thousand soldiers; the eastern, less obvious to ihe 
traveller, but more strong and populous, has increased to ihe 
number of one hundred thousand families. In tho midst of 
civilized nations, they preserve tlie maifuers of the Scythian 
desert, remove their encampments with the change of seasons, 
and feed their cattle among the ruins of palaces and temples. 
Their flocks and herds are their only riches ; their tents, either 
black or white, according to the colour of the banner, are 
covered with felt, and of a circular form ; tlieir winter appa- 
rel is a sheep skin ; a robe of clotli or cotton their summer 
garment : the features of the men are harsh and terocious ; 
the countenance of their women is solt and pleasing. Their 
wandering life maintains the spirit and exercise of arms ; they 
fight on horseback ; and their courage is displayed in fre- 
quent contests with each other and with tbeir neighbours. 
For the licence of pasture they pay a slight tribute to the sove- 
reign of the land; but the domestic jurisdiction is in the 
hands of the chiefs and eiders. Tlie first emigration of the 
eastern Turkmans, the most ancient of their race, may be 
ascribed to the tenth century of the Christian aeraj. In the 


* Dov, vol. i p. 65. The govereijijn of Kinoge js said to have possessed 250t» 
elephants (Abul fed Geogiaph. tab xv p 274) From these ladiau stoiies, 
the re der may cori*ect a note in my first volume (p. 3S7, 338 ): or from that 
note he may correct these stories. 

f See a just and nuluial picture of these pastoral manners, in the history 
Df William archbishop of Tyre (I 1 c. vii in the Gesta Dei per Francos, p. 633, 
634.), and a valuable note by the editor of the Histoire Genealogique des Tar- 
tars, p, 535—538. 

X The firf:t emigrations of the Turkmans, and doubtful origin of the Sel- 
j[ukians, may be traced lu the laborious history of the Huns, by M. de Gnignes 
(tom. i. Tables Chronologiques, 1. v ^om. lil I vii. ix, x ), and the BiMiotheque 
brientale of d’Herbe^ot (p. 799—802 897—901.), Elmaciu (Hist. ISaracea. 

331—333.), aad Abiflpharagius (Dynast, p. 221, 222.). 
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decline of the caliphs^ and the weakness of their lieutefntMitSi 
the barrier of the Jaxartes was often violated : in each myar 
sion, after tlie victoiy or retreat of their country men, some 
wandering tribe, embracing the Mahometan faith,* obtained 
a free encampment in the spacious plains and pleasant climate 
of Transoxiana and Cariiauie. The Tmkish slaves who 
«yg>ired to the throne encouraged tliese emigrations, which 
recruited their armies, awed their snlyects and rivals, 'and 
protected the frontier against the wilder natives of Turkestan ; 
End this policy was abused by Mahmud the Gaznevide 
beyond the example of former times. He was admonished 
of his error by a chief of the race of Seljuk, who dwelt in 
tlte territory of Bochara. The suitan had erxjuired what 
supply of meu he coirid furnish for military service. If 
** you send,’* replieJH Ismael, " one of these arrows into our 
** camp, fifty thousand of your servants will mount on horse? 
** back/’ And if that number,’* continued Mahmud, 
^ should not be sufficient?’* ‘^Send this second arrow to 
the hoixi of Balik, and you will find fifty thousand more.’* 
^ But,” said the Gaznevide, dissembling his anxiety, I 
^ should stand in need of the whole force of your kindred 
tribes?” Dispatch my bow,” was the last reply of 
Ismael, ** and aS it is circulated around, the summons will 
^ be obeyed by two hundred thousand horse.” The appre? 
hcnsioil of such foriuidaWe friendship induced Mahmud to 
transport the most obnoxious tribes into the heart of Chma* 
san, where they would be separated from their brethren by 
the river Oxus, and inclosed o-u all sides by the walls of obe- 
dient cities. But tlie face of tire country was an object of 
temptation ratlier than terror ; ami the vigour of governrmeat 
was relaxed by the absence and death of the sultan of Gazna. 
The shepherds were converted into robbers; the bands of 
robbers w^e collectccf 4nto an army 6f conquerors : as far as 
Ispafcwn and the Tig;r*rayPeTsmWE& afflicted by their predatoty 
inroads and the Turkmans were tioC ashafitretl ov afraid to 
measure their cdtfrtige afud numbers witli the pfoiidest sove- 
reigns of Asia. Slassoud, the son and successor of Mah- 
mud, had tod long negtett^ ffi€ advice? of his wisest Ch^rahs. 

« You# enemies,” they repeafecQy urged, were in their 
^ origin a swarm of ants ; fhey are now litfle snakes ; and^, 
unless they be instantly crushed, they will acquire the 
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^ venom and magnitude of serpents.’' After some alterna* 
lives of truce and hostility, after the repulse or partial suc- 
cess of his lieutenants, the sultan marched in pei^son against 
the Turkmans, who attacked him on all sides with barbarous 
shouts and irregular onset. Massoud/' says the Persiau 
historian plunged singly to oppose the torreiit of gleam- 
ing arms, exliibiting such acts of gigantic force and valouv 
its never king had before displayed. A few of his friends, 
roused by his words and actions, and that innate honour 
which inspires the brave, seconded their lord so well, that 
wheresoever he turned his fatal sword, the enemies were 
mowed down, or retreated before him. But now, when 
victory seemed to blow on his standard, misfortune was 
active behind it; for when he looked round, he beheld 
" almost his whole army, excepting that body he com- 
manded in person, devouiing the paths of flight.’' The 
Gaznevide was abandoned by the cowardice or tieachery of 
some generals of Tiukish lace ; and this memorable day of 
Zendccan d* founded in feisia the dynasty of the shepherd 
kings J. 

The victorious Turkmans immediately proceeded to the 
election of a king; and, if the probable tale of a Latin 
historian § deserves any credit, they determined by lot the 
choice of their new master. A number of arrows were suc- 
cessively inscribed with the name of a tribe, a family and a 
candidate ; they were drawn from the bundle by the hand of 
a child ; and the important prize was obtained by Togrul 
Beg, the son of Michael, the son of Seljuk, whose surname 
was immortalised in the greatness of his posterity. The sul- 
tan Mahmud, who valued himself on his skill in national 

♦ Dour, Hist, of Hindoatan, vol. i p. 89 95 »— 98. I have copied this pai- 
sage as a specimen of the Persian manner j but I suspect, th.it by some odd 
fatality, the htyle of Ferishta lias been improved by that of Oesian. 

t The Zendekan of d’Herbelot (^p, 1028 .), ibe Dindakaof Dow (vo\ p. 

97 ), is probabiy the Dandanekan of A.bu\feda (Geograpb. p. 345 Reiske), a 
small town of Chorasan, two days journey from Marti, and renowned through 
the East for the production and manufacture* of cotton. 

X The Byzantine historians (Cedrenus, tom. ii p 766,767. Zonaras, tom. 
ii. p. 355. Nicephorus Bryennius, p. ^.) have confounded, in this revolution, 
the truth of time and place, of names and persons, of causes and events. 
The ignorance and errors of these Greeks (which I shall not stop to unravel) 
may inspire some distrust of the story gi Cyaxares and Cyrus, as it is told by 
their most eloquent predecessors. 

§ Willerm. Tyr. i. i. c. 7. p. 633. The divination by arrows is aneient and 
famous in the East. 

VoL. vin. K 
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genealogy, professed his ignorance of the family of Seljak ; 
yet the father of that race appears to have been a chie|i.of 
]) 0 \ver and renown For a daring intrusion into the liarara 
«)f his [irince, Seljuk was banished from 1'urkestan : with a 
iiumerons tiibe ot his friends and vassals, he passed the Jax- 
artes, cneainped in the neighbourhood of Samarcand, embra- 
'^id the leligion of iN’ahoinet, and acquired the crown of 
martyrdom in a war against the infidels. His age, of an 
hundi*ed and seven yeais, surpassed the life of his son, and 
Seljuk adopted the care of his two grandsons, Toginl and 
Jaafar; the eldest of whom, at the age of foity-fivc, was 
invested with the title of sultan, in the royal city of Nibha- 
bur. The blind determination of chance was justified by the 
virtues of the succe^sshil candidate. It would be superiluous 
to piaibC the valour of a'l’uik ; and the ambition of Togiul i* 
was equal to his valour. By his arms, the Gaznevides were 
expelled from the eastern kingdoms of Peisia, and gradually 
diivcii to the banks of the Indus, in seaichof a softer and 
more wealth}^ conquest. In the West he annihilated the 
dynasty of the Bow ides; and the sceptre of liak jiassed 
from the JVrsian to the 'J'nikisli nation. The princes who 
had felt, or who feared, the Seljukian arrows bowed their 
heads in the dust; by the conquests of Adeibijan, or Media, 
he approached the Boman confines; and the shepheid pre- 
sumed to dis[iaich an ambassador, or herald, to demand the 
iributc and obedience of the emperor of Constantinople j:. 
in his own dominions, Togrul was the father of his soldieis 
and people ; by a firm and equal administration Persia was 
relieved from the evils of anarchy ; and the same hands 


* D'Hnbi'lot, p. 801 . Yet after the fortune of his posterity, Seljuk became 
tbc tbii t)-f(»urth in lineal tlescent fioin the fi^reat Afrasiuh, euipcror of Tourau 
(p. 800 ) Tl;e Tartar pe^dij^rec of the house of Ziii^is gave a different cosit to 
autteiy and fable* and the liistorian Mirkhond derives the Sejjukides fj*oiu 
Alankavah, llie virgin mother (p 801 col. 2 ). If they be the same as the 
Zfikut.sof AbulgliHZi Bahader Khan (Hist Genealogiqnc, p. 148. )» quote ia 
their favour the most wciglity evidence of u Tartar prince himself, thedc^cend* 
unt of Zingis, Alankavah, or Alanru, and Oguz Khan. 

t By a slight corruption, Togrul Beg is the Tangroli pix of the Greeks. 
His reign and cliaractcr are faithfully exhibited by d'Herbelot (Bibhothcque 
Onentale, p. lu 27 , 1023.) and de Guigiies (Hist, des Huns, tom. iii. p. Isr- 
ael.). 

X Cedreiius, tom. ii. p. 774, 775. Zonaraa, tom. it. p. 957 . W^ith their 
usual knowledge of Oriental an*airs,they deserihe the ambassador as a Mm/, 
who, like the syncellus of the patriarch, was the vicar and successor id the 

viilipk. 
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wlilch ha<] been imbrued in blood became the guardians of 
jirstice and the public peace. The more rustic, perhaps the 
wisest, portion of the Turkmans ^ continued to dwTll in the 
tents of their ancestors; and, fiom the Oxus to the Euphra- 
tes, these military colonics were protected and propagated by 
liieir native princes. But the Turks of tlie court and city 
were retiiied by business and softened by pleasuie : they iiifr*- 
tated the dress, language, and manneis of Persia; and the 
royal palaces of Nishabur and Hei dii>played the order and 
magnificence of a great monaichy. Tlic most deserving of 
the Arabians and Persians were promoted to the honours of 
the state ; and the whole body of the Turkish nation embra-» 
ced vvitli fervour and sineciity the religion of Mahomet. 
'I’he nortlicM'n swarms of Barbarians, i^ ho overspread both 
Europe and Asia, have been ineeoncilably separated by the 
consequences of a similar conduct, Aniang the Moslems, 
as among the Chriotians, their vague and local traditions have 
^uelded to the reason and authority of the prevailing systenty 
lo the fame of antiquity, and the consent of nations. But 
the triumph of the Koran is more pure and meritorious, as it 
was not assisted by any visible splendour of worship which 
might allure the Pagans by some iest*mblance of idolatry. 
The fiist of the Seijukian sultans was conspicuous by his 
zeal and faith : ^ach day he repeated the five prayers which 
are enjoined to the true believers : of eacli week, the two 
first days were consecrated by an extraordinary fast ; and in 
every city a mosch was completed, Ijefofe Togml presumed 
to lay the foundations of a palace 

With the belief of the Koran, the son of Scljuk imbi- 
bed a lively reverence for the successor of the prophet. But 
that sublime character was still disputed by the caliphs of 
Bagdad and Egypt, and each of the rivals was solicitous to 
prove his title in the judgment of the strong, though illiterate. 
Barbarians. Mahmud the Gaznevide had declared himself in 


* From William of Tyre, I have borrowed this distinction of Turks and 
Turkmans, which at least is popular and convenient. The names are the 
baine, and the addition of man is of the same import in the Persic and Teuto. 
nic idioms. Few critics will adopt the etymology of James de Vitry (Hist. 
Hieroaol. i. i. c. 11. p. 1061.J, of Tur^omani, quasi Tutca et Comantf a mixed 
people. 

t Hist. General des Huns, tom. iii. p. 165, 166, 167. M. de Guignef qif^ptes 
Abulmahaseu, an historian of Egypt. 

Ke 
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favour of the line of Abbas; and had treated with indignity 
the robe of honour which was presented by the Fatimite anihas* 
sador- Yet the ungrateful Hashemite had changed with the 
change of fortune ; he applauded the victory of Zendecan, and 
named the Seljukian sultan his temporal vicegerent over the 
Moslem world. As Togrul executed and enlarged this impor- 
-^nttrust,he was called to the deliverance of the caliph Cayem, 
and obeyed the holy summons, which gave a new kingdom 
to his arms*. In the palace of Bagdad, the commander of 
the faithful still slumbered^ a venerable phantom. His ser- 
vant or master, the prince of the Bowides, could no longer 
protect him from the insolence of meaner tyrants ; and the 
Euphrates and Tigris were oppressed by the revolt of the 
Turkish and Arabity:i emirs. I'he presence of a conqueror 
was implored as a blessing; and the transient mischiel's of 
fire and sword were excused as the sharp but salutary reme- 
dies which alone could restore the health of tlie republic. At 
the head of an irresistible force, the sultan of Persia marched 
from Hamadan: the proud were crushed, the prostrate were 
spared; the prince of the Bowides disappeared ; the heads 
of the most obstinate rebels were laid at the feet ol‘ Togrul ; 
and he inflicted a lesson of obedience on the people of Mc^sul 
and Bagdad. After the chastisement of the guilty, and the 
restoration of peace, the royal shepherd accepted the reward 
of his labours ; and a solemn comedy represented the tiinmph 
of religious prejudice over Barbarian power ‘f. The 'I'urkish 
sultan emhaiked on the Tigris, lauded at the gate of Racca, 
and made his public entry on horseback. At the palace gate 
he respectfully dismounted, and walked on foot, preceded 
by his emirs without arms. The caliph was seated behind 
his black veil : the black garment of the Abbassides was cast 
over his shoulders, and he held in his hand the staff of the 
apostle of God. Thd conqueror of the East kissed the ground, 
stood some time in a modest posture, and was led towards 
the throne by the vizier and an interpreter. After Togrul 
had seated hitpsplf ou aaother throne, his commission was 

* Consult the Bibliotheque Oricntale, in the articles of the Jbbassides Caher 
and and the annuls of Elmacin and Abulpharagius. 

+ For this curious ceremony, 1 aniaaudehtcd to M. D. Guignes (tom. iii. 
P- 197 ) 19^ )> that learned author is obliged to Bondari, who composed in 
Arabic the history of the Sieljukides (tom. v, p, 365.). I am ignorant of hie age, 
country, and character. 
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publickl}' read, which declared him the temporal lieutenant cff 
the .vicar of tlie prophet. He was successivefy invested with 
seven robes of honour, and ptesented with seven slaves, the 
natives of the seven climates of the Arabian empire. His 
niysiic veil was perfumed with musk; two crowns were 
p a' ed on l)is head; two scymetars were girded to his side, 
as Uu symbols of a double reign over the East and West."* 
r >his inauguration, the sultan was prevented from pros- 
tn i!i\ liimself a second time; but he twice kissed the hand 
< r ilir commander of the faithful, and his titles were pro- 
el ieiM'd by the voice of henilds and the applause of the 
In a second visit to Bagdad, the Seljukian prince 
^i‘- -u rescued rhe caliph from his enemies; and devoutly on 
loot u d the bridle of his mule from the yrison to the palace. 
1b- I ediance was cemented by the marriage of Togrul’s 
i witli th ' successor of the prophet. Without reluctance 
lie Ire! introduced a 'Furkisli virgin into his haram ; but 
Cnyem proudly relused his daughter to the sultan, disdained 
to mingle the blood o1 the Hashemites with the blood of a 
M ythian ^hej)llerd ; and protracted the negociation many 
months, till the gradual diminution of his revenue admo- 
nished him that he was still in the hands of a master. The 
royal nuptials vvcio followed by the death of Togrul himself*; 
as he left no children, his nephew Alp Arslan succeeded to 
the title and prerogatives of sultan ; and his name, after that 
of the caliph, was pronounced in the public prayers of the 
Moslems. Yet in this revolution, the Abbassides acquired a 
laiger measure of liberty and power. On the throne of Asia 
the Turkish monarchs were le^ss jealous of the domestic admi- 
nistration of Bagdad ; and the commanders of the faithful 
were relieved from the ignominious vexations to which they 
had been exposed by the presence and poverty of the Persian 
dynasty. 

Since the fall of the caliphs, the discord and degeneracy of 
the Saracens respected the Asiatic provinces of Rome ; which, 
by the victories of Nicephorus, Zimisces, and Basil, had been 
extended as far as Antioch and the eastern boundaries of 


♦ Eodem anno (A. H. 455.) obii# princeps Togrutbecus .... rrx fu^t 
clemens, prtidens, ct peritus regnandi, cujns tevror coida inoitaliiim invasirut, 
ita ut obeduent ei i€gei atquc ad ipsum scribe r«nt. Eltoacin, Hist. Saracen, 
p. 343. vers Erpenii. 
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Armenia. Twenty-five years after the death of Basil, his 
Auccessors were suddenly assaulted by an unknown race of 
Barbarians, who united the Scythian valour with the fanati- 
cism of new proselytes, and the art and riches of a powerful 
monarchy The myriads of Turkish horse overspread a 
frontier of six hundred miles from Taurus to Arzeroiim, and 
"^he blood of one hundred and thirty thousand Christians was 
R grateful sacrifice to the Arabian prophet. Yet the arms of 
Togrul did not make any deep or lasting impression on the 
Greek empire. The torrent rolled away from the open coun- 
try; the sultan retired without glory or success from the 
siege of an Armenian city ; the obscure hostilities were con- 
tinued or suspended with a vicissitude of events ; and the 
bravery of the Ma^’edonian legions renewed the fame of the 
conqueror of Asia f. The name of Alp Arslan, the valiant 
lion, is expressive of the popular idea of the perfection of 
man ; and -the successor of logrul displayed the fierceness 
and generosity of tlie royal animal, lie passed the Euphra- 
tes at the head of the Turkish cavalry, and entered Cesaerea, 
the metropolis of Cappadocia, to which he had been attracted 
by the fume and wealth of the temple of St. Basil. 'J'h© 
solid structure resisted the destroyer : but he carried away 
the doors of tlie shrine incrusted with gold and pearls, and 
profaned the relics of the tutelar saint, whose mortal frailties 
were now covered by the venerable rust of antiquity. 7'he 
iinal conquest of Armenia and Georgia was atchieved by Alp 
Arslan. In Armenia, the title of a kingdom, and the spirit 
of a nation, were annihilated : the artificial fortdications were 
yielded by the mercenaries of Constantinople; by strangers 
without faith, veterans without pay or arms, and recruits 
without experience or discipline. The loss of this important 
IVontier weis the news of a day ; and the Catholics were 

♦ For these wars of the Turks and Romans, see in pjeneral the Byzantine 
histories of Zonaras and Cedrenus, Scylitzes the continiiator of Cedi-emis, and 
Nicephoros Bryetinius Caesar. Tlie two first of these were monks, thetwolat. 
ter statesmen ^ yet such were the lireeks, that the difference of style and cha- 
racter is scarcely disccrnahle. For the Orientals, I draw as usual on the 
wealth eC d'Herbelot (see titles of the first Seljukides) and the accuiacy of de 
Ouignes (Hist desHuns, lorn iii. 1 x ). 

i* *E^tpiT0 yap Ev Typxoi? Xoyo?, wmpufAim Ka,rctr^at(pvivxi to Tt/paa^v 

yivo? awo Toiawnj? oironcmo MoaEdhHi AXe^oii^lpo? xaTarpeil''*'*'® 

Ilcpaa^. Cedrenus, tom. ii. p. 791 The credulity of the vulgar is always pro- 
oable , and the Turks had learned from the Arabs history or legend 
Escauder Dulcarnein (d'Herbelotj p. 317, Ac 
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ii^fither surprised nor displeased, that a people so deeply 
infected with the Nestoriari and Eutychian errors, had been 
delivered by Christ and his mother into the hands of the infi- 
dels *. The woods and valleys of mount Caucasus were 
more strenuously defended by the native Georgians f or Ibe- 
rians : hut the Turkish sultan and his son Malec were inde- 
fatigable in this holy war; their captives were compelled to**^ 
promise a spiritual as well as temporal obedience ; and, instead 
of their collars and bracelets, an iron horse-shoe, a badge qf 
ignominy, was imposed on the infidels who still adhered to 
the worship of their fathers. The change, however, was 
not sincere or universal ; and, through ages of servitude, the 
Georgians have maintained the succession of their princes and 
bishops. But a race of men, whom nc^ure has cast in her 
most perfect mould, is degraded by poverty, ignorance and 
vice j their profession, and still more their practice, of Christi- 
anity is an empty name; and if they have immerged frdm 
heres}", it is only because they are too illiterate to remember a 
metaphysical creed 

The false or genuine magnanimity of Mahmud the Gazne- 
vide, was not imitated by Alp Arslan ; and he attacked 
without scruple the Greek empress Eudocia and her children. 
His alarming progress compelled her to give herself and her 
sceptre to the hand of a soldier ; and Romanus Diogenes 
was invested with the Imperial purple. His patriotism, and 
perhaps his pride, urged him from Constantinople within two 
tiionths after his accession; and the next campaign he most 
scandalously took the field during the holy festival of Easter. 


* I|S»3p»aF xai MuTOTroTa^xiaF, xat Ap/xe^ar oiKtfer*/ xai ot rrir laJatKiir 

TH xa* ruv AKs(pxXbJv 0p>?crxii/y^»F (Scylitzes, ad calcem Cedreni, 

torn. II. p. S34. whose ambiguous construction shall not tempt me to suspect 
that he confounded the Westoiian and Monophyait;e heresies). He feiuiharly 
talks of the opyn, 0£», qualities, as I should appiehend, very 

foreign to th^ peifect Being ; but liis bigotiy is forced to confess, that they 
were soon afterwards discharged on the orthodox Romans, 

t Had the name of Georgians been known to the Greeks (Stritter, Memoriae 
Byzaiit. tom. iv. Iberka)^ I should derive’ it from their agriculture, as th« 
ysupytii of Herodotus (1. iv. c 18. p. S 89 . edit. Wesseling.). But it 
appears only since the crusades, among the Latins (Jac. a Vitriaco, Hist. Hiero- 
sol. c. 79 p, 1095 ) and OreintaU (d’Herbelot, p. 407.), and was devoutly bor- 
rowed from St George of Cappadocia. 

t Mosheim, Institut. Hist. Ecclessp. 632. See in Chardin^s Travels (tom. 
i. p. 171“-174.), the manners and i-eligion of this handsome hut worthless na- 
tion. See the pedigree of their princes from Adam to the preseot century, in 
the Tables of M. de Guignes (tom. h p. 433—438.). 
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In the palace, Diogehes wa» no more than the husband of 
Eudocia ; in the camp, he was the emperor of the Romans, 
and he sustained that character with feeble resources, and 
invincible courage. By his spirit and success, the soldiers 
were taught to act, the subjects to hope, and the enem^b to 
fear. The Turks had penetrated into the heart of 
"^ut the sultan himself liad resigned to his emirs the probc ; u- 
tion of the wai ; and their numerous detachments wtie srai- 
tered over Asia in the security of conquest. L.uK n v. th 
spoil and careless of discipline, they weie sej)aiateiy sji pri- 
sed and defeated by the Greeks 2 the activity ot tlio rinporor 
seemed to multiply his presence 5 and while they lK*a’d v*f 
his expedition to Antioch, the enemy felt his swoid on the 
lulls of Trebizond.^ In three laborious campaigns, theTuiks 
were driven beyond the Euphrates: in iheTouith and last^ 
Romanus undertook the deliverance of Armenia. Tiie deso- 
lation of the land obliged him to transport a supply of two 
months provisions; and he marched forwards to ilie siege of 
^lalazkerd^, an important fortress in the midway between 
the modern cities of Arzeroum and Van. His army 
amounted, at the least, to one hundred thousand men. The 
troops of Constantinople were reinforced by the disorderly 
multitudes of Phrygia and Cappadocia ; but the real stiength 
was composed of the subjects and allies of Europe, the. 
legions of Macedonia, and the squadrons of Bulgaria; the 
Uzi, a Moldavian hord, who were themselves of the Turkish 
race -f* ; and, above all, the mercenary and adventurous bands 
of French and Normans. Their lances were commanded by 
the valiant Ursel of Baliol, the kinsman or father of the Scot- 
tish kings;}, and weie allowed to excel in the exercise of 
arms, or, according to the Greek style, in the practice of 
the Pyrrhic dance. 

♦ This city is mentioned by Constantine Porpbyrogenitus (de Administrate 
Imperil. 1. ii. c. 44 p. 119 ), niidtlie Byzantines of the xith century, under the 
name of Mantzikierte, and by some is confounded m ith Theodosiopolis ; but 
Ot slilc, 111 bis notes and maps, has very prope rly fixed the situation. Abulfcda 
(f»eo^rapli. tab. xviii p. 3 10 ) describes Malasgerd as a small town, built with 
Mack stone, supplied with water, without trees, &c. 

t The IJxi of the Greeks (Stritter, Memor. Byzant. tom. iii. p. 923—948.) 
aietheGozzof the Orientals (Hist. desHuus, tom. li p. 523. tom. iii. p. 

They appear on the Danube, and the Volga, in Armenia, Syria, and Chorasan, 
and the name aeenis to have been extendi to the ubole Turkman race. 

I Ursehus (the Russelius of Zonaras) is distinguished by Jeffrey Malaterra 
(1 i e 33.) among the Norman conquerors of Sicily, and with the surname of 
flahol . and our own historians will tell how the Baliols came from Normandy 
tv Dm ham, built Bernard's castle on the Tees, married an heiress of Scotland, 
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» 01) the repon bold invasion, which thri^afenad hll 

heiadieaiy domlnioiH, Alp Arsimi Hew tQ tbeeceiie i»f aatkfi 
at the (lead of forij' thpusand horse His rapid aoi tkdfial 
evoltmoiH distressed and dismayed the superior nuiitfbefa of" 
the (Greeks ; and in the defeat of Baailacius, one of theif 
principal generals, he displayed the first example of hi^ 
valour and clemency. ijIThe irnprudeuee of the emperor had'* 
separated his forces after the reduction of Malazkerd. It 
was in vain that he attempted to recal the mercenary^ 
Franks ; they refused to obey his summons ; he disdainediito 
await their return ; the desertion of the Uzi filled his mind 
with anxiety and suspicion ; and against the mbst salutary 
advice he rushed forwards to speedy and decisive action. 
Had he listened to the fair proposals of ti^ sultan, Romanus 
might have secured a retreat, perhaps a peace ; but in these 
overtures he supposed the fearer weakness of the enemy, and 
his answer was conceived in the tone of insult and defiance. 

If the B^barian wishes for peace, let him evacuate the 
“ ground which he occupies for the encampment of the 

Romans, and surrender bis city and palace of Rei as a 
** pledge of his sincerity.’^ Alp Arslan smiled at the vanity 
of the demand, but he wept the death of so many faithful 
Moslems ; and, after a devout prayer, proclaimed a free per-^ 
mission to tril who were desirous of retiring from the field. 
.Wjth his own hands he tied up his horse’s tail, exchanged® 
his bow and arrows for a mace and scymetar, clothed himself 
an a white garment, perfumed his body with musk, and decla- 
red that if he were vanquished, that spot should be the place 
of his burial f- The sultan himself had affected to cast 
away bis missile weapons; but his hopes of victory were pla- 
ced in the arrows of the Turkish cavalry, whose squadrons 
were loosely distributed irfthe form of a crescent. Instead : 
of the successive lines and reserves of *the Grecian tactics, 

ice. Dticaii|e (Not. ad Nicephor. Bryenniuni, 1. ii. No 4.) has laboured the sub^ 
ject in honour of the president de BailieuI, whose fhther had eaccfianged tfdl 
sword (hr the gown. 

• Elmaeiti (p. S43, 344,} assigns this probable number, which is reducedby 
Abulpharagius to i5,000 (p. 827.), and by iTflerbelot (p. 109.) to 18,000 horse, 
But the same Elmaciu'grres 300,000 men to the emperor, of #hora Abatph^ra* 
gittSfiays, cum c^furn hominum mthibus, militisque cqnis et magnft pompit 
instiiietus. The Oreeks nbstain A^om^ahy definition of numbers. 

t The Byaaulinc writei^S do not sipc^ 40 distinctly of t^f presence of ^ht 
suMu ; 1 ^ coomtttled hii forces to ah ewi^ had retireoy a diftiMr, 

Is n ifftiotwace, or Jealousy, or truth ? ^ 

. Voi.. VIII. L 
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Aoraanus led Ws army in a single and solid phalanxi and 
pressed with vigour ami impatience the artfal and yielding 
Resistance of the Barbarians. In this desilkctry and liuitleas 
^feombat he wasted the greater part of a sumraerWday, tiM 
prudence and fatigue compelled him to return to his camp. 
But a retreat is always perilous in the face of an active the; 
•^nd no sooner had the standard been turned to the rear 
Aan the phalanx was broken by the base cowardice, or tl>e 
baser jealousy, of Andronicus, a rivj\l prince, who disgraced 
his birth and the purple of the Casars*. The Turkish 
Iquadrons poured a cloud of arrows on this moment of con- 
fusion and lassitude ; and the horns of their formidable cres- 
cent were closed in the rear of the Greeks. In the destruc- 
tion of the army f^nd pillage of the camp, it would be need- 
less to mention the number of the slain or captives. The 
Byzantine writers deplore the loss of an inestimable ])eari : 
they forget to mention, that in this fatal day the Asiatic pro* 
vinces of Rome were irretrievably sacrificed. ^ 

As long as a hope suivived, Romanus attempted to rally 
and save the relics of his army. When the centre, the 
Imperial station, was left naked on all sides, and encom- 
passed by the victorious 'l urks, he still, with desperate cou- 
rage, maintained the fight till the close of clay, at the head 
of the brave and faiihiul subjects who adhered to his stand- 
ard. They fell around lifm j his horse was slain ; the empe- 
ror was wounded ; yet he stood alone and intrepid, till 
was oppressed and bound by tlie strength of multitudes. 
The glory of this illustrious prize was disputed by a ilovc 
and a soldiei* ; a slave who l>ad seen him on the throne of 
Constantinople, and a soldier whose extreme deformity had 
been excused on the promise of »ome signal service. Des- 
poiled of bis arms, his jewels, and his purple, Romanus spent 
.a dreary and perilous night on the field of battle, amidst a 
disorderly crowd of the meaner Barbarians. In the morning 
,the royal captive was presented to Alp Arslan, who doubted 
of his fortune, till the identity of the person Was ascertained 

♦ He wai the son of the C®8ar John Ducai, brother of the emperor (Con- 
stantine (Ducunge, Fam Byzant. p. jGs.). Nicephorus Bryennius applauds 
his virtues and extenuates his faults (1. i. p. 30 . 38. 1. ii. p. 53.). Yet he owns 
his enmity (o Romomsf, ^ Si bx» 9 iFfo; Beytttteo 

more explicitly of his treason. 



by the jeport af his ambassadors# and by the more pathetic; 
evidence ot Bosihicius^ who eiabraeed with tears the feet of 
his unhapj>y sovereign. The successor of Constawtioe, in a 
plebemii habit, w#s led into the Turkish divan, and comt* 
manded to kiss the ground before the lord of Asia. He 
reluctantly obeyed ; and Alp Arslan, starting from his throne^ 
is said to have planted his foot on tlie neck pf the Romaau 
«mi5cror But the fact is doubtful ; and if, in this 
of insolence, the sultan complied with a national custom, 
the rest of his conduct has extoited tlie praise of his bigot’^ 
ted foes, and may afford a lesson to the most civilised ages* 
He instantly raised the royal captiye from tlie ground ; and 
thriee clasping his hand with tender sympathy, assured him# 
that his life and dignity should he inviolate in the hands of a 
prince who had learned to respect the majesty of his equals 
and the vicissitudes of fortune. From the divan, Homanus 
was conducted to an adjacent tent, where he was served with 
pomp and reverence by the officers of the sultan, who, twice 
each day, seated him in the place of honour at his own table. 
Ill a free and familiar conversation of eight days, not a word, 
not a look, of insult, escaped from the conqueror; but be 
severely censured the unworthy subjects wlio had deserted 
their valiant prince in the hour of danger, and gently 
Oidinonished his antagonist of some errors winch he had corner 
Blitted in the management of the war. In the prelimiaarie$ 
of negociation. Alp Arslan asked him what treatment he 
expected to receive, and the calm indifference of the empe- 
ror displays the freedom of Ids mind. ** If you are crueV’ 
said he, you will take my life; if you listen to pride, you 
will drag me at your chanot wheels; if you consult youp 
** interest, you will accept a ransom, and restore me to my 
country.” And what,” continued the sultan, " would 
have been your own behaviour, had fortune smiled on 
" your arms?” The reply of the Greek betrays a senti- 
ment, which prudence, and even gratitude, should have 
jtaught him to suppress. Had I vanquished,” he fiercely 
said, I would have inflicted on thy body many a stripe/' 
The Turkish conqueror smiled at the insolence of his cap- 

f Tti# einciMpftuic«, vbteb we read and dvubt in ScyliUes and CnnttaiUill^ 
Manasses, is mare irvdimtly tmitted by Nicephorus and ZdlMiras. 

L2 
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iive; observed that the Christian law inculcated the loVe of 
enemies and forgiveness of injuries; and nobly declared# 
that he would not imitate an example which be condemned. 
After mature deliberation, Alp Arslan dictated the terms of 
libeTty and peace, a ransom of a million^ an annual tribute of 
three hundred and sixty thousand pieces of gold the mar- 
U'iage of the royal children, and the deliverance of all the 
Moslems who were in the power of the Greeks. Romanos^ 
with a sigh, subscribed this treaty, so disgraceful to the 
majesty of the empire; he was immediately invested with a 
Turkish robe of honour ; his nobles and patricians were resto- 
red to their sovereign ; and the sultan, after a courteous em* 
brace, dismissed him with rich presents and a military guard. 
No sooner did he reach the confines of I he empire, than he 
was informed that the palace and provinces had disclaimed 
their allegiance to a captive : a sum of two hundred thousand 
pieces was painfully collected ; and the fallen monarch 
transmitted this part of his ransom, with a sad confession of 
his impotence and disgrace. The generosity, or peihaps the 
ambition, of the sultan, prepared to espouse the cause of his 
ally ; but his designs were prevented by the defeat, imprison- 
ment, and death, of Roinanus Diogenes f. 

In the treaty of peace, it does not appear that Alp Arslan 
extorted aii}^ province or city from the captive emperor; and 
his revenge was satisfied with the trophies of his victory, and 
the spoils of Anatolia, from Antioch to the Black Sea. The 
fairest part of Asia was subject to his laws : twelve hundred 
princes, or the sons of princes, stood before his throne ; and 
two hundred thousand soldiers marched under his banners. 
The sultan disdained to pursue the fugitive Greeks ; but he 
meditated the more glorious conquest of Turkestan, the ori- 
ginal seat of the house of Seljuk. He moved from Bagdad 

k 

* The ransom and tribute are attested by reason and the Orientals. The 
>Other Greeks are modestly silent; but Niceplnirus Bryeunius dares toaifirm, 
that the terms were ‘Pwjuxwwr ^ that the emperor would 

bave pi'eferred death to a shameful treaty. 

f The defeat and captivity of Romanus Diof^enes may tte found in Johif 
Scylltzes ad calcem Cedr^ni, tom. ii p. 835 — 843. Zonaras, tom. ii. p.281— 
984. Nicephorus Bryeunius,!. i. p. 25 — 32- Glycas, p 325— 32?. Constautinf 
Manasses, p. 134. Eimacin, Hist. Saracen, p. .343, 344. Abulphara^. Dynast, 
p. 227- d'Herbelot, p. 102, 103. de Guig^es, tom iii. p. 207 — 211. Besides my 
old acquaintance Eimacin and Ahulpharagins, the historian of the Huns ba^ 
Consulted AbuUkda, and bis epUoiitiBer Benschotinah, a Chronicle of 
Caliphs, by Soyoutbi, Abnlmahaseu of Egypt, and Hor^iri ef Afric*. 
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to the banks of the Oxus ; a bridge was thrown over the 
fiver; and twenty days were consumed in the patpage €>f his 
troops. But the progress of the great king was retarded by 
the governor of Berzeiu ; and Joseph the Carizmian presn*^ 
med to delend his fortress against the powers of the Eastl 
When he was produced a captive in the royal tent, the sul- 
tan, instead of praising his valour, severely, reproached hisi» 
obstinate folly ; and the insolent replies of die rebel prove# 
ked a sentence, that he should be fa8|ened to four stakes and 
left to expire in that painful situation. At this coilimand the 
desperate Carizmian, drawing a dagger, rushed headlong 
towards the throne : the guards raised their battle-aj^es ; their 
^eal was checked by Alp Arslan, the most skilful archer df 
the age; he drew his how, but his foo^t slipped, the arrow 
glanced aside, and he received in )iis breast the dagger of 
Joseph, who was instantly cut in pieces. The wound was 
mortal ; and the Turkish prince bequeathed a dying admoni* 
tion to the pride of kings. In my youth, said Alp Arslan, 

I was advised by a sage, to humble myself before God ; 
to distrust my own strength; and never to despise thp most 
contemptible foe. I have neglected these lessons; and 
my neglect has been deservedly punished. Yesterday, as 
from an eminence I beheld the numbers, the discipline, 
and the spirit, of iny armies, the earth seemed to tremble 
under my feet; and 1 said in my heait, surely thou art the 
king of the world, the greatest and most invincible of 
warriors. These armies are no longer mine; and in the 
confidence of my personal strength, I now fall by the 
hand of an assassin Alp Arslan possessed the virtues of 
a Turk and a Musulman ; his voice and stature commanded 
the reverence of mankind; his face was siiaded witli long 
whiskers; and his ample turban was fashioned in the shape 
of a crown. The remains of the sultan were deposited in 
the tomb of the Seljukian dynasty ; and the passenger might 
read and meditate this useful inscription + ; O ye who 

* This intei^ting death is told by d^Herbelot fp. 103, 104.)* and M. da 
Giiignes (tom iii. p. 212, 213.), from their Oriental writCTS; hut neither of 
them have transfuaed the spirit of ElmaGiji(HiBt. Saracen, p. 344, 345.). 

t A critique of hi^h renown (the^ate Dr. Johnson), who has severely scru^ 
tinized the epitaphs of Pope, might cavil in thif sablioM inscription at the 
words, ^ repair to Maru,'*. since th# reader must already De at Mara before hi 
(Coold peruse the uiscripttoa. 
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^ UATI^ SjefK Tm: GLORY OF AlP ArsLAN EXALTED T<> 
THE HJvi^VEN^, RRfAlR TO MaRU, AND YOU WILJ?f 

REiiOLD IT RUHiED IN THE DUST !’* The annihilation of 
the inscription, and the tomb itself, more forcibly proclaims 
the instability of human greatness* 

During the hie of Alp Arslan, his eldest son had been ac*- 
Jcnowledged as future sultan of the Turks. On his father’s 
death, the inheritance was disputed by an uncle, a codsin^ 
and a brother: they drew their scymetars, and assembled 
their followers j and the triple victory of Malck Shall * esta» 
blished his own reputation and the right of primogeniture^ 
Jn every a^iie, and more especially in Asia^tbethnstof powef 
has inspired tlie same passions, and occasioned tije same 
disorders; but, from the long series of civil war, it would 
Ijot be easy to ex1:ract a sentiment moie pure and mag- 
nanimous than is contained in the saying of the Tuikish 
prince. On the eve of the battle, he performed his devo- 
tions at Thous, before the tomb of the Imam Riza. A^i 
the sultan rose from the ground, he asked bis vizir Nizam 
who had knelt beside him, what had been the object of his 
secret petition ; That your arms may be crowned with vie** 
** tory/’ was the prudent, and most probably the sinceic 
answer of the minister. For iny jmrt,'* replied the 
geneious Malek, I implored the Lord of hosts, that Ito 
would take from me my life and crovyn, if my brother be 
morewoithy than myself to reign over the Moslems.’* 
The favomable Judgment of heaven was ratified by th^ 
caliph ; and for the first time, the sacred title of commander 
of the faithful was comniunioaied to a Barbarian. But this 
Barbarian, by his personal merit, and the extent of bis empirct 
was the greatest piince of his age. Alter the settlement of 
Ferjbiu and Syria, he marched at the head of innuraerablfc 
aniries, to atchieve the conquest of Tinkestan, which had 
bet’O undertaken by his father. In bis passage of the Oxua^ 
the l^oatinen, who had been employed in transporting some 
troops, complained, that their payment was assigned on the 
i^veniues of Antioch. The sultan frowned at thm preposr 


* T))e Orictittlelwus j^reo the text of the reigft of IWjilch (p. 54F, 

A44. ^4, 65 s.), i and the Histoire ^enmie de« Huiui (tom. iii. p. 214 — 
•24 } hail ftdtted the usual measure of repetition, emendation, and supplement. 
Without theie two learned Frenchmen, t rtiouio be blind indeed in the^o^tern 
world. 
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terous choice ; bat he smiled at the artful flattery df liifi trlair^ 

^ It was not to postpone their reward, that I iefecled tbos# 
remote places, but to leave a memorial to posterity^ tHati 
under your reign, Antioch and the Oxus we le subject 
the same sovereign.” But this description of his Hirtfti 
was unjust and parsimonious: beyond the Oxus, he reduced 
to his obedience the cities of Bochara/Carisme, and Samar-'* 
cand, and crushed each rebellious slave, or independent 
aavage, who dared to resist. Malek passed the Sihon or Jax- 
lirtes, the last boundary of Persian civilization : the b<^rd* 
of Turkestan yielded to his supremacy : his name was insert- 
ed on the coins, and in the prayers of Cashgar, a Tartan 
kingdom on the extreme borders of China. From the Chi- 
nese frontier, he stretched his immediate^risdiction or feuda- 
tory sway to the west and south, as far as the mountains of 
Georgia, the neighbourhood of Constantinople, the holy city 
of Jerusalem, and the spicy gix>ves of Arabia Foelix. Instead 
of resigning himself to the luxury of his Haram, the shep- 
herd king, both in peace and War, was in action and in the 
field. By the per^ieiual motion of the royal camp, each pro- 
vince was successively blessed with his presence; and he is 
said to have perambulated twelve times the wide extent of 
bis dominions, which surpassed the Asiatic reign of Cyrgs 
and the caliphs. Of these expeditions, the most pious and 
aplendid was the pilgrimage of Mecca: the freedom and 
safety of the caravans were protected by his arms; the citi- 
zens and pilgrims were enriced by the profusion of his alms ; 
and the desert was cheered by the places of relief and refresh- 
ment, which he instituted for the use of his bretliien. Hunt- 
ing was the pleasure, and even the passion of the sultan, and 
bis train consisted of foity-seven thousand horses ; but aftet 
rite massacre of a Turkish chase, for each piece of game, he 
bestowed a piece of gold on the poor, a slight atonement, at 
the expence of the people, for the cost and mischief of the 
amusement of kings. In the peaceful prosperity ofTiis reiga 
€he cifiel of Asia were adorned with palaces and hospitals. 
With moschs and colleges ; few departed from his' divan 
without reward, and none without justice. The langoage 
and literaiure of Persia revised under the bouse of Seljuk ♦ ; 

» Site m cMiTIciit nt the of Sit WilUarti tlivtDry af 

Hadir >h^h, and the articlCi of the Amak, Atiwi, ftasthtdi, 1^. In tke 
BibhaOiaqnnOmatale. 
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ihd if Malek emulated the liberality of a Turk less pofent 
than himself*, his palace might resound with the songs of 
an hundred poets. The sultan bestowed a more serious and 
learned care on the reformation of the calendar, which was 
effected by a general assembly of the astronomers of the East. 
By a law of the prophet, the Moslems are confined to the 
irregular course of the lunar months ; in Persia, since the .age 
of Zoroaster, the revolution of the sun^ has been known and 
celebrated as an annual festival^*; but after the fall of the 
Magian empire the intercalation had been neglected ; th€ 
fractions of minutes and hours were multiplied into days; 
and the date of the Spring was removed from the sign of 
Aries to that of Pisces. The reign of Malek was illustrated by 
the Gelalaan aera; md all errors, either past or future, were 
corrected by a com putation of time, which surpasses the J ulian, 
ahd approaches the accuracy of the Gicgorian, style J. 

In a period when Europe was plunged in the- deepest bar- 
barism, the light and splendour of Asia may be ascribed to 
the docility rather than the knowledge of the Turkish con-* 
querors. An ample ^hare of their wisdom and virtue is due 
to a Persian vizir, who ruled the empire under the reigns of 
Alp Arslan and his son. Nizam, one of the most illustrious 
ministers of the East, was honoured by the caliph as an ora- 
cle of religion and science ; he was trusted by the sultan aJf 
the faithful vicegerent of his power and justice. After an 
administration of thirty years, the fame of the vizir, his 
wealth, and even his services, were transformed into crimes. 
He was overthrown by the insidious arts of a woman and a 
rival ; and his fall was hastened by a rash declaration, that 
his cap and ink-hom, the. badges of his office, were connected 
py Ihe divine decree with the throne and diadem of the sultan. 
At the age of ninety^-three years, the venerable statesman 
was dismissed by his master, accused by his enemies, and 

% . 1 ’ 

J Hi« mme was Khcdcr Khan. Four bajfs were placed round bis sopba, 
as he listened to the sonp, he cast ^iidfuls of gold and silvei^o the pot'is 
(d’Herbelot, p. 107.). All this may true; but I do not understand how 
be could reign in IVansoxiana in the time of ISIalek Shah, and much less Kow 
Kheder could surpass him in power ahd pomp. I suspect ihat the beginning, 
not iW of the xith ceuiury, is the true aera of Ins reign, 

t Jee Cliardin, Voyages on Peiae, tom. ii. p. 235 

t The Gelalaeau mra (Gelalcddin, pioflr of the Faith, was one of the names 
•r titles of Shah) is fixed to the xvth of March, 4. H. 471, A. D. 1079. 
l)r. ilWe has produced the original testimonies of the PershiBS and ArLfaiaiia 
Baligiotii: vetcruui Pemrum, c* ifi, p. 1 ). 
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piurdered by a fanatic : the last words of attested his 

innocence, and the remainder of MaJek's life was short au4 
inglorious. From Ispahan, the scene of this disgraqpfuli 
transaction, the sultan moved to Bagdad, witli the design of 
transplanting the caliph, and of fixing his own residence in 
the capital of the Moslem yrorld. The feeble successor of . 
Mahomet obtained a respite of ten days^ and before the expU* 
ration of tlie term ♦ the Ba» barian was summoned by the angel 
of death. His ambassadors at Constantinople bad asked in 
iparriage a Roman princess ; but the proposal was decently 
eluded; and the daughter of Alexius* who might herself have 
been the victim, expresses her abhorrence of this unnatural 
conjnnction The daughter of the sultan was bestowed 
on the caliph Moctadi, with the imperious condition, that, 
re?]ouncing the society of his wives and concubines, he should 
forever confine himself to this honourable alliance. 

The greatness and unity of the Turkish empire expired in 
the person of Malek Shah. His vacant throne was disputed 
by his brother and his four sonH and, after a series of civil 
Wars, the treaty which reconciled the surviving candidates 
confirmed a lasting separation in the Persian dynasty, the 
eldest and principal branch of the house of Seljuk.^ The 
three younger dynasties were those of Kerman, of Syria, 
and of Roum: the ^irst of these commanded an extensive, 
though obscuref, dominion on the shores of the Indian 
ocean J: the second expelled the Arabian princes of Aleppo 
and Damascus; and the third, our peculiar care, invaded the 
Roman provinces of Asia Minor. The generous policy of 
Malek contributed to their elevation : he allowed the princes 
of his blood, even those whom he had vanquished in the 
field, to seek new kingdoms worthy of their ambition; nor 
was he displeased that they should draw away the more ar- 

♦ She speaks ot this Persian royalty as 
Anna Comnena was only nine years old at the end of the reig^n of Malek Sh|^ ^ 
(A. D. 1092), and when she speaks of his assassination, she confounds tfa 
sultan with the vizir (Alc'xias, 1 . vi. pi 177, 178.). 

t So obscure, that the industry of M. de Guignes, could only copy (tom. I. 
p. 244 . torn, iii. part i. p 269, &c.) the history, or rather list, of the Seljnkides 
of Kerman, in Bibliotheque Orieutale. They were extinguished befpre tho 
•od of the xiith century. ^ 

I Tavernier, perhops the only tcs^ollcr who has vAsited Kerman, descfibM 
the capital as a great ruinous village, twenty-five days |ourney from IspalimO,, 
«nd twenty4^en from Ormus, in the inidat of a fertile country (Vuy8|^ 9a 
Turquie eten Pe^e, p. I07. Xio.), * */ 

VoL. VUI. M 
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detit spirits, who might hai^e disturbed the traUquiUity of hJi 
rtfgn. As the supreme head of his family atid nation, thtt 
grekt sultan of Persia comtnanded the obedience and tribute 
* bis royal brethren: the thrones of Kerman and Nice, of 
Aleppo and Damascus ; the Atabeks^ and emirs of Syria and 
Mesopotamia, erected their standards under the shadow of 
•hts "sceptre* ; and tlie hord. of Turkmahs overspread the 
plains of the western Asia. After the death of Malek, the 
bands of union and subordination were relaxed and ffnally 
dissolved : the indulgence of the house of Seljuk invested' 
their slaves with the inheritance of kingdoms; and, iruthe 
Oriental style, a crowd of princes arose from the dust of their 
feet t* 

A prince of the ivoyal line, Cutulmish, the son of Izrail, 
the son of Seljuk, had fallen in a battle against Alp Arslan ; 
and the humane victor had dropt a tear over his grave. Ills 
dve sons, strong in arms, ambitious of power, and eager fpr 
revenge, un>hcathed their .•jcynietars against the son of Alp 
Arslan. The two armies expected the signal, when the ca- 
liph, forgetful of the majesty which secluded him from vulgar 
^yes, interposed his venerable mediation. “ Instead of shed- 
** diii^ the blood of your brethren, your brethren both in 
descent and faith, unite your forces in an holy war against 
the Greeks, the enemies of God and his apostle.’' They 
listened to his voice ; the sultan embraced his rebellious kins- 
men; and the eldest, the valiant Soliman, accepted the royal 
Standard, which gave him the free conquest and hereditary 
command of the provinces of the Roman empire, from Arze- 
rouin to Constantinople, and the unknown regions of the 
West:};. Accompanied by his four brothers, he passed the 
Euphrates : the 'Turkish ramp was soon seated in the neigh- 
bourhood of Kutaieh in Phrygia; and his flying cavalry laid 
waste the country as tar as the Hellespont and the Black Sea- 

H It appears from Anna Comnena, that the Turks of Asia Minor obeyed the 
signet and chiauss of the great sultan (Alexias, 1 . ri. p. I70.); arid that the 
sons of Soliman were detained in his conn (p. 180.). 

t This expression is quoted by Petit de la Croix (Vic de Gengiacan, p. 161.), 
from some poet, most probably a Persian. 

;j; On the conquest of Asia Minor, M. de Guignes has derWed no sssistaaori' 
from the Turkish or Arabian writers, wlip pioduce a naked list of the SeQukid^ 
Uoum. The Greeks aie unwilling to expose their shame, and we must ek- 
tort some hints from Scylitzcs (p. 8bo. 863 .), Nicephorus Bryetiniua (p. 88. pi, 
92, Ac. 103 , 104 .), and Anna Coimieoa (Alexias, p 91, 9s*, ^ id§, dtc;). " 
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f)lncc ib« decline of the empire, the peninsula of Abkn Minor 
hud been exposed to the transient^ though destructive^ in- 
roads of the Persians and Saracens ; but the fruits of a lasting 
conquest were reserved for the Turkish sultan ; and his arms 
W'ere introduced by the Greeks, who aspired to reign on tJie 
ruins of their country. Since the captivity of Romanus, six 
years the feeble ,aon of Eudocia had trembled under the» 
wcTght of the Imperial crown, till the provinces of the East 
and West were lost in the same month by a double rebellion: 
pf either chief Nicephorus was the common name ; but the 
surnames of Bryennius and Botoniates distinguish the Euro- 
pean and Asiatic candidates. Their reasons, or rather their 
promises, were weighed in the divan ; and, after some hesi- 
tation, Soliman declared himself in favour of Botoniates, 
opened a free passage to his troops in their marcli from Anti- 
och to Nice, and joined the banner of the crescent to that of 
the cross. After his ally had ascended the throne of Con- 
stantinople, the sultan was hospitably entertained in the sub- 
urb of Chrysopolis or Scutari ; and a body of two thousand 
Turks was transported into Europe, to whose dexterity and 
courage the now emperor was indebted for the defeat and 
captivity of his rival Bryennius. But the conquest of Europe 
was dearly purchased by the sacrifice of Asia : Conistanti- 
iiople was deprived of the obedience and revenue of the 
provinces beyond the Bosphorus and Hellespont; and the 
regular progress of the Turks, who fortified the passes of the 
rivers and mountains, left not a hope of their retreat or ex- 
pulsion. Another candidate implored the aid of the sultan : 
Melissenus, in his purple robes and red buskins, attended the 
motions of the Turkish camp ; and the desponding cities 
were tempted by the summons of a Roman prince, who 
mediately surrendered them into the hands ot the Barbarians. 
These acquisitions were confirmed by a- treaty of peace with 
the emperor Alexius ; his fear of I^bert compelled him to 
seek tlie friendship of Soliman ; and it was not till after the 
sultan’s death that he extended as far as Nicomedia, about 
sixty miles from Constantinople, the eastern boundary of the 
Roman world. Trebizond alone, defended on either side by 
the sea and mountains, preserved at the extremity of tb|5 
Ruxine the ancient character of a Greek colonyi and , the 
future (Jestiny of a Christian empire. \ 

‘M2 
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the first conquests of the caliphs, the establishment 
of the Turks in Anatolia or Asia Minor Was the most depio- 
fable loss which the church and empire had sustained. By 
the propagation of the Moslem faith, Soliman deserved the 
the name of Gazi, a holy champion ; and his new kim^dun 
of the Romans^ or of Roum^ was added to th^ tables of Ori* 
«entai geography. It is desoribed as extending from the 
Ruphrates to Constantinople^ from the Black Sea to the con- 
fines of Syria; pregnant with mines of silver and iron, of 
#llum and copper, fruitful in corn and wine, and productive 
of cattle and excellent hoi*ses*. The wealth of Lydia, the 
arts of the Greeks, the splendour of the Augustan aQ:e^ 
existed only in books and ruins, which were equally obscure 
in the eyes of the^Scythian conquerors. Yet, in the pi^sent 
decay, Anatolia still contains some wealthy and populous 
cities ; and, under the Byzantine empire, they were far more 
flourishing in numbers, size, and opulence. By the choice 
of the sultan, Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, was prefer- 
red for his palace and fortress: the seat of the Seljukian 
dynasty of Roum was planted one hundred miles from Con- 
stantinople ; and the divinity of Christ was denied and deri- 
ded in the same temple in which it had been pronounced by 
the first general synod of the Catholics. The unity of God, 
and the mission of Mahomet, were preached inthemoschs; 
the Arabian learning was taught in the schools; the Cadhis 
judged according to the law of the Koran ; the Turkish man- 
ners and language prevailed in the cities ; and Turkman 
camps were scattered over the plains and mountains of Ana- 
tolia. On the hard conditions of tribute and servitude, the 
Greek Christians might enjoy the exercise of their religion ; 
hut their most holy churches were profaned; their pi iesU 
and bishops were insulted f; they were compelled to suffer 
the triumph of the Pagans, and the apostacy of their 
brethren ; many thousand childen were marked by the knife 
of circumcision ; and many thousand captives were devoted 

^ finch is the description of Roam by H aiton the Armenian, whose Tartar 
liistory may be found in the collections of Ramusio and Bergeron. (See Abal- 
^da, Geograph climat. xvii. p 001—305 ). 

t l^cit eos qnendam abusione Sodomitica iiiterrert}SS€episcf>pum(Gnibert. 
Ahbat. Hist. Hierosot 1 i. p 468 ). €t is odd enough that we should find a 
Pli^mllel pasfage of the same people in the present age. II n'est point d'faof- 
rear que ces Turcs n’ayent commis, et semblables aux soldats eifren^s, qm 
dans la fac dMne TiUc non contens do disposer de tout i tear grft preteadem 
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to the service or the pleasures of their masters *. After «lhe 
loss oi* Asia, Autioch still maintained her primitive ailegi-* 
ance to Christ and Caesar; but the solitary proftiiee Wm 
separated from all Roman aid, and surrounded on all sides 
the Mahometan poweis. The despair of Philaretm tti: 
governor pre^red the sacrifice of his religion and loyalty, 
had not his guilt b^en prevented by his son, who hastened to* 
tlie-Nicene palace, and offered to deliver this valuable prize 
into the hands of Soliman. The ambitious sultan mounted 
on horsehack, and in twelve nights (for he reposed in the 
day) performed a march of six hundred miles. Antioch was 
oppressed by tlie speed and secrecy of his enterprise ; and 
the dependent cities, as far as Laodicea and the confines of 
Aleppo t, obeyed the example of the^ metropolis. From 
Laodicea to the Thracian Bosphorus, or arm of St. George, 
the conquests and reign of Soliman extended tldrty days 
journey in length, and in breadth about ten or fifteen, 
between the rocks of Lycia and the Black Sea The Turk- 
ish ignorance of navigation protected, for a while, tlie inglo- 
rious safety of the emperor ; but no sooner had a fleet of two 
iiundred ships been constructed by the hands of the captive 
Greeks, than Alexius trembled behind the walls of his capi- 
tal. His plaintive epistles were dispersed over Europe, to 
excite the compassion of the Latins, and to paint the danger, 
the weakness, and the riches, of the city of Constantine §. 

But the most interesting conquest of the Seljukian Turks, 
was that of Jerusalem ||, which soon became the theatre of 


encore aux succes lea moiiis desirables. Qaelqae Sipabis ont port 6 lears 
attentats sur la personne du vteox rabbi de la synad^ae, et celle dc 
I’Arcbfev^que Grec ” (Memoires du Baron de Tott, tom ii. p. 193 ). 

♦ The emperor, or abbot, describe the scenes of a Turkish camp as if they 
bad been present. Metres corrept® in conjipeetd ftliurum multipUciter repeti' 
tis diversorum coitibus vexabaiitur; (is that the true reading’) cum fiUte 
^sistentes carmina prasciuere saltando cogerentdr. Mox eadem passio $d 
filias, &c 

t See Antioch, and the death of Soliman, 4 n Anna Comnena (Alexias, I. 
p« 168, 169.), with the notes of Ducange. , 

% William of Tyre ( 1 . i. c 9, 10 p. 635 ) gives the most authentic and deplo- 
rable account of these Turkish conquests. 

§ In his epistle to the count of Flanders, Alexius seems to fall too low 
beneath his character and dignity yet It is opposed by Ducange (Not. ad 
Alcxiad. p. 335, &c ), and paraphrased by the abbot Guihert, a contemporady 
historian. The Greek text no longer exists; and each translator and scribe 
night say with Guibert (p. 475* ), renbis vestita meis, a privilege of moat iiidlt> 
hnite latitude. 

{| Our best fhnd for the history of Jerusalem from Heractius to the crusades, 
Is contained in tdro kwfe and o^iuat passages of WiBUm atthbiiliiop of Tyte 
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stations. In their capitulation with Omar, the inhabitants 
hud stipulated the assurance of their religion and property;^ 
hut the articles were interpreted by a master against whom it 
was dangerous to dispute ; and iu the tour hundred years of 
the reign of the caliphs, the political climate of Jerusalein 
^as exposed to the vicissitudes of storms fnd sunshine 
Py the increase of proselytes and population, the Mahome- 
tans might excuse their usurpation of three-fourths of the 
city: but a peculiar quarter was reserved for the patriarcli 
with his clergy and people ; a tribute of two pieces of gold 
was the price of protection ; and the sepulchre of Christ, 
with the church of the Resurrection, was still left in the 
hands of his votaries. Of these votaries, the most nume- 
rous and respectable portion were strangers to Jerusalem ; 
the pilgrimages to the Holy Land had been stimulated, rather 
^han suppressed, b}^ the conquests of the Arabs ; and the 
eiilbusiasm which had always prompted these peiiluus jour- 
niefc!, was noiuished by the congenial passions of grief and 
indignation. A crowd of pilgrims from the East and Wesi 
continued to visit the holy sepulchre, and the adjacent sanc-^ 
tuaries, more especially at the festival of Easter: and the 
Greck'j and Latins, the Nestorians and Jacobites, the Copts 
and Abyssinians, the Armenians and Georgians, mamiained 
the chapels, the clergy, and the poor of their respective com- 
munions. The liarmony of prayer in so many various 
tongues, the worship of so many nations in the common tem- 
ple of their religion, might have aflbrded a spectacle of edi- 
fication and peace ; but the zeal of the Christian sects was 
embittered by liatred and revenge ; and in the kingdom of a 
Btiifering Messiah, who had pardoned his enemies, they aspi- 
red to command and persecute their spiritual brethren. Thp 
pre eminence was asserted by the spirit and numbers of the 
Franks ; and the greatness of Charlemagne t protected both 


(1. 1 c. 1—10.1. xviii. c. 5, 6.), the principal authen- af the Gesta ©ei per Fran- 
cos. M de Gui^iics has computed a very learned Memoire sur le Commerre ' 
des Frain.ois dans le l>evant avant lea Croisades, &c. (Mem. d^rAcadeuiie 
d 8 Inscriptions, tom. xxxrii. p. 467—500 ). 

y Secundum poiniiiorum aispositionem plerumque^lucida plerutnqiiennhila 
fecepit iutervdila, et a^grotantiiim moi'e tcinporujii prarsentium gravahatur aut 
fespirabat qtiahtatc (1. i. c. 3. p. 630.). The lotiuity of William of Tyre is by 
no means contemptible'^: but iir his ace^mit of 490 years, from the loss to tlie 
recovery of Jerusalem, be exreeds the true account by thirty yeai'S. 

If ^ For tljir transactions of Cbarleinaene willi the Holy Land, sec Ef^nhord 
fic Vita ^oli Msgni, c. 16. Cansta^itMic Forphyrcfenitus i(dh 
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the Xatin pilgvinic;,’ aii3 tfie Cathblics 6f tile Ertst.^ ' “Tfl# 
poverty of Cnnbage, Alexatidrw, and JertisalSitl^ 
veil by the alms of that pious emperor; and many 
ries of Palestine were founded or restored by hls^fbei*^l 
devotion. Hi^un Alrashid, the greatest of tlie AbassidesJ 
esteemed in his Christian brother a simular supremacy df 
and power: their friendship was certientdd by a fre^ ^ 
qnent intercourse of gifts and embassies; and the caliph, 
without resigning the substantial dominion, presented the 
emperor witli the keys of the hol}’^ sepulchre, and perhaps of 
the city of Jerusalem. In the decline of the Carlovingiarl 
monarchy, the republic of Amalphi promoted the interest of 
trade and religion in the East. Her vessels transported thb 
Latin pilgrims to the coasts of Egypt tkhd Palestine, and 
deserved, b}^ tlieir use/ul imports, the favour and allianc'e of 
the Fatimile caliphs’*^ : an annual fair was instituted on Cal-i 
\ary ; and the Italian merchants founded the convent and 
hospital of St. John of Jeiusalem, the cradle of the monas- 
tic and military order, which has since reigned in the isles of 
llhodes and of Malta, Had the Christian pilgrims been 
content to revere the tomb of a prophet, the disciples of 
Mahomet, instead of blaming, would have imitated their 
piety: hut these ligid Unitarians were scandalised by a wor- 
ship which represents the birth, death, and resurrection, of a 
God; the Catholic images were branded with the name 
©f idols; and the Moslems smiled with indignation f at 
the miraculous flame, wliich was kindled on the eve of 
Easter in the holy sepulchiej. This pious fraud, first 
devised in the ninth century §, was devoutly cherished by 


Administratione Imperii, I li. c. 26. p. 80 .), and Pagi (Critica, tom. iii A 0 . 
«00 No. 13 , 14 , 13 ). 

* The caliph granted his privileges, Amalphila»jis viris amicis et iitiliuni 
introductoribtts (Gesta Dei, p 9 ^4 ). The trade of Venice to Egypt and Phlal^ 
tiue Cannot p.oduce so old a title, unless we adopt the laughable translation of 
a Freivdinian who mistook the two factious of the circus (Veneti et Pi'asim)fot 


the Venetians and Parisians. ^ 

t An Arabic chronicle of Jerusalem (apud Asseoiaii. Bihliot. Orient. Wtti. 
p. t> 28 . torn. It p 368.) attests the unbelief of the caliph and the historian^ 
yet CanfMtvutene presumes to appeal to the Mahometans themselTca 
truth of this perpetual miracle. * 

la his dissertations on Ecclesiastical History, the learned Moidteitfi haf 
aeparateiy <iiscussad this pretended ^iracle (tom. li.p. 314-— 306.), de Ittialiw 
atactiaepulchri. » 

^ Williaai of Malnudmiy ( 1 . iv. c. ii. p. 209.) quotes the Itinerary df ^pi|f 
mofih Barii8rd,aaeye«witiie8B, who visited ierasalmA>X>* 972. 



t1ie ‘ Latin crataAm, and is annually repeated by tlie clergy 
iff the Greek, Armenian, iind Cof>tic sects who impose on 
the credulous spectatorsf for their own beneSt, and that of 
their tyrants. In every age, a principle of toleration has 
been fortified by a sense of interest ; and the revenue ot the 
prince and his emir was increased year, by the expence 
• fend tribfattf of so many thousand strangers. 

l*he revolution which transferred the sceptre from* the 
Abassides to the Fatimites was a benefit, ratlier than an 
injury, to the Holy Land. A sovereign resident in Egypt 
Was more sensible of the importance ot Christian trade ; 
fend the emirs of Palestine were less remote from the justice 
and power of the throne. But the third of these Fatimite 
caliphs was the famous HakemJ, a frantic youths who was 
delivered by his impiety and despotism from the fear either 
of God or man ; and whose reign was a wild mixture of vice 
and folly. Regardless of the most ancient customs of 
Egypt, he imposed on the women an absolute confinement : 
the restraint excited the clamours of both sexes; their cla- 
mours provoked his fury ; a part of Old Cairo was deli veiled 
to the flames; and the guards and citizens were engaged 
many days in a bloody conflict. At first the caliph declaied 
himself a zealous Musulman, the founder or benefactor of 
moschs and colleges : twelve hundred and ninety copies of 
the Koran were transcribed at his expence in letters of gold j 
and his edict extirpated the vineyards of the Upper Egypt. 
But his vanity was soon flattered by the hope of introducing 
a new religion ; he aspired above the fame of a prophet, and 
styled himself the visible image of the most high God, who* 
after nine apparitions on earth, was at length manifest in his 
foyal person. At the name of Hakem, the lord of tlie living 


«• COttfirmed by another pilgrim some years older; and Moslieim ascribes tho 
inwnilAMi to the Franks, soon after the decease of Charlemagne. 

♦ 0«r travellers, Sandys (p. 134.), Thevenot (p. 6ai— 6fi7.), Maundrell (pw 
^9» ), &c. describe this extravagant farce. The Catholics are puzzled 
feeciib^ mhm the miracle ended, and the trick began. 

' f The Oiientaii themselves confess the fraud, and plead necessity a^pd edifi* 
ftttM pfeiaoirea du Chevalier d'Arvieiix, tom. ii. p. uo, Joseph Ahvdacni, 
Ijist; Copt. c. 20 .) : but I will not attempt, with Mosheim, to explain tW inedfe. 
Our trapeiSem have failed with the blood ^ St Januarius at Naples. . 

I See 41'Herbelot (BihUot. Oriental^ p. 411.), Renaudot (Hist. PatrW^h. 
Alex. p^aiKt 397* 4i>o, 401.), Elmacin (Hist. Saracen, p. 3S]*»3S3.), aii4 

an. hititorian of Egypt, translated by Jieialbe from Aiklfec |pt 0 
wAipa, iiiterpcrteAto sae by a friend, ,, , 
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and ihe de^> e^ery bne«i was bent in religions adoratiailt 
his mysteries were performed on a mountain near Cairo .- six** 
teen thousand converts had signed his profession of faith} 
and at the present hour^ a free and warlike people^ the J)rn9^ 
of mount Libanus, are persuaded of the life and divinity of 
a madman and tyrant||. In his divine character, Hakem 
hated the Jews and Christians^ as the servants of his rivals;, 
^ITiTe some remains of prejudice ot prudence still pleaded in 
favour of the laW of Mahomet. Both in Egypt and Pales* 
tine, his cruel and wanton persecution made some martyrs 
and many apostates : the common rights> and special privi- 
leges of the Sectaries were equally dlsregard/&d ; and a gene- 
ral interdict was laid on the devotion of strangers and native^. 
The temple of the Christian world, the clyarcii of the Resur- 
rection, was demolished to its foundations ) the luminous 
prodigy of Easter was interrupted, and much profane labour 
uTas exhausted to destroy the cave in the rock which properly 
constitutes the holy sepulthre. At the report of this sacri- 
lege, the nations of Europe were astonished and afflicted : 
but instead of arming in the defeii# of the Holy Land, they 
contented themselves with burning, or banishing, the Jew8> 
as the seOret advisers of the impious barbarian +. Yet the 
calamities of Jerusalem were in some measure alleviated by 
the inconstancy or repentance of Hakem himself ; and the 
royal mandate was sealed for the restitution of the churches^ 
when the tyrant was assassinated by the emissaries of his 
sister. The succeeding caliphs resumed the maxima of reli- 
gion and policy ; a free toleration was again granted ; With the 
pious aid of the emperor of Constantinople, the holy sepul- 
chre arose from its ruins ; and after a short abstinence, the 
pilgrims returned with an increase of appetite to the spiritual 

feast In the sea- voyage of Palestine, the dangers' were 

% 

• The religion of the Druses is concealed by tTieiri^orantfe and hypocrisjf. 
Their secret doctrines are confined td the elect who profess a conteiAplatire 
life ; and the migar Druses, the most iodifferent of men, occasionally conform 
tp the worship of the Mahometans and Christians bf their neighbourhood. 
The Uttie that is, or deserves to be, known , may be seen in the industrious Nie- 
buhr (Voyages, tom. ii. p. 354^357.), and the second volume of the recent imd. 
instructive Travels of M. de Volney. tv 

f See Glaber, 1. iii. c. 7. and the Anuals of BaroUius and Pagi, A. D. 1009. 

I Per idem tempus ex universo oibe tom imnsOiersdiiiis multitudo ccepit 
ebufiuere ad sepulchrum Shlvatoris Mierosolymis, quantuoi uuUus hoBumuil 

pfins tpefdre poterat. Ordo io^ioris plebis mediocres 

et domites . ^ . praesules . . . . mulieres mnltie nobllei citm piMperiiiifiMA 

VoU VIIL N 
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airtf tins oppewtunidies rare^ but tlif eontei^ibn nf 
iluBgary o^perieci a,#afe commwicatioft between Germany 
and Greece. The charity of St. Stephen, the apos^tl© of hie 
hiiigdom, relieved and conducted his itinerant brethren and 
from Belgrade to Antiodi, they traversed fifteen hundred miles 
of a Christiau empire. Among the Franks, the zeal of pil- 
^grimage prevailed beyond the example of former times: ahd 
the r©ad:j» were covered with multitudes of either sex, ancl of 
©very rank, who professed their contempt of life, so soon as 
tiiej should have kibsetl the tomb of their Redeemer* Princes 
and prelates abandoned the care of their domiriions; and the 
numbers of these pious caravans were a prelude to the armies 
which marched in the ensuing age under the banner of tlie 
cross. About thirf^y years before the first crusade, the arch- 
bisliorp of Mentz, with the bishoj)s of Utrecht, Bamberg, and 
Ratisboiiy undertook this laborious journey from the Rhine to 
tire Jordan ; and the multitude of their followers amounted 
to seven thousand persons. At Constantinople, they were 
hospitably entertained by the emperor; but the ostentatioii 
of their wealth provoked^ie assault of the wild Arabs ; they 
drew their swords with scrupulous reluctance, and sustained 
a sk^ge in the village of Capernaum, till they were rescued by 
the venal prolection of the Falimite emir. After visiting the 
holy places, they embarked for Italy, but only a remnant of 
two thoiusand arrived in safety in their native land. Ingul- 
phus, a secretary of William llie conqueror, was acompaniom 
of this pilgrimage; he observes that tliey sullied from Nor- 
Kiandy, thirty stout and well appointed liorsenien ; hut tliitf 
tJiey repassed tl\c Alps, twenty miserable palmers, with the 
ttad’ ill their hand, and the wallet at their back t- 

After tlie defeat of tiie Romans, the tranquillity of the 
EaUinite caliphs was invaded by the Turks One of the 
liculenanls of Malek Shah, Atsiz the Carizmian, marched 
iWito ^Syria at^ the head of a powerful army^ and reduced 


. . . . Flui‘ifen*eii»n(i itwiiti# d^idenum rtwi print^q^tn tftl 
ttPf*ninr 1. iv. c. 6. Bourfuet, [f i«torianfi of Frmfa^ torn, t p. 50 .)/ 

Ohher, br i4i. c b. KutoHa (Hi»t Critic Krgwfii ttnn^artae, lotti. i. p.304 
1 1 .) examines whetliei S’t Stephen founded amoTiartei y at Jernsalem. 
t Baronitttf(A. D loti4, No ) has tvafn»rrH>e<i the gfetfter part of thf 

vri^mal ueYrotitves of Ingiilphufi, Mariai^s, and Lambertur. 

^ Sec ElBiHcift Saineeii. 349, 360.) and Abulphart^itK (Pynwt. 

p^^oy. ver«. Pocork). M. de C>uifneR (Hist, dr* Huns, torti. iW. parf 1 p ^ iSf 
adds ik^rtViiionies, or raHicr the naniea, of and 
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<rities t>f rite {#6viiice, Jkcknowli^sjed 
and tlii^ Bultan df Pei'smt and die rictoTiois emif ridva^icifei 
without resistance to the bants of riieNile: the Fialtrhite 
was preparing to fly into the lieait Of Africa; but tfife 
negroes of his guard and the iulmbitanis of fTalro inade^ 
jje^ eratc sally, and repulsed the Turk from the cotifirik^df* 
Egypt- In his retreat, he indulg<Hl the licence of slaitijhteV 
and rapine; the judge and notaries of Jerusalem Were invited 
to his enmp ; and their cxennion was followed by the inns- 
sacre of three thoirsnnd citizens. The cruelty or the defeat 
of Atsiz was soon punished by the snitan Tonensh, t^ie 
brother of Malek Siiali, who, with a higlier title and more 
formidable povvei s, nssorted the dominioutol Syria and Pafes- 
tine. I’he house of Seijnk roignc'd alvont twenty years' in 
Jerusalem*; but the itereditary command of the holy city 
liiid territory was entrusted or abandoned to the emir Oitdk. 
the chief of a tribe of '(\iikinans, whose children, after their 
expulsion from Palestine, formed two dynasties on the boN 
clers of Armenia and Assyria f, TIte Oriental Christians 
and the Latin pilgrims deplored a revolution, which, instead 
of the regular government and old allianee of the caliphs, 
imposed on their necks the iron yoke of the strangers of the 
north J. In his court and camp the great sultan had adopted 
in some degree the arts and manners of Persia ; but the body 
of the Turkish nation, and more especially the pastoral tiibes, 
still breathed the fierceness of the desert. From Nice to 
'Jerusalem, the western countries of Asia were a scene of 
foreign and domestic hostility : and the shepherds of Pales- 
tine, who held a precarious sway on a doubtful frontier, had 
neither leisure nor capacity to await the slow profits of com- 
mercial and religious freedom. The pilgrims who, through 

* From the expedition of Isar Atsiz (A. H. 469, A. D. 1076), to the expulsion 
•f the Ortokides (A. D. 109G) Yet William of Tyre (I i. c. 6. p. 633.) asserts, 
that Jerusalem was thirty-eight years in the hands of the Turks ; and an Arabic 
chronicle, quoted by Pagi (tom. iv. p. 303.), supposes, that the city was 
reduced by a Carizmian general to the obedience of the caliph of Bagdad, A. H. 
463, A. D. 1070. These early dates are not very compatible with the general 
history of Asia •, and I am sure, that as late as A. D. 1064, the regnum Baby* 
lonicum (of Cairo) still prevailed in Palestine (Baronins, A. D. 10^, Nc. 56.}. 

f De Guignes, Hist des Huns, tom. i. p, 249— asa. 

j W^illerm. Tyr. 1. i. c. 8. p. 634. wflo strives hard to magnify the Christian 

f rievances. The Turks exacted an aureuf fi%m each pilgrim ! The capAar oftho 
Yanks is now fourteen dollars ; and Europe does not comphiiu of tl^ Yoliih- 
tary tax. 

NS • 
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Inaamerable perils, had reached the gates of Jerusalem, wese 
ihe victims of private rapine or public oppression, and ofter^ 
^unk under the preifsure qf famjne and disease, before they 
were permitted to salute the holy sepulchre. A spirit of 
native barbarism, or recent :peal, prompted the Turkmans to 
insult the clergy of every sect: the patriarph was dragged 
by the hair a)ong the pavement, and cast into a dungeon, tq 
e^ttort^ ransom from the sympathy of his flock ; and thS "di- 
vine worship iq the church of the resurrection was often dis- 
turbed by the savage rudeness of its masters. The pathetic tale 
CKcited tjie millions of the West to raaich under the standard 
of the cross to the relief of the holy land : and yet ho^y 
trifling is the sum of these accumulated evils, if compared with 
ike single act of t|je sacrilege of Hakem, which had been sq 
patiently endured by the Jjatin Christians! A slighter provo- 
cation inflamed the more irascible temper of their descend- 
atits: a new spirit had arisen of religious chivalry and papal 
dominion : a nerve was touched of exquisite feeling i and 
the eeusatiou vibrated to the heart of Europe. 
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CHAP, LVJII. » 

Origin and Numbers of the First Crnsade^^Characten ^ 
mmmllie Latin Princes.—Their March to Constantinople.*^ ^ 
Policy of the Greek Emperor Alexius,^Conque^t of Nietp 
Antioch^ and Jeru'ialem^ by the Franks. -^Deliverance of 
the Holy Sepulchre.— Godfrey of Bouillon ^ First Kwgef 
JerusalemmlnstitutiQnsof the French or Lutin Kingdom* 

About twenty years after the conquest of JerusaleiTi hy 
the I'urks, the holy sepulchre was visited T^y an hermit of the 
pame of Peter, a native of Amiens, in the province of Picaiv 
dy * in France. His resentment and sympathy were excited 
by his own injuries and the oppression of the Christian qame; 
he mingled his tears with those of the patriarch, and ear* 
pestly enquired, if no hopes of relief could be entertained 
from the Greek emperors of the East. The patriarch exposed 
the vices and weakness of the successors of Constantine. 

** I will rouse,’' exclaimed the hermit, the martial nations 
of Europe in your cause and Europe was obedient to the 
call of the hermit. The astonished patriarch dismissed him 
with epistles of credit and complaint ; and no sooner did he 
land at Bari, than Peter hastened to kiss the feet of the Roman 
pontiff. His stature was small, liis appearance was codt 
temptible ; but his eye was keen and lively 4 and he possessed 
tliat vehemence of speech, which seldom foils to impart the 
persuasion of the soulf- He was born of a gentleman's 
fomily (for we must now adopt a modern idiom), and his 
military service was under the neighbouring counts of Bou- 

* Whimsical enough is the origin of the name of Picards^ and from thence 
of Pkardut^ 'which doe's not date earlier than A. D. 1900. It was an acadeini* 
cal jo|;:e, an epithet first applied to the quarrelsome humour of those students, 
in the university of Paris, who came from the frontier of France and Fhindera 
(Vaiesii N otitic Galliarum, p. 447 . Longuerue, l>escription de la France, 
p. 54.). 

t William of Tyre (1. 1. c. 11. p. 637 , 638.) thus deseribes the bermitt posih 
lus, persona contemptibilis, vivacis jpgenii, et occulum habens perspicacem 
gratumque, et sponte flueos ei non aeerat cloquium. See Albert Aquensis, 
p. 185. Gttibert, p. 489. Anna Comnena, in Alexiad, 1. x, p. S84, arilh 
Pucanie's notes, p. 34p. 
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lo^ne, the heroes of the first crusade. But he soon relin- 
quished the sword and the world ; and if it be true, that hift 
wife, however noble, wTis aged and ugly, he might withdraw, 
the less leluctcince, from her bed to a convent, and at 
.length to -an hermitage. In this austere solitude, his body 
^ipa^cjated* his fancy was infiamed ; wluitever he wished, 
h^^lieveds whatever he believed, he in dreams 
Devftla^iof)S. From J^rubalem, the pilgrim returned an ao 
f;oa^plii6»hed (anme; but as he excelled in the popular niad- 
DCSfi of tlie times, pope Urban the second received him as a 
prophet^ applauded his glorious design, j>romised to support 
it in a general council, and encoumged him to proclaim the 
dpliverance of the Holy Laud. Invigorated by the approba- 
tion of the pontiji*^ liis zealous misbionary traversed, w ith 
9peed and success, the provinces oi’ Italy and France. His. 
diet was abstemious, his prayers long and fervent, and the 
41ms which he received with one hand, he distributed with the 
othef: his head was bare, his feet naked, his meagre body 
was wrapt in a coarse garment ; be b^e and displayed a 
weighty crucifix ; and the ass on which he rode was sancti- 
fied in tfie public eye by the service of the man of God. He 
|)re 9 .ched to innurnerable crowds in llie chinches, the streets, 
^pd th^ higlways : the hermit entered with equal confidence 
th^ p<|,lace and the cottage ; and the people, for all was peo- 
ple, was impetuously moved by his call to repentance and 
arm?, Wfieq he painted the sufferings of the natives and 
pilgrims of Palestine, every heart was melted to compassion; 
every breast glowed with indignation, when he challenged 
t|^e warripr? of the age to defend their brethren, and rescue 
their Saviour : his ignorance of ai*^ and language was com- 
pensated by sighs^ apd tears, and ejaculations ; and Peter sup- 
plied the deficiency of reason by loud and frequent appeals 
to Christ and his Mother, to the saints and angels of para- 
with w^bom be had perspnally conversed. 7'bn nffpst 
petfiMt ^mtor of Athens might have envied, tiie success if hie 
eUmueniQ^ ; the rustic enthusiast inspired passions which 
he Mt, and Christendom expected ^ith impatience the coum- 
ieis and deoreea of the supreme pontiff. 

Tbe ^lagnanlmous spirit ef Gregory t^e seventh hai 
nifeady niubntced the design of arming Europe against Asia^ 
fhe ardour of his zeal and ambition still breathes in his epfe- 
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from ether side of the Alps, fifty thousand Catfiolks 
had enlisted under the banner of St. Peter * ; and his success 
sor reveals /as intention of marching at their head against the 
impious sectaries of MahomH. But the glory or reproach of 
executing, though not in person, this holy enterprise, was 
reserved for Urban the second f, the most faithful of bb 
djsciples. lie undertook the conquest of tlie East, whilst ^ 
the larger portion of Rome was possessed and iortified by 
his rival Guibert of Ravenna, who contended with Urban for 
the name and honours of the pontificate. He attempted to 
unite the powers of the West, at a time when the princet 
were separated from the church, and the people from their 
princes, by the excommunication which himself and his pre- 
decessors had thundered against the empenor and the king of 
France. Philip the first, of France, supported with patienco 
the censures which he had provoked by his scandalous life 
and adulterous marriage. Henry tlie fourth, of Germany, 
asserted the right of investitures, the prerogative of confirm^ 
ing his bishops by the delivery of the ling and crosier. But 
the emperor’s party was crushed in Italy by the arms of the 
Normans and the countess Mathilda ; and the long quarrel 
had been recently envenomed by the revolt of his son Conrad 
and the shame of his wifej, who, in the synods of Con- 
stance and Placentia, confessed the manifold prostitutions to 
wliich she had been exposed by an husband regardless of her 
honour and his own §. So popular was the cause of Urb^, 

* Ultra quliiquaglnta inillia, si me possunt in expeditione prd dwee'et |K>nti- 
Ace habere, armati manCi volunt in inimicos Dei iiisur^ere et ad sepulchrum* 
Domini ipso ducente pervenire (Grc^m*. vii. cpist. ii. iji. in tom. xii. p. 322. 
^oncii ). 

"f See the orisf'inal lives of Uiban II. by Pandulphus Pisanus and Bernardus 
Guido, 111 Muratori, Rer. Ital. Script tom. iii pais i p 352, 353. 

X She is known by the different names of Praxes, Eupra?cia, Eufrasia, and 
Adelais; and was the daughter of a Russian prince, and the widow of a mar- 
grave of BrandeAburgh. Struv. Corpus Hist, Geioianicee, p. 340 . 

^ Henricus odio cam cwpit habere*, ideo incar ceiavit cum, ct Concesiit 
plerique vint ei in/brrent^ immo hlium horians ut cam subagitarct ( DodedblA, 
CoutUart. Marian. Scot, apud Baron A.D. 1093, No. 4 ), lit lUe eif 

^UnafSiCe, sbe is described by Bertholdus, rerum inspector* dute sc tairtaa el 
tarn in iuauditas foruicationum spurcitias, et a tantis passam miatfe 
est, &.C. and again *at Placentia- safts iniacricorditcr svseepit, do qdod ipsani 
tuntaii apurehias nun t^tn (icniiniasisse qttatn invitam pertuUsse pro cett» 

▼crit papa cum sancta synodo. Apud Baron. A.D. lOO^i 4i!. 1094,Nd» d. 
A rai« subject for the infallible decision of a pope and council. The^e attottii- 
t^atiuns arc repngnatit to every principle of human vhicliiiiiotaltcreif 

by a dispute about rings and cro^ers. Tet it should woew, that the wrcfcliddi 
woman Wifs tempted by the priests to rdatc or suliscrtbe some infotUoiii ^twtip0 
pflKdnetf and her husband. 
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weighty was his influence, that the council which he shrift 
moned at Placentia ^ was composed of two hundred bishops 
of Italy, France, !^rgundy, Swabia, and Bavaria. Foul* 
thousand of the clefgy, and thirty thousand oT the laity, 
attendi^lhid important meeting ; and as the most spaciousr 
cathedral d^Ould have been inadequate to the multitude, thd 
* sesiiioii of seven days^as held in a plain adjacent to the c j t y ; 
The ambassadors of the Greek emperor, Alexius Comn^nus; 
were introduced to plead the distress of their sovereign and 
the danger of Constantinople, which was divided only by a 
narrow sea from the victorious Turks, the dommon enemies 
of the Christian name. In their suppliant address they flat- 
tered the pridgof the Latin princes; and, appealing at once 
to their policy and religion, exhorted tliem to repel the Bar- 
barians on the confines of Asia, rather th^n to expect them 
in the heart of Europe. At the sad tale of the misery and 
perils of their Eastern brethren, the assembly burst into tears : 
tlie most eaget champions declared their readiness to march ; 
and the Greek ambassadors Were dismissed with the as^su- 
rance of a speedy and poWetful succour. The relief of Con- 
stantinople was included in the larger and most distant pro- 
ject of the deliverance of Jerusalem ; but the prudent Urbarr 
adjourned the final decision to a second synod, which he pro- 
posed to celebrate in some city of France in the aututnn of 
the same year. Tlie short delay would propagate the flame' 
of enthusiasm ; and his firmest hope was in a nation of sol- 
diers t, still proud of the pre-eminence of their name* and 
ambitious to emulate their hero Charlemagne who, in the 
popular romance of Turpin §, hadutchieved the conquest of 

^ See the nart'ative and acts of the synod of Placentia, Concil. tom. xii.p'. 
«ai, See. 

t Guibert himself, a Fi^nchman, praises the piety audTalfmr of the French' 
uatioQ, the author and example of the crusades : Gens noBllis, prudens, bclli- 
Cosa, dapsilis et nitida .... Quos enim Britones, Attglos^ Ligures, si bonis cos 
luoribus vidcAUius, non illico Francos homines appcllemus ’ (p. 478.). He owns,' 
however, that the vivacity of the French degenerates into petulance €muug 
tbi'eigiiers (p. 483.), and vain loquaciousness (p. 50^.). 

X viam quam jaindudum Caiolua Magnus mirificus rex Francornm' 
aptari fecit usque C. P. (Gesta Francorum, p. 2. Robert. Monach. Hist. 
Hicros. I i. p, 33, &c.). 

Joliu Tilpinus, Or Turpinus, was archbishop of Rheims, A. D. 773. After 
the year 1000, this romance was composed in bis name, by a monk of the hor./ 
dm of France and Spam ; and such was the idea of ecclesiastical tnerit, that 
he describes himself as a fighting and drinking priest ! Vet the book of lies was 
pronounced authentic by pope <5aUxt0B 1222 ), and ii respectfnlty 



Holy L^od* A latent motive of aifactioo Osr vanity' 
migllt influence the choice of ‘Urban ; he wa». himself t 
native of France^ a monk of Clugny, and the flrst of his 
countrynneKi who ascended the throne of St. Peter. The, 
pope had illustrated his family and province; nor is there 
perhaps a more exquisite gratifleation than to revisit, in a 
conspicuous dignity, the humble and laborious scenes qf our < 
youth, ; 

It may occasion some surprise that the Roman pontiff 
should erect, in the heart of France, tlie tribunal from whence 
h^ burled his anathemas against the king; but our surprise 
IsriU vanish so soon as we form a just estimate of the king o^ 
France of the eleventh century Philip the first was the 
great-grandson of Hugh Capet the fouryler of the present 
race, who, in the decline of Charlemagne’s posteritj’’, added 
the regal tide to his patrimonial estates of Paris and Orleans* 
III tins narrow compass, he was possessed of wealth and 
jurisdiction ; but in the rest of France, Hugh and his first 
descendants were no more than the feudal lords of about 
sixty dukes and counts, of independent and hereditary 
power ti who disdained the controul of laws and legal assem- 
blies, and whose disregard of their sovereign was revenged 
by the disobedience of their inferior Vassals. At Clermont^ 
in the territories of the count of Auvergne the pope might 
brave with impunity the resentment of Philip; and the 
council which he convened in that city was not less numer- 
ous or respectable than the synod of Placentia §. Besides 
his court and council of Roman cai’dinais, he was supported 
by thirteen archbishops and two hundred and twenty-five 
bishops ; the number of mitred prelates was coniputed at 
four hundred ; and the fathers of the church were bjessed by 


quoted by the abbot S«^er, ia the great fibiFoniplcs of 5^. Denya ( Fabric. Bibliot. 
Latin, luedii edit. Mansi, tom. W. p. l6].). 

* See Etat de la France, by the count de Boulaiovilliers, tom. i. p. fSO— v 
tS2. and the second Tolume of the ObservatiouB sur THistoire de France, by 
the Abbe de Mably. 

t tu the prorinces to the south of the Loire, the first Cetpeiian^ weifp 
•carc^ly allowed a feudal suprematry. On all sides, Normandy, BrOtafn^, 
Aquitam, Bur^ndy, Lorraine, and Flanders, contracted the name and liUlltf 
«f the proper France. See Hadrian Vales Notitia Gallianim. 

I These counts, a youuyer branch of the dukes of Aquitain, were at IdngHi 
desp^led of the greatest part of their country by Philip Aa^stUs. Tim 
hi|aopB of V Clermont i^raduatly becam^ princes of the cfty. tii^ 

dVnc grande Bibliotheque, tom. xxxvi. p. 2^8, Ac. ,, 

V Sec tie acts of fbe council of Clermont, Condi, tom. xii. p, tisp, Ac. ’ * 

ot. vni. O r ^ 



•i: HJSTOMW OW THS FALL 

tile «atiitt> and eiil%hteDeiI ^r tbe <loctor» of ^ike age* Frorii 
ifee adjacent kingdomaj a martial train lofdtafid Icaigliei 
ef power and renowii> attended the eoandidli m high ex;<- 
pectation of ita res^^kes ; and anch was the ardmir of zeal 
and cuiiosit^/tbat the city was filled, and man j tbousandSi 
in the month of November, erected their tents oaxbuts in the 
open field* A session of eight days produced some useful or 
edifying canons for the reformation of manners; a severe 
^censum was pronounced against tlie hoence of private war; 
the truce of God was confirmed, a suspension of hostilities 
during four days of the week ; women and priests- were 
placed under the safeguard of the church ; and a protectiem 
of three years was extended to husbandmen and merchants, 
the defenceless victims of military rapine. But a law, how- 
ever ^venerable be the sanction, cannot suddenly transform 
the temper of the times ; and the benevolent efforts of Urban 
deserve the less praise, since he laboured to appease some 
domestic quarrels, that he might spread the flames of war 
from the Atlantic to the Euplirates. fiom the synod of 
f^lacentia, the rumour of his great design had gone forth 
among the nations : the clergy on their return had preached 
in every diocese the merit and glory of the deliverance of 
the Holy Land ; and when the pope ascended a lofty scaffold 
in the market-place of Clermont, bis eloquence was addressed 
to a well- prepared and impatient audience. His topics were 
obvious, his exhortation was vehement, his success inevitable* 
^he oratoi' was interrupted by the shouts of thousands, who 
fwkh one voice, and in their rustic idiom, exclaimed aloud, 
God wills it, God wills It is indeed the will of 

God,*^ replied the pope; and let this memorable word, the in- 


^ Confloxerunt ad concilium e roultis regionibus, viri potentes et hononiti, 
mnumeri quamvis ciogulo l^iicalis Tiulitisp superbi (Ba^ic, au eye^witnesf, 
p, s6— ^8. l^obert. Monft p. 31, 39. Will. Tyr. i. 14, IS. p. 639 -t 641. Guibert, 
p. 428-7-4SO. Fulcher Carnot, p. .3S2.). 

^ f Tlie T]rnce of God (Treva, or Treuga Dei) was first invented in Aquit^in, 
A*D. 103fi; blamed by some bishops as an occasion of p^ijur^, rejected 
the Nojrmant AS contrary tp their privileges (Ducange, Latin, tern, vi. 

T Difir vulf, Deus vuU ! was the f^iire acclamation of the c|e|rgy who nttd«r- 
W£>d Latin Robert. Mon. L i. p. 3 iJ.')- By the iUitergfe jjnity., wap spoke the 
f*r<win< 4 §l or (Stnoutm idiom, it was corrupted to Deus lo voUj or el viffll, 
Cbrop. Cusinepse, 1 . iv. c. n. p. 497. in Muratori, ^ript Kernm J^. 
'ipm. iy. apd Pncaiuie (Dissertat. xi.<>. 207. sur Joinville, end Gloss. !tatin. 
tom. 11. p. 690.), who, in his preface, prodnees a veVy oC^he 

dialect of ^vergne, A. D. iioo. ytiry aear^ boH^ mfimf ^ toAhe 
cooncil of Ckopont (p. 15, 16.). 
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^ iptf^iok sitrely of th& Hoi^Mpirit, be £ 3 ^ :ev 0 r i^dopteii a# 
^ ymr eiTjr of birtele; tar animate the devotion and conmge of 
the ch8iii{riciiia o£ Gbiiat. His cross is the symbol of your 
salvafioO; wear a red^ a hidbdy cross, as an exieraul 
^ mark on- ybnr breasts or uhonldei's, as a pledge of your 
sacred and ifrrevocfitble etigagement.” The proposal was 
joyfully accepted ; great numbers both of the clergy said . 
laity impressed on theii* garments the rngii of the cross*', and 
ftoHcrted the pop4 to mafdh at their head. This dangerotm 
honour was declined by the more prudent successor of Gre- 
gory, who alleged the sehisnr of the chorch, and the duties of 
his pastoral office, ree<[raimending to the faithful/ who were 
disqualified by seji or profession, by Uge ot infirmity, to aid, 
With their prayers aird alins, the personi^l service of their 
robust brethren. The name and powers of his legate he 
devolved on Adhemar bishop of Pay, the first who had re- 
ceived the cross at his hands. The forerdost of the temporal 
Chiefs was Raymond count of Thoulouse, whose ambassadon 
In the council excused the absence, and pledged the honour, 
of their master. After the confession and absolution of 
their sins, the champions of the cross were dismissed with 
a superfluotis admonitioh to invite their countrymen and 
friends; and their departure for the Holy Land was fixed tO 
the festival of the Assumption, the fifteenth of August, of tlift 
ieosuing yearf. 


* Most commonly on their shouldcri, in gold, or silk, or cloth, ie^cd oa 
Inelr gdrmehtS. In the tirs^t crusade, nil red; in the third the I^reiflh 
hlo^ preseiryed that colonr, while green crosses wer^ adopted hy the Fhithiiig^ 
and white by the English (Ducan^, tom. u. p. 651.}. Yet in England, 

Ctet S^p^rs the favonritc, and, as it were, the National, colotir of our milU 
iary ensigns and uniforms. 

t fiongarsius, who has published the original writers of the Crusades, adopts, 
tHth much bomplaccncy, the fanatic title of Guibettus, Gesta Pei per 
Francos^ though some critics nropose to read Gesta Diabon p^r FrauM 

S lanorids, 16 } 1 , two rols. in folio). I yhall briefly ehomerate, as they stand in 
it ChlMction^ the authors whom I hare tli^d ibr the first chiiade. I. £elta 
Frapearum. II. Robertas Monaebus. 111 . Baldricus. IV. Rahnutiduf da 
V. Alb^tos Aquensil Yl. Fulcherius Carnotensis. Yll. Guibertus. 
Vni. WiHiplnius T^iensis, Muratori has gireii n% IX. Radd'lphus 
hoensis de Gestia Tancredi (Script. Rer. Ital. tons. r. p. 285—399.) and, X. iNm 
hardue l*h^iiuridt dc Acquisrtlonc Terrel Sanettb (todi. Vli. 

Iwlftt pf ^ete was unknown to » late Freach hptoriad^ ItlfO hM gPCM 
targe and critical list of th^ Writers of the crusadea( Esprit des Croisades, tom. L 
\ and inost^of whose judf^ments my own will al|t|W;*fM 


Mt m it. thd M^r^ % 

Ci:ytade, in vii b^ks (p. 890— 9 it*)’ or 

Os 
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Si^^aifUar^ and n» it were to natural teman^is the priieti^ 
jif !rMi>knce, that cmr iodulgenee allows tliaaUghlest provoca'*' 
tioTi, the must drsputaWe right, as a slrfBcient ground of 
jnaikmd hostility. But due name and nature of am holy war, 
demands, a more rigorous sernuiiy ; uor cap we hastily believe, 
that the aerrants of tlie Prince of peace would unsheatli the 
o aword of, destruction, unlets tlie motives were pare, the quarrel 
legitimate, and the necessity inevitable. The policy of an 
fiction may be determined from the tardy lessons of experi- 
ence ; but, before we act, our conscience slioald be satisfied of 
ihejustice arid proprictj' of our enterpiisdb in the age of iltc 
crusades, the Christians, both of the East and West, were 
.persuaded of their lawfulness and merits their arguments are 
clouded by the per/>etual abuse of scripture and rhetoric f but 
they seem to insist on the right of natural and reltgioua 
defence, their peculiar title to the Holy Land, and the impietjr 
of their Pagan and Mahometan foes^. I. The right of a 
Jiist defence may fairly include our civil and, spiritual allies: it 
depends on the existence of danger; and that danger must 
be estimated by the two-fold consideration of die malice, 
and the power, of our enemies. A pernicious tenet has been 
imputed to the Mahometans, the duty of extirpating all other 
religious by the swoid. This charge of ignorance and bigotry 
is refuted by the Koran, by the history of the Musulman con- 
querors, and by their public and legal toleration of the 
Christian Worship. But it cannot be denied, that the Oriental 
l^urch^s arc depressed under their iron yoke; that, in peacje 
and war, they assert a divine and indefeasible claim of uni- 
versal empire; and that, in their orthodox creed, the pube- 
lievitig nations are continually thieatened with the loss of 
Teligion or liberty. In the eleventii century, the victorious 
arms of the 7"orks presented a real and urgent apprehension 
of these losses. Tl^y had subdued, Jn less than thirty years, 
4he kingdoms of Asia, as far as Jerusalem and the Helleg- 
the Greek empire tottered on the verge of de- 
fCl^ctipiu Besides an honest sympathy for thek bretbrept the 
jUtinskad a tright and interest in the support of Constai^iiq^ 

If the reader wilt turn to the. first erene of the first flart of Hsnry te 
Fourth, he will nee in the text of Sha]^i»peare the natuml feelings ofenthn- 
itasm*, andia.Uie notqp of Pr. Johnson, the wofkuip of a bigotted though 
^ t»ireUafs to hito And ^etstekto thM 

. i • ' ' ' ’ 
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f)e, most important bufrier of the West i; and 'the pfivttegc 
of defence iniist reach* to prevent, as well as to repehwn 
]>ending assault. But tliis salutary purpose might^ have been 
accomplished by a moderate succour ; and our calmer reason 
must disclaim the innumerable hosts and remote operational 
^hich overwhelmed Asia and depopulated Europe. Ifc 
Palestine could add nothing to the strength or safety of tliw 
Latins; and fanaticism alone could pretend to justify the 
conquest of that distant and narrow province. The Christiana 
affirmed that their inalienable title to the promised land bad 
been sealed by the blood of their divine Saviour : it was their 
tight and duty to rescue their inheritance from the unjust 
possessors, who profaned bis sepulchre, and oppressed the 
pilgrimage of his disciples. Vainly wouW it be alleged that 
the pre-eminence of Jerusalem, and the sanctity of Pales- 
tine, have been abolished with the Mosaic law ; that the God 
of the Christians is not a local deity, and that tlie recovery of 
Bethlem or Calvary, bis cradle or his tomb, will not atone fi>r 
the violation of the moral precepts of the gospel. Such 
arguments glance aside from the leaden shield of superstition; 
'and the religious mind will not easily relinquish its hold on 
the sacred ground of mystery and miracle. III. But the 
holy wars which have been waged in every climate of the 
globe, from Egypt to Livonia, and from Peiu to* Hindostan^ 
require the support of some more general and flexible tenets 
It has been often supposed, and sometimes affirmed, that a 
difference of religion is a worthy cause of hostility ; thft 
obstinate unbelievers may be slain or subdued by the cham^ 
pions of the cross; and that grace is the sole fountain of 
dominion as well as of mercy. Above four hundred yeai« 
before the first crusade, the eastern and western provinces of 
the Roman empire bad been acquired about the same time, 
and in the same manner, by tbe Barbarilms of Germany and 
Arabia. Time and treaties had legitimated the conquests of 
the CAriitiun Franks ; but in the eyes of their subjeots afid 
ntighbottrs, the Mahometan prfoces were still tyranfi tliit 
I2sur^er%. who, by the arms of war or rebdlion, might be 
|kl!y driven from their unlawful possession 
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» Ihfe wcrerelatie^Jf tlmi# 

l^ifie fenmiM * wa» eiilbrced ^ and wkfct the tnwltlplica^ 
liknr^of ai®»l the remedied were mult^pliedC I« the priniitive 
ciiiwPclT, «t^o}ii«tary and dpeo confes^iafr prepared the work 
of alooofiieiil; In tlie middle agtes* the bidhops and priests 
inten^e^ed^ the ctimin&}; competed him to atjcauot for hm 
wordi, and action^; and prescribed the terms of bis 
rcleoociliatioR with God. But as this discretionary power 
mi^taiteFnaiely be abused by indulgence and tyranny, a rule 
of dificipRne was fratned^ to inform and regulate the spirittfal 
judjgeoi This mode of legiflation Was invented by the Greeks ; 
their peniiehtia Is f were translated/ or imitated, in the Latin 
efatii^eb; endi in the time of Chjtrlemagjoe, the clergy of 
wvisry diocese were provided #iih a code, which they pni- 
deutfy concealed from the knowledge of the vulgar. In this 
iforrgei'oifs estimate of crimes and puinishtnents, each case 
was supposed, each difference was remaiked, by the expeti- 
ertce or penetration of the monks j some sinS are enumerated 
WWeh iirnocence could not have suspected, and others which 
reason cannot believe; and the more ordinary offences of 
Ibriiicietion and adultery, of perjury and sacrilege, of rapine 
«nd nmrdcf, were expiated by a penance, whieti, according 
to the various circumstances, was prolonged from forty days 
to seven years. During this term of mortification, the patient 
was healed, the criminal was absoked, by a salutary regimen 
of fast> and prayers ; the disorder of bis dress was expre^ivfe 
0f grief md remorse; and he humbly abstained from all tlie 
Imisine^ and pleasure of social life. But the rigid exectrtioa 
wf riiese lows would have depopulated the palace, the campy 
die city : the Barbarians of the West believed and trem- 
Wed; but nature often rebelled against principle; and the 
jmii@iflrate laboured Without effect to enforce the jurisdiction 
wf thw pfieet A iiteraL aecoeiplishmeot of penance was 


. ^ (4 m a^rn ^mtliy iy 

Jrm with ttiib aifference; thsttht &i(sm 

t fUe iwadpcwhkiy paired 

t (HistQirc All^and*, tom.ii. p. stl-*>-380. 458—468.) give* 
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lliif>f&ctk?tAte? iht faill 

\>f daily rqictftkin ; tliat €<* h^mieide lilt 

taastacre tjif a whale people ; ^oh act wot sepirateiy^tiitiiitj^ 
bercd; and, iit those times of anarphy ^n4 B 
dinner might easily incur a debt of ^iree IwnMbed yaara. 
ffis insolyency was relieved by a oaiamut«liati> op^mdu^ 
gence: a year of penance was appivecfiated at twemy^x * 
sohdi* of silver, about four pounds sterling, for ifie 
at three solidi, or nine shillings, for the indigent? sndtilitese 
alms were soon appropriated to the use of the ehurdi^ wthidlL 
derived, *from the redemption of sins, ati inexhaustible spurce 
pf opulence and dominion. # 

A debt of three hundred years, or twelve hundred founds, 
was enough to imporcrish a plentiful fortune; the scarcity of 
gold and silver was supplied by the alienation of land; and 
the princely donations of Pepin and Charlemagne aie 
expressly given for the remedy of their soul. It is a maxim 
of the civil law, that whosoever cannot pay wi lit his purse, 
must pay with his body ; and the practice of flagellation 
was adopted by the monks, a cheap, though painful, equiva- 
lent. By a fantastic arithmetic, a year of penance was taxed 
nt three thousand lashes/*j- ; and such was the skill and pati- 
ence of a famous hermit, St. Dominic of the Iron Cuirass J, 
that in six days jie could discharge an entire century, by a 
whipping of three hundred thousand stripes. His example 
was followed by many penitents of both sexes ; and, as a 
yicarious sacrifice was accepted, a sturdy disciplinaiiaii 
might expiate on liis own hack the sins of his benefac- 
tors §. These compensations of the parse and the person 
introduced, in the eleventh century, a more honanrahle 

* Till the xUth c^tfturyi we may loiiport the clear account of xii denarii^ ot 
pence, to the orshilUns^; and xx to the pound weight of dhottt 
the jiouttd sterling. Our money ii dimii^hed third, and tho^rauch to a 
nftieth, of this primitive standard. 

t Each century of lashes was sanctified urith the recital of a psalm ; and ^ 
whole Psalter, with the accouipaiiiment of 15,000 Stripes, was equivalent to 
live years. 

The £tile and AtcKlevenimta ofSt. Dcuninlc Ldricatna, waa^iM)p|pi||ied'hy 
hit friend ai^ admirer Peter Damiauus. See bleary, Hist. Ecclet. toin.|uii. 
)04.ilarMi%lt, A. 0. iOi:i6,T^o.7. who obaervea from Pamianut, how 
even «fiioil|tiadfieaof qualify (auhiimte fiouaia), tblaaippioii.(pi«f:||^ 0am) 
waa'-growti. ‘ )i 

s At a quarter, or mren half a rial^ laah, Sancho IPaitxa im# * otneoper, tjad 
yfoaaihlv not a^more Mioneat, workman, t remttnlier in 
ert Ithtte, tom. vii. p, a ytyy Urdy of 
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mode 6f sati$fac|io|}. The merit of military service against 
tlie Saiacens of Africa and Spain^ bad been allowed by tba 
predecessors of Urban the second. In the council of Cler^ 
montf that pope proclaimed a plenary indulgence to those 
who ihoirid enlist under the banner of the cross ; the absolu-^ 
tion <3ii\aU their sins, and a full receipt for all that^migbt be 
, due of conouical penance The cold philosophy of mo^ 
dern times is incapable of feeling the impression that was 
made on a sinful and fanatic world. At the voice of their 
pastor, the robber, the incendiary, the homicide, arose by 
tlrousands to redeem their souls, by repeating on the infidel 
the same deeds which they had exercised against their Chrisi* 
tian brethren; and the teims of atonement weie eagerly 
embraced by otfepders of every rank and denominationu 
None were puie ; none were exempt from the guilt and 
penalty of sin ; and those who were the least amenable to 
the justice of God and the church, were the best entitled to 
the temporal and eternal recompence of their pious courage, 
if they fell, the spirit of the Latin clergy d’d not hesitate to 
adorn their tomb with the crown of martyrdom and 
should they survive, they could expect without impatience 
the delay and increase of tl)eir heavenly reward. They 
offered their blood to the Son of God, who had laid down 
his life for their salvation : they look up the cross, and enters 
ed with confidence into the way of the Lordf tjis provi- 
dence would watch over their safety ; perhaps his visible 
and tnii;aculQU6 power would smooth the dilficuUies of their 
holy enterprise. The cloud and pillar of Jehovah had 
marched before the Israelites into the promised land* 
Might not the Christians more reasonably hope that the 
rivers would open for their passage ; that the walls of the 
Strongest cities would fall at the sound of their trumpets ; 
and that the sun be arrested in bis mid-t:areer, to 

alloirthem time for the destruction of the infidels? 


* pro uik aevotione, non pro bonorii vel peennis adeptionr, ad 

Uborandam eccksiam Dri Jeruaalem profretas fuerit, iter iUud pro omni 
pcmHofithi reptitrtnr. CJanoii. Concil. Claremont, ii. p. 899. Guibert styles it 
noiriiin saliitift genoR ^ 47l0« ^ almost philosophical 4»ii Hie auhjeci. 

f Siirh at least was the belief of the crusaders, and such is the uniform styjie 
ofthc historians (Esprit des Crolsades, t^m. iii- p. Wjk but the prayers for 
tlie repose of tliair is iipeonsisteiit in oHhodox tlmlpgy with the inariint 
ofinarj^rdoni. ^ ^ . 
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Of llie chiefs and soldiers who marched to the holy sepiil-* 
chre, I will dare to affirm, that all were prompted by the 
spirit of enthusiasm ; the belief of merit, the hope of 
reward, and the assurance of divine aid. But 1 am equally 
persuaded, that in many it was not the sole, that in some it 
was not the leading, principle of action. The use and abuse 
of religion are feeble to stem, they are strong and irresistible .• 
to impel, the stream of national manners. Against the pri- 
vate wars of the Baibarians, tlieir bloody tournaments, licen- 
tious loves, and judicial duels, the popes and synods might 
ineffectually thunder. It is a more easy task to provoke the 
metaphysical disputes of the Gieeks, to drive into the clois- 
ter the victims of anarchy or despotism, to sanctify the 
patience of slaves and cowards, or to a^ume the merit of 
the liuinariitj^ and benevolence of modern Christians. War 
and exercise were the reigning passions of the Franks and 
Latins; they were enjoined, as a penance, to gratify those 
passions, to visit distant lands, and to draw their swords 
against the nations of the East. Their victory, or even 
their attempt, would immortalize the names of the intrepid 
heroes of the cross; and the purest piety could not be insen- 
sible to the most splendid prospect of military glory# In the 
petty quarrels of Europe, they shed the blood of their friends 
and countrymen, for the acquisition perhaps of a castle or a 
village. They could march with alacrity against the distant 
and hostile nations who were devoted to their arms : their 
fancy already grasped the golden sceptres of Asia ; and th« 
conquest of Apulia and Sicily by the Normans might exalt 
to royalty the hopes of the most private adventurer. Christ 
tendom, in her rudest state, must have yielded lo the climate 
and cultivation of the Mahometan countries; and their 
natural and artificial wealth had been magnified by the tales 
of pilgrims, and the gifts of an imperfietei commerce. The 
vulgar, both the great and small, were taught to believe every 
wonder, of lands flowing with milk and honey, of mines and 
treasures, of gold and diamonds, of palaces of marble and 
jasper, and of odoriferous |froves of cinnamon and frank* 
incense. In this earthly paradise, each warrior depended 
on his sword to carve a plcn^ous and honourable establish* 
ment, which be^measured only by the extent of his 
You VIII. P 
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wishes*. Their vassals and soldiers trusted their fortunes to 
God and their master: the spoils of a Turkish emir might en- 
rich the meanest follower of the camp; and the flavour ot the 
wines^ the beauty of the Grecian women were temptationii^ 
more adapted to the nature, than to the profession, of the 
champions of tlie cross, 'fhe love of freedom was a powerful 
incitement to the inultitiulcs who fvere oppressed hy feudal 
or ecclesiastical tyranny. Under tins holy sign, the peasants 
and burghers, who were attached to the servitude of the 
glebe, might escape from an bauglity lord, and transplant 
themselves and their families to a land of libeity. Tlie monk 
might release himself fiom the discipline of his convent : 
the debtor might suspend the accumulation of usury, and 
the pursuit of liisvreditors ; and outlaws and malefactors of 
every cast might continue to brave the laws and elude the 
punishment of their crimes if. 

These motives were potent and numerous : when we have 
singly com))uted their weight on the mind of each individual, 
we must add the infinite series, the multiplying powers of 
example and fashion. The first proselytes became the 
warmest and most effectual niusionanes of the cross : among 
their fiiends and countrymen they preached the duty, the 
meiit, and the rccom[)ence, of their holy vow; and the most 
reluctant hearers weie insensibly drawn wdthin the whiilpool 
of persuasion and authority. I’he martial youths were fired 
by the reproach or suspicion of cowardice; the opportunity 
of visiting with an army the sepulchre of Clirist, was embra- 
ced by the old and infiira, by women and childien, who con- 
sulted rather their zeal than their strength : and those who 
in the evening had derided the folly of their companions, 
were the most eager, the ensuing day, to tread in their fool- 

* Xt'o same ]iopcs were displayed in the letters of the adventurers ad ani- 
tnandos qui in Francia rcsiderant. Hug^h de Reiteste could beast, that hi« 
shiirc amounted to one ah^ey and ten castles, of the yearly Value of 1 500 marks, 
and that he shoatd acqtiire an hundred castles by the conquest of Aleppo 
(Onibert, p 554, 555 ). 

t In his genuine or fictitious letter to4faecount of Flanders, Alexins mitije^les 
with the danger of the church, and the relics of saints, the auri ct argenti amor 
and pulcherrimariim ftPniinarum voluptas (p. 470 .) ; as if, says Ihe indignant 
Guib<Tt, the Greek women were handsomer than those of France. 

J See the privileges of the C> ucestg^ati, freedom from debt, usury, injury, 
^cular justice^ ^c. The pope was their perpetual g wdiftm (Ducamge^ toa». k 
p. 051, 052 ). 
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stops. The ignorance, which magnified the hope9p dimU 
jiishcd the penis, of the enterprise. Since the Turkish con- 
quest, the paths of pilgrimage were obliterated ; the chiefs 
themselves had an imperfect notion of the length of the way 
and the state of their enemies; and such was the stupidity 
of the people, that, at the ^ight of the first city or castle 
beyond the limits of the(|| know ledge, they were ready to ask ^ 
wlicther that was not the Jerusalem, tlie teim and object of 
their labours. Yet the more prudent of the ciusadeis, who 
were not sure that they should he fed from heaven with a 
shower of quails or manna, provided themselves with those 
precious metals, which, in eveiy coiintiy, are the representa- 
tives of every commodity. To defray, accoiding to their 
rank, the expences of the road, j)i inces i^iienated their pro- 
vinces, nobles their lands and castles, peasants their cattle 
and the instruments of husbandry. J'he value of property 
was depreciated by the eager competition of multitudes ; 
while the price of aims and horses was raised to an exorbi- 
tant height, by the wants and impatience of the buyers 
Those who remained at home, with sense and money, were 
enriched by the epidemical disease : the sovereigns acquired 
at a cheap rate the domains of their vassals ; and tlie eccle- 
siastical purchasers completed the payment by the assurance 
of their prayers. The cross, which was commonly sewed on 
the garment, in cloth or silk, was inscribed by some zealots 
on their skin.; an hot iron, or indelible liquor, was applied to 
perpetuate the maik; and a crafty monk, who shewed the 
miraculous impression on his bieast, was repaid with the 
popular veneration and the richest benefices of Palestine f. 

The fifteenth of August had been fixed in the council of 
Clermont for the depaiture of the pilgrims : but the day was 
anticipated by the thoughtless and needy crowd of plebeians; 
and I shall briefly dispatch the calamities which they inflicted 
and suffered, before I enter on the more serious and success- 
ful enterprise of the chiefs. Early in the spring, from the 
confines of France arid Lorraine, above sixty thousand of 

* <3luibert (p. 481.) paints in lively colours this gpeneral emotion. He was 
one of the few contemporaries who had genius enough to feel the astonishfai; 
acenes that were passing before they eyes. Erat ttaque vj4cre miraculain 
caro onines emere, atqtte vih vendere, &c. 

t Some instances of these stigimia are given in the Esprit dei 
(tem. Hi. p. &c.) from authors whora^I have not seen. 
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the populace of both sexes flocked around the first mis 
sionary of the crusade, and pressed him with clamorous 
importunity to lead them to the holy sepulchre. The hermit, 
assuming the character, without the talents or authority, of a 
general, impelled or obeyed the forward impulse of his vota- 
ries along the banks of the Rhine and Danube. Their 
, wants and numbers soon compelledjjhem to separate, and bis 
lieutenant, Walter the Pennyless, a valiant though needy 
soldier, conducted a vanguaid of pilgrims, whose condiuon 
may be determined from the proportion of eight horsemen 
to fifteen thousand foot. The example and footsteps of 
Peter were closely pursued by another fanatic, the Monk 
Godescal, whose sermons had swept away fifteen or twenty 
thousand peasants^ from the villages of GennanJ^ Their 
rear was again pressed by an herd of two hundred thousand, 
the most stupid and savage refuse of the people, who min- 
gled with their devotion a brutal licence of rapine, prostitu- 
tion, and drunkenness. Some counts and gentlemen, at the 
head of three thousand horse, attended the motions of the 
multitude to partake in the spoil; but theij genuine leaders 
(may we credit such folly?) were a goose and a goat, who 
were carried in the front, and to whom these worthy Chris- 
tians ascribed an infusion of the divine spirit Of these, 
t^nd of other bands of enthusiasts, the first and most easy 
warfare was against the Jews, the murderers of the Son of 
God. In the trading cities of the Moselle and the Rhine, 
tl^eir colonies were numerous and rich ; and they enjoyed, 
under the protection of the emperor and the bishops, the free 
exercise of their religion f. At Verdun, Treves, Mentz, 
Spires, Worms, many thousands of tliat iinluippy people 
were pillaged and massacred];: nor had they felt a more 

♦ Fuit rt aliud ^cclus ^ctestdbilc iu hac rongrcgatiour pedestris popiiAi stuUi 
et venauie levitatis, anserem quendam dhmo «;piritu asserebant afflatiim et 
capcllnm non minus eodrm leplctam, ol has sibi duces secundae viae feccrant 
&r. (Albeit Aquensis, 1. i c ;n p 196) Had these peasants founded an 
rmpire, they nnsrbt have intioduced, as in Eg’ypt, the worship of animals, 
which their philosophic descciiclauta would have glossed over with some spe> 
cious and subtle allet^^ory. 

t Benjamin of Tvidela describes the state of his Jewish brethren fiom 
Coioj;ne along the Uhl lu* . tViey were iich, generous, learned, hospitable, and 
lived m the eager hope of the Messiah (Voyage, tom. i. p. 243 — 245 . par Bara- 
tier). In seventy years (he wrote about A. D. II70) they had recovered from 
these massacres. • 

J These massacres and depredations on the Jenrs, which were renewed at 
each crusade, are coolly related. It is true, that St, Bernard (cpist. 363* ton. i. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 10& 

bloody stroke since the j)€rsecution of Hadrian. A remnaii 
was saved by the firmness of their bishops, who accepted a 
feigned and transient conversion ; but the more obstinate 
Jews opposed their fanaticism to the fanaticism of^he Chris- 
tians, barricadoed their houses, and precipitating themselves^ 
their families, and their wealth, into the rivers or the flames^ 
disappointed the nialice| or at least the avarice, of their 
implacable foes. 

Between the frontiers of Austria and the seat of the Bysan- 
tine monarchy, the crusaders were compelled to travekse an 
interval of six hundred miles; the wild and desolate countries 
of Hungary* and Bulgaria. The soil is fruitful, and inter- 
sected with rivers ; but it was then covered with morasses and 
forests, which spread to a boundless ext<^t, whenever man 
has ceased to exercise his dominion over the earth. Both 
nations had imbibed the rudiments of Christianity ; tlie Hun- 
garians were ruled by their native princes; the Bulgarians 
by a lieutenant of the Greek emperor; but, on the slightest 
provocation, their ferocious nature was rekindled, and ample 
provocation was afforded by the disorders of the first pilgrims. 
Agriculture must have been unskilful and languid among a 
jjeoplc, whose cities were built of reeds and timber, which 
were deserted in the summer season for the lints of hunters 
and shepherds. A scanty supply of provisions was rudely 
demanded, foicibly seized, and greedily consumed; and on 
the first quariel, the crusaders gave a loose to indignation and 
revenge. But their ignorance of the country, of war, and of 
discipline, exposed them to every snare. The Greek praefect 
of Bulgaria commanded a legular force; at the tJumj)etof 
the Hungarian king, the eighth or the tenth of his martial 
subjects bent their bows and mounted on horseback ; their 
policy was insidious, and their retaliation on these pious rob- 
beis was unrelenting and bloody f. About a third of the 

p 329 ) admonishes the Oriental Franks, non sunt persequendi Judeei, non 
sunt trucidandi. The contrary doctrine had been preached by a nvat monk. 

* See tlie conteinporai-y deseiiption of Hungary in Otho ot* Frisingen, I. ii* 
c 31 . in Muratori, Sciipt Reriiiu Italicarum, tom. vi p 665, 666 . 

t The old Hungarians, Without excepting Turotzius, are lU informed of tht 
first crusade, ^vhlch they involve in a single passage. Katona, like ourselves, 
ran only quote the writers of France j but he compares with local science 
the ancient and modern geography. Ante portam Cyperotjy is Sopron or Posoii; 
AlalleiiUay Zemlm; tluvius yiiamf, Savus; lAntaXy Leith; Mesebroch or 
Marsebutg^ Guar, or MoiHio; Tdknburgy Piagg (de Regibaa Hungaria?, tom. in. 
p. 03.}. 
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naked fugitives, and the hermit Peter was of the number, 
escaped to the Thracian mountains i and the emperor, who 
respected the pilgrimage and succour of the Latins, conducied 
tliein by secuie and easy journies to Constantinople, and 
advised them to await the arrival of their brethren* For 
while they remembered their faults and losses; but no sooner 
were they revived by tlie hospitable entertainment, than their 
venom was again inflamed; they stung their benefactor, and 
neither gardens, nor palaces, nor churches were safe from 
their depredations. For his own safety, Alexius allured them 
to pass over to the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus; but their 
blind impetuosity soon uiged them to desert the station whicli 
he had assigned, and to rush headlong against the Turks, who 
occupied the road^of Jerusalem. The hennit, conscious of 
}ns shame, had withdiawn from the camp to Constantinople ; 
and his lieutenant, Walter the Pennyless, who was Wv)rthy 
of a better command, attempted without success to introduce 
some order and piudence among the lieid of savages. T!iey 
separated in quest of prey, and themseWes fell an easy prey to 
the arts of the sultan. By a lumour that their foremost com- 
panions weie rioting in the spoils ot his capital, Soliman 
tempted tlie mam body to descend into the plain of Nice ; they 
were overwliel«ied by the Turkish arrows; and a [)yramid of 
bones* informed their companions of the place of their 
defeat. Of the first ciiisaders, three hundred thousand had 
already peiislicd, before a single city was rescued from the 
infidels, befon' tlieir graver and moie noble brethien had 
completed the preparations of their enterprise f . 

* Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1. x. p. 2 ^ 7 ). describes this orcjv as a 

raonntam Kut l3x9og Kxt TrAaro; ct^io?ioyA;TccTc,p. In the siege of Ni#e. 

■such were used by tbf* Franks thcmeelves ab the mulcnalf of a wall. 



To save time «jd opaee, I sliall reprcseat, in a stiort fable, the pai-tienlar rtfeienccs, to the pr^at events ©f ti rat ^isade. 
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11^ HISTORY OF THE DECUNE AKD FALL 

None of tlie great sovereigns of Europe embarked their 
persons in the first crusade. The emperor Henry the fourth, 
was not disposed to obey the summons of the pope: Philip 
the firsts of France, was occupied by his pleasures; William 
Rufus of England by a recent conquest ; tlie kings of Spain 
were engaged in a domestic war against the Moors ; and the 
northern inonarchs of Scotland, Denmark Sweden, and 
Poland, were yet strangers to the passions and inteiests of the 
South. The religious ardour was more strongly felt by the 
princes of the second order, who held an important place in 
the feudal system. Their situation will natuially cast under 
four distinct heads the review of their names and characters; 
but I may escape some needless repetition, by observing at 
once, that oourage^and the exercise of arms are the common 
attribute of these Christian adventurers. I. The first rank 
both in war and council is justly due to Godfrey of Bouillon ; 
and happy would it have been for the crusaders, if they had 
trusted themselves to the sole conduct of that accomplished 
hero, a worthy representative of Charlemagne, from whom 
he was descended in the female line. His father was of the 
noble race of the counts of Boulogne: Brabant, the lower 
province of Lorraine t» was the inheritance of his mother; 
and by the emperor’s bounty, he was himself invested with 
that ducal title, wiiich has been improperly transferred to his 
lordship of Bouillon in the Ardennes in the seivice of 
Henry the fourth, he bore the great standard of the empire, 
and pierced with iiis lance the breast of Rodolph, the rebel 
king : Godfrey w as the fust who ascended the walls of Rome : 
and his sickness, his vow, perhaps his remorse for bearing 
arms against the pope, confir-med an early resolution of visit- 
ing the holy sepidchre, not as a pilgrim, but a deliverer. Hig 
valour was matured by prudence and moderation ; his piety, 
though blind, was sincere; and, in the tumult of a camp, he 

* The author of the Esprll <lcs Croisailes has doubted, and might have dis- 
hehered, the crusade an(i tragic death of prince Sueno, with 1500 or 15000 
Daac«, who was cut off by sultan Suliinan lu Cappadocia, but who still lives in 
the poem of Tasso (tom iv. p. 1 1 j 5.)* 

f Tiic fragments of the kingdoms of Lotharingia, or I^orraiuc, were broken 
into the two duchies, W the Moselle, and of the Meuse; the first has preserved 
its name, whveh in the latter has l^en changed into that of Brabant (Vales. 
Notit. Gall p.ass^ass ). ^ 

X See in the description of France, by the Abbe de Longuenie, the artiefeg 
of part i. p. 54. Jirabant^ part ii. p. 47 , 48. p. 134. On 

his departure, Godfrey sold or pawned BouUWn to the church foi 1300 
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practised the real and fictitious virtues of a convent. 
Superior to the private factious of the cliiefs, lie reserved bk 
enmity for the enemies of Christ; and though he gained a 
kingdom by the attempt, his pure and disinterested zeal was 
acknowledged by his rivals Godfiey of Bouillon * was’ 
accompanied by iiis two brothers by Eustace the elder, who 
had succeeded to llu county of Boulogne, and by the younger 
Baldwin, a character of more ambiguous virtue. The ‘duke 
of Lorraine was alike celebrated on either side of the Rhine: 
from hi-, birth and education he was equally conversant^wiih 
the French and Teutonic iansiiages: the barons of France, 
Geiinany, and Lonaine, assembled their vassals; and the 
confedeiate force that marched under his banner was com- 
posed of fourscoic thousand foot and about ten thousand 
horse. 11. In the pailiameut that was held at Paris, in the 
king's presence, ah' >ut two months after the council of Cler- 
mont Hugh count of Veimaudois was the most conspicuous 
of llic [nances who assumed the cross. But the appelliitioa 
of the i^reat was ap[)lied, not so much to his merit or posses- 
sions (though neither were contemptible), as to the royal 
birth of the brotlier of the king of Fiance *1*. Robert duke 
of Normandy was the eldest son of William the Conqueror; 
but on his father’s death he was deprived of tiie kingdom of 
England, by his own indolence and the activity of his brother 
Rufus. The woith of Robert was degraded by an excessive 
levity and easiness of temper: his cheerfulness seduced him 
to the indulgence of pleasure; his piofuse liberality 
impoverished the prince and people ; his indiscriminate 
clemency multiplied the number of ofi'eriders ; and the 
amiable qualities of a piivate man became the essential de- 
fects of a sovereign. For the trifling sum of ten thousand 
marks he mortgaged Normandy during his absence to the 
English usurper;}. ; but his engagement iXnd behaviour in the 

♦ See the family charactejr of Godfrey, in William of Tyre, 1 ix. r. 5 — 3 .; 
his previous design in Guibert (p 485 ), his sickness and vow, in Bernard The- 
saiir. (c 78 ). 

f Anna Comnena supposes, that H ugh was proud of his nobility, riches, and 
power (I X p. 288 ) ; the two last articles appear more equivocal j but an 
svyufUMi, which seven hundred ycais n^o was famous in the palace of Constanti- 
nople, attests the ancient di«jnity of the Capetian family of France. 

J Will Gemeticensis, 1 vii. c 7 p ^ 72 , 6/3 in Camden. NormanicU. He 
pawned the dutchy for one hundredth part of the prrseht yearly revenue Ten 
thousand marks may be equal to five hundred thousand Uvres, and Normandy 

VoL. vm, Q 
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holy war, announced in Rohert a refontiatioh of n^anners, and 
restored liim in sorae degree 'to the public esteem. Another 
Robert was count of Flanders, a royal province, ^vhich, in 
this century, gave three queens to the thrones of France, 
Rngland, and Denmark: he was surnamed the sword and 
lance of the Christians; but in the exploits of a soldier, he 
sometimes forgot the duties of a general. Stephen, count of 
Chartres, of Blois, and of Troyes, was one of the richest 
princes of the age ; and the ninnber of his castles has been 
compared to the three hundred and sixty- five days of the 
year. Ilis mind was improved by literature; and in the 
council of the chiefs, the eloquent Stephen * was chosen to 
discharge the oflice of their president. These four were the 
principal leaders Vof the French, the Normans, and the pil- 
grims of the British isles : but the list of the barons who were 
possessed of three or four towns, would exceed, says a con- 
temporary, the catalogue of the Trojan war f. HL In the 
South of Fiance, the command was assumed by Adhemar, 
bishop of Puy, the pope’s legate, and by Raymond, count of 
St. Giles and Tholouse, who added the prouder titles of 
duke of Narbonne and marquis of Provence. I'lie former 
was a respectable prelate, alike qualified for this world and 
tlie next. The latter was a veteran warrior, who had fought 
against the Saracens of Spain, and w^ho consecrated his decli- 
ning age, not only to the deliverance, but to the perpetual 
service, of the holy sepulchre. His experience and riches 
gave him a strong ascendant in the Christian camp, w^ho^e 
distress he was often able, and sometimes willing, to relieve. 
But it was easier for him to extort the praise of the Infidels, 
than to preseiTe the love of his subjects and associates. His 
eminent qualities were clouded liy a temper, haughty, envious, 
and obstinate ; and iliouah he resigned an ample patrimony, 
for the cause of God, his piety, in the jiublic opinion, was 
Mot exempt from avarice and ambition A mercantile, 

annually yields fifty-ftcvcn millions to the king (Necker, Administration des 
Finances, tom. i. p. 1287 .), 

* His original letter to bis wife is inserted in the Spiqilegium of Dom.Liic. 
4'Acheri, tom. iv. and (juot«d in the Esprit des Cioisades, toia i p. (i3. 

-f Unius enim, duum, trium scu quatuor oppidorum douiiuos quis numeret t 
quorum tanta fuit copia, ut non vix toC’dem Trojana obsidio coegisse putetur 
(Ever the lively and ipteresting Guibert, p. 486.). 

^ It hi singular enough, that Raynloiid ot St. Giles, n si cond character in the 
genuine history of ihc crusa4jeti| should shine as the hist of heroes la tho 
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rather than a martial spirit, prevailed among his praiincia is 
a common name, which included the natives of Afavergp^ 
and Languedoc f, the vassals of the kingdom of Burgundy 
or Arles. From the adjacent frontier of Spain, he drew a 
band of hardy adventurers; as he marched through 
bardy, a croud of Italians flocked to his standard, and his 
united foice consisted of one hundred thousand horse and 
foot. If Ra3^mond was the first to enlist and the last to 
depart, the delay may be excused by the greatness of his 
preparation and the promise of an everlasting farewell. IV. 
The name of Bohemond, the son of Robert Guiscard, was 
already famous by his double victory over-the Greek empe- 
ror: but his fathers will had reduced him to the principality 
of 'I'arentum, and the remembrance of hj^ Easteru trophies, 
till he was awakened by the rumour and passage of the 
French pilgrims. It is in the person uf this Norman chief 
that we may seek for the coolest policy and ambition, with 
a small allay of religious fanaticism. His conduct may jus- 
tify a belief that he had secretly directed the design of the 
pope, which he atfected to second with astonishment and 
zeal : at the siege of Amalphi, his example and discourse 
inflamed the passions of a confederate army; he instantly 
tore his garment to supply crosses for the numemus candi- 
dates, and prepared to visit Constantinople aiii| Asia at the 
head of ten thousand horse and twenty thousand foot. Seve- 
ral princes of the Norman race accompanied this veteran 
general ; and his cousin Tancred J was the partner, rather 
than the servant, of the war. In the accomplished character 
of Tancred, we discover all the virtues of a pericct knight 

writings of the Gieiihs (Anna Comiien. Alexiad, 1, x, xi.) and the Arabians 
(Lon^ucruana, p 12().J ^ , 

* Ouines de Bur^^nndii, et Alverni4, et VasconiA, et Gothi (of J.avguedoc)^ 
proviociales appciluhaiitiir, cieten veio Francigeu^ et hoc mexercituj inter 
hostes autem Franci dicebantur. Raymond des A^il^s, p. 1^4. 

t The town of his birth, or lirst appanage, was consecrated to St dSgidius; 
whose name, as early as the tirst crusade, was corrupted by the Fiencli ihto 
St. Gilles, oi St. Giles. It is situate m the Lower Languedoc, between N tsmea 
and tlie RhOiie, and still boasts a collegiate church of the ibuiidatioii of Ray* 
niond (Melanges tires d’une grande Bibhotheque, tom. xxxvii. p 51.). 

J The mother of Tancred was Emma, sister of the great Robert Guiscard ; 
his father, the marquis Gdo the Good. It is singular enough, that the family 
and country of so illustrious a person should be unknown; but Muratori reason. 
4bly conjectures, that he was an Italian, and perhaps of the race of the mar* 
quisses of Montferrat in Piedmont (Script, tom. v p. 281, 282-).^ 

§ To gratify the childish vanity of the house of Bste, Tmo has inserted 
»n his poem, and ih the first ciusade, a fabulous brave and hniO|OU8 
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|}ie tru^ spirit of chivalry, which inspired the generous sen- 
timents and social ofTices of man, far better than the base 
philosophy, or the baser religion, of the times. 

Between the age of Charlemagne and that of the cru ades, 
a revolution had taken place among the Spaniards, the i\or- 
mans, and the French, which was gradually extended to the 
rest of Europe. The service of the infantry was degraded 
to the plebeians ; the cavalry formed the strength of the 
armies, and the honourable name of miles, or soldier, was 
confined to the gentlemen * who served on horseback, and 
were invested with the character of knighthood. The dukes 
and counts, who had usurped the rights of sovereignty, divi- 
ded the provinces among their faithful barons : the barons 
distributed among, their vassals the fiefs or benefices of their 
jurisdiction ; and these military tenants, the peers of each 
other and of their lord, composed the noble or equestrian 
order, wliich disdained to conceive the peasant or burgher as 
of the same species with themselves. 'J'he dignity of their 
birth was preserved by pure and equal alliances ; their sons 
alone, who could produce four quartei^ or lines of ancestry, 
without spat or reproach, might legally pretend to the 
honour of knighthood; but a valiant plebeian was some- 
. times enriched and ennobkd by the sword, and became the 
father of a pew race. A single knight could impart, accord- 
ing to his judgment, the character which he received ; and 
the warlike sovereigns of Europe derived more glory from 
this personal distiiiction, than from the lustre of their dia- 
dem. Tliis ceremony, of which some traces may be found 
in Tacitus and the woods of Germany f, was in its origin 
simple and profane; the candidate, after some previous trial, 

Rinaldo (x 7'i. xvii. 66— 94. ). He ini^ht borrow his name fiom a Rinnldo, with 
the Aquila bmnea Cstcnse, who vanquished, as the standard-bearer i>f the 
Homan church, the emperor Fiederic 1 (Stona linpcnalc di Ricobaldo, ia 
Muratpri Sci ipt. ItJil tom. ix p Aiiosto, Drlando Furioso, lij. 30 ). But 

1. The distance of s.xty vears between the youth of the two Ktualdos, destroys 
their ideufity. 2. The Storia luipeiialc is a for'^ery of the conte Boyardo, at 
the end of the xvth century (Muiatoii, p. 2b 1 — 289.). 3. This Uuialdo, and 

hitt exploits, arc not less chnnerical than the hero of Tasso (Muraton, AntU 
chita Estense, tom. 1, p. 350 .). 

* Of the words , gentdhomme, gentleman, two etymologies are produ- 

ced 1. From the Barbarians of the filth century, the soldiers, ami at length 
the coiiqiH'iois of the Roman empire, who were vain of theii foreign r.obility j 
«nd, 2 From the sense of the civilians, who considered gentUts as synonymous 
with tvg^nuu'\ Selden iuchiies to the firsF^ but the latter is more pure, as weij 

pi-oh ib!c 

t Framea scutoqne javenem ornant. Tacitus, Germania, c. 13 . 
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-was invested with the sword and spurs ; and his cheek or 
shoulder were touched with a slight blow, as an emblero of 
the last affront, which it was lawful for him to endure But 
superstition mingled in tvery public and private action of 
life ; in the holy wars, it sanctified the profession of arms ; 
and the order of chivalry \vas assimilated in its rights and 
privileges to the sacred orders of priesthood, d he hatli and 
white garment of the novice, were an indecent cop> of the 
regeneration of baptism : his sword, which he ohered on I he 
altar, was blessed by the ministers of religion : his solemn 
reception was preceded by fasts and vigils ; and he was crea- 
ted a knight in the name of God, of St. George, and of St. 
Michael the archangel. He swore to accomplish i he duties 
of his profession; and education, examj^lc, and the public 
opinion, were the inviolable guardians of his oath. As the 
champion of God and the ladies (1 blush to unite such dis- 
cordant names), he devoted himself to speak the truth ; to 
maintain the right; to irotect the distressed; to practise 
courtesi/, a virtue less familiar to the ancients; to pursue the 
infidels; to despise ttie allurements of ease and safety ; and 
to vindicate in every perilous adventure the honour of his 
character. The abuse of the same spirit provoked the illite- 
rate knight to disdain the arts of industry and peace; to 
esteem himself the sole judge and avenger o| his own inju- 
ries; and proudly to neglect the laws of civil society and 
military discipline. Yet the benefits of this institution, to 
refine the temper of Barbarians, and to infuse some princi- 
ples of faith, justice, and hunranity, were strongly felt, and 
have been often observed, d he asperity of national preju- 
dice was softened ; and the community of religion and arms 
spread a similar colour and generous emulation over the face 
of Christendom. Abroad, in enterprise and pilgrimage, at 
home in martial exercise, the warriors of every country were 
perpetually associated ; and impartial taste must preler a 
Gothic tournament to the Olympic games of classic anti- 
quity Instead of the naked spectacles which corrupted 


* The Athletic exercises, particularly the cacstus and pancratium, w^re 
condemned by Lycuiguh, Phuopoemeii, and Gu'-e^, a lawgiver, a geuei al, and 
a^hysician. Against their aiitliority^ud reasoi.s, the reader may wei^h the 
apology of Lucian, in the character of Solon. See Weit on the Olympic Games 
in his Pmdar, vol. li. p. 8 b — 96 . S45— 248. 
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the manners of the Gieeks, and banished from the stadium 
the virgins and matrons ; the pomf)OUS decoration ot the 
lists was crowned with the presence of chaste and high-born 
beauty, from whose hands the conqueior received the prize of 
his dexterity and courage. The skill and strength that were 
exerted in wrestling and boxing, bear a distant and doubtful 
relation to the merit of a soldier; but the tournaments as 
they were invented in France, and eagerly adopted both 
in the Last and West, presented a lively image of the 
business of the fields I'he single combati», tlic g(ne»dl skir- 
mish, the defence of a pass, or castie, w ere reheui ><pd as in 
actual service ; and the contest, both m real and mimic war, 
was decided by the superior management of the horse and 
lance. The lance was the proper and peculiar weapon of 
the knight; his horse was of a large and heavy breed ; but 
this charger, till he was roused by the approaching danger, 
was usually led by an attendant, and he quietly rode a pad or 
palfrey ot a more easy pace. His lielmet, and sword, his 
greaves, and buckler, it would be superfluous to desc nbe ; but 
I may remark, that at the period of the crusades, the arnioigr 
was less ponderous than in later tnues; and tliat, instead 
of a niai'sy cuirass, his breast was deltmded by an hauberk or 
coat of mail. When their long lances vveie fixed in tlie rest, 
the warriors furiously spurred their horses against the foe ; 
and the light cavalry of the Turks and Arabs could seldom 
stand against the direct and impetuous weight of their 
charge. Each knight was attended to the field by Ins faith- 
ful squire, a youth of equal birth and similar hopes ; he was 
followed by his archers and men at arms, and four, or five, or 
six soldiers, were computed as the furniture of a complete 
/artre In the expeditions to the neighbouring kingdoms or 
the Holy Land, the duties of the feudal tenure no longer 
subsisted ; the voluhtary service of the knights and their fol- 
io w^ers was either prompted by zeal or attachment, or pur- 
chased with rewards and promises; and tb^ numbers of each 
squadron were measured by the power, th*^ wealth, and the 
fame, of each independent chieftain. I’hey were distin- 
guished by his banner, his armorial coat, and his cxy of war; 
and the most ancient families of Europe must seek in these 
atchievements the origin and proof of their nobility. In this 
rapid portrait of chivalry, I have been urged to anticipate on 
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the story of the criibades, at once an effect, and a cause, of 
this memorable institution*. 

Such were tlie troops, and such tlic leaders, who assumed 
th^ cross for the deliverance of the holy sepulchre. As soon 
as they were relie ved by the absence of the plebeian multi*- 
tude, they encouraged each other, by interviews, and mes- 
sages, to accomplish their vow, and hasten their dc[)Livture, 
Their wives and sisters were desirous of partaking the dan- 
ger aftd merit of the pilgrimage; their portable treasures 
were conveyed in bars hf silver and gold ; and the princes 
and barons were attended by their equipage of hounds and 
hawks to amuse their leisure and to supply their table. 1 he 
difficulty of procuring subsistence for so many myriads of 
men and horses, engaged them to separat^the r forces; their 
choice or situation determined the road ; and it was agrt^d 
to meet in the neighbourhood of Constantinople, and from 
thence to begm their operations against the Turks. From 
the banks of the Meuse and the Mosel le, Godfrey of Bouil- 
lon followed the direct way of Germany, Hung ary, and Bul- 
garia; and, as long as he exercised the sole command, every 
Step atloided some proof of his prudence and virtue On 
the confines of Hungary he was stoi^ped three weeks by a 
Christian people, to w hom the name, or at least the abuse, of 
the cross was justly odious. The Hungarian still smarted, 
with the wounds which they had received from the first pil- 
grims : in their turn they had abused the right of defence 
and retaliation; and they had reason to apprehend a severe 
revenge from an hero of the same nation, and who was enga- 
ged in the same cause. But, after weighing the motives and 
the events, the virtuous duke wlas content to pity the crimes 
and misfortunes of his worthless brethren; and his twelve 
deputies, the messengers of peace, requested in his nam^^ a 
free passage and an equal market. Tb'reHiove their suspi- 
cions, Godfrey trusted himself, and afterwards his brother, to 
the faith of Carlomati king of Hungary, who treated them 
with a simple but hospitable entertainment: die treaty w^as 


• On the'cnriotts subjects of kni|(htbo©<l, kni^bt^senrice, nobility, nannn, cry 
of war, banners, and tournaments, an ample fund of information may be souj^ht 
In Seidell (Opera, tom. liji. part;. ♦ Titles of Honour, part ii. c. 1, 3. 5.8 ), 
l>ucan^ (Gloss. Latin, tom. iV. p 3$8U-4i2. dec.), Oii^rtations aur Joinville 
(b vi~T>xii.p« 127— 148. p. i6s— M. de St. Pihwe (MamoitB aor U 
fchevalciie). ^ ^ 
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sanctified by their common gospel ; and a proclamation^ 
under pain of death, restrained the animosity and licence of 
the Latin soldiers. From Austria to Belgrade, they traversed 
the plains of Hungary, without enduring or offering an in- 
jnry ; and the proximity of Carloman, who hovered on their 
flanks wkh his numerous cavalry, was a precaution not less 
useful for their saiety than for his own. They reached the 
hanks of the Save ; and no sooner had they passed the river 
than the king of Hungary restored the hostages, and saluted 
their departure with the fairest wislffes for the success of their 
enterprise. With the same conduct and discipline, Godfrey 
pervaded the woods of Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrace ; 
and might congratulate himself, tliat he had almost reached 
the first term of <iis pilgrimage, without drawing his sword 
against a Christi<^n adversary. After an easy and pleasant 
journey through Lombardy, from Turin to Aquileia, Ray- 
mond and his provincials marched ^arty days through the 
savage country of Dalmatia and Sclavonia. The weather 
was a perpetual fog ; the land was mountainous and desolate; 
the natives were either fugitive or hostile; loose in their reli- 
gion and government, they refused to furnish provisions or 
guides; muidered tlie stragglers; and exercised by night 
and day the vigilance of the count, who derived more .secu- 
rity from the punisliment of some captive robbers than from 
his inteiview and treaty with the prince of Scodra f . His 
march between Durazzo and Constantinople was harassed, 
without being stopped, by the peasants and soldieis of the 
Greek emperor; and the same faints and ambiguous hostility 
was prepared for the remaining jchiel’s, who passed the Adri- 
atic from the coast of Italy. Bohemond had arms and ves- 
sels, and foresight and discipline ; and his name was not for- 
gotten in the provinces of Epnus and Thessaly. Wliatever 
obstacles he encouhtered were surmounted by his military 


* The familio! Dalmatic® of Ducange are meagre and imperfect; the 
national historians arc recent and faliulous, the tJrrecks remote and cai^ilsicsih. 
in the year 1104, Colomaii reduced the mautime counti'y as far as 7 ran and 
Salona (Katona, Hist. Crit, tom. in [>. 195— 207 ). 

f Scodras appeals in layy as the capital and fortresb of Gentuis king qf thq 
Illyrians, arx munitissim’a, aftcrwaids a Roman colony (Ccllarins, tom. i. 
P 393, 394 ). It IS now called Iscodar, or Scutan (d’Anville, Geographie An-'' 
cienne, tain i. p. 164 ). The sanjiakinyw a pasha) of Scutari, or Schendeire, 
was the viiith und^ t^e Bcglerb^f <^^oi|iania, unt^ fhrnishcd 600 soldiers 011*11 
of 7t>787 dll d«U«V9 S^to Militvre del lm|iero Ottom«no 

* ” 
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conduct and the valour of Tancred; and if the Norman 
prince affected to spare the Greeks, he gorged his soldiera 
with the full plunder of an heretical castle*. The nobles oC 
France pressed forwards with the vain and thoughtless ardoun 
of which their nation has been sometimes accused. Froiiit 
the Alps to Apulia the march of Hugh 'the Great, of the 
two Roberts, and of’ Stephen of Chartres, through a wealthy 
country, and amidst the applauding Catholics, was a devout 
or triumphant progress: they kissed the feet of the Romaa 
pontiff; and the golden standard of St. Peter was delivered 
to the brother of the French monarch f. But in this visit 
of piety and pleasure, thej' neglected to secure the season, 
and the means, of their embarkation : the winter was insen- 
sibly lost ; their troops were scattered and corrupted in the 
towns of Italy. They separately accomplished their pas- 
sage, regardless of safety or dignity: and within nine months 
from the feast of tht^ Assumption, the dsLy appointed by 
Urban, all the Latin piinces had reached Constantinople. 
But the count of Vermandois was produced as a captive ; 
his foremost vessels were scattered by a tempest ; and his 
person, Against the law of nations, was detained by the lieu- 
tenants of Alexius. Yet the arrival of Hugh had been 
announced by four-and-twenty knights in golden armour, 
who commanded the emperor to revere the general of the 
Latin Christians, the brother of the King of kings 

In some Oriental tale I have read the fable of a shepherd, 
who was ruined by the accomplishment of his own wishes: 
he had prayed for w ater ; the Ganges was turned into his 
grounds, and his flock and cottage were swept away by the 
inundation. Such was the fortune, or at least the apprehen- 
sion> of the Greek empeyor Alexius Comnenus, whose name 

* In F'clagonia castruin haereticAm spoli^inm cum suis habit^to- 

ribas igiie combussere. Nec id eis injuria conti^iit : qbia iiloruni detestahilis 
merino et cancer serpebat, jamquc circum,iacentes regiones siio pravo dogmate 
foedaverat (Robert. Mon. p. 36, 37.). After coolly relating tbe fact, the arch- 
bishop Baltic adds, as a praise, Omnessiquidemilliviatores, Judeos, heereticog, 
Sarac^BO.<« aequaliter habent exosos quos omnes appellant iniinicos Dei (p. $3.). 

+ am Ptof/.yii Tnv re ^Ayie n«rp» dn^iaiav (Alexiad, 

1. X. p. 288.). 

J ‘O Twv t8 ^DxyyiKe rp«Tii/pAaTo? 

This Oriental pomp is extravagant in a count of Vermandois ^ but the patriot 
Xhicange repeats with much complacency (Not. ad Alexiad, p. 352, 3.53. Dis- 
sert. xxrii. sur Joinville, p. 315.), the parages of Matthew Paris (A. D. 1S54.) 
and Froissard (vol. iv. p. SOI.), wlikb stUe the king ofFnpi^e, rcxregmm, and 
chef de tons les rois Chretiens. 

vou vm. 


R 
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lias already appeared iti this history, and whose conduct is sd 
differently represented by his daughter Anne and by the 
Latin writers +. In the council of Placentia, his ambassa- 
dors had solicited a moderate succour, perhaps of ten thou- 
sand soldiers : but he was astonished by the approach of so 
Inany potent chiefs and fanatic nations; The emperor fluc- 
tuated between hope mid fear, between timidity and courage ; 
but in the crooked policy which he mistook for wisdom^ I 
Cannot believe, I cannot discern, that he maliciously conspi-^ 
red against the life or honour of the French heroes. The 
promiscuous multitudes of Peter the hennit, were savage 
beasts, alike destitute of huihanity and reason : nor was it 
possible for Alexius to prevent or deplore their destruction. 
The troops of Gcj^^frcy and his peers were less contemptible, 
but not less suspicious, to the Greek emperor. Their motives 
might be pure and pious *, but he was equally alarmed by his 
knowledge of the ambitious Bohemqnd, and his ignorance 
of the transalpine chiefs: the courage of the French was 
blind and headstrong ; they might be tempted by the luxury 
and wealth 6f Greece, and elated by the view and opinion of 
their invincible strength ; and Jerusalem might be forgotten 
in the prospect of Constantinople* After a long march and 
painful abstinence, the troops of Godfrey encamped in the 
plains of Thrace ; they heard with indignation, that their 
brother, the count of Vejmandois, was imprisoned by the 
Greeks; and their reluctant duke was compelled to indulge 
them in some freedom of retaliation and rapine. They were 
iippeased by the submission of Alexius ; he promised to sup- 
ply their camp; and as they refused, in the midst of winter, to 
p^iss the Bosphorus, their quarters were assigned among the, 
gardens and palaces on the shores of that narrow sea. But 
an incurable jealousy still rankled in the minds of the two 
nations, who despised each other as slaves atid Barbarians. 

♦ Anna Comnena was born the first of Decembcf, A. D. 1093 , indittion Vii. 
(Alexiad, 1 . ri. p. l66, 167.). At thiiteen, ibe time of the first crusa^, she 
^as nubile, and perhaps inarrifid to the younger Nicephorus BryenniUs, whom 
Abe fondly styles rov c/mov KoiKrapx ( 1 . x. p, 295, 2 ^ 6 .). Some moderns have 
tnagtnefff that her enmity to Bohemond was the fruit of disappointed love. In 
the transactions of Constantinople and Nice, her partial aeeouiits (Alex. 1. x, xi. 
p. 263—317.) may be opposed to the partiality of the Ltliiis, |«t in their 
subsequent exploits she is brief and if^ncAant. 

t In their views of the character and condaOt of Alexius, Msimbovrg has 
Ibvoiired: the Cath^^tic Franks, and Voltaire has been partial to the mhiamatto 
Oseeks. The prqindiGe of a pUilosopher is less excusable tka« that of a Jesuit. 
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Ignorance is the ground of suspicion^ and i^pspicion wa$ 
inflamed into daily provocations : prejudice is blind, hunger 
is deaf; and Alexius is accused of a design to starve or 
assault the Latins in a dangerous post, on all sides encom* 
passed with the waters*. Godfrey sounded his trumpets, 
burst the net, overspread the plain, and insulted the suburbs : 
but tlie gates of Constantinople were strongly fortified ; ihft 
ramparts were lined with archers ; and after a doubtful con* 
flict, both parties listened to the voice of peace and leligion. 
The gifts and promises of the emperor insensibly soothed the 
fierce spirit of the western strangers ; as ^ Christian warrior, 
he rekindled their zeal for the prosecution of their holy 
enterprise, which he engaged to second with his troops and 
treasures* On the return of spring, Goc^frey wi^s persuaded 
to occupy a pleasant and plentiful camp in Asia ; and no 
sooner had he passed the Bosphorus, than the Greek vessels 
were suddenly recalled to the opposite shore. The same 
policy was repeated with the succeeding chiefs, who were 
swayed by the example, and weakened by the depaiture, of 
their foremost companions. By lus skill and diligence, 
Alexius prevented the union of any two of the confederate 
armies at the same moment under the walls of Constantino- 
ple ; and before the feast of the Pentecost not a Latin pi Igrigi 
was left on the coast of Europe. 

The same arms which threatened Europe, niight delivei’ 
Asia, and repel the Turks from the neighbouring shores of 
the Bosphorus, and Hellespont. The fair provinces from 
Nice to Antioch were the recent patrimony of the Roman 
emperor ; and his ancient and perpetual claim still embraced 
the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt. In his enthusiasm, 
Alexius indulged, or affected, the ambitious hope of leading 
bis new allies to subvert the thrones of the East ; but the 
calmer dictates of reason and leinpeR dissuaded him from 
exposing his royal person to the faith of unknown and law- 
less Barbarians. His prudence, or his pride, was content 
with extorting from the French princes an path of homage 

* Between the Black Sea, the Bosphorus, and the river Barbyses, which is 
deep ill summer, and runs fifteen mites throug^ii a flat meadow. Its communi- 
cation with Europe and Coiistantiitpple is by the stone-bridge of the Ulach^rnte^ 
w|iieh in wiccessive ages was restored by J ustinian and Basil (GylUus de Bog- 
phoE# Thracio, 1. u,c. 3. Ducange, C. P, Christiaiif, 1. iv. c. 2. p. 179.). 
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and fidelity, and a loleinn they wotild either 

restore, or hold, their Asiatic conquests, as the humble and 
loyal vassals of the Roman empire. Their independent spi^ 
rit was fired at the mention of this foreign and voluntary ser^ 
vitude : they successively yielded to the dexterous applica* 
tion of gifts and flattery ; and the first proselytes became the 
most eloquent and effectual missionaries to multiply the 
companions of their shame. The pride of Hugh of Ver- 
ihandois was soothed by the honours of his captivity; and 
in the brother of the French king, the example of submis- 
3ion was pievalent and weighty. In the mind of Godfrey of 
Bouillon every liuman consideration was subordinate to the 
glory of God and the success of the crusade. He had firmly 
resisted the temptations of Bohemond and Raymond, who 
urged the attack and conquest of Constantinople, Alexius 
€;gteemcd his viitues, deservedly named him the champion of 
the cmpiie, and dignified his homage with the filial name 
and the rights of adoption 'J'he hateful Bohemoild was 
received as a true and ancient ally ; and if the emperor 
reminded him of former hostilities, it was only to praise the 
valcSur that he had displayed, and the glory that he had 
acquired, in the fields of Durazzo and Larissa. The son 
of Guiscard was lodged and entertained, and served with 
Impel lal pomp: one clay, as he passed through the gaU 
lery of the palace, a door was carelessly left open to 
expose a pile of gold and silver, of silk and gems, of curH 
ous and costly furniture, that was heaped in seeming dis- 
order, from the floor to the roof of the chamber. What 
conquests,’* exclaimed the ambitious miser, might not 
be atchieved by the possession of such a tieasure?’* It 
is your own,” replied a Greek attendant, vvho watched the 
motions of his soul ; and Bohemond, after some hesitation, 
condescended to acce.pt this magnificent present. The Nor- 
man was flattered by the assuiance of an independent princi- 
pality; and Alexius eluded, rather than denied, his daring 
demand of the office of gieat domestic, or general, of the 
East. The two Roberts, the son of the conqueror of 
England, and the kinsman of three queens bowed in their 

• There were iwo sorts of adoption, the one by arms, the otbef by intro* 
«lucinu: the son between the shirt and skin of bis father. Dncnngfe (sur Join- 
vitlr, di»s. xxij. p. 270.) supposes GoUfrey’s adoption to have been of the latter 
so> t. 

t After his return, Robert of Flanders became the man of the king of Eng- 
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turn before the Byzaotine throne. A private letter of 
phen of Chartres attests his admiration of the emperor, t^e 
most excellent and liberal of men, who taught him to belfeve 
that he was a favourite, and promised to educate and establish 
his youngest son. In his southern province, the count of 
St. Giles and Thoulouse faintly recognised the supremacy of 
the king of France, a prince of a foreign nation and lan-t 
gunge. At the head of an hundred thousand men, he decla^ 
red that he was the soldier and servant of Clirist alone, and 
that the Greek might be satisfied with an equal treaty of 
alliance and friendship. His obstinate resistance enhanced 
the value and the price of his submission ; and he shone, 
says the princess Anne, among the Barbarians, as the siiti 
amidst the stars of heaven. His disgust# of the noise and 
insolence of the French, his suspicions of the designs of 
Bohemond, the emperor imparted to his faithful Raymond ; 
and that aged statesman might clearly discern, that however 
false in friendship, he was sincere in his enmity *. Tlie spirit 
of chivalry was last subdued in the person of Tancred ; and 
none could deem themselves dishonoured by the imitation of 
that gallant knight. He disdained the gold and flattery of 
the Greek monarch ; assaulted in his presence an insolent 
patrician ; escaped to Asia in the habit of a private soldier; 
and yielded with a sigh to the authority of Bohemond 
and the interest of the Christian cause. The best and most^ 
ostensible reason was the impossibility of passing the sea and 
accomplishing their vow, without the licence and the vessels 
of Alexius ; but they cherished a secret hope, that as soon as 
they trod the continent of Asia, their swords would obliterate 
their shame, and dissolve the engagement, which on his side 
might not be very faithfully performed. The ceremony of 
their homage was grateful to a people who had long since 
considered pride as the substitute of power. High on his 
throne, the emperor sat mute and immoveable ; his majesty 
was adored by the Latin princes; and they submitted to kiss 
either his feet or his knees, an indignity vviiich tlleir owa 
writers are ashamed to confess and unable to deny f* 

land, for a pension of four hundred marks. See fiist adt in Kymer’a 
Toedera. , 

* Sensit vetus regiiandi, falsos in amore, odia non lingere. Tacit, vi. 44. 

-f The pr#ud historians ot'the criisades slide and stumble over tbis huini- 
liuting step. Vet, biucc the heiocs knelt to salute the emperor as he sat 
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^ Private or public interest suppressed the murmurs of 
jdukes and counts; but a French baron (he is supposed to be 
jRobert of Paiis*) presumed to ascend the throne, and to 
place himself by the side of Alexius. The sage reproof of 
Baldwin provoked him to exclaim, in his barbarous idiom, 
‘‘ Who is this rustic, that keeps his seat, while so many 
valiant captains are standing round him The emperor 
piaintained hts silence, dissembled his indignation, and ques- 
tioned his interpreter concerning the meaning of the words, 
which he partly suspected from the universaHanguage of ges- 
ture and countenance. Before the deparlure of the pilgrims, 
he endeavoured to learn the name and condition of the auda- 
ci(iU3 baron. I am a Frenchman,*" replied Robert, “of 
the purest and jnost ancient nobility of my country. All 
that I know is, that there is a church in my neighbour- 
hood -f*, the resort of those who are desirous of approving 
their valour in single combat. Till an enemy appears, 
they address their prayers to God and his saints. That 
church I have frequently visited, but never have I found 
an antagonist who daied to accept my defiance.’* Alexius 
dismissed the challenger with some prudent advice for his 
conduct ip the Turkish warfaie; and history repeats vvith 
pleasure this lively example of the manners of his age and 
countty. 

I'be conquest of Asia was undertaken and atchieved by 
Alexander, with thirty-five thousand Macedonians and 
Greeks and his best hope was in the stiength and disci- 

motionlcs’J on his throne, it is clear that they njii^st hare kissed cither his feet oe 
knees. It is only singular, that Anna should not hare amply supplied the 
silence or ambiguity of the Latins. The abasement of their princes would have 
fdded a fine chapter to the CereraomaU* Aulae Byzantinsc 

♦ He called himself )c«9a^o? ruu evyivuit (Alexias, 1 x p. 30).). 

Whut a title of vobLes^e of the xithcentuiy, if any one could now prove his 
Inheritance! Anna relates, with isiblc pleasure, that the swelling Barbarian 
rtTv^ujfjt.ti>oq, was ItiUed, or wounded, after fighting in the front of the 
fwittiedf DoryIaf‘uin (I. xi p 317 .). This circumstance may justify the suspi- 
fion of Ducangp (Not. p 3(>2.), that he was no other than Robert of Paris, of 
the district most pccuiiai ly stykd the Duchy or Island of France, f'L’/sfe do 
jt'vavce ). 

f With the sanne penetration, Ducangc di8co\'crs his church to be that of 
St Drausus, or Drosin, of Soi.vsons, quem duello dimicaturi solent invocare : 
pngile.s cpii ad memoriani cjus pus tomb J perr.octant invicUw reddit, ut ct de 
BiirgUndu et Italia tali iiccissitatc confugiatur ad cuip. Joan. Sanberieivsis, 
cpist. 139 . 

X There is some diversity on the umi.hersof his army; but no authority 
aan he compared with that of Ptolemy, uho states it at five thonaaitU aotl 
thii ty thousand foot (see Usher's Annales, p. 1 59.). 
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plirte of his phalanx of infantry, Tlie prirtclp^f fbrco of 
tKe crusaders consisted in their cavalry ; and when that force 
was mustered in the plains of Bithynia, the knights and 
their martial attendants on horseback amounted to one hun-* 
dred thousand fighting men, completely armed with the hel- 
met, ^|ind coat of mail. The value^of these soldiers deserved 
a strict and authentic account; and the flower of European 
chivaliy might furnish, in a first effort, this formidable body 
of heavy horse, *Apait of the infantry might be enrolled for 
the service of scouts, pioneers, and archers ; but the promis- 
cuous crowd were lost in their own disorder; and we depend 
not on the eyes or knowledge, but on the belief and fancy, 
of a chaplain of count Baldwin in the estimate of six 
hundred thousand pilgrims able to bear'^arms, besides the 
priests and monks, the women and children, of the Latin 
camp. The reader starts ; and before he is recovered from 
his surprise, I shall add, on the same testimony, that if all 
w^ho took the cross had accomplished their vow, above six 
MILLIONS would have migrated from Europe to Asia. Under 
this oppression of faith, I derive some relief from a more 
sagacious and thinking writer*!*, who, after the same review 
of the cavalry, accuses the credulity of the priest of Char- 
tres, and even doubts whether the Cisalpifte regions (in the 
geography of a Frenchman) were sufficient to produce and 
pour forth such incredible multitudes. The coolest scepti- 
cism will remember, that of these religious volunteers great 
numbers p^ver beheld Constantinople and Nice. Of enthu- 
jsiasm the influence is irregular and transient: many were 
detained at home by reason or cowardice, by poverty ot 
weakness; and many were repulsed by the obstacles of the 
way, the more insuperable as they were unforeseen to these 
ignorant fanatics. The savage countries of Hungary and 
Bulgaria were whitened with their bones : their vanguard was 
cut in pieces by the Turkish sultan ; and the loss of the first 
adventure, by the sword, or climate, or fatigue, has already 
been stated at three hundred tliousand men. Yet the 

♦Fulcher, Carnoteniis, p. 397.). He enuineratea nineteen nations of dif- 
lerent names and langfua^s (p. 39^.); but I do not clearly apprehend his dif- 
ference between the Franct and Galli^ltah and JpiUi. Elsewhere (p. 385.) he 
contemptuously brands the deserter^ 

t <jriiibcrf, t> 556. Vet even his gentle opposition ittipTles an immekii^ 
titude. By Urban II. tu the ftiwour ofhis zeal, it is <^ly rirted at 30»,060 plir 
jprims (epist. xvi, Concil. tom. xii. p. 731.). 
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myriads that survived, that marched^ that pressed forwai'ds 
on the holy pilgrimage, were a subject of astonishment to 
themselves arid to the Greeks, The copious energy of her 
language sinks under the efforts of the princess Anne* : the 
images of locusts, of leaves and flowers, of the sands of the 
sea, or the stars of imperfectly represent what she 

had seen and heard; ^pihe daughter of Alexius exclaims, 
that Europe was loosened from its foundations and hurled 
against Asia. The ancient hosts of Darifis and Xerxes 
labour under the same doubt of a vague and indefinite mag- 
nitude ; but I am inclined to believe, that a larger number 
has never been contained within the lines of a single camp, 
than at the siege of Nice, the first operation of the Latin 
princes. Their ifiotives, their characters, and their arms, 
have been already displayed. Of their troops, the most 
numerous portion were natives of France : the Low Coun< 
tries, the banks of the Rhine, and Apulia, sent a powerful 
reinforcement: some bands of adventurers were drawn from 
Spain, Lombardy, and England f ; and from the distant bogs 
and mountains of Ireland or Scotland J issued some naked 
and savage fanatics, ferocious at home but unwariike abroad. 
Had not superstition condemned the sacrilegious prudence of 
depriving the poorest or weakest Christian of the merit of 
the pilgrimage, the useless crowd, with mouths but without 
hands, might have been stationed in the Greek empire, till 
their companions had opened and secured the way of the 
Lord. A small remnant of the pilgrims, who passed , tlie 
Bosphorus, was permitted to visit the holy sepulchre. Their 
northern constitution was scorched by the rays, and infected 


♦ Alexias, 1. x, p. 283. 305. Her fastidious delicacy complains of tlieir 
strange and inaVticnlute names, and indeed there is scarcely one that she has 
not contrived to di^ifigure with the proud ignorance, so dear and familiar to a 
polished people. 1 shall .select only one example, Sangeles, for the count of 
St. Gites. 

William of Malmsbury (who wrote about the year 113o) has inserted m 
his history (1. iv p 130 — a narrative of the first crusade: but I wish Iha^, 
instead of listening to the teuue murmur which had passed the British ocean 
(p. 143.), he had confined himself to the numbers, families, and advcntiites of 
his countrymen. I Bud in Dugdalc, that an English Norman, Stephen earl of 
Albemarle and Hnideruesse, led the iear>guaid with duke Robert, at the battle 
of Antioch (Baronage, part i p. 6l .). 

t Videres Sootorum spud se fcrocium alias imbeUium etineos (Guibert, 
p. 471.) : the crus mtectuniy and hi^ida chlmmySy may suit the Highlanders : but 
the fiiiibus uliginosis, may rather apply th the liish bogs. William of Maltas- 
hury ^itissly menttons the Welsh and ^ois, 4ce. (I. iv. p. 133 j who quitted, 
.the fpnner venatiobem saltuum, the latter 'familiaritatem policura. 
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’ ^ g|Tie vaj)ours, of ^ i^^rian sun. Tlje^ ijonljliii^^e^j ^ Wtti 
^Pftess prodig^tyi thek stor^ oT^]prater and grqyj|^^^ 
tlieij* ndinWi's ^x|,)austed 'the inland, c(ijuntQr ; the.sea Jfiijl 
remote, the Greeks were unfriendly;^ and the Cfaristiam pi 
every sect fled before the voraciou^l^^^ci'uel rapine of thpii, 
brethren. In the dite nece6sity|P||^ine, they sqjoaetime^ 
roasted *and devoured the flesh ovpSr inlapt br adult cap-* 
lives. Arnong^the Turks and Saracens, the idplatei^ of 
Europe were renclererl more odious by the^ame and rep’^tja-, 
lion of cannibals : the spies who introduce themsplves iii^ 
the kitchen of Bohepipl^d, were shewn several human bodies 
turning on the ^)it ; and the aitful Norman encouraged 
report, wliich end^ased at the same tiu>e tljc abhorrence and 
the terror of the infidels*. v ^ . 

I have expatiated with pleasure on the first steps of the, 
crusaders, as they paint the manners and character of 
Europe : but I shall abridge the tedioi^s and uniform narra- 
tive of their blind atchieveraents, which were performed, by 
strength and are described by ignorance. From their first 
station in the neighbourhood of Nicomedia, they advanced, 
in successive divisions; passed the contracted limit of the 
Greek empire ; opened a road through the Sills, and com- 
menced, by the siege of his capital, their pious warfare 
against the Turkish sultan. His kinj[dom of Room extended 
from the Hellespont to the confines of Syria, and barred the 
pilgrimage of Jerusalem : his name was Kilidge-Arslan, or 
Solimant, of the race of Seljuk, and the son of the first 
conqueror; and in the defence of a land which the.TurlvS^ 
considered as their own, he deserved the praise of his ene- 
mies, by whom alone he is known to posterity. Yielding to 
the first impulse oT the toi^ent, he deposited his family and 
treasure in Nice; retired to the mountains with fifty thou - 

* This eannil^al sometimes real, more frequently an arti^ce or a lie, 

maybeibunifin Anna Comnena (Alexius, Kx.p; 988.),Giiib«rt(p.S46.),Bada}^. ' ^ 
radom. (c py.)- The stiata{[[sein is related try tbe aqtbor bf fiesta Francoriim, 
the monk Robert Baldric, and Raymond des Agiles^’ in the we^ and of 

Antiorh. ■ 

t His Musultnajgi appellation of Soliman is used by tbe Ijiridiis, bk^fUil- 
racter is highly ctnbellisbed by Tasso. His Turkish lunnlWf Kilidge«Abllib| 

( A, H. 485—500. A D. 1 199 *^ 1906 . See deGnigiiesi^s Tables, tom. i p. 

IK employed by the Oiienlals, and with*some corruption the ' ^ 

httU* more than his name can be found in the Mahometan imer% Who ' 

and sulky on tbe subject of the font crusade {deGnignes, tomi lii. p. il« p, f ' 

Voi. VIII. s 
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®»d horse; and twiqe descended to asaaiiU |jh^, 9 ^pif 
i|iiarters of the Chrittii^ besiegers^ which a? 

feet circle ♦of above six nai^es* Ilje lofty jJld swd wall| pf 
Nice were Covered by a deep ditch, apdVflaohed by thi^p 
buadred anid seventy towfrs; and oathe vergfi^prChris|en- 
domy the Mdsletns ar^^^^ined in arms, and inflamed 
xeHgiom^ Before this d|jp|be French princes occupj^fd their 
siadous;^ and prosecuted their kfecks without corresjpondence 
or snbbrdinatipn : eipnlation prompte^ their i^four ; but 
valour was ^lied by cruelty, and their emulation dege- 
^^l^d into envy and civil discord.^Jn Ihe sicgjp of Nice, the 
^idts and engines of antiquity were erfiployed by the Latins; 
the mine and the battering-ram, the tortoi|^ ^nd the belfrey 
oV mdveable turrei^ artificial fire,,ancj the catapult and balisig 
the sting, and the cross-bow for the casting of stones and 
darts*. In the space of seven weeks, much labour 
blood were expended, and some progress, especially by count, 
Raymond, was made on the side of the besiegers. But the 
Turks could protract their resistance and secure their escape, 
as long as they were masters of the lake f Ascanius, which 
stretches several miles to the westward of the city. The 
means of conquest were supplied by the prudence and indus- 
try of Alexius; a great number of boats was transported on 
sledges from the sea to the lake ; they were filled with the 
ifiost dextrous of his artehers; the flight of the sultana was 
intercepted ; Nice was invested by land and Water ; arid a 
Greek emissary persuaded the inhabitants to accept bis mas- 
protection, and to save themselves, by a timely surrender, 
ifom the rage of the savages of Europe. In the moment of 
victory, or at least of hope, the crusaders, tliirsting for blood 
wand plunder, were awed by the Imperial banner that streamed 
. from* the citadel ; and Alexius guarded with jealous vigilance 
thia important conquest. The murmurs of the chiefs were 
stifled by honour or interest; and after an halt of nine days, 
tliey directed their march “towards Phrygia under the guid- 
atfe^ of ti Gmek general, whom they ^spected of secret 

f C>ii Ibe foTtiacati<»iit{, engines, lieges of tbe midd^ sge^ see Muratofi 
( AntlqiMAoti tovL d- dissert, nxvi p. 45a— 594.); Tlie Itifketlmy fv^m 

ir|i«iiee.9ttr belfrf^i wss the moveable tower of tbe ^Pae^oge, tom . u 

foimot SorWt pcwsrlting the resemhlasce between tlw siege «nd ^ke of 
i^tht the eii^raUons bf Dman Iportcx before Mexi<6o^ See m. Itobertson, 
Hist, dl Anicrica, 1. r. 



■ iiyknce'WiH tlte|^ltan. ^ Tb€‘qbiisio|t ib'ii 
ts been ho^tbjirbfely 

odfi, ; '^d^'TOe ei»pbi^"s geperosHy ‘‘to 
^as irtteriiteiel as t^ason to tW Christian ^ ^ 

Sofioiari Was rather^ l^rovoked th^ dito^yed ^ the 
!his c^pitiEil : lie admop^shed hl|fell||g#ct9 and allies^ of 4^3 
Strang invasion of tlie v^est^^H^iharians,; the TutSi||h'* 
emirs obeyed tbe call of loyalty 'W religion ; theTerkmaii 
^ hbrds enc^mp^ standard ; and his whole foorce h 

loosely Stated by t^e Christians at two hl|idred^or evcfti;teee 
h&dred and sixty, thoiSSsyid horse. Yet he patiently w^ed 
they had jgift behfnd them the sea and the Q/eek frontfe:^; 
and hoveringib^ the flanks, observed their careless and ebn- 
Sclent progress in tw|) columns beyonS^he"^ view bf each 
jother. Some miles before tl^ey could reach Dpryiledin in 
^^Phrygia, the left, and least numerous; division was surprised) 


and attacked, and almost oppressed by the Turkish cavalry f* 
The heat of the weather, the clouds of arrows, and the bar- 
barous onset, overwhelmed the crusaders ; they losj;^ ^eir 
order and confidence, and the fainting dght was sus|i^|h||d by 
the personal valour,. rather than by the military conduct, of 
Bohemotid,Tancred, and Robert of Nornipiidy. %Tbey were 
revived by the welcome banners of duke Godfrey, who flew 


to theif succour, with the count of Vermandois, and sixty 
thousand hoj se; and was followed by Raymond of Thoulouse, 
the bishop of Puy, and the remainder the sacrpd army* 


Without a moment’s pause, they formed in new orders and 


advtoced to a second battle. They were received with^eijual 
resolution ; and, in their common disdalfi for thd unw^ike 


people of Greece and Asia, it was confessed on both |ide$, 
that the Turks and the Franks were the only natioos^qy|;i-^ 
tied to the appellation of soldiers ^ Their encounter was 


If. 

♦ ^ecreanty a word iiiTexited by tl^lPrcnch crumi^ri. and confined in tkat 
langua^ to its pi^utive sense. It shMd seem, tbat the »eai e<f mioesUirs 
boifed bigh^, ana that they branded erery nnbeliei^er a» amscaU^, 4i^^miiar 
prejudice still lurks in the minds of many who think themsdv^t Christians.) 

■t Baronins has produced a yery doubtful letter to his bretber (A. D. 
.1098, No. The enemies cen^isl^ ^ Idedee,lFertdft»»,*CiN^ be it 

40^ Tbe first .attack was eum nostro ih4oihi«iO|ib4:'lrne aiTSl tliildbr;v ^ why 

Godfrey of Bouillon and HughV^Wr.^ Tdncmk o^ 

certainly not jof noi; <^1 Bpbemon#. p . 

' , Vef^mtamen se do fttMirnib ‘ jd pN ^tio^ dt.-%ifift^.nttllus 

homo naturaliter dehet elfse n^t Ttanci p 

s ^ 



ptTfd ^ wheeling; 

cb&hed lanpeij and ^le braiidis^iftl javel%^^ o||^|i’*^we^Sfcy^^ 
broatf-sylrlbld^ and a crook|d $abre; af cai^brbtoaNarmour^ 
and ijiiii flowing robes j and of the long Tartar Jiow, and 
tfi^ Jw|f or cross-boyr^ a deadljr^^eapon, yet unknown to 
thc^ <!)jp|eotals *. As l||n|^s tlie hi|raes were fresh and the 
qui^ti full, Soliman idmt|tained thfe adv^jrtage qf the day; 
aod i^iuf thousand Chrlsdans were pierced by tbd Turki^i 
aniiWif'i tn the gening, swiftness yiqjdqd t<> s^tmrigth ; on 
e^jfc^r side,' the numbers were equal, or at least as gresjil as 
any ground troald hold, or any generis could manage ; but 
fn tiVrtiing the hills, the last division of Raymond and his 
pi^vinciah was led^ perhaps w ithout design;t)n the rear of, an 
e?rtfau|ted enemy ; and the long contest was determined, 
Besk|«s a nameless and unaccountable multitude, threi# 
thbu^and Pagan knights were slain in the battle and pursuit; 
the camp of Soliman was pillaged ; and in the variety of , 
precious spoil, the curiosity of the Latins was amused with ; 
foreign arms and apparel, and the new aspect of dromedarie#'^» 
and camels. The importance of the victory was proved by 
the hasty retreat of the sultan : reserving ten thousand guards 
of tlie relics of Iffs army, Soliman evacuated the kingdom of 
Roum, and hastened to implore the aid, and kindle the 
resentment, of his Eastern Brethren. In a march of five 
hundred miles, ^the crusaders iravei'Sed the Lesser Asia, 
through a wasted land and deserted thwns, without either 
finding a finend or an enemy. The geographer f jnay trace 
the position of ]porylaeum • Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, 
ArcJielai*, and Gcrmanicia, and may compare those classic 
appellations with the modern names of Eskishehr the old 
city,^ Akshehr the white city, Cogni, Erekli, and Murash. 

f 

t 

7.). Tb%' iame comrouuity of blood and valour is attested bymrcbbishop Bsl- 
€iric(f.g9*): ^ ^ 

♦ anlesttq^ ^rbuhsire, Se^^Muratoriy Afitt<|. tom. ii. p. S17<^5^. 

Bucimgfe, tom. i. p. .'iilii, 532, In the Anna Comnena, 

this weapon, wljiieh she dp<9criliei under the name of tsangm^ wiis unkuo«tm in 
the East (L X, p. 29I.). By an humane mconsisteiic)', the pope strove to pro- 
hibit it pi Chrhtiaii . 

t "t'he eWhns reader may campmft the classic learning of GellaHtis, and the 
$;eographiciit science Of d’Anvillc. William of Tyre is the only historian of 
the cruaadfs who has any knowledge of aatiqulty ; and M. Otlor trod almost 
in tin* fa^tsteps of tUc J^ranks from ConstanUnople to Aitlio^ (Vdyafe oC 
Il'ur<(nle'''et>u Petsf, tom i. p. 35— ss.), ’ ", 
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ivrtWr'if'e^ fol'«ilt^f*^*they'w^re|w 
lem(ijte*#i>rsi ; inp ptj th^ljanks of the first ri?tilei^|^ 
a44 intemf^raoife wij^e- still more |iernidotis 
derly throng. They diihbed with toil and dan^c^r the s<i€^,» 
and slippery sides of ttijsinl sol^ie^^ 

c^st awiiy ('their arms t^|cure thili: fpotstep^ ; ^ 

terror preceded their vari^ the lon| an<|i trembling |ile,j^ij^t. 
hfifve been driven do’^h the precipice by a handful of risplute 
enemies. Two offtHeir^most respectable ^nefsj thij 
Lorraine arid the count o^Tboulouse, were carri^ ip litter^, 
Rayinond was rni^ed, ai it said, by miracle, fiom an hope* .j 
less maladj'; and' Oodfrey had been torn by a bear, as he; 
pursued that rough and perilous chace in^i^e inouiftaijis 
Piddia. ; \ 'lr% \ 

4R> improve the general consternation, the cousin of 
niond and tfite brother of Godfrey were detached frota the ' 
main army with their respective squadrons of five, and of 
seven, hundred knights. They over-run in a rapid career 
the hills and sea-coast of Cilicia, from Cfagni to the ^rian 
gates ; the Norman standard was fir^t plarjted on tfie walls of 
Tarsus and Maimistra ; but the proud injustiq|,of Baldwin at 
length provoked the patient and generous Italian ; and they , 
turned their consecrated swords agajnst each otlier in a pri- 
vate and ptefane quarrel. Honour was the motive, and fame . 
the reward, of Tancred ; but fortune smiled oi^ the more sel- 
fish enterprise of his rival *. lie was called to the assistance 
of a Greek or Armenian tyrant, who had been suffered undeXu $ 
the Turkish yoke to reign over the Christians of Edesssu 
Baldwin accepted the character of his son and champiw^ 
but no sooner w^s he introduced into the city, than be infla«i^ 
med the people to the massacre of his father, occupied the 
throne and treasure, extended his conquesb over the hills of 
Armenia and the plain of Mesopotumia, and founded the 
first principality of the Franks subsisted 

fifty-four years beyond the Euphrates t# 1 ) * 

• Thw detaclil^d conquest of Edeasa is best represented by 
notensis, or of Chartrer. (iq the cdllectiqq^! of BoAgisiiflUs, 1bqqh 
MarteHiie), the Valiant diaplain of count Bfildwiq (Esprit ^ Cfpir“ ’ 
p. 19, 444* trt thO displites of that pfinOe With t^ckS, 'bii 
<acoi%|nff^^by the partiality Of l^dttlphus ^adomeoi^ip^^ 8<il3|«rl 
torian of ^aUant marquis. ^ ‘ ' 

t de Hist, dea Huns, tom. i. p. 4^6.^ 



'tiie EAii^.cbttld eiiter Sy'& 

'^'WuGin» ware cbmpietely wafe^^,th^fega'of 
"ir the Wp^tJon and repose of tKe a^y th^ 

«^aoii> was strongly debaWd in their cput^Hi the lo^ of 
the holy sepulchre vr^ them to advance and 
iisi§i*^ij|tehap^ was|pii|^e side^ resolution, since Wvery 
^elay abates the^ame aj^l(>rcie of the mvadef, and 
the resources , of defensive/ war.^ ^ The capital of 
protected by the river Orcmte^;^ and the irm bridgt, 
tithe niches, derives it» name from the ma^sy, gates of the 
Hwb ioweit which are construct^ at either end. They were 
' ^ened bjp^the sword of the duke of No|maody : his, victory 
f^V0 entrance t(j three hundred thousand crusaders, an ac- 
*^^“*i;di||it which ISay allow some scope' for losses and deserliop, 
t WI which clea^^ detects i^uch exaggeration in the re^^fe pf 
" Tjfictt!; In the description of Antioch it is not easy to ^|pinb 
th^dle ter^ between her ancient magnificence, under the 
•i-^autCctssors of Alexander and Augustus, and the modern aspect 
^ 'df Turkish desolation. The Tetrapolis, or four cities, if they 
x^iSetahied their name and position, must have left a large vacu- 
ity in a circumferance of twelve miles ; and that measure, as 
^ fe^ell as the niibiber of four hundred towers, are not perfectly 
^ consistent with the five gates, so often mentioned in the his- 
w tory of the siege. Yet Antioch, must have still ^urish'ed as 
great and populous l&pital. At the head or the Turkish 
emirs^ Baghisian, a veteran chief, ^mmanded in the place : 
bfe garrison w^ composed of sis^r seven thousand horse, 
V rniid fifteen or^twenty thousand foot : one hundred thousand 
'Moslems are said to.have fallen by the sword ; and their num- 
F bbi^iwere probably inferior to the Greeks, Armenians, and 
^^^:4?yHUi^:who had been no more than fourteen years the slaves 
of the house of ^eljuk. From the remains of a solid and 
^ - l^tori^y wall, it, appears to have arisen to the height of three- 
^ fri^t ill ^ttle valleys ; j^d wherever less art and labour had 

^ebn applie<i#the grouri<l^ as supposed to be defended by the 
||j| mtjrass, and the mountains. Notwithstanding these 
i^i&tions, the city had been repeatedly takei by the Per- 

Pococke (Defitdptioa of,|Uie£iiiit,vol.ii. p.i^if.,t89<- 
en •Tvtqttie, P* 

^rj^jjker (in Onpr'tt'll0t€eX Index l3«J%ra|>iMCM». of 
Bnkadiu vu. Saladi^^.) and Abnlfeda (Tibuta p. nS, lioifcli. lUUke). 




MS;. Ae <^iaba, Af and ‘ttie Tu 

peiVioos poKtiJ'%_ 
i| a ‘fj|^ifi‘at' ws^forni^’/iiibout the middle* of 
v|^^r oifihe execution could alone justify tW boldipe^ 
I^atever strength and valour could per» 
the field was abundantly 4^charged by the cham 
cross : in frequent of lil^e^^of forage, of p 

attack and <}efence of conVoys, ih^ wjero often victpripuf^/ 
and we caaojily Complain, that ;th<§ir exploits are 
enlarged beyond the sbltte *of probability and truth, " 
sword of Godfrey * . divided aTut^ from the slioulddr to 
haunch ; and one half of infidel fell to die gn^jund, 
the other was’ transported by his horse to the cityg^;' iAs^ 
Ki^rt of Normandy :rqde against his an^^^ I'dfevoie " 

.^iMy head,” he piously exclaimed, toi^e 
•l^ch and that head was instantly cloven to the hjeai^ 
tM resistless stroke of his descending falchion. But j 
ity dr report of shch gigantic prowess f must ha^ 
the Moslems to keep within their Walls ; arid against tSiiise ' 
walls of earth or stone, the sword and the lance were uiiii-’|^ 
vailing weapons. In the slow and successive laboii^ of a 
eiege, the crusaders were supine and ignorant^ without ydll 
to contrive, or money to purchase, or industry to *use, ' 
artificial engines and implements of assault. In the cbnquest * 
of Nice,l|j^y had been powerfully assisted by the weafth^and 
knowledge of the Greek emperor, his Vbsetic^ was poorly* 
supplied by some Gedbj^e and Pisan vessels^ that wereettroct;^* 
ed by religion or trade to the coast of Syria : the stor& 
scanty, the return precarious, and the comm||nicatiohdii5bUlt^ 
and dangerous. Indolence or weakness had p^eyentedl^'the 
Franks from investing the entire circoitt and the parpSluaF 
freedom of two gates rjelieved the wants and rec^ited 


* Ensem elevat, eumque A sinisirl^ j ^ ^ 

ut qtlod pectus iP^iutu dlfijunxit spittoia vftllUiti 


, tanUl 


KKit {R’ulwi't. p. i>uuy. 

Tura: ut iiiferic^r alter in urbem equltaret; al^ arciltmetMl in 
(Itiaul^h. t&diim'. O! 58. p. 304.).- 

viribns of Godfrey : and William of Tym t^eifit liy,^ dbttu^uit pa^ll 

nnvitate . mirabiUs (l.v. c.#p. 'it‘ jnnat«^ll- 

^IWt#bcredible to the Icnlghts of that aga. ' 4 

' of Rbynioiid,^ *aiid tlA 

on lit aquii^(li«dalpb;'C^oii^ ^ ' ' 





tiitory of AsijOcH •Hi’£te,4ne fearlp^ des&w of t 

sWful and gr^esi^m^tuousa^ye^^-^ji^a.,' 

Bed" wiUi ^ disorder ^s . it ;yv;a8, f Uf ^ 

observe tlie^tp^t^of Kerb<^, a tnov^Me amf spapious^pa 
cnricli^* ^!® the luxui^* fl|i^ ^s'ft/'wdiig^abl? 


above two thousand persoaji j djsi^idgi^ish 

th6uai||» guards, wiiQ werejCas^i I^Jio hordes as weM^^ 
niei^W.®nplete steel. ' '.' ,•• ',,, 

— evefitiul period ol the 3^gc anj defence of 
Kcrdsaders were, aljeni|tely^ (^x^lteU % yiclpry^^ojr g^i||p 
in despair; ^iihet witli plenty or eniacis^d 

hunger.^ A speci|latfve, reasoiier migl4 ^j^po^e, t|iat 

had a strong aud 'scripus influence on ‘ their yjjract^^^ 
and^hat the soldiers of the cross^ tfie deliverers of the||^|^^ 
sepulchre, prepared themselves by a sober and virtubW'’ | l ^ 
for the daily contemplation of niartyrdom, ExperienceiyfflE 
avray this charitable illusion : and seldohi does the in^ M || ra r 
profane war display^, such scenes of intemperance and prp^jg^ 
tution as were exhibited under th^^walls of Antipph- 
grove of Daphtie no longer flourished ; Syrianjaiy 

was still impregnated with the same vices; Ae^^risti^i]^, 
were seduced by every temptation* that nature either pron^Jg^.^ 
or reprobates ; ^e authority of the ehiefs was despised; api^ 
sermons an^ edicts were alike fruitless against thosp scape 
dus disorders, not less pernicious to ihilitaiy disciplin 
repugnant to evangelic pudty. Imthe first; days pf the^S ^ 
the possession df Autioeb, the .Franks cpnspmed 
and thpughtiess prodigality the frugal gubs^^tepep 
and months ; tfie desolafe coipptky no fcngpr yie||c|^,,a 
ply ; and frpm that cou|^try tbpy were at leiii^v^pluded by 
the arms of thp besieging Turks. JQ|isea^^*^lthe,faithi^ 

nion of want, was ^yenonted/by 

summpr heats* unwholesome |hdd^ ^ plpse 

wliieh 

1. xi. p, 318'^32Q.)»‘ *TBe ntiinber® of the’!rark*^ti!‘e'll!^ 
at 200,000 (1. iy. c. 10. p. S42,)* and 

Wse(o. 731 p. ^ '/ , 

♦ See tke tra^<; aJii}*f<:undill(^p4^€^e |)f^aP>W<iUdyQ0p<^£^ 
slain by Turks reptMfjd 
conenbibe; ‘ ■ 

Th% Vllt “'"'"T 







mi maltimiijt^' il^ 

ite itWByv the saM^,«!Ut*lmys AiagmiMti adfviteimgi^ 

rmfst^gi^ tiialiiatcae of di# suffeiaifi ,a»d th^ 

spoil Were eagerly 

bviibed iAi-4Kit purchasfridf the vilest noa^lshtnent: and 
dtUdftil tensV We atlaintties ef; the poor, «inoe> 

dveeitiarks orf silver fnr a goat; and fifteen for a 
lean oaiael *, ‘die count of Flanders was reduced to . beg a 
dUmdr, and duke Godfrey to borrow an horse. Sixty dicwsand 
•lufirses had been reviewed in the camp: before the end ofv^ 
fSdege diey w^ diminished to tweythoustmd.and scarcely tis^ 
•htmdned fit for service could be mustered on the day of i)at- 
■tie. Weedcoess of body and terror of mind extinguished the 
mrdent enthusiasJh of the pilgrime; and every motive of 
'^nour and religion was subdued by the desire of'Hfef. 
Among die chiefs, three heroes may be found without fear Or 
jepronch: Godfrey of Bouillon was supported liy his mag- 
nauitnous piety; Bohemond by ambition and interest^ and 
Tanored declared, -in the true spirit of chivalry, that as long 
as he was at the head of forty knighl^, he would never relin- 
<|uish the enterprise of Palestine. But the count of Thou- 
louse and Provence was suspected of^;||i^luntary indisposi- 
tion: the^dttke of Normandy was recalW irom the sea-shore 
by the censures of the chui^; Hugh the Great, though he 
led the vanguard of the battle, embrace# an ambiguous 
hjqxMtunity of retUhtihg to France ; and Stephen count of 
basely deserted the standard which he bore, andthe 
eomidillln which he ple8ide,d. TTiesoldiers were discouraged 
l^'the ifUight of William viscoUnt of Mehm, surnamed the 
^€atf>e«ter,ihtb the weiglity strokes of his axe ; and the saints 
•Were acttndtihaed fof*the &!1 nf Petet..the Hermit, who, after 
'tumltig EtiropO*>agahist Asia^ attefilfited to escape ftom the 
Itemtllpeof a nece^ry fost* Of the multitude of recreant 
W#ito9, the names (mya an historiim) •are blol^ from the 

* Hw .vala«'«fanoxroKft*hmfiTekoUdi (fihW«hittWi) iit CbrUtow t* 
tVo mWkt (Wdt pounds) uod •ftenrards tnuiA Imhcri, p wd or luiiit, from 

om«WNIi|f Wftipmoi MMr pMMot mamy: tirlit.>wli^Wllnida«, atoefof 

brood, or tbe bekdof oaonittpl, soU Ibr m ■pmctVgMl. Mow owiu^esinieht 
be pradowd } t«t it i« the ordinoilil^Wt the wtroOvAnity, Mieet, tbat deterre 

t mowing iimi tciiwn^ ; liticii' nitCp |W«- 

(p.sis. 

089-} wtempti to cKwieiSolbtlw (best. Mid even Stepben of Chortmii u- 


ItWi^diiBpeatQg- .wt^ <«aenB d^ 

^limvx to- ttutli^econr dtonttay^J^j ^y 

&te in sikntdfcsl^r ; 

out efl'ecti^'iad to fiouse tb« 

walk, it' was fcnind tp 1 s^titl«-|o tMk qaaitw. 4 ,. 

For their adlvatiob' and vktoiy^'tlie^ wtiroliadcMad tniflie 


saniie hti^tidkiii ^hkb ledc them to the temk of^t^ilin. 
Ia.sucha«atoa« and in ^sfch aii!’'arto|ry rkioQs^ pjro^ibeqies. 


and tnirwele^ were frequeodand &miliarv : In thadktiffto'df 
Antiochi th«^ were lepea^d with unusual tmei^- ahd success: 
$t Atnhr-Qsoltad assured a piofus wcl«$jaS%, that two yawls 
Of. ^ial must pfwcede the season Qf deliverance and^gtoua? 
the deserters wer«stopi«4 by the presence- and reproaches, of 
Christ himself ; tlm 4ead had promised to arise and cosafaNit 
witb-their brethren ; the Virgin had obtained the pardoitief 
their sins; and their confidence was levived by a visible s%h, 
the seasonable and spl^id discovery of the holt lahcx* 


The policy of their chiefs lias this occasion been admired, 
and nught ' surely be excused ; but a pious fraud is seldom 
produced by ^ cool conspiracy of many perSens; ahd a 
voluntaiy impostor might depend on tlje support of the wise 
and the credulity of ^ {leople. Of the diocese of Mar- 
seilles, there was a priest Ipw cunning and loose maapMP, 
and his name was Peter Bartbolmiiy> ^He presetted hili^f 
at tire door of the council>chatober, to disclose an 
of Sfi Andrew, which' bad been thrice lehmated’ ie^is sleep, 
with a dreadfid menace, if im presumed to suppress themom- 
mands of heaven. At Antioch,” smd tb^ afwtle, 

** the diiurchof my blltber St Peter, aeaf the |^h . altar, is 
" concealed the steel head of tbelanceMhat piereed >^si^ 
** of our Redeemer, . In three dajl^t^t ins^^ 

** naly and now of temporal, salvation, will be mani&^ted to 
, " his dkf^to- %d :. ]^ritiMlfc,in 

*' battte: aUtf^ihattoystm irea^>^i^Uf«Be^^ t^is^^ 

• >'•'( -1, >*■ *. ' ■' '• ’ •• .' 

• See tlte Bro|t»e«i of the creaidie, iOe retMl «f AkUlA |M ei|(e|4'or 
' antteeli, anaf llle'fMaiiert'«es««ihbM[^-^enie'J#d(M^'t%.;*;'St7--9S7. 
Anm enW 'the 

fetise* ’* ' ' ■ *' ' ' ' ' ^ i ' 

T« . 




_ ^ 0 ' HisTORir/4r fa lt/ 

iiiii?cre9.nts.** \ T^Jte pope^s leg^te^^ the bish^p^^W 
to lisUin with coldness ^iid dt^tfii^l hot the revela- 
tion wi^ eagerly accepted % count Ra^ihond; whorh 
feidiful subject, in the name of the apostle, hj&id chosen for 
the guardian of the holy lance. The experiment was re^ 
solved j ar\d on the third day, after a due preparation of 
ptayel* And fasting, the priest of Marwseilles introduced twelve 
tjpStjf spectators, among whom were the count and his chap- 
J^n; and the church- doors were barred against the impetu- 
.ous Multitude. The ground was opened in the appointed 
place ; bi^t the workmen, who relieved each other, dug to the 
depth of twelve feet without discovering the object of their 
search* In the ev^ing, when count RaylHiond had wdthdfawp 
^o his post, and the weary assistants began to murmur, Bar- 
tholemy, in his shirt, and without his shoes, boldly desdend- 
into the pit ; the darkness of the hour and of the place 
enabled him to secrete and deposit the head of a Saracen 
lance; and the first sound, the fiist gleam, of the steel was 
saluted with a devout rapture. The holy lance was drawn 
from its recess, wrapt in a veil of silk and gold, and exposed 


to the veneration of the cnisaders; their anxious suspense 
burst forth in a general shout of joy and hope, and the des- 
ponding troops were again inflamed wdch the enthusiasm of 
valour. Whatever had been the arts, and whatever might be 
the sentiments of the chiefs, they Wilfully improved this for- 
tunate revolution by every aid that discipline and devotion 
couW afford. The soldiers were dismissed to their quarters 
with ani|ojunction to fortify their minds and bodies for the 


approaching conflict, freely to bestow their last pittance on 
thenHselves and their horses, and to expect with the dawn of 
day the signal of victory. . On the ||stival of St. Peter and 
S(^ Paul, the gales ^ Antioch were mroWn open ; a martial 
p^Inv ** Let the Lord arise, and let his enemies be scat- 
terod!” Was cliaunted by a procession of priests and monks: 
tW battle aiYay w^as marshalled in twelve div&ions, in honour 
of the twelve apostles ; and the holy lAnce, abt^eiifee of 
Kaymohd, was entrusted to the hands of his chiptplaln, The. 
influenqe of this reliq or trophy was felt by the servants, and 
^ perhaps by tho ;enem of Cfhmf * ; , abd its |p|cnt epergy 


MliWoVnctan dc iow.ii. p. U, p. 95 .) 

^ correct iii his account of lunpe than flic Christians, Anna 



of^ inii?^cUl'^’t^”'comiifes!ronr TKr^ *¥tt%iit^ ‘ 

Clients ''aii<i^‘tfepen(fent" arms, ''dttfer' 
issue^ from the hills : the voice of AtJheihar, 
proclaimed as the inartyrs St, George, St. t!hco<loV^,^i 
St. ]^Iauri^;e; the' tumhlt of battle allowed ho time fdr Sols|i 
and Scrutiny ; 'and the welcome appaHtion ^dsL&lei the ef^Sk 
or the imagination of a fanatic amiy. In the season of dat^ 
ger and triumph^ the revelation of Bartholemy of ifaf;seilles 
was unanimously asserted ; but as soon as the tempohiry Ser- 
vice was accomplished, the personal dignity and lib^f alhli 
which the count of Thpulouse derived from int ciistddy df 
the holy lance, pro^^oked the envy, and aWkehed tile reasbh> 


of his rifals. A Norman clerk presumed to sift^ with a"phi^ 
losophic spirit, the truth of the legend, the circumslaflic^s df 
the discovery, and the character of the prophet ; and thd 
pious Bohemond ascribed their deliverance to the merits and 
intercession of Christ alone. For a while the Provincials 


defended their national palladium with clamours and arms'; 
iind new visions condemned to death and hell the prophatie 
sceptics who presumed to scrutihise the truth and merFt of 


the discovery. The prevalence of incredulity compelled' the 
author to submit his life aud veracity to the judgment of 
God. A pile of dry faggots, four feet high, and fourteen long, 
was erected in the mfdst of the camp ; the flatnes burnt 


fiercely to the elevation of thirty cubits ; and a narrow pkth 
of twelve inches Was left for the perilous trial. Thfe unfor- 
tunate priest of Marseilles traversed * the - fire with dexterity 
and speed; blit his thighs and belly were scorched by the 
intense heat; he expired the next day; and the logic of be- 
lieving minds will pay ||pnie regard to his dyiji^ protestations 
of innocence and truth. Some efforts^^ Were mad'o by the 
Provincials to substitute a cross, arihg, or a'tabernaclej iu’the 
place of the holy lance, which sodh ’ vanished in contem|i| 
and oblivion^;^ 'Yet the revelation of Antioch is gravely 


Comnena ' alia Abaipharag^ms *. tlie Greek princess conl^uitds It i&i^ 

tbe eross0. xL p. 336^ ; tbe Jacobite prl^te, with St.> Peter’s ataff(p. 24®, )i 
♦ The two antagonists who, express lijf most intiii^te k{}Owie<|ge aa4the 
conviction of the >wrac%gina 

and Badiil|diiifi tbc one attached to^thf cohiit. of 

pther to the IN prmitn‘'pi’ificc. Pnlcherins Wk ^ 

fi aiidem et non fraadcih ! and afterwards, liivenit lanc^m, fauariicc'WculUu 
^am forsitaii. The rest of tbe.hcrd are lodd and strenuons. 



HISTORV HF TJBTE |)«CLIK|: At© FALL 

IMitflied by siidcceeding jbislori^ftnft ; ^and siuch is the progreeF 
0t crediflity^ that miracles^ most doubtful OB»4b€-;8pot and at 
tbe will be received with impUcit faith at a cowve- 

luent dtstance of time and ^ace* 

The prudeuce or fortune of the Franks bad delayed their 
Invasion till the decline of the Turkish empire Under the 
smuily government of the three first sultans, the kingdoms of 
Ask were united in peace and justice ; and the innumerable 
lurtnies which they led in person were equal in courage, and 
ittperior in discipline, to the Barbarians of the West# But 
•t the tio^c of the crusade, the inheritance of Malek Shaw 
Waa disputed by his four sons ; their private ambition was 
insensible of the gublic danger; and, in the vicissitudes of 
their fortune, the royal vassals were ignorant, or regardless, 
of Uie true olyect of their allegiance. The twenty-eight 
emirs, who marched with the standard of Kerboga, were his 
rivals or enemies ; their hasty levies were drawn from the 
towns and tents of Mesopotamia and Syria ; and the Turkish 
veterans were employed or comsumed in the civil wars beyond 
the Tigris# The caliph of Egypt embraced this opportunity 
of weakness and discord, to recover bis ancient possessions; 
and his sultan Aphdal besieged Jerusalem and Tyre, expelled 
the children of Ortok, and restored in Palestine the civil and 
ecclesiastical authority of the Fatimites f* They, heard with 
astonishment of the vast armies of Christians that had passed 
from Europe to Asia, and rejoiced in the sieges and battles 
which broke tbe power of the Turks, the adversaries of their 
sect and monarchy. But the same Christians were the ene- 
mies of the prophet ; and "from the overthrow of Nice and 
Antioch, the motive of their enterprise, which was gradually 
understood, would urge them forwards to the banks of tbe 
Jordan, or perhaps^ of the Nile. An intercourse of epistles 
and embassks, which rose and fell with the events of war, 
was maintained between the throne of Cairo and the camp of 
the Latins; and their adverse pride was the result of igno- 
rance and enthusiasm# The ministers of Egypt declared iu 

* See M. de Gulsfoet (tom. ii p. ii p. 223, SiC .) ; and tl»e articles of Barkiarok, 
J\Johamm§d^ Sangtar^ iod^HcrWlot 

t The emir, or toltaii Apbdal, reGoi^ssred Jeruei^lem ond Tyre, A. H* 48 ^ 
(Kenaudot, Hist. Patriarch. Alexandrin# p, 478 , Be Ouif^es, tom. i.p. 349. 
tVom AhttUeda aud Ben Schonnali). Jerusalem ante advc|ilHia T^trUni recu- 
pera\imufj Turcoi ejcciwua, thf putimite ainbtisadCrs. 
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ftti haeghty, or insinuated in a mildcr^r ionei tlmt tliefe jfifim# 
reign/the true and lawful commandt^ of the 
rescued J erusalem from the Turkish yoke ; and ih# 
pilgrims, if they would divide their numbersi and lay 
their arms, should find a safe and hospitable inception at the 
iepulcfare of Jesus. In the belief of their lost condition^ IImI 
caliph Mostali, despised their arms and imprisoned i)mt 
deputies : the conquest and victory of ^^ntioch prompted him 
to solicit those formidable champions with gifts of horses arnl 
silk robes, of vases, and purses of gold and silver; and in bis 
estimate of their merit or power, the first place was assigned 
to Bohemond, and the second to Godfrey. In either fortune 
the answer of the crusaders was firm and ^iform : they dia* 
dained to inquire into the private claims or possessions of the 
followers of Mahomet ; whatsoever was his name or lurtion^ 
the usurper of Jerusalem was their enemy; and instead of 
prescribing the mode and terms of their pilgrimage, it was 
only by a timely surrender of the city and province, their 
sacred right, that he could deserve their alliance, or deprecate 
their impending and irresistible attack’*'# 

Yet this attack, when they were within the view and reach 
of their glorious prize, was suspended above ten monthsafter 
the defeat of Kerboga. The zeal and courage of the crusa*^ 
ders were chilled in the moment of victory : and, instead of 
marching to improve the consternation, they hastily dispersed 
to enjoy the luxury of Syria. The causes of this strange 
delay may be found in the want of strength and subordina- 
tion. In the painful and various service of Antioch, the 
cavalry w^is annihilated ; many thousands of every rank had 
been lost by famine, sickness, and des^jtion : the same abuse 
of plenty had been productive of a third famine ; and the 
alternative of intemperance and distress, had generated a 
pestilence, which swept away above :^fty thousand 'of the 
pilgrims. Few were able to command, and none were 
willing to obey : the domestic feuds, which had been stifled 
by common fear, were again renewed in acts, or at least in 
sentiments, of hostility; the fortune of Baldwm and Bohe« 

* See the tramactions between the caliph of Eg:ypt sad the :Cniisders, in 
WUImm of Tyre (l.ie. c, \,yl c. 19.) and Albert (l.lW. c. 59 ), 

who are more sensible of their importance, than the conte»|iorary writere. 



lyppl 

cous«#f^-i||.i^ii^ and 

in tlm ^ptiBgt#W ' sol- 

-^ipd 'jealou^^y;V4’V^aieened 
€Pglfirla«d^^ the-^4i»ioten€e>/<3if • Aeir cWtfa^Aln tlie 
^pwtj>ipf^ of ; Ais migbtydtest pfp0ifeed^<ifrom 

Anlioc|h 4iboijt;45oi‘ty^tliim8an^^^^^ whom 

than fifteen Inindred horsey ^and tw^entyi" thousand 
ipoty wprp capable of immediate sewiCe. Tbi^r easy mafrdi 
Wias contiis^ed between mount Ilibanus iea^hor^ 

their wanta w^ere liberally guppHdd by the coasting traders of 
Genpa and Pisa ; and tliey :drew large contribution^ifrom tte\ 
cipirs of Tripoli, TyrOf, Sidon, Acre, and Gaesarea^'who grants 
ed a free passage^ and promised to follow the example of 
Jerusalem. From Caesarea they advanced into the midland 
country ; their clerks recogiiised the sacred geography of 
Lydda* Rainla, £maus, .and Bethlem, and as soon as they 
descried the holy city, the crusaders forgot their toils and 
claimed their reward*^ , ^ 

Jerusalem has derived some reputation from the number 
and importance of her memoiiable sieges. It was not till 
after a, long and obstiiiate contest that Babylon and Rome 
could prevail against the obstinacy of the people, the craggy 
ground that miight supersede the necessity of fortifications, 
and the walls and towers that would have fortified the most 
accessible plain d. . These obstacles were diminished in the 
age of tile* crustdCs. bulyrarks ’ ha!d been completely 

destix^^^jf ;and;^piperiw^ restored : the Jews, their nation 
and woT^ip/ vi;pre but nature is lesk 

thahg^ble than mad, and the site of Jerusalem, though some- 
W’hat W.^S, gfiil against 

the '' yBy' the "^xperimee^^ recent 

- .n/;v^ _ . -■' - ' 

* blanks 4»s most accu- 
rately Jutiztreiy to Jcriisflluiii (pc 17*^67.); 

«n ait«bMwi.^’^|^c(a’AunHc, 

t Sef lai.W/v^W'komipposes, 

that ih^‘^au>ish kui|i;|^>«igjiad {irwiMiir a husUlity against 

the ICS t of mankind. ’ 5^ ^^5 , i' v , , . , , ^ • 
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And a three years’ possession, the Saracens of J^pt 
had been taught to discern, and in some degree to reiTO)%# 
the defects of a place, which religion as well as honour 
bade them to resigni Aladin^ or Iftikhar, the caliph’s lieu- 
tenant, Was entrusted with the defence: his policy strove to 
restrain the native Christians by the dread of their own ritin 
and that of the holy sepulchre ; to animate the Moslems by 
the assurance of temporal and eiernUl rewards. His garrison 
is said to have consisted of forty thousand Turks and Ara- 
bians ; and if he could muster twenty thousand of the inhr.bi- 
tants, it must be confessed that the besieged were more 
numerous than the besieging army Had the diminished 
strength and numbers of the Latins allowed them to grasp 
the whole circumference of four thousant/ yards (about two 
English miles and a half+), to what useful purpose should 
they have descended into the valley of Ben Hiinmon and 
torrent of Cedron or approached the precipices of the 
South and East, from whence they had nothing either to 
hope or fear ? Their siege was more reasonably directed 
against the northern and western sides of the City» Godfrey 
of Bouillon erected his standard on the first swell of mount 
Calvary : to the left, as far as St. Stephen’s gate, the line of 
attack was continued by Tancred and the two Roberts; and 
count Raymond established his quarters from the citadel to 
the foot of mount Sion> which was no longer included within 
the precincts of the city. On the fifth clay, the crusaders 
made a general assault^ in the fanatic hope of battering down 


* The lively stepticism of Voltaire id balanced with sense and erudition by 
the French author of the Esprit des Croisadcs (tom. iv. p. 386 *— 383 .), who 
observes, that, according to the Arabians, the inhabitants of Jerusaletn must 
have exceeded 200,000 ; that in the siege of Titus, Josephus collects 1 , 300,000 
Jews ; that they are stated by Tacitus himself at 6oo,ooo ; and that the largest 
defalcation, that his Ciccepimus can justify, will still leave them more numerous 
than the Roman army. ^ ^ 

Maundrell, who diligently perambulated the walls, found a circuit of 4630 
paces, Or 4167 English yards (p. 1 09, 110.); from an authentic plan, d'AoviUe 
concludes a measure nearly similar, of i960 French fowejr (p. 23 — 29.), in his 
Scarce and valuable tract. For the topography of Jerusalem, see Rcland 
(Palestina, tom ii. p, 832 — 860.), 

J Jeiusalem was possessed only of the torrent of Kedroo, dry in summer^ 
and of the little spring oi* brook of Siloe (Reland, tom. i. p. 294. 3po.). Both 
strangers and natives complained of the want of water, which in time of war 
was Studiously aggravated. Within the city, Tacitus mentions a perennial 
fountain, wn aqueduct, and cisterns Sor rain water. The aqueduct was con- 
veyed from the rivulet Tekoe or Etham, which is Rtcewise mentioned hr 
Bohadin (in Vit. Saladio.p. 238 ,). 

Vox,. VIII. U 
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without engines, an4,,o.f scaling them without lad- 
.^8* By thedin|pf' brutal force, they buibt the 6rst harrier, 
but they were driven back w’iih shame and slaughter to the 
camp: the influence of\ vision and prophecy was deadened 
by tlie too^requent abuse of those pious stratagems ; and 
time and labour were found to be the only means of victory. 
Tl^ time of the siege was indeed fulfilled in forty days, but 
they were forty days of calamilj^ and anguish. A repetition 
ht the old complaint of famine may be imputed in soiik^ 
degree to the voracious or disorderly appetite of the PVanks ; 
but the stony soil of Jerusalem is almost destitute of water ; 
the scanty springs and hasty torrents weie dry in the summer 
seasons nor was the ihiist of the besiegers relieved, as in 
the city, by the artificial supply of cisterns and aqueducts. 
The circumjacent country isecjually destitute of trees for the 
uses of shade or building ; but some large beams were dis- 
covered in a cave by the crusaders: a wood near Sichem, 
the enchanted grove of Tasso*, was cut down*, the neces- 
sary timber was transported to the camp by the vigour and 
dexterity of Tancred ; and the engines were framed by some 
Genoese artists, who had fortunately landed in tlie liaibour of 
Jaffa. Two moveable turrets were constiucted at the ex- 
ponce, and in the stations, of the diilce of Lorraine and the 
<^onntof Tiioulouse, and rolled Ibrwards with devout labour, 
not to the most accessible, but to the most neglected, parts of 
the fortification. Raymond’s tower was reduced to ashes by 
the fire of the besieged, butliis colleague was more vigilant 
and successful; the enemies were driven by his archers from 
the rampart; the draw-bridge was letdown ; and on a Fiidav, 
at thiee in the afternoon, the day and hour of the Passion, 
Godfrey of Bouillon stood victorious on the walls of Jerusa- 
lem. His example wasfollowed on every side by the emula- 
tioii*of valour ; ^ud about four hundred and sixty years after 
the conquest of Omar, the holy city was rescued from the 
Mahometan yoke. In the pillage of public and private 
wealth, the adventurers had agreed to respect the exclusive 
property of the first occupant ; and the spoils of the great 
mosque, seventy lamps and massy vases of gold and silver, 

» Gifflrusalcmme Liberata, cmtff xjii. It U pfnaaant enoneli to observe how 
Ta?so has copied aod embellished ttic minutest details of the siege. 
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rew^rdted tlie diligence^ and displayed the generosity of 

A bloody sacnfii^ was o&cred by' hts mis^^ 
votaries to the God o{ the Christians : r^istanee 
voke^ but neither a|;e no/ fex could mollify, their imidaeiple 
rage: they indulged theiliselves three days in a promisctiolis 
inassacre^; aiifl the infection of the dead bodies pi^uced 
an epidemical disease. After seventy thtnisand Moslems 
had been put to the swbrd, and the harmless Jews had been 
burnt in tl>eir synagogue, ilicy could still reserve am altitude 
of captives whom interest or lassitude persuaded them to 
spare. Of these savage herofe of the cross, Tancred, ^lone 
betrayed some sentiments of compassion; yet we may praise 
the more selfish lenity of Raymond, who granted a capitula- 
jt-ion and safe conduct to the garrison of t^e citadel +. The 
holy sepulchre was now free ; and the bloody Victors pre- 
pared to accomplish their vow. Bareheaded and barefoot, 
with contrite hearts, and in an humble posture, they ascend- 
ed the hill of Calvary, amidst the loud anthems of the 
clergy; kissed the stone which had covered the Saviour of the 
world; and bedewed with tears of Joy and penitence the 
monument of their redemption. This union of the fiercest 
and most tender passions has been variously considered by 
two philosophers: by the onej, as easy and natural; by the 
other §, as absurd and incredible. Perhaps it is too rigor- 
ously applied to the same persons and the same hour : the 
example of the virtuous Godfrey awakened the piety of his 
companions; while they cleansed their bodies, they puri€^ 
their minds ; nqr shall I believe that the most ai-dent' in 
slaughter and rapine were the foreHlost in tfie procession to 
the holy sepulchre. 

Eighf days after this memorable event, which pope Urban 

did not live to bear, the Latin chiefs proceeded to the election 

of a king, to guard and govern their conquests in Palestine. 

* * 

♦ BesideR the Latins, who are not ashamed of the mat^acre, see SWaoin 
(Hist. Saracen. p.36d.)f Abulpharagtus (Dyi^ast. S43.)f M. Ovt'^gnea 
(tom. ii. p. ii. p. 99.), from Abeulmahasen. 

t The old tower Psephina> in the middle age# 'Neblosa, waa named CastOllum 
Pisanum, from the patriarch Pnimber^ It is still the citadel, the residence 
of the Tnrkisll. agn, and commands a prospect of #e Dead Judea, and 
Arabia (D'An^tlc, p. IQ — SS*)* Ukewise caued the Toi|er of David^ 

i HiiimO,ia hi« History of England, vol. i p, 311, 3I9« octavo oifition. 

^ Voltaire, in hit »ur TUistoite <5enerale, tw. U. c. 54. p., 345, 346. 

u 3 . • ‘ 
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Hugh the Great, and Ste|>hen of ^hartres had. r^lired with 
some Joss of reputation,^ whicb^ they strove to regaip hy 4 
aecond crusade and an liononrableMdeath, Baldwin , was 
established at Bdessa, and Bohei^bd Antioch : apd iwa 
Roberts, the ^^dukc of Normandy ♦ and the count of Flan-» 
ders, pi‘efei;re^ their fair inherhance in t^e W est to a doubtful 
coihpetition or a barren sceptre. The jealousy and ambition 
of Raymond were condemned by his own followers, and the 
the just, the unanimous voice of the army, proclaimed 
(jodirey of Bouillon the first and most woriliy of the cham- 
pions ^pf Christendom. His magnanimity accepted a trust 
r.s full of danger as of glory ; but in a city where his Saviour 
had been crowned with thorns, the devout pilgiim rejected the 
name and ensigns^^of royalty; and the founder of the king- 
dom of Jerusalem contented himself with the modest title of 
Defender and Baron of the Holy Sepulchre. His govern-* 
ment of a single year+, too short for the public happiness, 
was interrupted in the first fortnight by a summons to the 
field by the approach of the vizir or sultan of Egypt, who 
had been too slow to prevent, but who was impatient to avenge 
the loss of Jerusalem. His total overthrow in the battle of 
Ascalon sealed the establishment of the Latins in Syria, and 
signalised the valour of the French princes, who in this 
action bade a long farewel to the holy wars. Some glory 
fifiightbe derived from the prodigious inequality of numbers, 
though I shall not count the myriads of horse and foot on the 
♦i^of the Faliraites; but, except three thousand Ethiopians 
jbr blacks, who were armed with flails, or scourges of iron, 
the Barbarians of the South fled on the first onset, and 
afforded a pleasing comparison between the active valour of 
the Tuiks and the sloth and effeminacy of the natives of 
Egypt. After suspending before the holy sepulclire the 
sword and standard the sultan, the new king (he deserves 
the titl^ embiaced his departing companions, and could 
jptain oply with ihp gallant Tancred three hundred knights, 

t The ascribe to Robert of NormrB<^y, and the . Provincials to 

Tlaytiioiul of TboiilousCi the of refusing the ci own ; but the honest voice 
of tidcUlion has preserved the merOe rv of ambition and iteVenge (Villebiir- 
floinn. No. 136.) of the count of St. Giles. He died at the, siege of Tripoli, 
wliK'b was possessed hy his descendants. 

t Ste the election, theha'tle of Ascalon, ^c. in William of Tyre, U ix.c. 1— 
12. and in ^he ooncluln^ii^ thji; Latin liistoriaus of the firff crusade. 
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andiwo thousand foot-soldiers, for the defence c>f i^alestjpe^ 
Hisi^overeij^nty was sooP attacked by a new enemy, the o^!jr„. 
one against whom Godfrey ;wasa coward/"'' Ad hemar,bishl»^^^^^ 
of Puy, who excelled both In council and action, haS beeti 
swept away in the last plague of Antioch : the remaining 
ecclesiastics preserved only the pride and avarice of their 
character; and their seditious clamours had required 
the choice of a bishop should precede that of a king. They 
revenue and jurisdiction of the lawful patriarch were usurped 
by the I^atin clergy : the exclusion of the Greeks and Syrians 
wa5 justified by the reproach of heresy or schism*: and, 
under the iron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental Chris- 
tians regretted the tolerating government of the Arabian 
caliphs. Daimberr, archbishop of Pisa,*^ had long been 
trained in the secret policy of Rome : he brought a fleet of 
his countrymen to the succour of the Holy Land, and was 
installed, without a competitor, the spiritual and temporal 
Lead of the church. The new patriarch f immediately 
grasped the sceptre which had been acquired by the toil and 
blood of the victorious pilgrims; and both Godfrey and 
Bohemond submitted to receive at his hands the investiture 
of their feudal possessions. Nor was this sufficient; Daim- 
bert claimed tlie immediate property of Jerusalem and Jaffa : 
instead of a firm and generous refusal, the hero negotiated 
with the priest ; a quarter of either city was ceded to tho 
church ; and the modest bishop was satisfied with an even- 
tual reversion of the rest, on the death of Godfrey without^ 
children, or on the future acquisitioQ of a new seat at Cairo 
or Damascus. 

Without this indulgence, the conqueror would have almost 
been stripped of his infant kingdom, which consisted only of 
Jerusalem and Jaffa, with about twenty villages and towns 
of the adjacent country J. Within this^jaarrow verge, the 
Mahometans were still lodged in some impregnable chiles; 
and the husbandman, the trader, and the pilgrims, were 

^ Kenaudot, Hist. Patriarch. Alex. p. 4^9. 

t See the claims of the patriarch l5aimbert, in Williinn of Tyre (1. ix. c. 15 
—18. x. 4. 7. 9.)^iRrbo asserts with marvellous candour ij^e iiidependeacc of the 
conquerors and kin^ of Jerusalem. K 

i WilUeliD. 'Tyr. I. x. 19, The Hi^oria HierosOlymimaidif^^olins a Vitrv 
aco (1. 1. c. Sl— 50.), and the Secreta Fidelium Cruci% of Mannas Sanutus 
(). ill. p. i.), describe the ^ate and conquests of the JLatiu kingdom of Jcrusnleui 
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Jl^xpo^ daily and domestic hcj^tilityti % the af^s af 
J^odfrey himself^ and the two Baldwins^ hbrbrother ai>4 
^^coosin, who sucd^ed^d to the throii^;tbe Latins breathed 
with more ease and safety | and at length they equalled, in 
the extent of their dominiotis, though ncSt in the millions of 
their subjects, the ancient princes otV Judah and Israel 
the veduGtion of the maritime cities of Laodicca, Tri- 
pqii>^Tyre, and Ascalon f, which were poweFfully assisted by 
theileets of Venice, Genoa, and Pisa, and even of Flanders 
and Norway J, the range of sea-coast from Scanderoon to 
the borders of Egypt was possessed by the Christian pU-^ 
grims, ii' the prince of Antioch disclaimed his supremacy, 
the counts of Edessa and Tripoli owned themselves ilio 
rassalsof the kibg of Jerusalem: the Latins reigned beyond 
the Euphrates ; and the four cities of Hems, Hamah, Damas- 
cus and Aleppo, were the only relics of the Mahometan con- 
quests in Syria The laws and language, the manners and 
titles, of the French nation and Latin church, were iixtrodu-» 
ced into these transmarine colonies* According to the feudal 
jurisprudence, the principal states and subordinate baronies 
descended in the line of male and female succession || ; but 
the cbildien of the first conquerors a motley and degene • 

* Ap actual ujustcr, not including the tribes of Levi and Benjamin, gave 
David an army of 1,300,000, or 1,574,000 tighting men; which, with the 
addition of women, children and slaves, may imply a population of thu tw en 
millioiis, in a country sixty longues in length, and thirty broad I'he honest 
ttnd rational Le Clerc (Comment, on 2d Samuel xxiv. and jst ChroiMcles xxi.) 

angusto in Hmite, and mutiefe his suspicion of a false transcript *, a 
dancrerous suspicion ! 

*!• These sieges are relate^ each in its proper place, in tli« great history of 
Williara of Tyre, from the ixth to the xviiith book, and more briefly told by 
Bernardos Thesauravius (de Acquisition© Terrae Sanct®, c. 89 — 93. p 732—* 
740. Some domestic facts are, celebrated in the Chronicles of Pisa, Genoa, 

’ iuid Venice, in the vitb, ixth, and xiith tomes of Muratori. 

t Quidam populus de insulis occidentis egressus, et niuxime de eft parte quae 
Korvegia dicitur. William of Tyre (1. xi. c. 14. p. 804.) markvS their comse 
per Britaiinicum mare et Calpen to the siege of Sidon. 

^ Biyiolatbir, ap\ul dff Guignes, Hist.dcs Htitis, tom. ii. part. u. p. l.'HO, 15 1 
A. I>. 1 127. He must speak of ihc inland country, 

|] Sauut VC17 sensibly descants on the mischiefs of female succession, in a 
land, hostihus circurndata, nbi ©unrta virilia et virtoosa esse deheient. Yet, at 
the summons, and with the approbation, of her iendal lord, a noldedamsel ua# 
obliged to choose a huslund and champion (Assises de Jci iisalem, c. 242, Ac /. 
See in M. de Giiigties (toin.i. p, 441 — ‘471.) the accurate and useful tables of 
tlirBc dynasties, which are chiefly diawn from the f ignoge^ 

Tbe> were called by derision Pullaviy and name is never 

pronounced with^tn contempt (Du Cange, Gloss Latin: tom. y. p. 5J5. ; and 
Observations siir loinviTle, p. 8i, 85. ; sJacob. h Vitriaco, Hiot* Hiero.sol. 1. 1. 
e. 67 72, j and Sanut, 1. iii. p. mu c. Q. p. 182.). . Illtastrmm viroram<|ui ad 
Terras Sanetie .... libei-ationein fn ipsa mansCrant dCgcuorcB filii . . m 
dclichs enutnti, mollcs t i elfcemihati, Ac. 
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rate race, !Were dissolved by the luxury tbe t}ie 

.nwval of tietv crusaders tom Europe was a daubtful i||>pe 
and a casual event. The service of tke feudal tenii||Pi^ 
was performed by six hu^Hlred ai>d sixty-six knights, wjbo 
might expect ^tbe aid of two hundred more under banner 
of the count of Tripoli; and each knight was attendc^/lo 
the field by four squires or archei* * * § ** s on horseback f. 
thousand and seventy-five serjmnts, most probably foot-s<^j 
diers, were supplied by the churches and cities; anil the 
whole legal militia of the kingdom could not exceed eleven 
thousand men, a slender defence against the surrounding 
myriads of Saracens and Turks J. 

But the firmest bulwark of Jerusalem was founded on the 
knights oF the hospital of St. John §, an*^ of tire temple of 
Solomon II ; on the strange association of a monastic and 
military life, which fanaticism might suggest, but which 
policy must approve. The tlower of the nobility of Europe 
aspired to wear the cross, and to profess the vows of tlicse 
respectable orders ; their spirit and discipline were immoital ; 
and the speedy donation of twenty-eiglit thousand farms, or 
manors^*, enabled them to support a regular force of 
cavalry and infantry, for the defence of Palestine. The 
austerity of the convent soon evaporated in the exercise of 
arms : the world was scandalised by the pride, avarice, and 
coriuption of these Christian soldiers; their claims of immu- 


* This authentic detail is extracted from the Assises de Jerusalem (c. SISM. 
326— 331 .)* iSaijut (1 lu. p. viii. c. i. p. 374 .) reckons only 51 » knights and 
5775 followers. 

t I he sum total, and the division, ascertain the service of the three 
baionies at 100 knights each; and the text of the Assises, which extends 
the numhei* to 500 , can only be justified by this supposition. 

^ Yet On great emergencies (says Sanut) the barons brought a voluntary 
aid; decentem comitivam militumjuxta statuin suum. 

§ William of Tyre (1 xviii, c 3 , 4 , ) relates the ignoble odgin, and early 
insolence, of the Hospitalers, who soon deserted then humble patron, St John 
the Eleemosynary, for the more august cliaracter o^St. John the Baptist (see 
the ineft’ectual struggles of Pagi, Critica, A. D. 1099, No. 14 — J 8 .;. They 
assumed the profession of arms about the year 1120 ; the Hospital wa® rrta/cr; 
the Temple, uUa ; the Teutonic order was founded A. D. 1 190, at the siege of 
Acre (Mosheim, Institut. p. 389,390.). 

II Sje St. Bernard de Laude Novae MiliUec Terapli, composed A. D. 1132 — 
1136, in 0 pp. tom. i p 11 p. 547—563. edit. Mabiiloii, Veiiet 1750. Such hu 
encomium, wiiich is thrown away on the dead Templars, would be highly valued 
by the histoiians of Malta. 

** Matthew Paris, Hist. Major, p. 844 . He aa^signs to the Hospitalevs 
19,000, to the Templars 9,000 ma»}trr^^ a word of ifihch higher import (as Du 
Cange has rightly observed) in the English than iu the French idiom. Manor 
is a lordship, manoir'A dweilinf . 
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Tiky and jurisdiction disturbed the hannpnj of, the chntch 
iad state; and the pulilic peace was endangered by then* 
Jealous emulation. But in their most dissolute period, the 
Icnights of the hospital and temple maipt;ain^<l their fearless 
and fanatic character! they neglected to live, but tliey were 
prepared to die> in the service of Christ ; and the spirit of^ 
Obivalry , the parent and offspring of the crusades, has been 
iran^piShted by this institution front the holy sepulchre to the 
isil of Malta 

The spirit of freedoiii, which pervades the feudal institu 
tlons, was felt in its strongest energy by the volunteers of the 
cross, who elected for their chief the most deserving of his 
peers. Amidst the slaves of Asia, unconscious of the lesson 
or example^ a mi^el of political liberty was introduced : and 
the laws of the French kingdom are derived from the purest 
source of equality and justice. Of such laws, the first and 
indispensable condition is the assent of those, whose obedi- 
ence they require, and for whose benefit they are designed. 
No sooner had Godfrey of Bouillon accepted the office of 
supreme magistrate, than he solicited the public and private 
advice of the Latin pilgrims, who were the best skilled in the 
statutes and customs of Europe. From these materials, with 
the council and approbation of the patriarch and barons, of 
the clergy and laity, Godfrey composed the assise of Jeruh 
SALEM f, a precious nionument of feudal jurisprudence. 
The new code, attested by the seals of the king, the patri- 

{ rch, and the viscount of Jerusalem, was deposited in the 
oly sepulchre, enriched with the improvements of succeed- 
ing times, and respectfully consulted as often as any doubt- 
ful question arose in the tribunals of Palestine. With the 
kingdom and city, all was lost the fragments of the writ- 

* In the three fiist books of the Histoirc des Chevaliers de Malthe, pdr 
TAbb^ d^ Vertot, the r^der may amuSe himself with a fail*, and sometimes 
flattering, picture of the order, while it was employed for the defence of Pales- 
tine. The subsequent books pursue their emif^rations to Rhodes and Malta. 

The At^sises.de Jerusalem; in old Law- French, were printed with Bean- 
inaaoirs Coutumes de Beauvoisis (Bourges and Paris, 1690, in folio), and 
illustrated by Gaspard lhaumas de la Tbaninassiere, with a comment and 
glossary. ' An Italian veision had been published in 1535 , at Venice, for the 
use of the kingdom of Cyprus. 

^ A la terre perdue, tout fut perdh. Is the vigorous expression of the Assign 
(c Yet Jerusalem capitulated with Saladin; the queen and the prin- 

cipal Christians departed in peace; and a code so precious and so portable 
could not provoke the avarice of the conquerors. I have sometimes suspected 
the existence of this original copy of the Holy {Sepulchre, which might be 
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t^li law were preserved by jealous tradition ♦ and variable 
practice till the middle of the thirteenth century : the code 
was restored by the pen of John d^Ibelin, count of Jaffa, dH© 
of the principal feudatories f ; ’and the final revision was 
accomplished in the year thirteen hundred and sixty«nine> 
for the use of the Latin kingdom of Cyprus 
The justice and freedom of ihe constitution Were main-^ 
tained by two tribunals of unequal dignity, which were instil 
tuted by Godfrey of Bouillon after the conquest of Jerusa- 
lem. The king, in person, presided in the upper-court, the 
court of the barons. Of these the four most conspicuous 
were the prince of Galilee, the lord of Sidon and Caesarea, 
and the counts of Jaffa and Tripoli, who, perhaps with the 
constable and marshall §, were in a special manner the com- 
peers and judges of each other. But all the nobles, who 
held their lands immediately of the crown, were entitled and 
bound to attend the king’s court-; and each baron exercised 
a similar jurisdiction in the subordinate assemblies of his 
own feudatories. The connexion of lord and vassal was 
honourable and voluntary : reverence was due to the bene- 
factor, protection to the dependent ; but they mutually 
pledged their faith to each other ; and the obligation on 
either side might be suspended by neglect or dissolved by 
injury. The cognisance of marriages and testaments was 
blended with religion, and usurped by the clergy ; but the 
civil and criminal causes of the nobles, the inheritance und^ 
tenure of their fiefs, formed the proper occupation of the 
supreme court. Each member was the judge and guardian 


invented to sanctify and authenticate the traditionary customs of the French 
in Palestine. 

♦ A noble lawyer, Raoul dc Tabaric, denied the prayer of kii^ Amauri 
(A. D. 1196 — 1205 ), that he would commit his knowledge to writing; and 
frankly declmed, que de ce qu'il savoit nc feroit-il ja nul borjoiB son pareill, nc 
null sage homme lettr6 (c. SSI.). 

t The compiler of this work, Jean dTbelin, was count of Jaffa and As^alon, 
lord of Barath (Berytus) and Raines, and died A. P. 1866. (Sanut, 1. iii. p. ii. 
c. 5 . 8 ). The family of Ibelin, which descended from a younger brother of a 
count of Chartres in France^ long flourishj^d in Palestine and Cyprus (see the 
liignages de dc- 9 a Mei, or d’Outremer, c. 6. at the end of the Assises de Jeru< 
falem, an original hook, which records the pedigrees of the French adven- 
turers. 

% By sixteen commissioners chosen in the states of tlni island : the work was 
finished the ad of November, 1369, staled with four sea% and deposited in the 
cathedral of Nicosia (sec the prefhee the Assises;. 

^ The cautions John d'lhelin argues, rather than afiirms, that Trtpoly h 
the fourth barony, and expresses some doubt concerninl^ ibc rijht or ^ctea* 
lion '^f the constable and marshal (c. 323.). 

^VovVin. X 
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bath of public and private rights. It tvas his duty to assett 
with his tongue and sword the lawful claims of the lord J 
but if an unjust superior piesuined to violate the freedom or 
property of a vassal, the confederate piSers stood forth to 
maintain his quarrel by word and deed. They boldly affirmed 
ids innocenee and his wrongs ; demanded the restitution of 
his liberty of liis lands ; su»pended> after a fruitless demand, 
tlieir own service ; rescued tlieir brother from prison ; and 
employed every weapon in his defence, without offering 
direct violence to the person of their lord, which was ever 
sacred in their eyes In their pleadings> replies, and 
rejoinders, the advocates of the court were subtile and copi-^ 
ous; but the us^of argument and evidence w^as often super- 
seded by judicial combat ; and the Assise of Jerusalem 
admits in many cases this barbarous institution, which has 
been slowly aliolished by the laws and manners of Europe. 

The trial by battle was established in all criminal cases, 
which affected the life, or limb, or honour, of any person ; 
and in all civil transactions, of or above the value of one 
mark of silver. It appears, that in criminal cases the com- 
bat was the privilege of the accuser, who, except in a charge 
of treason, avenged liis personal injury, or the death of 
those persons whom be had a right to represent; but where- 
ever, from the nature of the charge, testimony could be 
obtiu’ncd, it was necessary for him to produce witnesses of 
the fact. In civil cases, the combat was not allow^ed as the 
means of establishing the claim of the demandant ; but be 
was obliged to produce witnesses wlio had, or assumed to 
have, knowledge of the fact. The combat \vas then the pri- 
vilege of the defendant ; because he charged the witness with 
an attempt by peijury to take away his right. He came 
therefore to be in the same situation as the appellant in crimi- 
nal cases. It was^liot then as a mode of proof that the com- 
bat was received, nor as making negative evidence vuccording 
to the supposition of Montesquieu f) ; but in every case the 

♦ Efitre seignor et homme ne n'a qne la foi ; . . , mais taiit qwe rhomme 

doit a aoii acigiior re>'€rcnee <en toutei) cUoaes (c <206 ). Tous Icb hommes dudit 
royaumii sont par la ditc Asstse tenas les uus as autre s . . . . et rn cellc 
iii.iiuere que le seigiior mette mam ou fari^ mettre au cm« ou au d'aucun 
il’yauB sans eapilrd ft sans coniioissanr# de court, que lous les antres doivent 

iiir devaiit le seit^uor, &C. (212.). The foimof their remonstrances is co«- 
with the noble simplicity of freedom. 

^ -See rjlisprit d<‘!» Loix, 1. xxTiii In the forty years sinre its publication, 
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tight to offer battle was founded on the right to pursue by 
anus the redress of an injury; and the judicial combat lylis 
fought on the same principle, and with the same spirit, a 
private duel, Chappions were only allowed to women, and 
to men maimed or past tl^e age of sixty. The consequence 
of a defeat was death to the.person accused, or to the cham- 
pion or witness, as well as to the accuser himself ; but 
civil cases, the demandant was punished with infamy and the 
loss of his suit, while his witness and champion suffered an 
ignominious death. In many cases it was in the option of 
the judge to award or to refuse the combat : but two are spe- 
cified, in which it was the inevitable result of the challenge; 
if a faithful vassal gave the lie to his compeer, who unjustly 
claimed any portion of their lord’s demesnes^; or if an unsuc- 
cessful suitor presumed to impeach the judgment and veracit}^ 
of the court. He might impeach them, but,the terms were 
severe and perilous: in the same day he successively fought 
qU the members of the tribunal, even those who had been 
absent: a single defeat was followed by death and infamy; 
and where none could hope for victory, it is highly probable 
that none would adventure the trial. In tlie Assise of Jeru- 
salem, the legal subtlety of the count of Jaffa is more lauda- 
bly employed to elude, than to facilitate, the judicial combat, 
which he derives from a principle of honour rather than of 
superstition 

Among the causes which enfranchised the plebeians from 
the yoke of feudal tyranny, the institution of cities and cor- 
porations is one of the most powerful ; and if those of Pales^ 
tine are coeval t)ie first crusade, they may be ranked 
with the most ancient of the Latin world. Many of the pil- 
grims bad escaped from their lords under die banner of the 
cross; and it was the policy" of the French princes to tempt 
their stay by the assurance of the rights and privilejges of 
fieemen- |t is expressly deplared in the Assise of Jerusa- 
lem, that after instituting, for his knights and barons, the 
court of Peers, in which hp presided himself, Godfrey of 

no work lias been more reaji and criticised; and the spirit of inquiry which it 
has excited, is not the least of our obligations to the author. 

♦ For the intelligence of this obscure and obsolete jurisprudence (c. Bo- 
ll l.), I am deeply indebted to the friendship of a learned lord, who, with an 
arciirate and discei'ning eye, has surveyed the philosophic history of law. Ry 
1ms studies, posterity might be enriched : the merit of the orator and the judge 
can b&/elt only by his contemporaries. 
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Bouillon established a second tribunal, in which his person 
was represented by his viscount. The jurisdiction of ^his 
inferior court extended over the burgesses of the kingdom; 
and it was composed of a select number of the most discreet 
and worthy citizens, who were sworn to judge, according to 
the laws, of the actions and fortunes of their equals*. In 
the conquest and settlement of new cities, the example of 
Jerjiidalein was imitated by the kings and their great vassals ; 
and above thirty . similar corporations were founded before 
the loss of the Holy Land* Another class of subjects, the 
Syrians ti or Oriental Christians, were oppressed by the zeal 
©f the clergy, and protected by the toleration of the state. 
Godfrey listened to their reasonable prayer, tliat they might 
be judged by their own national laws. A third court was 
instituted for their use, of limited and domestic jurisdiction ; 
the sworn members were Syrians, in blood, language, and 
religion ; but the office of the president (in Arabic, of the 
rais) was sometimes exercised by the viscount of the city# 
At an immeasurable distance below the nobles^ the burgesses, 
and the strangers, the Assise of Jerusalem condescends to 
mention the villains and slaves, the peasants of the land 
and the captives of war, who were almost equally considered 
as the objects of property. The relief or protection of these 
unhappy men was not esteemed worthy of the care of the 
legislator; but he'* diligently provides for the recovery, 
though not indeed for the punishment, of the fugitives. 
Like hounds, or hawks, who had strayed from the lawful 
owner, they might be lost and claimed: the slave and 
falcon were of the same value ; but three ^aves, or twelve 
oxen, were acctimulated to equal the price of the war-horse ; 
and a sum of thiee hundred pieces of gold was fixed, in the 
age of chivalry, as the equivalent of the more noble animal 

c 

* Lptfli} ]« Gros, who is considered as the father of this institution in France, 
did not begin his reign till nine years (A D. i les) nfter Godfrey of Bouillon 
(Assises, c. 2.324.). For its origin and effects, see the judicious remarks of 
Dr. Robertson (History of Charles V, vol. i. p. 251—265. quarto 

edition). 

t Every reader conversant with the historians of the crusades, will under- 
slant! l>y the people des Suriens, the Oriental Christians, Melchites, Jacobites, 
or Nestorians, who had ail adopted the use pf the Arabic language (vol. iv. 

p. 

X See the Assises de Jerusalem (310, qii, 312.). These laws were enacted 
as bite us the year 1350, in the kingdom of Cyprus* In the same century, in 
the reign of Edward 1. 1 understand, from a late publication (of his Book of 
"Account) that the price of a wai -horse was not less exorbitant in England, 
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, CHAP. LIX. 

Preservation of the Greek Empire-^NumberSf Passages, and 
Event, of the fiecond and Third Crusades, Bernard, 
— Reign of Saladin in Egypt and Syria. —^Ilis Conquest 
of Jerusalem.— Naval Crusades.— Richard the Fiht ef 
England.— Pope Innocent the Third; and the Fourth and 
Fifth Crusades. — The Emperor Frederic the Second.— 
Louis the Ninth of France ; and the two last Crusades*^ 
Expulsion of the Latins or Franks by the jSlamelukes. 

0 

I N a style less grave than that of history, I should {>ferhapd 
Compare the emperor Alexius* to thejackall, who is said to 
follow the steps, and to devour the leavings, of the lion. 
Whatever had been his fears and toils in tlie passage of the 
first crusade, they were amply recompensed by the subse- 
quent benefits which he derived from the exploits of the 
Franks* His dexterity and vigilance secured their first con- 
quest of Nice; and from this threatening station the Turk^ 
were compelled to evacuate the neighbourhood of Constan-* 
tinople. While the crusaders, with blind valour, advanced 
into the midland countries of Asia, the crafty Greek im-i 
proved the favourable occasion when the emirs of tjie sea- 
coast were recalled to the standard of the sultan. , The Turks 
Were driven from the isles of Rhodes and Chios : the cities of 
Ephesus and Smyrna, of Sardes, Philadelphia, and Laodicea^ 
were restored to the empire, which Alexius enlarged from 
the Hellespont to the banks pf the Mseander, and the rocky 
shores of Pampbylia. The churches resumed their splen- 
dour; the towns werei rebuilt and fortiQed ; and the desert 
country was peopled with colonies of Christians, w'tio were 
gently removed from the mote distant and dangerous fi unlier. 
In these paternal cares, we may forgive Alexius, if he forgot 
the deliverance of the holy sepulchre; but, by the Latins, he 

♦ Anna Comn^'na relates Tier father’s: cmiquests in Asia Minor, Aiexiad, 1. xi, 
p. 3$1 — 1 XIV. p. 419 ; his CiliciaiiMar against Tancred and Bohemond, 
p the wat of Epiius, with tedious prohkity, Kxii, TtUi. p. 345— 

406., the ^eAih of Bohcmond, t. tiv. p, 4 19 . 
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was stigmatized with the foul reproach of ^treason and descr.-^. 
tion. They had sworn fi&lity and obedience l;p his tlirone ; 
but /le had promised to assist their eiiterprise in person, or^ at 
least, with his troops iind treasures: his base retreat dissolved 
their obligatiops jVand the sword, wipcit had been the in- 
strument of their victory, was the pledge and tide of their 
just independence. It does not appear that the emperor 
atten|pted to revive his obsolete claims over the kingdom of 
Jerusalem but the borders of and Syria wefe more 

recent in lik {Possession, and more accessible to his arms. 
The great army of the crusaders was annihilated or dis{X?rsed ; 
the principality of Antioch was left without a head, by the 
surprise and captivity of Bobemond : bis ransom bad op- 
pressed him with ^a heavy debt ; and his Norman followeis 
were insufficient to repel the hostilities of the Greeks 
Turks. In this distress, Bobemond embraced ,a magnanimous 
resolution, of leaving the defence of Antioch to his kinsman, 
the faithful Tancred ; of arming the West against the 
Byzantine empire, and of executing the design which he 
inherited from the lessons and example of his father Guis- 
card. His embarkation was clandestine : and if we may 
credit a tale of the princess Anne, be passed the hostile sea, 
closely secreted in a coffin f. But his reception in France 
was dignified by the public applause, and liis marriage with 
the king’s daughter : his return was glorious, since the bravest 
spirits of the age enlisted under his veteran command ; and 
he repassed the Adriatic at the head of five thousand horse 
and forty thousand ^bot, assembled from the most remote 
climates of Europe The strength of Dqraz^o, and pru- 
dence of Alexius, the progress of famine, and approach of 
winter, eludied his ambitious hopes ; and the venatl confede- 
rates were ^educed from his standard. A treaty of peace § 

♦ The kings of Jerusalem submitted howerer to a nominal dependence, and 
ill the dates of their inscriptions (one is still legible in the church of Bethlem), 
they respectfully placed before their own, the n^me pf the rcighin^ Cmpcro^ 
(Diicange, Dissertations sur Joinville, xxvii. p. 319.]^ " 

f Alina Comnena adds, that to complete the ioiitlit'ion, he was shut up with 
a d^'ad cock : and coodesi ends to wonder how the Barbarian could endure the 
ooiifineinent and putrefaction. This afisurd talc is unknown to the Latins. 

X A^ro in the Byzantine Geography, must mean Biiglaiidf. yet we 

are more credibly informed that oiir Htmcy 1 . wpuld not suffer him to levy any 
tioops m his kingdom (Durance, IN ot ad Al^xiad p. 4 1 ,). 

^ The copy of the treaty (Alexiad, 1 xin. p. 40O— 4 l 6 .) is an ongltial and 
curious piece, which would requne, and might afford, a good map of the prin- 
cipality of Antioch 
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stispetided the fears of the Greeks ; and they were finally 
delivered by the death of an adversary, w^hom neither oaths 
could bind, nor dangers could appal, nor prosperity could 
satiate* His cldldren succeeded to the principality of An- 
tioch ; but the bounaaries were strictly defined, the homage 
w^as clearly stipulated, and the cities of Tarssiijs and Malmistru 
were restored to the Byzantine emperors. Of the coast of 
Anatolia, they possessed the entire circuit from Trebizond to 
the Syrian gates. The SeljuLian iilyifasfy of lioani* v?as 
separated on all sides from the sea and their Musulman 
bietliren.; the power of the sultans was shaken by the victo- 
ries, and even the defeats, of the Franks; and after tlie loss 
of Nice, they removed their throne to Coj^ni or Iconium, an 
obscure and inland town above three huiidred miles from 
Constantinopfe ‘f. Instead of trembling for their capital, 
the Comnenian princes waged an offensive war against the 
Turks, and the first crusade prevented the fall of the declin- 
ing empire* 

In the twelfth century, three great emigrations marched 
by land from the West to the relief of Palestine. The sol- 
diers and pilgrims of Lomi^ardy, France, and Germany, 
were excited by the example and success of the first cru- 
sade Forty-Height years after the deliverance of the holy 
sepulchre, the emperor, and the French king, Conrad the 
thiid, and Louis the seventh, undertook the second crusade 
to support the falling fortunes of the Latins §. A grand 
division of the third crusade was led by the emperor Frede- 


♦ See in the learned work of M. de Guignes (tom ii. part ii ), the history of 
the Scljuki^iis of Iconium, Aleppo, and Damascus, us far as it may be collected 
from the Greeks, Latins, and Arabians. The last are ignoiant or regardless 
bf the affairs of Roum. 

t Iconium IS mentioned as a station by Xenophon, and by Strabo, with the 
ambiguous title of (Cel)aiiu$, torn. ii. p.^21 ). Yet St Paul found 

in that place a multitude of Jews and Gentiles. Under the conupt 

name of Knmjah^ it is described as a great city, with a river and guldens, three 
leagues from the mountadtis, and decorated (I know not why) with Plato’s tomb 
(Abulfeda, tabul. xvU. p. d03. vers. Reiskcj and the Index Gcographicus of 
Schulteiis from Ibn Said.). 

J For this supplement to the first crusade, see Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1. 
xi. p. 331, &c. and the viiith book of Albeit Aqueusis ). 

^ For the-ttecond ciusade of Conrad III. and Lewis VII. see W^iHiam of 
Tyre (1. xvi. c. JI8— 29.), Otlio of Frisiiigen (1. i c. 34—45, 59 ^ )•, Mathew 
Paris (Hist. Major, p. 68.), Struvius (Corpus, Oist Germank'®, p 372 , 373 ). 
ScHptores fterum Francicarum d Duchesne, tona. iv ^ Nicelas, m Vit. Manuel, 
I. i.c. 4, 5,6. p. 41—48.; Ciiiiikmus, I ii. p. 4l — 49. 
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t\Q Barbaross^^ who sympathised with his brothers o# 
Fmnce and England in the common loss of Jerusalem. 
These three expeditions may be compared in their resem- 
blance of the greatness of numbers, their passage through 
the Greek empire, and the nature and ev^ht of their Turkish 
warfare, and a brief parallel may save the repetition of a 
tedious narrative. However splendid it may seem, a regular 
story of the crusades would exhibit the perpetual return of 
the same causes and Effects ; and the frequent attempts for 
the defence or recovery of the Holy Land, would appear so 
many faintand unsuccessful copies of the original. 

I. Of the swarms that so closely trod in the footsteps of 
the first pilgrim^ the chiefs were equal in rank, though 
unequal in fame and merit, to Godfrey of Bouillon and his 
fellow adventurers. At their head were displayed thef 
banners of the dukes of Burgundy, Bavaria, and Aquitain : 
the first a descendant of Hugh Capet, the second a father of’ 
the Brunswick line ; the archbishop of Milan, a temporal 
prince, transported, for the benefit of the Turks, the treasures 
and ornaments of his church and palace; and the veteran 
crusaders, Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartres, returned 
to consummate their unfinished vow. The huge and dis- 
orderly bodies of their followers moved forwards in two 
columns ; and if the first consisted of two hundred and 
sixt:y thousand persons, the second might possibly amount to 
sixty thousand horse, and one hundred thousand foot f. The 
armies of the second crusade might have claimed the conquest 
of Asia : the nobles of France and Germany were animated 
by the presence of their sovereigns ; and both the rank 
and personal characters of Conrad and Louis, gave a dignity 
to their cause, and a discipline to their force, which might b«; 
vainly expected from tlie feudatory chiefs. ^ The cavalry of 
the ernpf^ror, and that of the king, was each composed of 
seventy thousand knights and their immediate attendants in 

* For the third Crusade, of Frederic Barbarotsa, »ee Nicetaa in Isaac, 

1. ii. c 3—8. p. 257 — sGt) Strov. j^rpws. Hist. Germ. p. 4l4.), and 
two histonans, who probably weie Tag^ino (in SCriptor. Fisher, 

tom i. p. 4 o 6— n6. edit. Struv.), ttnd wAnonymous de £vpeditioDe,Asiatic&. 
Fied I. (in Cunisii, Antiq. Lection. t<$i:Tu. p. ii. p. 498 — 52o. edit. Bosnage). 

t Anne, who states these later swarms at 40,000 horse, and 100,000 foot, 
mils them Normans, and places at their herfd two brothm of Flanders. Tbo 
GwcUs were strangelv ignoraqt of the names, families and possessions offhe 
Latin pi ince^>. 
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the field ^ ; and if the liglit-armed troops, the peasant in&n- 
try^ the .women and children, the priests and monks, be 
rigorously excluded, the full account will scarcely be satisfied 
with four hundred tliousand souls. The West, from Rome 
to Britain, was call^ into action ; the kings of Poland and 
Bohemia obeyed the summons of Conrad; and it is affirmed, 
by the Greel^s and Latins, tliat in the passage of a streight or 
river, the Byzantine agents, after a tale of nine hundred 
thousand, desisted from the endless and formidable com pu« 
tationt* In the third crusade, as the French and English 
preferred the navigation of the Mediterranean, the host of 
Frederic Barbarossa, was less numerous. Fifteen thousand 
knighrs, and as many squires, were the flower of the German 
chivalry : sixty thousand horse, and one hifndrcd thousand 
foot, w’ere mustered by the emperor in the plains of Hungaiy ; 
and after such repetitions, we shall no longer be startled at 
the six hundred thousand pilgrims, which credulity has 
ascribed to this last emigration Such extravagant reckon- 
ings prove only the astonishment of contemporaries ; but 
their astonishment most strongly bears testimony to the 
exik^tenceof an enormous though indefinite multitude. The 
Greeks might applaud then* superior knowledge of the arts 
and stratagems of war, but they confessed the strength and 
courage of the French cavalry and the infantry of the 
Germans § ; and the strangers are described as an iron race, of 
gigantic stature, who darted fire from their eyes, and spit 
blood like water on the ground. Under the banners of 

♦ WiUlsUD of Tyre, and Matthew Pa»i«, reckon 70,000 loricatl in each of the 
armieii. 

t Theimperfort enumeration ic mentioned by Ginnamus ( im^KourM 
and conarmed hy Odo de Diogilo apud Pucang^e ad CUiunnium, with ^hc more 
precise sam of 900,556. Why mnst therefore the version and consent sup- 
pose the modest and insnSiciesit reckoning of 90,000? Does noUGodfrey of 
Viterbo (Pantheon, p. xix in Mnratori, tom. vii. p. 462.) exclaim ? 

— — Numerum si poscere quffiras., ♦ 

MiHiamiUena milites agmen erat. 

t This extravagant aceoOftt is given by Albert of Stade (apud Struvium, 
p. 414 ); my calculation is borrowed from Godfrey of Viterbo, Arnold of 
Lqbcck, apudeundem, and Bernard Thesaur. (c. 169 p. 804.). The original 
writers are silent Tito Mahometans gave him 200, 000, or 260,000, men 
(Bohadin, in Vit. Sabidin. p. 1 10.) • 

§ I must observe, that in the second and third crusades, the subjects of 
Conrad and Frederic are styled by the Greeks and Orientals Alamannt. The 
Lcchi and Tzechi of Cinnamua, are the Poles and Bohemians; and it is for the 
Frcneb, that he reserves the ancient appellation of Germans. He likewlae 
names the Bf/lroi, or Bftravvoi. 

VoL. VIIL 


Y 
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Conrad, a troop of females rode in the attitude and armou 
of men ; and the chief of these An^zons, from their gilt 
spurs and buskins, obtained the epiUiet of the Gedden-footed 
Dame* 

11. Tile, numbers and character of the strangers was an 
object of teiTor to the effeminate Greeks, and the sentiment 
of fear is nearly allied to that of hatred. This aversion was 
ffUiapended or softened by the apprehension of the Turkish 
power 5 and the invectives of the latins will not bias our 
more candid belief, that the emperor Alexius dissembled their 
insolence, eluded their hostilities, counselled their rashness, 
and opened to tiieir ardour the road of pilgrimage and con^ 
quest. But when the Turks had been driven from Nice and 
the sea-coast, ^en the Byzantine princes n6 longer dreaded 
the distant sultans of Cogni, they felt with purer indignation 
the free and frequent passage of the western Barbarians, who 
violated the majesty, ami endangered the safety, of the 
empire. The second and third crusades were undertaken 
under the reign of Manuel Comnenus and Isaac Angelus. 
Of the former, the passions were always impetuous, and often 
wplevolent ; and the natural union of a cowardly and a mis* 

. chievoue temper was exemplified in the latter, who, without 
merit or mercy, could punish a tyrant, and occupy his throne. 
It was secretly, and perhaps tacitly, resolved by tlie prince 
and people to destroy, or at least to discourage, the pilgrims, 
by every species of injury and oppression ; and their want of 
prudence and discipline continually afforded the pretence or 
the opportunity. The Western monarchs had stipulated a 
safe passage and fair market in the country of their Christian 
brethren ; the treaty had been ratified by oaths and hostages ; 
Rnd the poorest soldier of Frederic’s army was furnished witli 
three marks of silver to defray his expences on the road. 
But every engagement was violated by treachery and injustice ; 
and the complaints of the latins are attested by the honest 
confession of a Greek historian, who has dared to prefer 
truth to his country Instead of an hospitable reception, 
the gates of the cities, both in Europe and Asia, were closely 
barred against the crusaders ; and Uie scanty^ pittance of food 

Nicetps was & child at the second ci^sade, but in the third be commanded 
Sfcainsl the Franks the important ppi?t of Ph)lippoj[>oUs. Cmnamus k infected 
aith national prejudice and pude. 



M O# fHS ROMAN EMPIRE. 16^ 

was let ddwn in baskets /rotn the walJs. Experilsirce or for®* ^ 
sight might excuse tbls^jtimid jealousy; but the common 
duties of humanity proWhited the mixtu^of chalkt or other 
poisonous ingredients, ih the bread ; and should Manuel be 
acquitted of any foul- connivance, he is guilty of coining base 
money for the purpose of trading with the pilgrims. In 
every step of their march they were stopped or misled : the 
governors had private , orders to fortify the passes and break 
dowi^^ bridges against them : the stragglers were pillage^i 
and mCfll5|(eTed; the soldiers and horses were pierced in the 
woods by arrows from an invisible hand ; the sick were burnt 
in their beds and the dead bodies were hung on gibbets 
along the highways. These injuries exasperated the cham- 
pions of the cross, who w^ere not endowed ^with evangelical 
patience; and the Byzantine princes, who had provoked the 
unequal conflict, promoted the embarkation and march of 
these formidable gueiits. On the verge of the Turkish fron- 
tier Barbarossa spared the guilty Philadelphia rewarded the 
hospitable Laodicea, and deplored the hard necessity that had 
stained his sword with any drops of Christian blood. In 
their intercourse with the monarchs of Germany and 
the pride of the Greeks was exposed to an anxious 
They might boast that on the first interview the seat of Louisi 
was a low stool, beside the throng of Manuel f ; but no sooner 
Ivad the French king transported his ai my beyond the Bos- 
pliorus, than he refused the offer of a second conferende,. 
unless his brother would meet him on equal terms, either on 
the sea or land. With Conrad and Frederic, the ceremonial 
was still nicer and more difficult : like the successors of Con- 
stantine, they styled themselves emperors of the Romans J ; 
and firmly maintained the purity of their title and dignity. 
The first of these representatives of Charlemagne would only 

• The conduct of the Philadelphian! is blamed by Wicetas, while the anony- 
Miott! Grerman atcaaea the rudeaeM of his countiymen (culp^ Qostr&). History 
would he pleasant, if we were embarrassed only by such contradictions. It it 
likewise from Nicetas, that we learn the pious and tiumaue sonov\ of Fredeiic 

•f which Cinnamus translates into Latin by the word XfiTvAioy. 

Ducange works very hard to save his king and country fiom such ignominy 
(sur Joinville, dissertat. xxvii. p. 317 — '320.), Louis afterwards insisted on a 
meetmg ia nMuri ex ft^ue, not ex equo, accoixling to the laugiiable readings of 
tome MSS, 

(.Ego Rotnanorum imperator sum, ille Romauiorum (Anonym. Canit. 

Md.). The public and historical style of the Greeks was • . •princeps^ 

Yet Onnanitts owns, that If«9irf^«Top is synonymous to 
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converse with Mi^nuel on horseback in the open fieltf ; the 
second; by passing the Hellespont rather than the Bosphorus, 
declined the view of Constantinople and its sovereign. An 
emperor, who bad been crowded at Rome, was reduced in 
the Greek epistles to the liumbie appellation of Rex, or prince 
of the Aletnanni ; and the vain and feeble Angelus affected 
to J>e ignorant of the name of one of the greatest men and 
HK^nirctis of the age. While they viewed with hatred and 
snSpllioti the Latin pilgrims, the Greek emperors inaih|ained 
a strict, though secret, alliance with the Furks and Saiucens. 
Isaac Angelus complained, that by his friendship for the 
great Saladin he had incurred the enniity of the Franks ; and 
a mosque was founded at Constantinople for the public 
exercise of the rSfligion of Mahomet 

III The swarms that followed the first crusade, werO 
destroyed ia Ariatplia by famine, pestilence, and the I’urkish 
arrows: and the princes only escaped wMtli some squadrons^ 
of horse to accomplisli their lamentable pilgrimage. A just 
opinion may be formed of their knowledge and humanity ; 
of their knowledge from the design of subduing Persia and 
ClK>rasan in their way to Jerusalem ; of their liumanity, from 
the massacre of the Christian people, a friendly city, who 
came out to meet them with palms and crosses in their hands. 
The arms of Conrad and Louis were less cruel and impru-* 
dent ; but the event of the second crusade was still more 
ruinous to Christendom ; and the Greek Manuel is accused 
by his own subjects of giving seasonable intelligence to the 
sultan, and treacherous guides to the Latin princes. Instead 
of crushing the common foe, by a double attack at the same 
time but on different sides, the Germans were urged by emu- 
lation, and tlie French were retarded by jealousy. Louis had 
scarcely passed the Bosphorus when he was met by the 
returning emperor,^ who had lost the greatest part of his army 
in glorious, but unsuccessful, actions on the banks of the 
Maeander. The contrast of the pomp of his rival hastened 
the retreat of Conrad : the desertion of his independent 
vassals reduced him to his hereditary troops ; and he borrowed 
pome Greek vessels to execute by sea the pilgrimage of Pales- 


, ♦ lu the Epistles Innocent III. 184 .), Ihc History ofBolimdm 

fp« 129, 130.)| see the views of a pope and a cadhi on this singular toleration. ' 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ‘ IQS 

tine. Without studying the lessons of experience, or the 
nature of war, the king of France advanced through the same 
country to a sitnilar fote* The vanguard, which bore the 
royal banner and the oriflanime of St. Denys*, hid doubled 
their inarch with rash and inconsiderate speed ; and the rear, 
which live king commatided in person, no longer found their 
companions in the evening camp. In darkness and disorder 
they were encompassed, assaulted, and overwhelmed, by the 
innumerable host of Turks, who in the art of war were 
iiiperior to the Christians of the twelfth century. Louis, 
who climbed a tree in the general discomfiture, was saved by 
his own valour and tl^ ignorance of his adversaries; and 
with the dawn of clay he escaped alive, but/ilntost alone, to^ 
the camp of the vanguard. But instead of pursuing his 
expedition by land, he w^as rejoiced to shelter the relics of 
his army m the friendly seaport of Satalia. From thence he 
embarked for Antioch ; but so penurious was the supply of 
Gmek vessels, that they could only afford room for his 
knights and nobles ; and the plebeian crowd of infantry was 
left to perish at the foot of the Pamphylian hills. The 
emperor and the king embraced and wept at Jerusalem; 
their martial trains, the remnant of mighty armies, were 
joined to the Christian powers of Syria, and a fruitless siege 
of Damascus was the final effort of the second crusade. 
Conrad and Louis embarked for Europe with the personal 
fame of piety and courage; but th^ Orientals had braved 
these potent monarchs of the Franks, with whose names and 
xmiitary forces they had been so often threatened f* Fer- 
haps they had still more to fear from the veteran genius of 
Fiederic the first, who in his youth had served in Asia under 
his uncle Conrad. Forty campaigns in Germany and Italy 
had taught Barbarossa to command ; and his soldiers, even 
the i>rinees of the empire, w^ere accustomsd under his reign 
to obey. As soon as he lost sight of Philadelphia and 

* As counts of Vcxin, the kings of Prance weie the vassals and advocates of 
the monastery of St« Denys. The saint's peculiar banner, which they leceivcd 
from the abbot, was of a square form, and a red or j^arning colour. The 
onjiamme appeared at the head of the French armies from the xiith to the 
xrlth century (Duefauf^c sur Jomville, dissert, xviii. p. 244— aG3.). 

“f The onipaal French histones of the second crusade, are the Gesta Ludo- 
Tici Vn« published in the ivtli voluitie of Dv.chesiie'8 Collection. The same 
▼ohtine eootains many oi initial letters of the king, of Su^er his minister, kc» 
the beet docanenfs of authentic history. 
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Laodicea, the last cities of the Greek frontier, he plmged 
into the salt and barren desert, a land (says the btstorian) of 
horror and tribulation *. During twenty days, every step 
of his fainting and sickly march was besieged by the innu- 
merable hords of Turkmans t, whose numbers and fury 
seemed after each defeat to multiply and inflame* The 
emperor continued to struggle and to suflfer ; and such was 
the measure of his calamities, that when he reached the gates 
of Iconium, no more than one thousand knights were able to 
serve on horseback* By a sudden and resolute assault, he 
defeated the guards, and stormed the capital of the sultan X* 
who humbly sued for pardon and peace. The road was now 
open, and Fredej^ic advanced in a career of triumph, till he 
was unfortunately drowned in a petty torrent of Cilicia §• 
The remainder of his Germans was consumed by sickness and 
desertion ; and the emperor's son expired with the greatest 
part of his Swabian vassals at the siege of Acre. Among 
the Latin heroes, Godfrey of Bouillon and Frederic Barbarossa 
alone could atchieve the passage of the lesser Asia ; yet even 
their success was a warning ; and in the last and most expe- 
rienced age of the crusades, every nation preferred the sea to 
the toils and perils of an inland expedition ||. , 

The enthusiasm of the first crusade is a natural and f im- 
ple event, while hope was fresh, danger untried, and enters 
prise congenial to the spirit of the times. But the obstinate 
perseverance of Europe may indeed excite our pity and 
admiration; that no instruction should have been drawn 
from constant and adverse experience ; that the same confi- 
dence should have repeatedly grown from the same failures ; 
that six succeeding generations should have rushed headlong 


* Terram horroris ct feltugfims, temmi aiccani, ates'iiem inanaaenam. 
Anonym. Canis. p. 517. The emphatic language of a anfTerer. 

f («en« inaumera, tyliTeitrii, indomita, pieedone? sine ductore. ^he sultan 
of Cogni might sincerely rejoice in their d^eat. Anonym. Canis. 517, 
t See in the anonymous writer in the collection of Cauisiua, Tagino, and 
Bohadiu (Vit. Saladin. p. 119, 190.), the ambiguous conduct of Kilitige Arslan, 
iultan of Cogni, who hated and feared both Saladin and Frederic. 

§,Tbe desire of comparing two great men, has temptod many writers to 
drown Frederic in the river Cydnus, in which Alexander so imprudently bathed 
(Q. Curt. 1. iii. c. 4, 5.). But, from the march of the emperor, I rather judge, 
that bis Sakph is the Calycadnus, a stream of less fame, but of a longer course. 

II Marinus Sanntus, A. D. 1391, lays it down as a precept, Quod stolus 
Bedesise per terram uuUatenos est duednda. He resolves, by the Dirine.aid, 
the objectioo, or rather exception, of the ilrst crusade (Secrets |jidbiium 
Qrucis, 1, ii. pars ii. c. i. p. 3?.). i 
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down the precipice that was open before them; and chatmen 
of every condition should have staked their public and pri- 
vate fortunes on the desperate adventure of possessing or 
recovering a tomb* stone two thousand miles from their coun- 
try. In a period of two centuries after the council of Cler-^ 
mont, each spring and summer produced a new emigration 
of pilgrim warriors for the defence of the Holy Land ; but 
the seven great armaments or crusades were excited by some 
impending or recent calamity: the nations were moved by 
the authority of their ponUffs, and the example of their 
kings : their zeal was kindled, and their reason was silenced, 
by the voice of their holy orators : and among these, Ber^ 
nard the monk or the saint, may claim tlje most honoura- 
ble place. About eight years before the first conquest of 
Jerusalem, he was born of a noble family in Burgundy; at 
the age of three-and- twenty, he buried himself in the mo- 
nastery of Citeaux, then in the primitive fervour of the insti- 
tution ; at the end of two years he led forth her third colony, 
or daughter^ to the valley of Clairvaux t Champagne ; and 
was content, till the hour of his death, with the humble sta- 
tion of Abbot of his own community. A philosophic age 
has abolished, with too liberal and indiscriminate disdain, 
the honours of these spiritual heroes. The meanest among 
them are distinguished by some energies of the mind ; they 
were at least superior to their votaries and discipks; and in 
the race of superstition, they attained the prize for which 
such numbers contended. In speech, in writing, in action, 
Bernard stood high above his rivals and contemporaries; his 
compositions are not devoid of wit and eloquence ; and he 
seems to have preserved as much reason and humanity as 
may be reconciled with the character of a saint. In a secu- 
lar life, he would have shared the seventh part of a private 


* The authentic inforosiaUoQ of St. Bcntaard mu&t be from hi* 

jfiwn wwiirig§, pnbliidied in a cojrrect editi<w by P 4 re Mahilloii, and reprinted 
at Venice 1750 , *** Y>olu]iies in folio. Whatever friendship could recollect, 
or su}>er8titii0ii could add, is contained in the two lives, by his disciples, in the 
Tith volume ; whatever learnings and criticism could ascertain, may be found 
ia the prefaces Ihe Benedictine editor. 

t Clauranx, sumamed the valley of Absynth, is situate among the woodp 
near Bar sur Aube in Champagne. St Bernard wquld blush at the pomp of the 
church and nsonastery ; he would a|k for the library, and 1 know not whether 
he would be mneh edified by a tun of dOO muids (914 1 7 th hogsheads), which 
almoat jrrvals that of Heidelberg (Melanges Tires d^unc Grande Bibliotbequ^ 
/ tom. p. 10—20.), 
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iDheritance ; by a vow of poverty and penance, by closing 
hi:5 eyes against the visible world by the refusal of all 
ecclesiastical dignities, the abbot of Clairvaux became the 
oracle of Europe, and the founder of one hundred and sixty 
convents. Princes and pontiffs trembled at the freedom of 
his apostolical censures: France, England, and Milan, con- 
sulted and obeyed his judgment in a schism of the church : 
the debt was repaid by the gratitude of Innocent the second } 

f i his successor Eugenius the third was the friend and disci- 
cf the holy Bernard. It was in the proclamation of the 
second crusade that he shone as the missioi-yary and prophet 
of God, who called the nations to the defence of his haly 
sepulchre t* the parliament of Vezelay he spoke before 
the king ; and Louis the seventh, with his nobles, received 
their crosses from his hand. The abbot of Clairvaux theH* 
niarclied to the less easy conquest of the emperor Conrad t 
a phlegmatic people, ignorant of his language, was trans- 
ported V>y the pathetic vehemence of his tone and gesturCwS ; 
and his progress from Constance to Cologne was the triumph 
eloquence and zeal. Bernard applauds his own success in 
the depopulation of Europe ; affirms that cities and castles 
were emptied of their inhabitants; and computes, that only 
one man was left behind for the consolation pf seven 
widows The blind fanatics were desirous of electing hint 
for Iheir general ; but the example of the hermit Peter was 
before his eyes ; and while he assured the crusaders of the 
divine fa%'oar, he prudently declined a military command, in 
which failure atid victory would have been almost equally 
disgraceful to his character Yet, after the calamitous 
event, the abbot of Clairvaux was loudly accused as a false 


♦ The disciplrs of the (Vit. ima, 1. iii, c 2. p 1232. Fit lids, c. l6. 
No. 45« p. 1383 ) reford a niai-vcllons example of his pious apathy. Juxta 
lacuna etioR&.LtfuaauriKnccm totius diei itincre pergens, penitua non attendit aut 
Kc videre non vicht. Cum enira vespere facto de eodem lacti locii colloque- 
rentur, interrogabat cos ubi lacus ille esset j et mirati sunt ^imversi. To ad« 
iniic or despise St Bernard as he ought, the reader, like myself, should hava 
before the windows of his library the beauties of that incomparable landskip. 

t Otho Fnsmg. 1. i. c. 4 Bernard. Epint. 363. ad Fi|^os Orientales. 0pp. 
tom./i. p. 328. Vit iraa, 1. iii. c. 4, tom. vi. p. 1235. 

t ^faudaslis ctobedivi .... maltiplicati sunt super nttfprnm ; Tacuantur 
tu bc's et castella j et jam non inveniunt quern apprehen^ant septem 
muheres unnin virwnv, ^deo ubique viduae vivis remanent viris. Bernard. 
Kpist p 247. We nshst be careful not tOt construe p^rte as a substantive. 

^ Quis ego sum ut disponam acies, ut egrediar a-tc facies armatontm, aut 
quid tain remotum aprofessione mc^ si vires, si peritia, &€. cpist. 25§.4hni. i. 
p. 250 He speaks with contempt of the hermit Peter, \ir quidam, rpist. 36a. 
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prophet, the author of the public and privatfe mourning ; Ids 
enemies exulted, his friends blushed, arid his apolo^ was 
slow and unsatisfactoiy. He justifies his obedience to the 
commands of the pope ; ‘ expatiates on the mysterious ways 
of providence ; imputes the misfortunes of the pilgrims to 
their own sins; and modestly insinuates, that his mis^on 
had been approved by signs and wonders Had the fadt 
been certain, the argument would be decisive ; and his faith*^ 
ful disciples, who enumemte twenty or thirty miracles in a 
day, appeal to the public assemblies of France and Germany, 
in which they were performed +. At the present hour, such 
prodigies will not obtain credit beyond the precincts of Clair- 
vaux ; but in the preternatural t?ures of the blind, the lame, 
and the sick, who were presented to the mfn of God, It is 
impossible for us to ascertain the sepamte shares of accident, 
of fancy, of imposture, and of fiction. 

Omnipotence itself cannot escape the murmurs of its dis- 
cordant votaries; since the same dispenb'ation which was 
applauded as a deliverance in Europe, was deplored, and per- 
haps arraigned, as a calamity in Asia. After the loss of 
Jerusalem, the Syrian fugitives diffused their consternation 
and sorrow : Bagdad mourned in the dust; the cadhi Zeined- 
din of Damascus tore his beard in the caliph’s presence ; and 
the whole divan shed tears at his melancholy tale J. But the 
commanders of the faithful could only weep ; they were 
themselves captives in the hands of the Turks; some tempo-* 
jal power was restored to the last age of the AbbassideS ; but 
their humble ambition was confined to Bagdad and the adja- 
cent province. Their tyrants, the Seljukian sultans, had fol- 
lowed the common law of the Asiatic dynasties, the unceasing 
round of valour, greatness, discord, degeneracy, and decay : 
their spirit and power were unequal to the defence of reli- 
gion; and in his distant realm of Persia, the Christians were 
strangers to the name and the arms of SaSgHfJftWTSst hero 


* Sic d i Clint forsi tan iste, unde scimus qu6d a Domino serino egressus sit? 
Quee signa tu facb ut credamus tibi non est quod ad ista ipserespondeam ^ per* 
cendum rerecuiidiae me®, responde tu pro me, et pio te ipso, secundum quae 
vidisti et audisti, et secundum quod te inspiravent Deus. Consolat. I. ii. c. 1. 
Opp. tom. li. P. 421 — 423. 

See tlie teBtimonies in Vita l^na, 1. iv. c. 5, 6 . Opp. torn. vi. p. 1858— 
1261 . c. 1 — 17 . p. 1 286— 1314 

Abtdmahasen apud de Guigact, Hist, des Huoi, tom. ii. ii. p. p9. 

VoL. VIII. Z 
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of hb race While tlie Allans were involved in the silken 
^ of the^ hararh, the pious task was undertaken by their 
slaves, the Atabefcsf; a Turkish name, which, like the 
Byzantine patricians, may be translated by Father of the 
Piince. AsCansar, a valiant Tmk, had been the favourite of 
Mifck Shaw, from whom he received the piivilcge of stand- 
iihg on tlie right-hand of the throne; but, in the civil wars 
Hhat endued on the monarch’s death, he lost his head and the 
government of Aleppo. His domestic emirs persevered in 
their attachment to his son Zenghi, who proved his fim arms 
against the Franks in the defeat of Antioch: tliirty cam- 
paigns in the service of the Caliph and sultan establislied his 
iinhtary fame; and he wtis invested with the command of 
Mosul, as the obly champion that could avenge the cause of 
the prophet. The public hope was not disappointed : after 
a siege of twenty-five days, he stormed the city of Edessa, 
and recovered from the Franks their conquests l>eyond the 
Euphrates the martial tribes of Cnrdistan were subdued 
by the independent sovereign of Mosul and Aleppo : his sol- 
dicJs were taught to behold the camp as their only country ; 
they trusted to his liberality for their rewards; and their 
Absent families were protected by the vigilance of Zenghi. 
At the head of these veterans, his son Noureddin gradually 
united the Mahometan powers; added the kingdom of 
Damascus to that of Aleppo, and waged a long and success#* 
ful war against the Christians of Syria; he spread his ample 
reign from the Tygris to flie Nile, and the Ahassides rewarded 
their faithful servant with all the titles and prerogatives of 
loyalty. The Latins tliemselves were compelled to own the 
wi&dom and courage, and even the justice and piety, of this 


* So<* his article in the Orientate ef d^IIesrlielot, and de Guignes, 

tom. 11 . P 1 . p. L’30— Such was his valour, thul he M'a* styled the second 
Alcsundcrva^. cxtravaijant love of his subjects, that they piayed 

for tliu sateu a after his diecease. Yet San^iar mig:ht huve been made 
piisoaor by the Franks, as well us by theUzea. He reigned near fifty years 
(A J). 1 103 — 11 52 .), and was a muniticent patron of Persian poetry. 

f See the Cliroiioldgy of the Atabeks of Irak and Syria, in de Guignes, tom. i, 
p 254*, and the reigns of Zene:\u and Noureddin in tlie same Writer (tom ii. 
P n p. 147 — 221 ), V, ho uses the Arabic text of B«uelatkir, Beti Scherttna, and 
Abulfe«la^ the Bibliotheque Orientale, uiidcn* the article® Atabeks and Aon- 
and the Dynasties of Abulpharagius, p. 250— 3ti7. vers. Pocock, 

\ NVilliain of Tyre (1. xvi. c. 4, 5 7.) describes tlie loss of Edessa, and tHt 
death of Zenghi. The corruption of hi^ name into Sanf^uin, afforded the 
I.4itins a toinfoi table allusion to his sanguinary cUai’acter and end, fit sanguine 
l^an^uir.toUntus, 



nt OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE* “V 17t 

iqipliicable adversary In hh life and gOVempliSi? tb^ 
holy warrior revived the ^eaj and simpliqiiy of the 
caliphs. Gold and silk were banished from his palaqe; the 
use of wine from his dominions ; the public revenue was 
scrupulously applied to the public service; and the frugal 
houseliold of Noureddiii was maintained from his legitimate 
share of the spoil which he vested in the. purchase of apri-^ 
vate estate. His favourite Sultana sighed for some female 
object of expence. Alas/’ replied the king> I fear God, 
and am no more than the troj^earer of the Moslems, 
Their property I cannot alienatei; but I still possess three 
shops in the city of Hems: th^e you may take; and 
tliese alone can I bestow/' Hifcliamber of justice was 
the terror of the great and the refuge of fhc poor. Some 
years after the sgltan’j^ deaths MU oppressed subject caUed 
aloud in the streets of Damascus, O Noureddin, Noured*^ 
din, whcie art thou now ? Arise, arise, to pity and protect 
us!'’ A tumult was apprehended^ and a living tyrant 
blushed or trembled at the name of a departed monaigh. 

lly the arms of the Tmks and Franks, the Fatimites had 
been deprived of Syria. In Egypt, the decay of their char* 
racter and inflaenice was still more essential. Yet they were 
still revered as the descendants andsuccessors of the propl’iet ; 
they maintained their invisible state in the palace of Cairo; 
and their persoa'was seldom violated by the profane eyes of 
subjects or strangers. The Eatin ambassadors jr have descri- 
bed their own introduction through a series of gloomy passa- 
ges, and glittering porticoes : the scene was^enlivened by the 
warbling of birds and the murmur of fountains; it was 
enriched by a display of rich furniture, and rare animals ; of 
the Imperial treasures, something was shewn, and much was 
supposed ; and the long order of unfolding doors was guarded 

* Noradiaus (says William of Tyre, 1. xx. 33 ) RiaiinuS noniinii. et fidei 
Christian® persecutor; pnneeps tamen Justus, vafer, providus, et sei,undum 
gentis su® traditipnes religjosus. T© this cathoU'^ witness, we may add the 
primate of Uie Jacobites (Abulpharag. p. 267 ), quo non alter eiat niter regra 
vit® ratioiic niagis laudabih, aut qo» plunbus jus cxperimentis abundaret. 
The true praise of kings is after tbcir death, ami fiom the mouth of their 
enemies. ^ 

t From the ambassador, William of Tyre (1. xix. c. 17, IS.; describes the 
palace of Cairo. In the caliph’s tieasure were found a pearl as large as a 
pigeon’s eg?^j a ruby weighing scveijit^^u Egyptian drams, an emerald a palm 
and a half in length, and many vases of chrystal and porcelain of China 
XHonaudiot, p. 53b.) 

zs 
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by bllack soldiers and dottiestic eunuchs. The sanctuafy of 
the presence chamber, was veiled with a curtain ^ and the 
vizir, who conducted the ambassadors, laid aside his scyme- 
tar, and prostrated himself three times on |he ground ; the 
veil was then removed; and they beheld the commander of 
the faithful, who signified his pleasure to the first slave of the 
throne. But this slave was his master: the vizirs or sultans 
had usurped the supreme administration of Egypt; the 
claims of the rival candidates were decided by arms ; and 
trie name of the most worthy, of the strongest, was inserted 
in the royal patent of command. The factions of Dargham 
^nd Shawer alternately expelled each other from the capital 
and country ; and the weaker side implored the dangerous 
protection of the sultan of Damascus or the king of Jerusa- 
lem, the perpetual enemies of the sect and monarchy of the 
Fatimites. By his arms* and religion, the Turk was most 
formidable ; but the Frank, in an easy direct march, could 
advance from Gaza to the Nile ; while the intermediate situ- 
ation of his realm compelled the troops of Noureddin to 
wheel round the skirts of Arabia, a long and painful circuit, 
Ifhich exposed them to thirst, fatigue, and the burning 
#inds of the desert. The secret zeal and ambition of the 
Turkish prince aspired to reign in Egypt under the name of 
the Abbassides ; but the restoration of the suppliant Shawer 
was the ostensible motive of the first expedition ; and the 
success was entrusted to the emir Sbiracouh, a valiant and 
veteran commander. Dargham was oppressed and slain •, 
but the ingratitu'-le, the jealousy, the just apprehensions, of 
his IT jre fortunate rival, soon provoked him to invite the 
king of Jerusalem to deliver Egypt from his insolent bene- 
factors. To this union, the forces of Shiiacouh were unequal ; 
he relinquished the premature conquest; and the evacuation 
of Betbeis or Pelusium was the condition of bis safe retreat 
As the Turks defiled before the enemy, and their general 
closed the rear, with a vigilant eye, and a battle-axe in his 
hand, a Frank presumed to ask him if he were not afraid of 
an attack ? It is doubtless in your power to begin the attack,’^ 
replied the intrepid emii ; but rest assured, that not one of 
my soldiers will go to paradise till lie has sent an infidel to 
V hejl.*’ His report of tlie ricbes of the land, the effemi- 
nacy of the natives, and the disoiders pf the government, \ 
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revived the hopes of Nouredditi ; the caliph of Bagdad 
applauded the pious design ; and Shiracouh descended into 
Egypt a second time with twelve thousand Turks and eleven 

thousand Arabs,. Yet his forces were still inferior to the 

'1 

confederate armies of the Franks and Saracens: and I can 
discern an unusual degree of military art, in his passage of 
the Nile, bis retreat into Thebais, his masterly evolutions ia 
the battle of Babain, the surprise of Alexandria, and his 
marches and counter-marches in the flats and valley of 
Eg^^pt, from the tropic to the sea. His oondudt was seconded 
by the courage of his troops, and on the eve of action a 
Mamaluke * exclaimed, If we cannot wrest Egypt from 
the Christian dogs, why do we not renounce the honours 
and rewards of the sultan, and retire to labSur with the pea- 
sants, or to spin with the females of the haram V* Yet, 
after all his efforts in the held after the obstinate defence 
of Alexandria:}: by his nephew Saladin, an honourable capi- 
tulation and retreat concluded the second enterprise of 
Shiracouh; and Noureddiri reserved his abilities for a third 
and more propitious occasion. It was soon offered by thfs 
ambition and avarice of Ainalric or Amaury, king of Jerusa-* 
lem, who had imbibed the pernicious maxim, that no fart|i 
should be kept with the enemies of God. A religious war- 
rior, the great master of the hospital, encouraged him to 
proceed ; the emperor of Constantinople, either gave, or 
promised, a fleet to act with the armies of Syria ; and the 
perfidious Christian, unsatisfied with spoil and subsidy, aspi- 
red to the conquest of Egypt. In this emergency, the 
Moslems turned their eyes towards the sultan of Damascus ; 
the vizir, whom clanger encompassed on all sides, yielded to 
their unanimous wishes, and Noureddin seemed to be tempted 
hf the fair offer of one third of the revenue of the kingdom. 


♦ MamluCy pl^r. Mamalic, is defined by Pocock (Prolegom. aT^lbuIpbarag. 
p-7 ), and d’Hcrbelot (p 545.), servum emptitium, seu'qui pretio iiumerato m 
domini' possessionem cedit. They frequently occur in the wars of Sniadin 
(Bohudin, p. 236, &c.) ; and it was only the Uahartie Mamalukes that were 
first introduced into Egypt by his descendants. 

t Jacobus k Vitriaco (p lll6 ) gives the king of Jerusalem no more than 
374 knights. Both the Franks and the Moslems report the superior numbers 
of the enemy ; a diffci ence w hicb may be solved by counting or omitting the 
unwarlike Egyptians. 

J It was the Alexandria of the Arabs, a middle term in extent and riches 
between the period of the Greeks and Romans, and that of the Turks (Savary, 
Lettres sur TEg^pte, tom. i. p. 25 , 26 ). 
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;phe Franks were already at the gates o£ Cairo j but the 
suburbs, the qld city, were burnt on their approach ; they 
weie deceived % an insidious negociation ; and their vessels 
were unable to surmount the harriers of the Nile. They 
piudently declined a contest with the Turks, in the midst of 
an hostile country ; and Amauiy retired into Palestine, with 
tlie shame and reproach that always adheie to unsuccessful 
injustice. After this deliverance, Shiracouh was invested 
with a robe of lionour, which he soon' stained with tli^ blood 
of the iinfoi innate Sliawer. For a while the Turkish emir'! 
condescended to hold the oOlce of vi^:ir; hut this foreign 
conquest precipitated the fall of the Fatimites themselves ; 
i^ud the bloodless change was accomplished hy a message 
and a word. The caliphs had been degraded by riieir own 
weakness and the tyranny of the vizirs : sulyecta 

blushed, when the descendant and successor of the prophet 
presented bis nak^d hand to the rude gripe of a Latin anibas-? 
Kiidor ; they wept when he sent the hair of his wouien^^ a sad 
einbieni of their grief and teiror, to excite the pity of the 
$>phan of Daruasens. By the command of Noureddin, and 
%h^ sentence of the doctois, the holy names of Abubeker, 
Omar, and Oiliman, were solemnly restored: the caliph 
Mosthadi, of Bagdad, was acknowledged in the public pray-? 
ers as the true commander of the faithful ; and the green 
livery of the sons of Ah was exchanged for the black, 
colour of the Abbassides. The last of his race, the caliph 
Adhed, who survived only ten days, expiied in happy ignp^ 
ranee of his fate : his treasures secured the loyalty of the 
soldiers, and silenced the murmurs of the sectaries ; and in 
all subsequent revolutions, Egypt has never departed from 
the orthodox tradition of the Moslems 

The hilly country beyond theTigns is occupied by the pas^ 
toral tribes of the Curds + : a people hardy, strong, savage, 

* For this great revolution of Fi;>pt, see William of Tyre (1. xix. 5, 6 , 7 19 
— r3I. XX. Bphatiin (inVit Saladin, p. 30 -— 39 ), AbuHfeda (in Excerpt. 
Stliultcns, p. 1 — 12 .), d’Hrrbt’lot (Bibliot. Orient, Adhed^ Fathemah^ but very 
inconect), Renauclot (Hist. Patriarch. Alex, p 5^2 — 52r». 5^33—537), Vvrtot 
Hist des Chevaliers de MuUhe, tom. i. p. 141— ribs, in 4 to.), M. de Giiignes 
(toin. b. P. ji p. 185 — 315.). 

t For the seede Guigncs, tom. i.p. 4 i 6 , 4 l 7 .the Index Geographiciis 

of Schultens, and Tavernier, Voyages, p.i p .308, Spp. The Ayoub^tes des- 
cended from the tnhc of th« Hawadispi, one of the noblest ; but astl!e^were 
infected with the heresy pf the Metempsychosis, the orthodox sultans insinu- 
ated, that then* descent was only on the mother’s side, and that their apoebtof 
was a strangt r vho settled among the Curds. 



OF TUB ROMA^ EMPIRE. 1^5 

irtipatient of the yoke, addicted to rapine, and tenacious of 
the government of their national chiefs. resemblance 
of name, situation, and manners, seem to f^mify them with 
the Carduchians of the Greeks * * * § ; and they still defend 
against the Ottoman Porte the antique freedom which they 
asserted against the successors of Cyius. Poverty eind 
ambition prompted them to embrace the profession of mei> 
ceiiary soldiers : the service of his father and uncle prepared 
the reign of the great Saladin t ; ^nd the son of Job or 
a simple Curd, magnanimously smiled at his pedigree, 
which flattery deduced from the Arabian caliphs So 
unconscious was Noureddin of the impending ruin of hi^ 
house, that he constrained the reluctant }'^uth to follow his 
uncle Shiracouh into Egypt: his military character was 
established by the defence of Alexandria; and if we may 
believe the Latins, he solicited and obtained from the Chris*- 
tiaii general the profane honours of knighthood On the 
death of Shiracouh, the office of grand vizir was bestowed 
on Saladin, as the youngest and least powerful of the emirs; 
but with the advice of his father, whom he invited to Cairo, 
his genius obtained the ascendant over his equals, 
attached the army to his person and interest. While 
i^ddin lived, these ambitious Curds were the most^humble of 
slaves; and the indiscreet murmurs of the divan were silen- 
ced by the prudent Ayub, who loudly protested that at tlie 
command of the sultan he himself would lead his son in 
chains to the foot of the throne. Such language,*' he added 
in private, ‘‘ was prudent and proper in an assembly of your 
" rivals ; but we are now above fear and obedience ; and the 
** threats of Noureddin shall not extort the tribute of a 


* See tlie irth book of tbe AnabftMis erf Xp04)|>hoti. Tlic ten tboii^and 
sitUercd more frotBi tbo arrows of the free Cardueiuaus, than from the splendid 
weakness of the great king. 

f We are indebted to the professor Scbithcns (Lum. Bat. 1735, in folio) 
for the richest and most authentic materials, a life of Ssuadui by his friend and 
minister the cadhi Bohad a, and dopious extracts from the history of h?li 
kinsman the prince Abulfeda of Hamah. To these we may add, the article of 
Saiakedfltn in the Bibliotheque Orientale, and all that may be gleaned fiom the 
Dynasties of Abnlpharagius. 

J Since AbuUeda was himself an Ayombite, he may share the praise, for 
imitating, at least tacitly, the modesty of tbe founder. 

§ Hist. Hieiosol, lu the Gesta Dei per Francos, p. 1 153. A similar ei^mple 
may be found in Joinville (p 42. edUion du Louvre); bat the pious Sft. Louis 
refused to dignify infidels wuh the older of Chiistiaxi knighthood (Dutiang^, 
Observations, p, 70.). 
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sugar-cane.” His seasonable death relieved them from 
the bdioas andf*;|dpuhtftil conflict ; his son, a minor of e/even 
years of ag^, for a while to the emirs of Damascus ; 
and the new lort^f Egypt was decorated by the caliph with 
every title* that could sanctify his usurpation in the eyes of 
the people: Nor was Saladin long content with the posses- 
sion of Egypt; he despoiled the Christians of Jerusalem, 
and the Atabeks of Damascus, Aleppo, and Diarbekir: 
Mecca and Medina acknowledged him for their temporal 
protector : his brother subdued the distant regions of Yei^en, 
or the happy Arabia; and at the hour of his death, his 
cmpir#%a3 spread from the African Tripoli to the Tigris, and 
froralte Indiao ocean to llte mountains of Armenia. 

Iri^he judgment of his character, the reproaches of 
treason and ingratitude strike foi'cibly on our mitids, impres- 
sed as they are with the principle and experience of law and 
loyalty. But his ambition may in some measuie be excused 
by the revolutions of Asia +, which had erased every notion 
of legitimate succession ; by the recent example of the 
Atabeks themselves; by his reverence to the son of his 
lienefuctor, his humane and generous behaviour to the col- 
liiieial branches; by t/ieir incapacity and Ais merit; by the 
approbation of the caliph, the sole source of all legitimate 
power ; and, above all, by the wishes and interest of the 
people, whose happiness is the first object of government. 
In Ais vii-jues, and in those -of his patron, they admired the 
singular union of the hero and the saint; for both Noured- 
din and Saladin are ranked among the Mahomedan saints; 
and the constant meditation of the holy war appears to have 
shed a serious and sober colour over their lives and actions. 
The youth of the latter if was addicted to wine and women ; 
but his aspiring spirit soon renounced the temptations of 

follies of fame and dominion : the 
of coarse woollen; water was his 
only drink; and, while he emulated the temperance, he 

♦ In these Arabic titles, religioms must always be understood ; Noureddin, 
Inmener; FsKoot??, decus*, columen : our heroes proper name was 

Joseph, and be was styled Salahoddtn, saUis ; Malickm^ At Nastrus^ rex 
defensor ; AhU Modaffir^ pater vtotoriae. Schiiltens, Prsefat. 

t Abulfeda, who descended from a brother of Saladin, observes from many 
exainpUs, that the founders of dynasties took the guilt for themselves, ana 
left the reward to their innocent rollaterals (Excerpt, p. 10.). 

J See hm life and character in Renaudot, p. 537—548. 


pleasure, for the graver 
garment of Saladin was 
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stirpa9se«b the chastity, of liis Arabian prophet, feoth in 
faith and practice be was a rigid miisulman; he ever deplo- 
red that the defence of religion had not allowed him to 
accomplish the pilgrimage of Mecca; but at the;»tated 
hours, five times each day, the sultan devoutly prayed with 
his brethren : the involuntary omission of fasting was scru- 
pulously repaid ; and his perusal of the Koran on horseback 
between the approaching armies, may be quoted as a proof, 
however ostentatious, of piety and courage The super- 
stitious doctrine of the sect of Shafei was the only study 
that he deigned to encourage; the poets were safe in his 
contempt ; but all profane science was the object of his 
aversion ; and a pbilo«opher, who had vent(^ some specula- 
" live novelties, was seized and strangled by the command of 
the royal saint. The justice of his divan was accessible to 
the meanest suppliant against himself and his ministers; and 
it was only for a kingdom that Saladin would deviate from 
the rule of equity. While the descendants of Seljuk and 
Zenghi held liis stirrup and smoothed his garments, he w^as 
affable and patient with the meanest of his servants. So 
boundless was his liberality, that he distributed twelve thou- 
sand horses at the siege of Acre ; and, at the time of hid 
death, no more than forty-seven drams of silver and one 
piece of gold coin were found in the treasury; yet in a mar- 
tial reign, the tributes were diminished, and the wealthy citi- 
zens enjoyed without fear or danger the fruits of their indus- 
try. Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, were adorned by the royal 
foundations of hospitals, colleges, and mosques ; and Cairo 
was fortified with a wall and citadel ; but his works were 
consecrated to public usef, nor did the sultan indulge 
himself in a garden or palace of private luxury. In a fana- 
tic age, himself a fanatic, the genuine virtues of Saladin 
commanded the esteem of the Christians of 

Germany gloried in his friendship % : the Vjreek emperor 
solicited his alliance § ; and the conquest of Jerusalem diffu- 

♦ His civil and religious virtues arc celebrated in the first chapter of 
Bohaditi (p.-4— 30.), himself an eye-witness, and an honest bigot. 

t In many works, particularly Jeseph’s well in the castle of Cairo, the sultan 
and the patriarch have been confounded by the ignorance of natives iMCul 
travellers. * 

X Anonym. Canisii, tom. iii. p. ii, p. 504. 

§ Bohadin, p, IS 9 , 130. 

voL. vm. 2 A 
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„ted, and perfiaps aiaj^nified, his feme both in the’^ost and 
West. 

DiiWng its sliort eA'istence, the kingdom of Jerusalem ^ 
was sii|)ported by the discord of the Tgiks and Saracens ; 
and both the Fatiinite caliphii and the suItanS of Damascus 
were templed to sacrifice the cause of their leligion to the 
meaner cousicleratiOns of private and present advantage. 
But the powers of hgyph Syfiu> and Aiabia, were now uni- 
ted by an hero, whom natuie and fortune had armed against 
the Christians. All without, now bore the most threatening 
aspect; and all was feeble and hollow in the internal state of 
Jerusalem. After the two first Baldw^ins, the brother and 
cousin of Godf/ey of Bouillon, the sceptre devolved by 
felaiale succession to Melisenda, daughter of the second 
Baldwin, and her husband Fulk, count of Anjou, the father, 
by a former marriage, of our English Plantagcuets. Their 
two sons, Baldwin the third and Aniaurys waged a sti*enuous, 
and not unsuccessful, war against the infidels ; but the son of 
Amanry, Baldwin the fourth. Was deprived by the leprosy, a 
gilt of the Crusades, of the faculties both of mind and body. 
His sisier Syhilla, the mother of Baldwin the fifth, was bis 
ilntural iieiress : after the suspicious death of her child, she 
crowned her second husband, Guy of Lusignan, a prince of 
a liandsome person, but of such base renown, that his own 
brothei JcftVcy was heard to exclaim, Since they have made 
" him a king, surely they would have made me a god !" The 
choice was generally blamed ; and the most powerful vassal, 
Raymond count of Tripoli, who had been excluded from 
the succession and regency, entertained an implacable hatred 
against tlic king, and exposed his honour and conscience to 
the temptations of the sultan. Such were the guardians of 
the holy cuy ; a leper, a ciiild, a Woman, a coward, and a 
traitors yrric!fft|;.u was delayed twelve years by some supplies 
from Europe, by the valour of the military orders, and by 
tiie distant or domestic avocations of . their great enemy. 
At length, on every side the sinking state was encircled and 
pressed by an hostile line ; and the truce was Violated by the 
Franks^ whose existence it protected.. A soldier of fortune 

* For the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem, see William of Tyre, from the ixth 
to the xxiid book. Jacob, a Vitriaco, Hist. Hierofokm. L l. and SanutUi, 
Secreta Fidehum Crucis, I. iii. p. vii, Tiii, ix 
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Reginafdgj^f Cliatillon, had seized a fortress on the edge of 
the desert, from whence he pillaged the earavaoj** insulted ' 
Mtihomet, €*ind threatened (he cities of Mecca and Medina* 
8aladin condescended to complain ; rejoiced in the denial of 
justice i and at the bead of fourscore thousand horse and 
foot, invaded the Holy Land. The choice of Tiberias for 
his first siege was suggested by tlie oount of Tripoli, la 
whom it belonged; i\nd the king of Jerusalem was persua^ 
ded to drain his garrisons, and to arm his people, for the 
relief of that important place% liy the advice of the per- 
fidious Raymond, the Christians were betrayed into a camp 
destitute of water : he fled on the first onset, with the curses 
of both nations f: Lusignan was overthrown, with the loss 
of thirty thousand men ; and the wood of the true cross, a 
dire misfortune 1 was left in the power of the infidels. The 
royal captive was conducted to the tent of Saladin ; and as 
be fainted with thirst and terror, the generous victor pre- 
sented him with a cuj) of dierbet cooled in snow, without 
suffering liis companion, Reginald .of Chatillon, to partake 
of this pledge of hospitality and pardon. The person 
and dignity of a king,” said the sultan, are sacred; but 
this impious robber must instantly acknowledge the pro'^ 
phet, whom lie has blasphemed, or meet the death which 
he has so often deserved.” Qn the proud or conscientious 
I’cfusal of the Christian warrior, Saladin struck hjin on th^ 
head with his scymetar, and Reginald was dispatched by the 
guards The trembling Lusignan was sent to Damascus to 
an honourable prison and speedy ransom ; but ibe victory 
was stained by the execution of two hundred and thirty 
knights of the hospital, the intrepid champions and martyrs 


* T^inplarii ut apes bombabant et Hovpitalarii ut ventl 6trid«bant, et 
barones se exitio offerebant, et Turcopuli (the Chiistian lis;ht trocpli) semet 
ipsi in iguem iujiciebaut (I^pahaiii de Expug^natiom^^nlCTHtitlk, ^ IS. apvd 
SchuUeus); a specimen of Arabian eloqi|ence, sonifU^^t different from the 
tttyle of Xenophon ! 

*b The Latins affirm, the Arabians insinuate, the treason of Raymond; but 
had b^ really embraced their religion, he would have been a saint and a hero in 
the eyes of the latter. 

' X Henaud, Reginald, or Arnold dc Chatillon, is celebrated by the Latins in 
bis life and death; but the circumstances of the latter are more distinctly rela- 
ted by Bohadin and Abulfeda; and Joinville (Hist, de St. Lonis, p. 70.) alludes 
to the practice of Saladin, of never^utting to death a prisoner who Hdljlastcd 
iiis broad and salt. Some of the companions of Arnold had been siau^tered, 
and ahnost sacrificed, in a valley of Mecca, ubi sacrificia maotantur (Abulfeda, 
p. 3-2 ). 

S AS 
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of their faith. The kingdom was left without a head ; and 
of the two grand masters of the military orders, the one was 
slain and the other was a prisoner. From all the cities, both 
of the sea-coast and the inland country, the garrisons had 
been drawn away for this fatal field : Tyre and Tripoli alone 
could escape the rapid inroad of Salad in ; and three months 
after the battle of Tiberias, he appeared in arms before the 
gates of Jerusalem 

He might expect, that the siege of a cii}^ so venerable on 
earth and in heaven, so iiUeresting to Europe and Asia, 
would rekindle the last sparks of entliusiasm ; and that, of 
sixty thousand Christians, every man would be a soldier, and 
every soldier a candidate for martyrdom. But queen Sybilla 
trembled for herself and her captive husband ; and the 
barons and knights, who had escaped from the sword and 
chains of the Turks, displayed the same factious and selfish 
spirit in the public ruin. The most numerous portion of the 
inhabitants were composed of the Gieek and Oriental Chris- 
tians, whom experience had taught to prefer the Mahometan 
before the JLatin yoke f ; and the holy sepulchre attracted a 
base and needy crowd, without arms or courage, who sub- 
sisted only on the charity of the pilgrims. Some feeble and 
hasty efforts were made for the defence of Jerusalem ; but 
in tlie space of fourteen days, a victorious army drove back 
the sallies of the besieged, planted their engines, opened the 
wall to the breadth of fifteen cubits, applied their scaling 
ladders, and erected on the breach twelve banners of the 
prophet and the sultan. It was in vain tliat a hare-foot pro- 
cession of the queen, the women, and the monks, implored 
the Son of God to save his tomb and his inheritance from 
impious violation. Their sole hope wfis in the mercy of the 
conqueror, and to their first suppliant deputation that mercy 
was steml>deiue^ He had sworn to avenge the patience 
and long-suffei’ing of the Moslems ; the liour of forgive- 
ness was elapsed, and the moment was now arrived to 
expiate in blood, the innocent blood, which had been spilt 
by Godfrey and the first crusaders.’’ But a desperate and 


• who Mcll describes the loss ,of the kingdom and city (Hist, de® 

Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. i. 1. ii. p. 22O— 278.), mscits two original epistles of 
A knight tempiai . 

t Renaudot, Hist. Patriarfh Alex. p. 545 . 
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successful struggle of the Franks admonished the sultan 
that his triumph was not yet secure ; he listened with reve- 
rence to a solemn adjuration in the name of the common 
father of mankind ; and a sentiment of human sympathy 
mollified the rigour of fanaticism and t^ionquest. He con- 
sented to accept the city, and to spare thfe inhabitants. The 
Greek and Oiiental Christians were permitted to live under 
his dominion ; but it was stipulated, that in foiry days all the 
Franks and Latins should evacuate Jerusalem, and bev'Safely 
conducted to the sea-ports of Syria at# Egypt ; that ten 
pieces of gold should be paid for each man, five for each 
woman, and one for every child ; arid that those who were 
unable to purchase their freedom should be-^etained in per- 
petual slavery. Of some wi iters it is a favourite and invidi- 
ous theme to compare the humanity of Saladin with the 
massacre of the first crusade. The diffeience would be 
merely personal ; but we should not forget that the Christians 
had offered to capitulate, and that the Mahometans of Jeru- 
salem sustained the last extremities of an assault and storm. 
Justice is indeed due to the fidelity with which the Turkish 
conqueror fulfilled the conditions of the treaty ; and he may 
be deservedly praised for the glance of pity which he cast 
on the misery of the vanquished. Instead of a rigorous 
exaction of his debt, he accepted a sum of thirty thousand 
byzants, for the ransom of seven thousand poor ; two or 
three thousand more were dismissed by his gratuitous cle- 
mency ; and the number of slaves was reduced to eleven or 
fourteen thousand persons. In his interview with the queen, 
his words, and even his tears, suggested the kindest consola- 
tions ; his liberal alms were distributed among those who had 
been made orphans or widows by the fortune of w\ar ; and 
while the knights of the hospital were in arms against him, 
he allowed their more pious biethren to coriyurfe, during the 
term of a year, the care and service of the sick. Jn these 
acts of mercy the virtue of Saladin deserves our admiration 
and love : he was above the necessity of dissimulation, and 
his stern fanaticism would have prompted him to dissemble, 
rather than to affect, this profane compassion for the ene- 
mies of the Koran. After Jerusalem had been delivered 
from the presence of the strangers, the sultan made his tri- 
umphant entry, his banners waving in the wind, and to the 
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harmony of martial murfc.. TU4 great musch of Oiiuir, 
^hich bad been converted jt)to a church, was again conse- 
crated to one God and his prophet Mahomet ; the walls and 
pavement were purified with rose water; and a pulpit, the 
labour of Noureddin, was erected in the sanctuary. But 
when the golden cross that glittered on the dome was cast 
down^ and dragged through the streets, the Christians of 
every sect uttered a lamentable group, which was answered 
by the joyful shouts of the Moslems. In four ivory chests 
the patriarch had collected the crosses, the images, the vases, 
jjtnd the relics of the holy place ; they were siezed by the 
conqueror, who was desirous of presenting the caliph with 
the trophies Christian idolatry. He was persuaded, 
however, to entrust them to the patriarch and prince of*^ 
Antioch; and the pious pledge was iccleemed by Kicliard of 
England, at the expence of fifty-two thousand byzants of 
gold 

The nations might fear and hope the immediate and final 
expulsion of the Latins fioin Syria; which was yet delayed 
above a century after the death of Saladin f. In tlie career 
of victory, he was first checked by the resistance of Tyre ; the 
troops and garrisons, wliich had capitulated, were impru- 
deiuly conducted to the same port: their numbers weie ade- 
quate' to the defence of the place; and the arrival of Conrad 
of Montferrat inspired the disorderly crowd with confidence 
and union. His father, a venerable pilgrim, had been made 
prisoner in the battle of Tiberias; but that disaster was 
unknown in Italy and Greece, when the son was urged by 
ambition hnd piety to visit the inheritance of his royal 
nephew, the infant Baldwin. The view of the Tuikish ban- 
ners warned him from the hostile coast of Jaffa ; and Con- 
rad was unanimously hailed as tlie prince and champion of 
Tyre, jijhlch^wai alieady besieged by the conqueror of Jeru^ 
Salem. The firfnness of his zeal, and peibaps his knowledge 
of a generous foe, enabled him to brave tlie threats of the 


For tlie conmiest of Jtmsalem, Boltadin (p. 67 — 7.1.) and Abulfcda (p 40 
1 are our Moslean witto sses. Of the Cliri-^tiau, Bernard ThesauranuH 
(r i:> 1 — 167 .) 18 the most copious and authentic j bcc Hkcuise Matthew Parm 
(p »ao— '124 ). 

The Rie^vs qf Tyre and Acre ure most copiously descrU>ed by Bernard 
Thfbauritrms (de Acquisitioue Teria» .Sanctae, c 1(57 — 179 .), the antj^r of the 
Hislojria llicrosolymituna (p. 1150—1172 m jJong.irsiuB), Abiilfcdtorp, 43f— 

40 . arul Bobadua ( p. 75*^' <9 )• ^ 
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guftan, itid to declare, that sitoald his aged parefit be expo* 
sed before the #nlls, lie himself would discharge the first 
arrow, and glot*^ iti iirs descent from a Christian 
The Egyptian fleet Was allowed to enter the harbour of Tyre; 
but the chain was suddenly drawn, and five gallies were 
either sunk or taken : a tijousand Turks were slain in a sally ; 
and Saladin, afte^; burning his engines, concluded a glorious 
campaign by a disgraceful retreat to Damascus. He wai* 
soon assailed by a more formidable tempest. The pathetic 
narratives, and even the pictures, that represented in lively 
colours the servitude and profanation o.f Jerusalem, awa- 
kened the torpid sensibility of Europe : the emperor, Frede- 
ric Barbarossa, and the kings of France anct^England, assu- 
med the cross ; and the tardy magnitude of their armament# 
Was anticipated by the maritime states of the Mediterranean 
and the Ocean. The skilful and provident Italians firsi 
cmbaiked in the ships of Genoa, Pisa, and Venice. They 
were speedily followed by the most eager pilgrims of France, 
Normandy, and the Western Isles. The powerful succour 
of Flanders, Frise, and Dcnm^irk, filled near a hundred ves- 
sels ; and the northern warriors wCfe distinguished in the 
field by a lofty stature and a ponderous battle-axe f. Their 
increasing multitudes could no longer be confined within the 
walls of Tyre, or remain obedient to the voice of Conrad. 
They pitied the misfortunes, and revered the dignity, of 
Lusignan, who was released from prison, perhaps, to divide 
the army of the Franks. He proposed the recovery of 
Ptolemais, or Acre, thirty miles to the south of Tyre; and 
the place was first invested by tWo thousand horse and thirty 
thousand foot under his nominal command. I shall not 
expatiate on the story of this memorable siege ; which lasted 
near two years, and consumed, in a narrow space, the forces 
of Europe and Asia. Never did the flange of enlhnsiasiu 
burn with fiercer and more destructive rage ; nor could the 
true believers, a common appellation, who consecrated their 
own martyrs, refuse some applause to the mistaken zeal and 

♦ I have fAlldtred a iilodcHite and probable representation of the fact; by 
Vertot, who adopts without i-elnctauce a romantic tale, the old marquis is 
actually fxposod to the darts of the l^sieged. 

t Northtnanni et tSothi, et caeteii populi insularum quse inter oeddeAtem 
^ SCpteititnonetn sita* sunt, ffeittes beliicdsse, corpori# proCeri, mortis intrepidly, 
bipennibus armatse, navibus rotundis qua; Vsnachiae aicuntur advectie. 
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(urage of their adversaries. At the sound of the holy trum- 
pet, the Moslems of Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the Oriental 
provinces, assembled under the servant of the prophet : his 
camp was pitched and removed within a few miles of Acre; 
and he laboured, night and day, for the relief of his brethren 
the annoyance of the Franks. 

Nine battles, not unworthy of the name, were fought, in 
the. neighbourhood of Mount CaTmel,< with such vicissitude 
of fortune, that in one attack, the sultan forced his way into 
tile city; that in one sally, the Christians penetrated to the 
royal tent. By the means of divers and pigeons, a regular 
correspondence was maintained with the^t)esieged : and, as 
often as the sea' was left open, the exhausted garrison was 
withdrawn, and a fresh supply was poured into the place. 
The Latin camp was thinned by famhie, the sword, and the 
climate; but the tents of the dead were replenished with new 
pilgrims, wdio exaggerated the strength and speed of their 
approaching countrymen. The vulgar was astonished by the 
report, that the pope himself, with an innumerable crusade, 
was advanced as far as Constantinople. The march of flie 
emperor filled the East with more serious alarms ; the obsta- 
cles which he encountered in Asia, and perhaps in Greece, 
were raised by the policy of Saladin ; his joy on the death of 
Barbarossa was measured by his esteem : and the Christians 
were rather dismayed than encouraged at the sight of the 
duke of Swabia and his wayworn mnanant of five thousand 
Germans. At length, in the spring of the second year, the 
royal fleets of Fmnce and England cast anchor in the bay of 
Acre, and the siege w^as more vigorously prosecuted by the 
youthful emulation of the two kings, Philip Augustus and 
Richard Plantagenet. After every resource had been tried, ‘ 
and every hope was exhausted, the defenders of Acre sub- 
mitted to their fate ; a capitulation was granted, but their 
lives and liber ties^w ere taxed at the hard conditions of a ran- 
som of tw^o hundred thousand pieces of gold, the deliverance 
of one hundred nobles and fifteen hundred inferior captives, 
and the restoration of the wood of the holy cross. Some 
doubts in the agreement, and some delay ill the execution, 

^ The historian of Jernsalem (p. 1108 .) adds the nations of the East from 
the Tig;ns to India, and the swaithy tribes of Moors and Gctulians, so that 
i\sia and Africa foug^ht a^auist Europe. 



'rekitidled’^hefujry of thre;e 

,almoi?t in\ the sultat’s, TW, were behead^hy!4|i%.!j5^mto 
of the sangpifii^ Rioljttpi % the co^^est. of Acre^ tiie 
Latin powers acquiredri si^ng town and a conventeiii liar*^ 
hour; but the advantage was most dearly purchased. The 
minister and historian of S^ladin com|>utes, from the report 
of the enehjy, tliat their numbers, at differeiii jJleriods, a^^onnt^ 
ed to five of six hundrjjd thousand ; that more than one hupi^ 
dred thousand Christians were slain; that a f 4 r greater nur^- 
ber was lost by disease or shipwreck ; and that a small por- 
tion €his mighty host could return in safety to their native 
countries f. 

Philip Augustus and Richard the fifst 4re^he only kings of 
France and England, who have/oug)it under the same ban- 
ners^., but the holy service, in which they were eilllsted, was 
incessantly disturbed by their national jt-a lousy ; and the two 
factions, which they protected in Palestine, were more averse • 
to each other than to the common enemy. In the eyes of the 
Orientals, the French monarch was superior in dignity and 
power; and, in the emperor’s absence^ the Latins revered liim 
as their temporal chiefj. His exploits were not ad^ji^ate to 
his faxiie. Philip was brave, but the statesman predominated 
in his character j h« was soon weary of sacrificing his health 
and interest on a barren coast'; thefprrender of Acre became 
the signal of his departure; npf could he justify this unpo- 
pular desertion, by leaving the duke of Burgundy, with five 
hundred knights and ten thousand foot, ^r die service of the' 
Holy Land. The king qf England, though inferipf in digni- 
ty, surpassed his rival in wealth apd renSwn and 

* BotxttdiR, P-Jio.; and ihU iieitb«r nor blariklil by tbe 

Christian historislj*. Alacritef jusna ca«a|!efiteB (the £ii{;hsli foidier^), says 
Gairridos si Vioetauf (1. 4: c, 4. p. 346.), who at 2700 the number of 

victims} i^ho zrt multiplied to &oooby Euf^er Cp* 697» The 

humanity or avari^ of Philip Augustus was persuaded .tp ransom his prisoners 
(Jacob, a VitriacOjXi. c. g8..>. 112*3 ). 

t Bdl)(|adin, p. 14. He quotas the judgmetit of Balianus, and the priiico of 
Sidon, Sd addh, ex ilto mundo quasi hotnmuui {laumssimt fedierunt. Amouf 
the Christians who died beihre St. John d*A€«!e, f ftAd the Eujrtish i^an^es of de 
Feiwj eas^f Derby (Du^dale, Baronage, parti, p. s6o.), Mowbray (idem, 

, p. 124.), de jMandevillc, de Fiennes, St. Jona, Scrqpe^ Figot, Talbot, «c. 

X Magnus hie apiid eos, interque regea eormu virtute, turn majestate 
enimcns ..... summus rerum arbiter (Bobadi^, p. 159.). He docs not 
Stem to have known the names eitiies of Philip or Riicbaixl. 

^ Rex Anglise prmstrenuus .... regc Gal Inrum minor apudeos coiwieWtur 
ratiowd regni atque dignitatis: sed turn divitiis Rmatior, lum beUi^;^ virtute 

Voi.. VIIT. I® ^ 



iif %e confined to brtiitali*iBleroeious vatout, Richard 

Plantageoet win ^nd high, among theneroafof the age. 
The memory- of Caur de Lion, of •■t^e iion-heanted prince, 
was long dear and glorious to his English subjects ; and, at 
the distance of sixty years, it was celebi|(ted in proverbial 
sayings by the gmnd sons of the Turks and Saracens, a^inst 
whom^ie had fought : his tremendous name was employed 
bjj? 4\e Syrian mothers to silence their infants ; and if an horse 
suddenly started from the way, his rider was wont to exclaim, 
“ Dost thou think King Richard is in that bush*?” His cru- 
elty to Uk' Mahometans was the efl'ect of femper and zeal; 
but I cannot believe that a soldier, bofree and fearless in the 
ose of his la^c(^ would have descended to whet a dagger 
against his valiant brot|ier Conrad of Montserrat, who 
slain at 7 yre by some secret as^^assins f* After tl^ surren- 
<ler of Acre, and the departure of fihilip, the king of England 
led the crusaders to t^ recovery of the s^-coast; and the 
cities of Caesarea and !jafl‘a w^ere added to the fragnients of 
the liingdom of Lusignan. A march of one hundred miles 
from Acre to Ascalon, was a great and perpetual battle of 
eleven llpiys. In the disorder of his troops, Salad in remained 
on tlte held with seventeen guards, without lowering his 
standard, or suspending the sound of his brazen kettle-drum : 
he again rallied and renewed the charge ; and his preachers 
or heralds called aloud on the Unitarians^ manfully to stand 
up against the Christian idolaters. But the progress of tliese 
idolaters was irresisJihle; and it was only by demolishing the 
walls and Jbuildings t)f Ascalon, that the sultan could prevent 
them from occupying an important fortress on the coiihnes of 
Egypt. Di^riug a severe winter the armies^ slept ; but in the 
spring/ the Franks advanced within a day’s march of Jeru- 
salem, under the leading standard of the En^sh king, and 
his activje spirit intercepted a convoy, or caravan, qS seven 
( ■* 

inulto erat eelebrior (Bohadin, p. l 6 l.). A stranger might ftda||fr 
riches ; the uatioual hiatoriftn« ;^li tell with what lawless and wastefaT 6 ppref>- 
sioiv they were collected. " ' ^ 

♦ JoiavilU , p. 17 , Cnides«tu que cc sait le tm Jtichart ? ’ 

t Y.et he was gniUy in the opinion of the Moslems, who attest the confea.nioit 
of the assassins-, that were sent by the h»ng of England (Bohadin, p. 225.) ; 
and Ins only licfence is au absurd and palpable forgery (Hist, de 1* Academic dcs 
Inscriptions, torn. xvi. p. lo.'V— 163.)» a pfetended letter i^om the prince of the 
assassin.s, the Sheich, or old man of the mountain, who justified Richprd, by 
assuming to huns^tU' the gwilt or merit of the miudt r 

H 



, caiB^ls. fixed his 

ciity; bat the, city wa$Mi*Ai^ with ooBstoi^tiohi^ 
be fasted ; he pracyed ; |>i%ached ; he bSened to el^i^e the 
dangers of the siege; I>ut bis Maiitialul|j?s^ who remembered 
the fate of tiieir^mpanionsat Acre, pressed the saltan with 
loyal or seditkms clamours, to reseilte /aV person and their^ 
courage, for Ibe future defence of their religion and -eOiipiref* 
The Moslems were delivered by the sudden, or> as they deeii^ 
ed, the miraculous retreat of tlie Christians J ; and the laurels 
of Richard were blasted by the prudence* or envy, of his 
companions. The hero, ascending an bill, and veiling his 
face, exclaimed with an indignant voic^, " Those who are 
unwilling to rescue, are unworthy to viewtt%e sepulchre of 
** Christ!*' After his return to AprCv on tlie news that Jaffa 
was surprised by tlie iBultan, he sailed with some merchant 
vessels, and leaped foi^||iost on the beach ; the castle was 
relieved by his presence ; and sixty tl^sand^riwks and Sara- 
cens fled before his arms. The discovery of his weakness 
provoked them to return in the morning ; and l-hey found him 
carelessly encamped before the gates with only seventeen 
knights and three hundred archers. Without counitog thc^ 
numbers, he su^stained their charge ; and we learn from the 
evidence of his enemies, that the king of England, graspmg 
his lance, rode furiously along their front, from the right to 
the left wing, without meeting an adversary who dared to en- 
counter his career §. Am I writing the history of Orlando or 
Am^dis? 


"A 

• See tbe distress and pious firmness ofSaladin, as they ai^ described by 
pobadin, ''p.7— *9 235 — 237.), who himself baran;:^ned the defenders of Jeru- 
salem ; their fears were not utiknown to the enemy (Jacob, d Vitriaco, 1. i. 
c. 100. p. n 23. Vinisauf, 1. v, c. 50. p. SJg-)* 

f Yet unless |he saltan, or an Ayon^e prince, remained in Jeiaisaiem, nec 
jCardi,Tnrcis,nedTprci assent obtcmpCThturi Cui^s. (Boliadin,vp. 236.). He 
draws aside a comer of the political curtain. 

X Bohadin (p. 937.) and even Jeffrey de Vinisauf (1. vi. c, p. 403— 
409.) ascribe tne retreat to Richard himself: and Jact^hus d Vitriaco observes, 
that in his impatience to depart, in alterum virum mutatus est Q). 1123.). 
Yet JoyaviUe, a French knight, accuses the envy of Hugh duke of Burgundy 
<p. Il4,), without supposing, tike Mattbeit(^ Paris, that he was bribed by 
Saladin. 

§ The i^editions to Ascalon, Jerusalem, and Jsiffa, are related Boliadip 
^p. 1S4— ^49.) and AbttWeda,{p. 51, 52.). The author of the Itmerwy, or the 
monk of St. Alban’s, cannot exaggerate the Gadhi*i account of the prowess of 
Richkrd (Vinisauf, 1. vi. c. 14*^4. p^ 412—421. Hist. Major, p. .37 — 143.); 
«nd on tbe whoTn of this war, there is a marvellous agreement between the 
Christian and Mahometan writers, who mutually praise the virtues of their 
enemies. '' 





HISTOKir OF tkE DECiniE Al»t) FALL 

k)umig these hostililies, a languid and odious negotiation 
between the Frankli and Moslems was started, and continued, 
and broken, and agate resumed, and again broke^n. Some 
acts of royal d6urtesy, the .gift of snow and fruit, tlie ex* 
change of Norvi^ay hawks and Arabian l|<j^ses, softened the 
asperity of religious war : from the vicissitude of success, 
the mdjiSirchs might learn to suspect that heaven was neutral 
in the quarrel ; nor, after the trial of each other/could cither 
liope for a decisive victory The health both of Richard 
and Salad in appeared to be in a declining state; and they 
respectively suffered the evils of distant and domestic war- 
fare: Plantagenet was impatient to punish a perfidious rival 
who had invade^l Normandy in his absence ; and the indefa- 
tigable sultan was subdued by the cries of tlie people, who 
M’as the victim, and of the soldiers, ^ho were the instruments, 
of his martial zeal. The first demS)ds of the Icing of Eng- 
land were the Vestitutidn of Jerusalem, Palestine, and the 
true cross; and he firmly declared, that himself and his bro- 
ther pilgrims would end their lives in the pious labour, rather 
than return to Europe with ignominy and remorse. But the 
conscience of Saladin refused, without some weighty com- 
pensation, to restore the idols, or promote the idolatry, of the 
Christians : he asserted, with equal firmness, his religious and 
civil claim to the sovereignty of Palestine; descanted on the 
importance and sanctity of Jerusalem ; and rejecter! all terms 
of the establishment or partkioti of the Latins. I'he mafri- 
ao;e which Richard proposed, of his sister with the sultar/s 
brother, defeated by the difference of faith ; the princess 
abhorred the embraces of a Turk ; and Adel, or Saphadin, 
would not easily renounce a plurality of wives. A personal 
interview was declined by SaWin, who alleged their mutual 
ignorance of each other’s language; and the negociation was 
managed? with much art and delay by their interpreters and 

♦ See the progress of neg^ociation and hostility in Bohadin (p. 207— 260.), 
who was himFeif ati actor in ^ treaty. BicharAl declared his intention of 
returning^ with new armies to the conquest of the Holy i^and;^^d Saladin 
answei'cifthe menace with a civil compliment (Vinisauf, I. vi. c. 423 ). 

t The most copious and original account of this holy war, is Galfridi d 
Vinisauf Itineiarium Keips Anglorum Rirbardi et alioruin in TerramHieroso* 
Ivnioium, ill six books, published in theiid volume of Gale's Scriptores Hist. 
Aap;licttuae (p. 247 — 429 ) Roger UoVedeVi and Matthew Paris afford llliewise 
many' valuable inateiials; and the former describes, with accuracy, the 
fh^ciplme and navigation of the English fleet. 



OF r^BROMAX 1WL]4 

envoys. Tlie final agppient was equally disapjpm^ by 
llie zealalj^ of both Wtiest by the Eoinap^ pontiff and the 
caliph of Bagdnd. ll was stipulated that jerusa{em and tibe 
holy sepulchre should be open, without tribute or vexatioui to 
the pilgrimage of |||ie Latin Christians that, after the demon . 
lition of Ascalon, fhey should inclusively possess the sea-, 
coast from Jaffa to Tyre; that the count of Tripoli and the 
prince of Antioch should be comprised in the truce; and# 
that, during three years and three months, all hostilities should 
cease. The principal chiefs of the two armies swore to the 
observance of the treaty : but the mouarchs were satisfied 
with giving their word and their right-hand ; and the royal 
majesty was excused from an oath, which ^Iways implies 
some suspicion of falsehood and dishonour. Richard em- 
barked for E^lope, to seek a long captivity and a premature 
grave; and the space of a few inontlis concluded the life and 
glories of Saladin^ The Orientals describe hi$edifying death, 
which happened at Damascus ; but they seem ignorant of the 
equal distribution of his alms among the three religions or 
of the display of a shroud, instead of a standard, to admo- 
nish the East of the instability of human greatness# Th^ , 
unity of empire was dissolved by his death ; his sons were 
oppressed by the stronger arm of their uncle Saphadin ; the 
hostile interests of the sultans of Egypt, Damascus, and 
Aleppo +, were again revived; and the Franks or Latins • 
stood, and breathed, and hoped, in, their fortresses along the 
Syriai) coast 

The noblest monument of a conqueror’s fame, apd of the 
terror wliicl) he inspired, is the Saladin tenth, a geheral tax, 
which was imposed on the laity, and even the clergy, of the 
•Latin church for tl^e service of the holy war. The practice 
was too lucrative to expire witn^the occasion ; and this tri- 
bute became the foundation of all the tithes and tepihs on 
ecclesiastical benefices which have been ^granted by the 
Homan pontiffs to Catholic sovereigns, or reserved for the 
immediate use of the,|iposto]ic see ;|^ This pecuniary emo- 

* Even V^ot (tom. i. p. 251.) adopts tlie foolish notion of the indifference 
of Salffdin, who profeesed the Koran with bis last breath. 

t See the succession of the Ayoubites, in Ahulpharagius (Dynast, p. 277, 
&c.), and the tables of M. de Gui^nes, CArt de Verifier les Dates, and the 
Bibliotheque Orientale. 

% Tlipmassin (Discipline de TEglise, tom. iii. p. 311— 374.) has copiously 
treated of the origin, abuses, and restrictions of these tenths. A theory was 
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mmt have tended to iticr^l|pe the interest of the 
popes in the recoveiy of Palestine the death of 

Saladin they preached the crusade, by their epistles^ their 
legates, and their missionaries; and the accomplishment of 
the pious work might have been expecteji from the zeal and 
talents of Innocent the third*. Under that young and 
ambitious priest, the successors of St. Peter attained the full 
meridian of their greatness ; and in a ^eign of eighteen years, 
be exercised a despotic command over emperors and 
kings, whom he raised and deposed ; over the nations, whom 
M interdict of months or years deprived, for the offence of 
their rulers, of the exercise of Christian worship. In the 
council of the^Lateran he acted as the ecclesiastical, alin^t 
as the temporal, sovereign of the East and, West, k was at 
the feet of his legate that John of England fj^'iendered his 
crown ; and Innocent may boast of the two tffost signal tri* 
umphs over sense and humanity, the establishment of tran^ 
^rubstantiation, and the origin of the inquisition. At his 
voice, two crusades, the fourth and the fifth, vvere underta- 
ken ; but except a king of Hungary, the princes of the 
•econd order were at the head of the pilgrims ; the forces 
were inadequate to the design ; nor did the effects corres- 
pond with the hopes and wishes of the pope and the people, 
»The fourth crusade was diverted from Syria to Constantino - 
’ pie; and the conquest of the Greek or Roman empire by the 
Latins will form the proper and important subject of the 
next chapter. In the fifth f, two hundred thousand Franks 
were landed at the eastern mouth of the Nile. They rea- 
sonably hoped that Palestine must be subdued in Egypt, the 
^eat and storehouse of the sultan ; and, after a siege of six- 
teen nit>nths, the Moslems deplored the loss of Damietta, 
But the Christian army was rained the pride and insolence 
of the legate Pelagius, who, in the name assumed the 

bat not pursued, that they were Tigbtfully dne to the pope, n tenth of 
the Levites' tenth to the high priest (ScWen on Tythes; see bis Works, vol. iii. 
p. ii, p. 1083 .). 

* l^e the Gesta Innocentii III. in Muratori, Script. Rer. Ital. (tom. iii. 
p. 486 -*«*^ 68 .). 

t Sec the vth crusade, and the sicjfe of Haratetta, in Jacdbiis d Vitriaco 
n. iii. p 1125—1149. in the Oesta iei of Bongarsiws), an cye-vrituess, Bernard 
Thesaurariir 4 (in Script. Muratori, tom.^vii. p. 825 — 846 . c. 190—207.), a con- 
temporary, and Sanutus (Secreta Fidel. Crucis, 1 . iii. p. xi. c. 4—9.), a diligent 
eompikr; and of the Arabians, AbnIpHaragms (Dynast, p. 294), 4Kid the 
Ipxtmcts at the end of Jomville {p. SS 3 . 537. 540 . 547, ^kc,). 



cliaracter of .general: ^ Franks were 

by the waters of the Niie Aft<i the Oriental fofcet; and it Waa 
by the evacuation of Batnietta that they obtained a safia 
retreat, some concessions for the pilgrim$, and the tardy 
restitution of the doubtful relic of the true cross. The fail- 
ure may in some measure be ascribed to the abuse and multi- 
plication of the crusades, which were preached at the same 
against the Pagans of L*ivonia,the Moors of Spain, the Albi'*" 
geois of France, the kings of Sicily of the Imperial fami- 
ly Ill these meritorious services, the volunteers might ac- 
quire at home the same spirituaT indulgence, and a larger mea 
sure of temporal rewards ; and even the popes, in their zeal 
against a domestic enemy, were sometimes tempted to forget 
the distress of their Syrian brethren. From the last age of 
the crusades they derived the occasional command of an army 
and revenue ; and some deep reasoners have suspected that 
the whole enterprise, from the first s 5 mod of Placentia, was 
contrived and executed by the policy of Rome. The suspi- 
cion is not founded, either in nature or in fact. The succes- 
sors of 8t, Peter appear to have followed, rather than guided, 
tfie impulse of manners and prejudice ; without much fore- 
sight of tlie seasons, or cultivation of the soil, they gathered 
the ripe and spontaneous fruits of the superstition of the 
times. They gathered these fruits without toil or perstonal 
danger; in the council of the Lateran, Innocent the third 
declared an ambiguous resolution of animating the crusaders 
by his example ; but the pilot of the sacred vessel^ could not 
abandon the helm ; nor was Palestine ever blessed with the 
presence of ^ Roman pontiff f. 

The persolfe, the families, and estates of the pilgrims, 
were under the iipmediate protection of the popes ; and these 
spiritual patrons soon claimed the prerogative of directing 
their operations, and enforcing, by commands and censures, 
the accomplishment of their vow, Frederic the second %, 

- * Ta those who took the cross ablest Moinfroy, the pope (A. D. 1255.) 
j^raiiied ple^issimam peccatorum remlssionem. Fidclcs inirabantur qnod 
tantttm ek promitteret pro sanguine Christianorum cfFundendo quantum pro 
cruore infidelium aiiqnando (Matthew Faris, p. 765.). A high flight fl>r the 
reason of the xiiith century. 

.t This simple idea is agreeable the good sense of Mosheim (Institut 
Hist. Eccles. p. 332.) and the tine philosophy 0f Hume (Hist of England, 
vol. i. p. 330'.). ' 

X The original materials for the crusade of Frederic II. may be drawn from 





■' enemy, ^‘t^nly- 

wie 'y^,’u|^^'in 

thirds be ^l^ijMid the'ci^^^,sime ^rbmia^^ai-r^feated 
at his^royal and im]^ia! b^mKkms ; ^^. bis marriage with 
1^ ^l^iress of Jen^em for ever bmind him to defond the 
j^ngdom of his son Conrad. But as Fr^ric advancer! in 


. *ge and authority, he repented of tlite rash engagements of 
bis youth : his liberal Sense and knowledge tarfght him to 


despise the ]^Dtoms of superstition and the crowns of 
Asia: be no longer entertained the same reverence for the 


tacciessors of Innocent ; and his ambition was o^upied by 
the restoration of the Italian monarchy from Sidlw^tlie 
41ps. But , the success of this project wouldjraumnc^ 
the popfs to their primitive simpltcify ; an^M|BP^clay8 
su^ excuses of twelve years, they u rf^^i ^^'ppjhr. with 
mt*«|yde8 apd threats, to fix the trt^^nd place of his depar- 
Palestine. In the harbours of Sicily and A§iiha, Me 
pre^red a fleet of one hundred gallies, and of one hiijddred 
vessels, that were frSJned to transport and land two thousand 
five hundred knights, with their horses and attehdarite ; his 


vassals of Naples and Germany formed a powerful army ; 
and the number of English Crusaders %as magnified to sixty 
thmjsand by the report of fame. But the inevitable, or 
affected* slowness of these mighty preparations, consumed 
t^ strength ai^ provisions of the more indigent pilgrims ; 
jj|e'foultitude w^^^inned by sickness ami desertion, and the 
''sultry summer of Calabria anticipated the mischiefs of a 
Syrian campaign. At len^h the hmsfed sail at 

Brundpsium, with a fleet and arn^ of forty thousand men ; 
but he kept' the sea no more thah three da^ ; and his hasty 
retreat, which was ascribed by his friends to a grievous indis- 
position, was accused by his enemie^^ps a voluntary and 
obstinate disobedience. For suspending liis voW 'Wa^ Frede- 
ric e^copimnnicated by Gregory the ninth ; for pi^suming, 
the next year, to accomplish his vow, he was igdm &Kcom- 


HicbAird 4!^ St. Gcrmano (in Muratorl, Script. Berum IM. tom.^ii. p. 1002— 
1013.) anti Matthew Paris (p, 286. 291, 300. 3oa/^04.}r Th€f tnost rational 
ntodciuf are, Pienry (Hist Eccles. toiij, xvi.), Vertot (CheTalieri^ rMal^e, 
tom. i, L iii.lt^annone (Istoria Civik di Napoh, tom. ii. 1. xvi.kjM Murntori 
(Aimulid.lUh^tom.x), . ^ 



r’ , ' ' ':f^ . ^ w,\ '(r ’'* ' ^ ;■ ■ ^^^V' 

' -HHtril^te^' 'b^_ ^ *. ^ While 

hei^w^ Oroiide ^ 

Ittily'; Ahd^ itfb^'Wh 'P*i^^ 

far the iftjUfies Whi£ft 1ft hW jitffefai, J Thfe ■dfeiigy toia i^** 
tary ordeti^^ of I^alesilih^ wfere pfetiohsly instructed to ft- 
nounce his otn^iintihion «ffd dispute 1^ eommaiidsi .alfMl,!p 
his own kingdom, the etftperOr WOs forceii td coOsetft tlmt Ife 
Orders of the cathp should be issued in thte aatpe of <h)d aj^ 
of Jhe Christian republic. F#edei1e' entered Jerussdera to 
triumph ; atad with his oWh hands ^fpr prftst -^dxM pOf- 
forto the offloe) he took the clOvtn fr^ the altar Of the Wy 
eepulchte. But the patriarch oust ah interdict on the chtmcn 
trhich his presence had profaned : an4 thftieknights Of ‘ the 
hospital and temple informed the sultan faoft easily he might 
be surprised and slain in his unguarded visit to the river Jor- 
dan. In such a state of fanatii^jS^ apd faction, victory was 
hop<dj^ and defence was diffictm V but the conclusion of pti 
iftdvah|pgeotis peace maty be imputed, to the djscotd of the 
Mah^etans, and their persohal esteem for the charact^ of 
Fn^rie. 'The enemy of the church iS|lGcUSOd of mahitdn- 
tog* with the miscileanls an intercourse of hospitality ,and 
frtatidship> unworthy of a Christian ; If despising the bar- 
renness of the tand ; and of indulging a p^^toe thou^t, 
that if Jehovah had seen the ktogdom of Naples, he hevdr 
Would have selected Palestine for the toberitanCe of his Oho- 
sen people. Yet Frederic obtained from the 'sultan the reSH- 
tution of Jerusalem, of fiethlem and Nazdreth, of Tyre wtd 
Sidon : the Latins Were allowed to inhtdiit and fortify tite 
city ; art r^ual code of eitil and Mligious hfeedoii Itol rati- 
fied for the sectaries oOesus and those of j fthd, 

■ while the former wOrdbipped at the holy sepul^l|^l^ letter 
Blight pmy ah4' preaOh id the tnosch of the tafoploVi ftottk 
whence the prOpbOt imdertook his nOctiimal joprhty to hea- 
ven. Tb|S clergy deplored this scandalous tuleratiOu { aud 
the weaker Moslems were gradually expelled; b'i|t Oy!eiy 
^yatkmahitobject of the crttstideh ,w^ t^Komplished ^ithbdt 

bloodied:; tha Ohutoli^ wdie restored, tile monast^iei^. w^ 

‘ 

* yMr'ft^ianfiori'kaovi vtatts iktsk, tvtkuwfBotvwbat toitty,'^<jlhy^ 
qiiliUcidw'*l)«:>P>SSS. “• .fV 

f Tjhtfielwglif krtOiIhr C0Bfl«»l»a«d rbe mM^Wllhurtilt^ th'eSeiVflfwitk 

ipd their wmA enrer has aa«civetf%otK Vdfvt.fsd 

MutatoH. ■ 

. Vot. vm, «C 
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Fepl^shed; and in the sp^e of fifteen years, the Latins of 
Jerusalem exceeded the number of six thousand. This peace 
and prosperity, for which tl>ey were ungrateful to their bene- 
factor, was terminated by the irruption of the strange aiid 
savage herds of Carizmians *. Flying from the arms of the 
Moguls, those shepherds of the Caspian rolled headlong on 
Syria; and the Union of the Franks with the sultans of Alep- 
po, Hems, and Damascus, was insufficient to stem the violence 
pf the torrent. Whatever stood against them, was cut off 
by the sword, or dragged into captivity ; the military orders 
were almost exterminated in a single battle ; and in the pil- 
lage of the city, in the profanation of the holy sepulchre, the 
Latins confess^ and regret the modesty and discipline of the 
Turks and Saracens. 

. Of the seven crusades, the two last were undertaken by 
Louis the ninth, king of France; who lost his liberty in 
Egypt, and his life on the coast of Africa. Twent|ireight 
years after his death, he was canonized at Rome ; and si.x^ty- 
five miracles were readily found, and solemnly attested, to 
justify the claim of the royal saint f. The voice of history 
renders a more honourable testimony, that he united the vir- 
tues of a king, an hero, and a man ; that his martial spirit 
was tempered by the love of private and public justice; and 
that Louis was the father of his people, the friend of his 
neighbours, and the terror of the infidels. Superstition alone, 
in all the extent of her baleful influence corrupted his 
understanding and his heart ; his devotion stooped to admire 
and imitate the begging friars of Francis and Dominic; he 
pursued with blind and cruel zeal the enemies of the faith; 
and the best of kings twice descended from his throne to 
seek the adventures of a spiritual knight-errand. A monkish “ 
historian would have been content to applaud the most despi- 
cable ptirt of his character ; but the noble and gallant Join- 


* The imiption of the Carizmians, or Corasmins, is related b/ Matthew 
Paris (p, 54 fl, 547 \ and by Joinrille, Nangis, and the Arabians (p. Ill, Mg- 
191, 539.). 

t Read, if yon can, the life and miracles of St. Louis, by the confttsor of 
4 |ueen Mamrct (p, 991 — 523 . Jblnville, du Louvre.). 

I He hdieved all that mother church tau^t (JohiTiHe, p. loj, hut he 
cautioned Joinville against disputing with infidels. ** L^omme lay (said he in 
his old language) quand il ot medire^e la loy Chrestieane, nc doit pas 
deffendre la ]o|^ Chrestienne ne mats que de Tes^e, dequoi il doit donaer 
parinl le ventre dedens, tani comtne eUe y pent entree^ (p. 19.); 
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\HiH6 Wlio shared the friendship and captivity of Lou%^haf 
traced with the pencil of nature the free portrait of h& Vir- 
lues as well as of his failings. From this intimate know-* ^ 
ledge, we may learn to suspect the political views of 
depressing, their great vassals, w^hich are so often imputed 
the royal authors of the crusades. Above all the princes of 
the middle ages, Louis the ninth successfully laboured 
restore the prerogatives of the crown ; but it was at home, 
and not in the East, that he acquired for himself and his pos- 
terity ; his vow was the result of enthusiasm and sickness ; 
and if he were the promoter, he was likewise the victim, 6f 
this holy madness. For the invasion of Egj^pt, Fmnce was 
exhausted of her troops and treasures ; he covered the sea 
of Cyprus with eighteen hundred sails; the most modest 
enuinerat;ion amounts to fifty thousand men ; and, if we 
might trust his own confession, as it is reported by Oriental 
vanity, he disembarked nine thousand five hundred horse, 
and one hundred and thirty thousand foot, who performed 
their pilgrimage under the shadow of his power f. 

In complete armour, the oriflamme waiving before him, 
Louis leaped foremost on the beach; and the strong city of 
Damietta, which had cost its predecessors a siege of sixteen 
months, w^as abandoned on the first assault by the trembling 
Moslems. But Damietta was the first and the last of his con- 
quests ; and in the fifth and sixth crusades, the same causes, 
almost on the same ground, were productive of similar cala- 
mities J. After a ruinous delay, which introduced into the 
camp the seeds of an epidemical disease, the Franks advan- 
ced from the sea-epast towards the capital of Egypt, and 
^ strove to surmount the unseasonable inundation of the Nile, 
ivhich opposed their progress. Under the eye of their intre- 


♦ I have two editions of Joinville, the one (Paris, lOss) most valuable fof 
the Observatiohs of Ducange; the other (Paris au Louvre, 1761 ) most 
precious for the pure and authentic text, a MS. of which has been recently 
.^iiut(overed. The last editor proves, that the history of St. Louis was finished 
A. D. 1309 , without explaining, or even admiring, the age of the author, which 
must have eaioeeded ninety years (Prefacr, p. xi. Observations de Dneange, 
P- 17.). ^ 

t Joiuvillc, p. 32. Arabic Extracts, p. 549 . 

j The last editors have enriched their Joinville with large and curious 
extracts from the Arabic historians, iflacrizi, Abulfeda, &c. See likewise Abul-, 
pbaragius (Dynast, p. 322 — 325.), who calls him by the corrupt name of 
J'rans. *Matthew Paris (p. 683, 684.) has described the rival folly of the French 
and English who fought and fell at Massoura. 

2JC2 
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ttiowTcIi^, the barons and knights of Franco -displayed 
tneir invincible contempt of danger and discipline : his Wo- 
the count of Artois, stormed with inconsiderate valour 
the town of Massoura ; and the carrier pigeons announced to 
the inhabitants of Cairo, that all was lost. But a soldiert 
who ajiterwards usurped the sceptre, rallied the flying troops : 
th^ ipain body of the Christians was far behind their van-^ 
gdard ; and Artois was overpowered alid slain. A shower of 
Greek fire was incessantly poured on the invaders ; the Nile 
w^s commanded by the ^l^yptian gallies, the open country 
.by the Arabs; all provisions were intercepted; each day 
aggravated the sickness and famine; and about the sam^ 
time a retreat was found to be necessary and impracticable. 
The Oriental writers confess, that Louis might have escaped, 
if be would have deserted his sul^jects : he was made pri- 
soner, with the greatest part of his nobles ; all who could 
pot redeem their lives by service or ransom, were inhumanly 
massacred ; . and the walls of Cairo were decorated with a 
circle of Christian heads The king of France was loaded 
with chains ; but the generous victor, a great grandson of the 
brother of Saladiii, sent a robe of honour to his rpyal captive; 
iand his deliverance, with that of his spldiprs, was obtained 
by the restitution of Damiettaf apd tlie payment of four 
hundred thousand pieces of gold. Ip a soft and luxurious 
clinjate, tbe degenerate children of the companions of Nou- 
reddin and Saladjn were incapable of resisting the flower of 
European chivalry : th|ey triumphed by the aipus of their 
slaves or Mamalukes, the hardy natives of Tartary^ wh-o at 
tender age had been purchased of tl^e Syrian merchants, 
and #ere educated in the camp and palape of the sultan. 
But Egypt soon aflbrded a new example of the danger of 
pimtorian bands ; and the rage of these ferocious animals, 
who had been let loose on the strangers, was provoked to 
^y<)ur their bep’efaqtoi:. Ip 'the pride of cqnqifii^t, Tpurap 

♦. l^ agprccal^e Leit«n mr n%yrt€, 

i. ktUe a74;r?^0p.), md. a narrative oC th&eyiiteiditm 

St. Louis (xxv p. 306r-^50.). ' 

t For the ransom of St. Louisa a iiiji.Uio|i of hyaatUfi aliped and gcaotefl; 

8pitaa*e ^u^rosity reduced tM spin tp SQa,000 byxaats, wUich arc 
valued Jjy Jfpf^ville at 4ao,o^ French livrds of his own time, end expressed by 
by of sdYtr, Dissertation xx»Huur. 
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Sbaw^ tJKe last of U$ wcew waa Tiiui*doi?e4 by Im Mamal^lof | 
and the moat daring of the a^sasrias enteied the 
the captive king, Hrilh drawn scyirietars, and t|^r }|Plld#. 
iiubrued ia tine blood of their sidtan« The firnmess of 
commauded tbeir respect^; their avarice . prevailed ovfll^ 
cruelty and zeal ; the treaty was accomphshsd; and the kii^ 
of France, with the relics of his artnyi, was permitted to^ 
embark for Palestine.* He wasted four years withifl tli|| 
walls of Acroi unable to visit Jerusalem* and unwilling ta 
return without glory to his native country. 

The -memory of his defeat excited Louis,* after sixteen* 
years of wisdom and reppse^, tq undertake the seventh and 
last of* the crusades. His finances were resibred, his king- 
dom was enlarged ; a new generation of warriors had arisen,, 
and he embarked with fresh confidence at the head of s>us^ 
thousand horse and thirty thousand foot The loss of Anti- 
och had provoked the enterprise : a wild hope of baptising 
the king of Tunis, tempted him to steer for the African cpast; 
and the report of an immense treasure reconciled his troops 
to the delay of their voyage to the Holy Land. Instead of 
a proselyte, he found a siege; the French panted and died 
on the burning sands; St Louis expired in hi« tent;, and 
no sooner had he closed his eyes, than his son and successor 
gave the signal of the retreat H is thus/’ says a lively 

writer, ** that a Christian king died near the ruins of 

Carthage, waging war against the sectaries of JMahomet,. 
^ in a land to which Dido had introduced the deities of 
^ Syria Xf"' 

A more unjust and absurd constitution cannot be devised, 
than Aat which condemns the natives of a country to perpe- 
tual servitude, under the arbitrary dominion of strangers and 
slaves. Y et such has been the state of Egypt above five hun- 
dred years. The most illustrious suhaiisof tlie Baharite and 

^ The id«a of the emirs to chuse Louis for their suUftii, is orriotttly attested^ 
byl pipyille (p. 77, V® )* does DOt appear to xBe< so absurd as to M. de VoU. 
Ifee (Hist. Generate, tom, it. p. 386, 387.). The MamaliikeB themselves^ were^ 
B&aagers, mbcls, and eqas^s^ they had felt his^valour, they hoped hiS ‘Conv^ 
sipn : and such a motion, which was not seconded, .ihight Iw mM% pethniMi hy^ 
a^secret Christian, in their tamUiUuous assembly, f 

*f Seethe expedition, in the Annals of St. Lotus, byWilltaiu do 
p. ^70— 287« and tlie Arabic £xtra<|jt8, p. of.thfr LonmvediUen 

Joiaville. 

t VoUajre,Hist. Generale, toni#u.p.d9&^ , 
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Borghite dynasties'*^, were themselves promoted from the 
Tartar and Circassian bands ; and the four-and-twenty beys^ 
or military chiefs^ have ever been succeeded, not by their sons, 
but by their servants. They produce the great cliarter of their 
liberties, the treaty of Selim the first with the republic f, 
and the Othmah emperor still accepts from Egypt a slight 
acknowledgment of tribute and subjection. With some 
breathing intervals of peace and orderj the two dynasties are 
naarked as a period of rapine and bloodshed | : but their 
throne, however shaken, reposed on the two pillars of disci- 
pline and valour; their sway extended over Egypt, Nubia, 
Arabia, and Syria; their Mamalukes were multiplied from 
eight hundred th twenty-five thousand horse ; and their num- 
bers were increased by a provincial militia of one hundred 
and seven thousand foot, and the occasional aid of sixty thou- 
sand Arabs ^ Princes of such power and spirit could not 
long endure on their coast an hostile and independent nation; 
and if the ruin of the Franks was postponed about forty 
years, they were indebted to the cares of an unsettled reign, 
to the invasion of the Mogols, and to the occasional aid of 
some warlike pilgrims. Among these, the English reader 
will observe the name of our first Edward, who assumed the 
cross in the lifetime of liis lather Henry. At the head of a 
thousand soldiers, the future conqueror of Wales and Scot- 
land delivered Acre from a siege; inairhed as far as Nazareth 
with an army of nine thousand men ; emulated the fame of 
his uncle Richard ; extorted, by his valour, a ten years truce ; 
and esca])ed, with a dangerous wound, from the dagger of a 

♦ chronology of the two dynastieg of Mamalukcg, the Baharites, Turkg 
or Tartars of Kiuzak, and the Borgites, Circassiang, is given by Pocock(Pro- , 
legom. ad Abulpharag. p. 6 — 31 ) and de Gulgncs (tom. i. p. 264—270 ) ; their 
history fiom Abulfcda, Macrizi, &c. to the beginning of the xvth century, by 
the same M. dc Ciruignes (tom. iv.p. 110—328.). 

f Suvary, Lettres sur I’Egypte, tom. 11. lettre xv; p. 1 89— 208. I muchques* 
tioii the authenticity of this copy j yet it is true, that sultan Selim concluded a 
tieaty with the Cireassfans or Mamalukes of Egypt, and left them in poasession 
of arms, riches, and power. Sec a new Abreg6 de rHistoiio Ottomane, com- 
fHiscd in Egypt, and translated by M. Digeon (tom. i. p. 55*^58. Paris, 1781!, 
a curious, authentic, and national history. ^ 

' t totum quo reguum occup^runt tempus respicias, presertim quod iin{ 
propius, rep<*ric8 illud be IIis, pugnis, injuriis, ac rapinis refertum (Al Jannabi, 
apud Pocock, p. 31.). The reign of Mohammed (A. D. 1311—1341) aifordsan 
happy exception (de Guigucs, tom. iv. p. 208— 21 0.)^ 

I hey are now reduced to*8500: hut t|je expence of each Mamaluke may 
he rated at 100 louis : and Egypt groansunder the avartee and insolence of these 
tihaugiTS \^Vojngc8 de Volney, i. p. 89—187.), 
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fanatic assassin*, Antiochf^ whose sittiation htd beeo 
exposed to the calamities of the holy war, was finally occto- 
piecl and ruined by Bondocdar, or Bibars, sultan of /Egypt 
and Syria ; the Latin principality was extinguished; andtto 
first seat of the Christian name was dispeopled by the slaugh"* 
ter of seventeen, and the captivity of one hundred, thousarid 
of her inhabitants. The maritime towns of Laodicea, Ga- 
bala, Tripoli, Berytus,.Sidon, Tyre, and Jaffa, and the strong- 
er castles of the Hospitalers and Templars, successively feli; 
and the whole existence of the pranks was confined to the 
city and colony of St John of Acre, which is sometimes de- 
scribed by the more classic title of Ptolemais. 

After the loss of Jerusalem, Acre whicl/is distant about 
seventy miles, became the metropolis of the Latin Christians, 
and was adorned with strong and stately buildings, with aque- 
ducts, an artificial port, and a double wall. The population 
was increased by the incessant streams of pilgrims and fugi- 
tives : in the pauses of liostility, the trade of the East and 
West was attracted to this convenient station ; and the mar-^ 
ket could offer the produce of every clime and the interpret- 
ers of every tongue. But in this conflux of nations, every 
vice was propagated and practised: of all the disciples iOf 
Jesus and Mahomet, the male and female inhabitants of Acre 
were esteemed the most corrupt ; nor could the abuse of re- 
ligion be corrected by the discipline of law. The city had 
many sovereigns, and no government. The kings of Jerusa- 
lem and Cyprus, of the house of Lusignan, the princes of 
Antioch, the counts of Tripoli and Sidon, the great masters 
of the hospital, the temple, and the Teutonic order, the re- 
publics of Venice, Genoa, and Pisa, the pope’s legate, the 
kings of France and England, assumed an independent com- 
mand ; seventeen tribunals exercised tfie power of life and 
death ; every criminal was protected in the adjacent quarter; 
and the perpetual jealousy of the nations often burst forth in 

.. . ♦ See Carte's History of Bn^fland, toI. ii. p. 165—175. and hit original an- 

thors, Thomas Wilkes and Walter Hemingford (1, lii. c, 34, 35.), in G^e7i Col- 
letttion (tom, ii. p.97- 589—592.). They are both Ignorant of the priiMi^ 
Eleanor'e piety in aucking the peieoned wound, and her hnshdiid atithe 

ri^kof her own life. 7 , 

t Sanutus, Secret FideHitm Cmcia, 1. iii. p. xii, c. 9^ ond de Giugnee, Hhit 
des Huns, tom. iv. p. 143. from the Arabic historians# 

X The state of Acre is represented in all the chronicles of thh times, and 

^ most accurately in John Villani, L vH. c, 144. io^ Mumtorl, Scriptores Rerum 
ItaUcaruro, tom.xiii p. 337, 339. 
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of vioknoo^ati^ tiooi* SbMe adWotut^l-Sj ^ho dbgittioed 
^ «ti8igii of the vms, coffi^^ssated th^r of pay by 
the pltindea ' d the Mshometao Visages : hineteen Syrhtti met-* 
chantSt'who tmded iiii<i(» tho^ptihiB faith) \<'ere despoiled and 
hangtid ^ Christians; Jtad the denial of satisfaction j«a- 
tified the anhs of the sultan Khalil. He mardied against 
Acre, at the bead of sixty thousand horse and One hundred 
and forty thousand foot. ' His train of artillery (if I taay use 
the word) was numerous and Weighty ; the separate timbers 
of a single engine were^transported in one hundred waggons; 
and tile royal historian JUwilfeda, who served With the troops 
of Hamah, was himself a spectator of the holy war. What- 
ever might be vices of the Franks, their courage was re- 
kindled by enthusiasm and d^pair; but they were tom by 
the discord of seventeen chiefs, and overwhelmed on all sides 
by the powers of the sultao. ' After a siege of thirty-three 
days, the double wall Was forced by the Moslems ; the prin- 
cipal tower yielded to their engines; tiie Mamalukes made a 
gener^ assault ; the city was stormed ; and death or slavery 
was the lot of sixty thousand Christians. The convent, or 
rather fortress, of the Templars resisted three days longer ; ' 
but the great master was pierced with an arrow ; and, of five 
hundred knights, only ten were left alive, teSs happy than the 
inctims of the sword, if they lived to suffor on a scaffold in 
the la^st and cruel proscription of the whole order. The 
king<^ Jerusakro,the patriarch, and the great master of the 
hospital effected thehr retreat to the shore; but the sea was 
rough, the vessels were insufflcieut; and great numbers of 
the-fligitives were drowned before they could reach the isle of 
Cyprus, which might comfort Lusignan for the lose of Pales- 
tine. By the comhiand of the sultaH) the charcbes-and for-' 
tifications of the Latin cities Were demounted ; a motive of 
avarice *or fear still ojiened the holy sepulchre to some devoitt 
and .defenceless pilgrims; and a moui^i and eolitaiy silence 
prevailed along the coast which had so long resounded 'With 
the woazis’s debate *. ^ ^ 

*See Alt fiiul espokian et the FraiUDt, hi SaiRitM, I. fiL p.xU. e. ii— -us. 
Abulfede, Macrir’, &c. in d« Guisnee, tOH, ir. a, tSs. i£4. Md VsrtOtl tAn. i. 

1. ill. p, 4»7— :*28. 
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Schism of the Greeks and Latins. — State of Constantinopie. 
^Revolt of the Bnlgaria7is,^Imac Jngelus dt throned 
his brother Jllexius. — Origin of the tfourth Crusade.^^ 
Alliance of the French and Vmetians with the SoH of 
Isaac. — Their naval Expedition to Constantinople. The 
two Sieges and final Conquest of the Citj/ hij the Latins. 

The restoration of tbe Western empire bjf Charlemagne^ 
was speedily followed by the separation of the Greek and 
Latin churches*. A religious and national animosity still 
divides the two largest communions of the Christian world ; 
and the schism of Constantinople, by alienating her most 
useful allies, and provoking her most dangerous enemies, has 
precipitated the decline and fj^ of the Roman empire in the 
East. ^ 

In the course of the present history, the aversion of tbe 
Greeks for the Latins has been often Visible and conspicuous. 
It was originally derived from the v4isdain of servitude, 
inflamed, after the time of Constantine, by the pride of 
equality or dominion; and finally exasperated by the pre-^ 
feience which their lebellious subjects had given to the 
alliance of the Franks, In every age, the Greeks were proud 
of their superiority in profane and religious knowledge: they 
had first received the liglft <»f Chrisun^tty ; they had pro- 
nounced the decrees of the seven general councils: they 
alone possessed the language m scripture «ind philosophy ; nor 
should the Barbarians, immet^sed in the darkness of the 
West+, presume to argue on the high and mys»^erious 
questions of theological science* Those Barbarians despised 

^ Imlhe successive ceuturies, from the ixth to the xviiith, Mosheim traejef 
the schism of the Greeks, with learning, dearness, and impartiality ; the 
Jilioque (lustitut. Hist. Eccles. p. S77.)> HI- P- 303. Piiotius, p. 307, 303. 
Michapl Cerularius, p, 370, 371 , &c. 

’ESTTEgta Epist.® 47 edit M<i|||mii3it.). The 

Oriental patriarch continues to apply tl»e images of thunder;*^ eara^nake, hail, 
wild'boar, praecursors of Aatlchi 1 st, &t,c. &c. 

VoL. viir. s D 
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ip their turn the restless syid subtle levity of the Orientals, 
the ‘authors of every heresy ; and blessed their own simplicity, 
which was content to hold the tradition of the apostolic 
church# Yet in tte seyjinth cenuiijr; the synods of Spain, 
and afterwards of France, improved or corrupted, the Nic^ne 
creed, on the mysterious subject of the third person of the 
Trinity In the long controversies of the East, the nature 
and generation of the Ctirist had been» scrupulously defined ; 
and ifee well-known relation of father and son seemed to 
cotajm a hiiiJl^age to the human mind. The idea of birth 
w JflRs adimgous to the Holy Spirit, who, instead of a divine 
gift or attribute, was considered by the Catholics, as a sub-^ 
stance, a person, a god; he was not begotten, but in th& 
orthodox style he proceeded. Did he proceed from the Fa4j||fil% 
alone, perhaps by the Son ? or from the Father and tbeS:<^? 
Tlie first of these opinions was asserted by the Greeks^ ,lhe 
second by the Latins; and the addition to the Nicerre creed 
of the word filioqne, kindled the flame of discord between 
the Oriental and the Gallic churches. In the origin of the 
dispute, the Roman pontiffs affected a character of neutrality 
and itiuderation f : they condemned the innovation, but they' 
acquiesced in the sentiment, of their Transalpine brethren : 
they seemed desirous^^f casting a veil of silence and chaiity 
over the superfluous research; itid in the correspondence of 
Charlemagne and Leo the third, the pope assumes th^ liberal- 
ity of a statesman, and tl|e prince descends to the passions 
and prejudices of a priest f. But^the orthodoxy of Rome 
spontaneously obeyed the impulse of her temporal policy ; 
and the Jilioque, whij||i Leo wished to erase, was transcribed 
in the symbol and chaunted in the liturgy of the Vatican. 
The Nicciie and Athanasian deeds are held as the Catholic 

* The myFtorious of the procession CJhost, is discussed 

in the histoiical, theologica), and Controversial se|fij^AR<^nsense, by the Jesuit 
Petavius (Dogmata Tlwologica, tom ii. 1. vii. , 

t Befoie the shrike of St Peter, he placed two shields df* Ate weight of 94{ 
pounds of pure silvei j on which he inscribed the text of both creeds- (utroque 
symbolo), pro ainore et ca«^W<i'orthodox«e lidei (Anastas, in Leon. III. i^MuTa^ 
tori, tom. Ill, pal's i p 208.). His language most clearly proves, that neither 
the filioque, nor the Athanasian creed, were received at Rome about the year 
830. 

X The Missi of Chailcniagne pressed to declare, that all who rejected 
the at, least the doctrine, must bo damned. All, replies the pope, arc . 

not capabte A^eacliing tha#altiora myst^ia', qui potuerit, et non volaerit, 
salviis esse potest (Collect. Concil. tom. ix. p. ^7—286.), The 
would e a large loOp-hoIc of salvation ! • 
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farth, without which none oon bfi saved; and both Papists 
and Prot^estants must now sustain and return the anathemlil 
of the Greeks, who deny the pi*ocession of the Holy Gho^ 
fiom the Son, as well «#from the IPatber. Such articlek df 
faith are not susceptible of treaty ; but the rules of discipline 
will vary in remote and independent churches; and th^ 
reason, even of divines, mi^t allow, that the difference is 
inevitable and harmless. The craft or superstition of Rome 
has imposed on her priests and deacons the rigid obligation 
of celibacy ; among the Greeks, it is confined to the bishops ;* 
the loss is c<»tipensated by dignity or annihilated by age^ 
and the^jparochial clergy, the papni^ cnjo^ th^ conjugal 
society of the wives whom tbey“ have^married before their ^ 
entrance into holy orders. A question concernihg the 
Aziims was fiercely debated in the eleventh century, and the 
essence of the Eucharist was supposed in the East and West^ 
to depend on the use of leavened or t|nleavened bread. 
Shall I mention in a fieriods lijufiory the furious reproaches 
that were urged ^tgainst the fe tins, who, for a lotig while, 
remained on the defensive? jney neglected to abstain, 
according to the apostolical decree, from things * strangled, . 
and from blood : they fasted, a Jewish observance ! on the 
Saturday of each week : during the fifst week of Lent the^ 
permitted the n^e of milk an^ cheese ^ ; their infirm mopl'A 
were indiilged in the taste of flesh ; and animal grease 
substituted for the want of vegetabfe oil : the holy chrism d*f 
unction in baptism was r^erved to the episcopal order; the 
bishops, as the bridegrooitts of their churchi^, were ttei^Med 
with rings; their priests shaved their fac^iS, and baptised by a 
single immersion. Such were the crimes which provoked 
the zeal of the patriarchs of Constantinople ; and which 
were justified with equal zeal by the doctors of the Latin 
church f. 

Bigotry and national aversion are powerful magnifiers of 
ev^ry abject of dispute; but the immediate cause of ||ie 


* In France, after some harsher laws, the ecclesiastical discipline is now 
relaxed : milk, cheese, and butter, are become a perpetual and eggs an annual 
indulgence in Lent (Vie prW6e des Ftanvois, tom. li. p, 27—38.}. 

t The original monuments of % schism, of the charges £the Grchks 
against the I^tms, are deposited in the Epistles of Photius ( Encychca, 
U^p. 47 ^ 1 .) and of Michael Cerulm-ius (Canisii Aiitiq. 
m, i. 324. edit. BaaHafe, with the prolix answer of cardinal Humbert.^ 
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t^chism of the Greeks may^be traced in the emulation of the 
leading prelates, who maii^ained the supremacy of the old 
metropolis superior to all, and of the reigning capital, inferior 
to none, in the Christina world. About the middle of the 
ninth century, Photius*, an ambitious layman, the captain of 
the guards and principal secretary, was promoted by merit 
and favour to the more desirable office of patriarch of Con- 
stantinople. In science, even ecclesiastical science, he 
surpassed the clergy of the age ; and the purity of his morals 
has never been impeached: but his ordination was hasty, his 
rise was irregular ; and Ignatius, his abdicated predecessor, 
was yet supported by the public compassion and the obstinacy 
of his adherents. They appealed to the tribunal of Nicholas 

* the first, one of the proudestand most aspiring of the Roman 
pontiffs, who embraced the welcome opportunity of jutiging 
and condemning his rival of the East. Their quarrel was 
embittered by a »eonflict of jurisdiction over the king and 
nation of the Bulgarians ; nor was their recent conversion to 
Christianity of much avail to either prelate, unless he could 
number the proselytes among the subjects of his power. 
With the aid of his court the Greek patriarch was victorious; 
but in the furious contest he deposed in his turn the successor 
of St, Peter, and involved the Latin church in the reproach 
of heresy and schism. Photils sacrificed the peace of the 
world to a short and precarious reign : he fell with his patron, 
the Caesar Baid4s ; and Basil the Macedonian performed an 
act of justice in the restoration of Ignatius, whose age and 
dignity bad not* been sufficiently respected. From his 
monastery, or prison, Photius solicited the favour of the 
emperor by pathetic complaints and artful flattery ; and the 
eyes of his rival were scarcely closed, when he was again 
restored to the thione of Constantinople. After tsfie death of 
Basil, hie experienced the vicissitudes of courts and the 
ingratitude of a royal pupil : the patriarch was again deposed, 
and in his last solitary hours he might regret the freedom of 
a sfecular and studious life. In each revolution, the breath, 
the nod, of the sovereign had been accepted by a submissive 
clergy ; and a synod of three hundred bishops was always 

t 

* The, xth volume of the Venice edition of the Councils, contains all the 
|c,ts of the synod'^, and Uistoty of Photins: they are abridged with *a faiut 
tmgc of prejudice ar piudeace, by Dupin and Flcuiry, 
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prepared to hail thfe triumph, or to stigmatize the fell, of the 
holy, or the execrable, Photius By a delusive pmioiselof 
succour or reward, the popes were tempted to countenance 
these various proceedings ; and thCsynods of Constantinople 
were ratified by tbeir epistles or legates. But court and 
the people, Ignatius and Photius, were equally adverse tp 
their claims; their ministers were insulted or imprisoned.; 
the procession of the Holy Ghost was forgotten ; Bulgaria was 
for ever annexed to the Byzantine throne ; and the schism 
was prolonged by the rigid censure of all the multiplied 
ordinations of an irregular patriarch. The darkness and 
corruption qf the tenth century suspended the intercourse, 
without recoriiping the minds, of the two nations; Bui 
when the Norman sword restored thechurches of Apulia to 
the jurisdiction of Rome, the departing flock was warned, by 
a petulant epistle of the Greek patriarch, to avoid and abhor 
tiie errors of the Latins. The rising majesty of Rome could 
no longer brook the insolence of a rebel; and Michael 
Cerularius was excommunicated in the heart of Constantino- 
ple by , the pope’s legates. Shaking the dust from their feet, 
they deposited on the altar of St. Sophia a direful anathema f, 
which enumerates the seven mortal heresies of the Greeks, 
and devotes the guilty teachers, and their unhappy sectaries, 
to the eternal society of the devil and his angels. Accord- 
ing to the emergencies of the church and state, a friendly 
correspondence was sometimes resumed ; the language of 
charity and concord was sometimes affected ; but the Greeks 
have never recanted their errors; the phpes hi^e never 
repealed their sentence: and from this thunder-bolt we may 
date the consummation of the schism. It. was enlarged by 
each ambitious step of the Roman poiitiffs : the emperors 
blushed and trembled at the ignominious* fate of their royal 
brethren of Germany ; and the people was scandalized by 
the temporal power and military life of the Latin clergy 

t^The synod of Constantinople, held in tlie year 869, is the viiith of 
ffeoeral councils, the last assembly of the East ij^hich is recoffnised by the 
Homan church. She rejects the synods of Constantinople of the years 8^7 
and 879> which were, however, equally numerous and noisy 5 but they were 
favourable to Photiusl 

f See tliis anathema in the Co«i|^i]s, torn. xi. p. 1457 — 146o. 

j Anna Comnena (Alexiad, l.i. p, 31—33.) represents the abhorrence, not 
only o, the church, but of the palais, for Gregory VII. the popes, and tha 
l4tin communion. The style of Cinnamus and Nicetas is still more vehement. 
Yet how calm is the voice of history comi«ired ^tith that of polemics I 
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The avei'sion of the Greeks apd Latins was nourished and 
!inanifesled in the three eicpeditions to the Holy Land. 
Alexius Comneniis contrived the absence at least of the for- 
midable pilgrims : his successors, Manuel and Isaac Angelus, 
conspired' ;Mth the Moslems for the ruin of the greatest 
prince# wie Pranks; and their ciooked and malignant 
policy was seconded by the active and voluntary obedience 
of every order of their subjects. Of -this hostile temper, a 
}frrge porpon may doubtless be ascribed to the difference of 
lenguag^r dress, and manners, which severs and alienates die 
nations of the globe. The pride as well as the prudence of 
the sovereign, was deeply wounded by the intrusion of 
foreign armiesf that claimed a right of trais|(fsing his domi- 
iiions, and passing untJer the walls of his capital: his subjects 
were insulted and plundered by the rude strangers oF the 
West; and the hatred of the pusillanimous Greeks was 
sharpened by the secret envy of the bald and pious enter- 
prises of the Franks. But these profane causes of national 
enmity were fortified and inflamed by the venom of religi- 
ous zeal. Instead of a kind embrace, an hospitable recep- 
tion from their Christian brethren of the East, every tongue 
was taught to repeat the names of schismatic and heretic, 
more odious to an orthodox ear than those of pagan and 
infidel : instead of being loved for the general conformity of 
faith and worship, tliey were abhorred for some rules of dis- 
cipline, some questions *of theology, m which themselves or 
their teachers might differ from the Oriental church. In the 
crusade of Louis the seventh, the Greek clergy washed and 
purified the altars which bad been defiled by the sacrifice of 
a French fwiesty The companions of Fredh*ic Barbarossa 
deplore the injuries which they endured, both in word and 
deed> from the peculiar rancour of the bishops and monks. 
Their priyers and seri^ons excited the people against the 
impious Barbarians ; and: the patriarch is accused of decla- 
ring, that the faithful might obtain the redemption o^ all 
tlieir sins by the extirpation of the schismatics*. An entffu- 


* His iTnonymous liistorian (dc Bxpedit. Asiat. Fred. I. in Canisil Lection. 
Antiq tom. ui. pars ii. p 5 U, edit. Basnage) mentions the sermons of the 
Greek patriarch, quoroodo Grmcis iiyunxei^t in remissionem pcccatorum pere- 
occidcre ct delcrc de terra. Tagi#io observes (in Scriptores Freher. tom. 
i. p. 400. edit. Stmv.), Ghmd^hmreticf»s nos appellant ; clerici et monachi dic^p 
et factis persequtmtur. We may add the declaration of the emperor Baidwia 
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siast, named Doroibeus, akrraed^be fears^ jmd restored tb^ 
confidence, of tlie einperor, a prophetic assurjwnce, tbalfc 
{he German heretic, after aasatniing the gate of B!aeherfie%« 
would be made a signal example of the divine vengeancte.^ 
The passage of these mighty armies were rare afid perilous^ 
events ; but the crusades introduced a frequent and familiar 
intercourse between the two nation^ which enlarged their 
knowledge without abating their prejudiq^. The wealth 
and luxury of Constantinople demanded the productions cf 
every climate : these imports were balanced by the art and 
labour of her numerous inhabijtanti^ her situation invites^ 
ilie commerce of the world; and^ in every <jperiod of her 
existence, that ^fibmmerce has been in the hands <1^ foreign- 
ers. After the decline of Am^phij the Vertetiaus, Pilsansy 
and Genoese, introduced their factscries and settlements iritc^ 
the capital of the empire : their services were rewaided with* 
honours and immunities; they acquired the possession of 
lands and houses: their families were multiplied by marri- 
ages with the natives ; and, after the toleration of a Mahome- 
tan mosque, it was impossible to interdict the churches of 
the Roman rite*. The two wives of Manuel Comnenusf 
were of the race of the Franks; the first, a sister-in-law of 
the emperor Conrad ; the second, a daughter of the prince of 
Antioch : lie obtained for his son Alexius a daughter of 
Philip Augustus king of France; and fee bestowed his own 
daughter on a marquis of Montserrat, who was educated 
and dignified in the palacb of Constantinople. The Greek 
encountered the arms, and aspired to the empire, of the 
West ; lie esteemed the valour, and trusted^ the fioOTty, of the 
^^^ranks their military talents were unfitly rcc6mp<|^sed by 

fifteen years afterwards : Hapc est (g‘em) quae Latinos omnes non jiiomiuum 
nomine, sed canum dignie^batur 5 quorum sanguinem eifundere pcn<^ inter jnerita 
I'Cputabant (Gesta Innoceut III. c 92. m Muratori, Script. Eerto Italicamm, 
tom, iii, pars i. p. 536 .)- There maybe some exa^eratiou, but it was as effiec- 
tuul fw the action and re-action of hatred. 

* gee Anna Comnena (Alexiad, 1 . vi. p. 161, 162.) and a remarkable passage 
of NiSetas (in Manuel, b V. c. 9 ), who observes of the Venetians, af/.yjm 
Kxi ^ipctTpst? rvp KarrayTtw#9roA« tv? ‘oixt$a? See, 

t Ducaiige, Fam. Byzant. p. 186, 187. 

J Nicetes in Manuel, 1 . vli. c. 2. Regnante enim (Manucle) .... apnd 
eum tantam Latinus populus reperers^ gratiam ut neglcetw Grsecalis auis tan- 
quam viris mollibus et efFoeminatis, .... solis Latmis gtandia committeret 
ne^otia «... er^a eos profuse Ifberalitate abuhd^at ... ex omni orbe ad 
euih tanqnhhi ad benefactorem nobdes et iguobiJes concurrebant. Willerm. 
Tyr. xxii. c. 10. 
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the lucrative offices of jui§!ges and treasurers ; the policy of 
Manuel had solicited the usance of the pope; and the po-^ 
pular Voice accused him of a partial bias to the nation and 
religion of the Latins*. During his reign, and that of his 
successor Alexius* they were exposed at Constantinople 
the reproach of foreigners, heretics, and favourites ; and ihii 
triple guilt was severely expiated in the tumult, ’.viuch 
announced the return and elevation of Andronicus } . 'i’he 
people rose in arms ; from the Asiatic shore the tyrant dir- 
patched his troops and gallies to assist the national reverse ; 
and the hopeless resistance of the strangers seived only to 
justify the rage, and sharpen the daggers, of the assassins. 
Neither age, nor sex, nor the ties of friendship or kindred, 
could save the victims of national hatred^ ^ndf^<avarice, and 
religious zeal ; the Latins were sldSf^itered in their ht)uses 
and in the streets; their qctfrter was reduced to ashes; the 
clergy were burnt in their churches, and the sick in their 
hospitals ; and some estimate may be formed of tlie slain 
from the clemency which sold above four thousand Christians 
in per[)etual slavery to the Turks. The priests and monks were 
the loudest and most active in the destruction. of the schis- 
matics; and they chaunted a thanksgiving to the Lord, when 
the head of a Roman cardinal, the pope's legate, was severed 
from liis body, fastened to the tail of a dog, and diagged, 
with savage mockery, through the city. The more diligent 
of the strangers had retreated, on the first alarm, to their 
vessels, and escaped through tlie Hellespont from the scene 
of blood. In their flight, they burnt and ravaged two hun- 
dred mile^ of the sea-coast ; inflicted a- severe revenge on 
the guiltless subjects of the empire; marked the priests and 
monks as their peculiar enemies; and compensated, by the 
accumujation of plunder, the loss of their property and 
friends.. On their return, they exposed to Italy and Europe 
the wealth and weakness, the perfidy and malice, of the 
Greeks, whose vices were painted as the genuine characters . 

r 

* The suspicious of the Greeks would have been confirmed, if they had seen 
the political epistles of Manuel to pope Alexander 111. the enemy of his enemy 
Frederic I in which the emperor declares bis wish of uniting the Greeks and 
Latins as one flock under one shepherd, Ijgc. (See Fleury, Hist. Eccles. tom. xv. 
p. 187 . 213 343 .). 

t See the Greek and L^in narratives in Nicetas (in Alexio Comneno, c. 10.) 
and William of Tyre (1. xxii. c. 10, il, 12, 13.); the first soft and concise, the • 
second loud, copious, and tragical. 
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c^f beresj and scjiki»f ’^he scrt^ples of ttiV fiiiijcrusaders 
ha,d neglected tfte 

possessioq of pbnstaotini^]^1&, ihe wky t 6 the Holy 
domestic Veyolttliod %y4l;1^i wd altnoat ^ompdled^l chk 
French and i^^|kiaii| to idcUieve the eotiquest of the 
man empire tlieeasC'*'^ ‘ v 

In the seriSs of ?ihe Byzantine prineef/ 1 have exhibited 
the hypocrisy and aj|f|ition^ the tyranny and fall, of Andro- 
iiiqus, the last male eft the Cpmnchian tamily who reigned 
at Constantipopll/ , The reyolntiibn/ which east him head-* 
\(^ from the thron^^ say<^d and exallOd#Isaac Angelas #^* 
descended by the females from ^the same imperial 
dynasty. The successor of a second Nfero mi|fhl have found 
it an easy task to deserve itb esteem and kffectlbn of his 
subjects: they sometimes had -reason ih tegrOt the adminis- 
tration of Andronicus. The sound and vigorous mind of 
the tyrant was capable of discerning the connection between 
his own and the public interest ; and while hje was feared by 
all who could inspire him with fear, the unsuspected people, 
and the remote provinces, might bless the inexorable justice 
of their master. But his successor was vain and jealous of 
the supreme power, which be wanted courage and abilities to 
exercise; his vices were pernicious, his virtues (if he pos- 
sessed any virtues) were useless to mankind ; Und the Greeks, 
who imputed their calamito todlis negligence, denied him, 
the merit of any transient or accidental benefits of the times. 
Isaac slept on the throne, and was awakened only by the 
sound of pleasure : his vacabt hours were amused by come- 
dians and buffoons, and even to these buffoons the emperor 
was an object of contempt ; his feasts and buildings exceeded 
'*"the examples of royah luxury^ the number of his eunuchs 
and domestics amounted Co ttvehty thousand; and a daily 
sum of four thousand pbunds of sihe^;wiiuld\well to four 
millions sterling "the annual expense of household and 
table. His poverty was relieved by joppression 5 and the 
* public discontent was inflained by eqdal abuses in the collec- 
tion, and the application^ of the revenue. While the Greeks 

* The hlsto^ of the rei^ of Isaac Angelftsis eoij|||^ofe4, in three ho<»^s,hy 
the senator Nicetas (p. 228— 390.)<i his offices ^ tootheti^ oi; priii<;|p|U 
eecretary. an4 judge* of the veil or palace, could not bribe tbeimpittiality of 
ihe histSQiov He vrotei it is true, atter Jhe hi-U and'ieatli of his hcneffctbr. 

Voi: Vin. ■ '-'"’SE 
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numbered the days of tt^pir servitude, a flattering prophet, 
whom he rewarded w^ith the dignity of patriarch, assured 
him of a long and victorious reign of thirty-two years ; 
during which he should extend his sway to mount Libanus, 
and his conquests beyond the Euphrates. But his only step 
towards the accomplishment of the prediction, was a splen- 
did and scandalous embassy to Salaclin to demand the 
restitution of the holy sepulchre, and jto propose an offensive 
and defensive league with the enemy of the Christirtn name. 
In these unworthy hands, of Isaac and his brother, the 
remains of the Greek empire crumbled into dust. The island 
of Cyprus, whose name excites the ideas of elegance an^ 
pleasure, was (Usurped by his namesake, a Comnenian prince : 
and by a strange concatenation of events, the sword of our 
English Richard bestowed that kingdom on the house of 
Lusignan, a lich coinpens^ation for the loss of Jerusalem, 

The honour of the monarchy, and the safety of tl^e capi- 
tal, were deeply wounded by the revolt of the Bulgarians 
and Walachians. Since the victory of the second Basils 
they had supported, above an hundred and seventy years, 
the loose dominion of the Byzantine princes; but no effec- 
tual measures had been adopted to impose the yoke of laws 
and manners on these sayage tribes. By the command of 
Isaac, their sole means of subsistence, their flocks and herds, 
were driven away, to contribute towards the pomp of the 
royal nuptials; and their fierce warriors were exasperated by 
the denial of equal rank and pay in the military service. 
Peter and Asan, two powerful chiefs, of the race of the 
ancient kings f, asserted their own rights and the national 
freedom : their demoniac impostors proclaimed to the crowd, 
that their glorious pation St. D.emetrius had for ever deserted 
the cause of the Greeks ; and the conflagration spread from 
the banks of the Danube to the hills of Macedonia and 
Thrace. After some faint efforts, Isaac Angelus and his bro- 
ther acquiesced in their independence ; and the Imperial 

r 

* See Boliadin, Vit. Salaclin. p. 129 — 1,31, 226. vert. StHultcttS. The ambas- 
f ador of Isaac was equally versed in the Greek, French, and Arabic languages ; 
a rare instance m those times. His embassies were received with honour, dit* 
pissed without effect, and reported with scandal in the West. 

t Ducange, Fairtiltae Dalmalicse, p. 318 * 319 , 320 . The original correepoti- 
deace of the Bulgarian king and the Roman pontilTiis inscribed Infbe.^sta 

Innocent, III. c, 66—82. p. 313 — 525 . 
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tr6ops were soon discouraged by the bones of their fellow- 
soldiers, that were scattered along the passes of mount Hie- 
mus. By the arms and policy of John orfoannices, the 
second kingdom of Bulgaria was firmly established. The 
subtle Barbarian sent an embassy to Innocent the third to 
acknowledge himself a genuine son of Rome in descent and 
religion * ; ahd humbly rece’vcd from the pope, the licence 
of eoinit^ money, th<i royal title, and a Latin archbishop, or 
patriarch. The Vatican exulted in the spiritual conquest of 
Bulgaria, the first object of the sebisni ; and if the Greeks 
could have preserved the prerogatives of the church, they 
would gladly have resigned the rights of the monarchy. 

The Bulgarians were malicious enough to pray for the long 
life of Isaac Atigelus, the surest pledge of their freedom and 
prospciity. Yet their chiefs could involve in the same indis- 
criminate contempt, the family and nation of the emperor. 
In all the Gieeks,” said Asan to his troops, the same 
climate, and character, and education, will be productive of 
the same' fruits. Behold my lance,’' continued the war- 
rior, and the long streamer^ that float in the wind. They 
differ only in colour; they are formed of the same silk, 
and fashioned by the same workman ; nor has the stripe 
that is stained in purple, any superior price or value above 
its fellows f.” Several of these candidates for the purple 
successively rose and fell under the empire of Isaac : a gene-* 
ra) who had repelled the fleets of Sicily, was driven to revolt 
and ruin by the ingratitude of the prince ; and his luxurious 
repose was disturbed by secret conspiracies and popular insur- 
rections. The emperbr was saved by accident, or the merit 
bis servants : he was at length oppressed by an ambitious 
brother, who, for the hope of a precarious diadem, forgot the 
obligations of nature, of loyalty, and of friendship:}:. While 

* 

• The pope acknowledges his pedigi’ee, a nobili urbi's lUmse prosapiii geni- 
tores t«i origmem truxerunt. This tradition, and the strong resemblance of 
the Latin and VVallaehian idioms, is explained by M. d’Anville (Etats de TEn- 
rope^, p. 258—262 ). The Italian colonies of the Dacia of Trajan were swept 
away^by the tide of emigration from the Danube to the Volga, and brought 
back W another wave from the Volga to the Danube. Possible, but strange 1 
t 'rtis parable is in the best savage style j but I wish the Walach had not 
introduced the classic name of Mysians, the experiment of the magnet or loa^* 
■tone, and the passage of an old cof^ic poet (Nicetas, in Alex. Comneno, 1 . i. p. 
399 * 300 .). 

J The Latins aggravate the ingratitude of Alexius, bjr supposing that he had 
been released by his brother Isaac from Turkish captivity. This pathetic talc 

'2 £ 2 
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Isaac in the Thracian vallfes pursned the idle and solitary 
pleasures of the chace, his brother, Alexius Angelus, was 
invested with ^the purple, by the unanimous suffrage of the 
camp : the capital and the clergy subscribed to their choice ; 
and the vanity of the new sovereign rejected the name of 
his fathei^, for the lofty and royal appellation of the Coinne- 
nian race. On the despicable character of Isaac, I have 
exhausted the language of contempt ; and can only add, that 
in a reign of eight years, the’ baser /Mexius * was supported 
by the masculine vices of his wife Euphrosyne. The first 
Intelligence of his fall waa conveyed to the late emperor by 
the hostile aspect and pursuit of the guards, no longer his 
own ; he fled before them above fifty miles as far as Stagyra 
in Macedonia; but the fugitive, without an object or a fol- 
lower, was arrested, bro^jght back to Constantinople, depri- 
ved of his eyes, and confined in a lonesome tower, on a scanty 
allowance of bread and water. At the moment of the revo- 
lution, his son Alexius-, whom he educated in the hope of 
empire, was twelve years of age. He was spared by the 
usurper, and reduced to attend his triumph both in peace 
and war; but as the army was encamped on the sea-shore, an 
Italian vessel facilitated the escape of the royal youth ; and, 
in the disguise of a common sailor, lie eluded the search of 
Ills enemies, passed the Hellespont, and found a secure refuge 
in the isle of Sicily. After saluting the threshold of the 
apostles, and imploring the protection of pope Innocent the 
third, Alexius accepted the kind invitation of his sister Irene, 
the wife of Philip of Swabia, king of the Romans. But in 
his passage through Italy, he heard that the flower of West- 
ern chivalry was assembled at Venice for the deliverance of 
the Holy Land ; and a ray of hope was kindled in his bosom 
that their invincible swords might be employed in his father’s 
restoration. 

About ten or twelve yeais after the loss of Jerusalem, the 
nobles of France were again summoned to the holy war by 
the voice of a third prophet, less extravagant, perhaps, tlaan 
Peter the hermit, but far below St. Bernard in the merit of an 
orator and a statesman. An illiterate priest of the neighbour- 

t 

bad doubtless beeti repeated at Venice andZ&ra^ but 1 do not resadUy discovet 
|t8 gi'ouuds in the Greek historians. 

♦ See the reign of Alexius Angelas, or Comnenas, in the three books of 
Ricctas, p. 891—352, 
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hood of Paris, Fulkof Neuilly^*, ft^rsook his parochial doty, 
assume the more flattering character of a popular and 
itinerant missionary^ The fame of his sanctity and miraclea 
was spread over the land; he declaimed, with severity and 
vehemence, against the vices of the age; and his sermons^ 
which he preached in the streets of Paris, converted the 
robbers, the usurpers, tlie prostitutes, and even the doctors 
and scholars of the university. No sooner did Innocent the 
third ascend the chair of St. Peter, than he proclaimed in 
Italy, Germany, and France, the obligation of a new 
crusade t. The eloquent pontiff described the ruin of 
Jerusalem, the triumph of the Pagans, and the shame of 
Christendom : his liberality proposed the redemption of sins>, 
a plenary indulgence to all who should serve in Palestine, 
either a year in person, or two years by a substitute;!;; and 
among his legates and orators who blew the sacred trumpet, 
Fulk of Neuilly was the loudest and most successful. The 
situation of the principal monarchs was averse to the pious 
summons. The emperor Frederic the second was a child ; 
and his kingdom of Germany was disputed by the rival 
houses of Brunswick and Swabia, the memorable factions of 
the Guelphs and Ghibelines. Philip Augustus of France 
had performed, and could not be persuaded to renew, the 
perilous vow ; but as he was not less ambitious of praise than 
of power, he chearfully instituted a perpetual fund for the 
defence of the Holy Land. Richard of England was 
satiated with the glory and misfortunes of his first adventure, 
and he presumed to deride the exhortations of Fulk of 
Neuilly, who was not abashed in the presence of kings. 
You advise me,” said Plantagenet, to dismiss my three 
daughters, pride, avarice and incontinence : I bequeath 
them to the most deserving ; my pride to the knights-tem- 
plars, my avarice to the monks of Cisteau3c, and my incon- 

• 

* See Fleury, Hist. Eccles. tom. xvi. p. 26, &c. and .Villehardouin, No. 1. 
with the observations of Eucange, which I always mean to quote with the 
origiiml t^t. 

t^The contemporary life of pope Innocent III. phhlished by Baluze and 
Mnratori (Scriptores Rerum Italicarum, tom. iii. pars i. p. 496 — $68.), is most 
valuable for the important and driginal documents which are inserted in the 
text. The bull of the crusade may be read, c. 84 , 85 . 

' X que cil pardon fut issi gq|n, si s'en e8meure|^ multli cuers des 261% 

et mult s'en erbisierent, porce que li pardons ere si gran. Villebardouin, No. 1 . 
Oar jphilosophers may rehof on the causes of the crusades, but 80^h were the 
genuine feelings of a French knight. 
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tinence to the prelates// But the preacher.vras heard and 
olieyed by tiie great vassals, the princes of the second order; 
and Theobald^ or Thlbaut, count of Champagne, was tlie 
ibremostin the holy race. Ttie valiant youth, at the age of 
twenty^two years, was encouraged by the domestic examples 
of his father, who marched in the second crusade, and of his 
elder brother, who had ended his days in Palestine with the 
title of king of Jerusalem: two thousand two hundred 
knights owed service and homage to his peerage*: the 
nobles of Champagne excelled in all the exercises of war-f; 
and, by liis marriage with the heiress of Navarre, Thibaiit 
could draw a band of hardy Gascons from either side of the 
Pyrenseun meJuntains. His companion in arms was Louis, 
ooLint of Blois and Chartres; like liimself of regal lineage, 
for both the princes were nephews, at the same time of the 
kings of France and England. In a crowd of prelates and 
barons, who imitavrd their zeal, I distinguish the l)irth and 
merit of Matthew of Montmorency; the famous Simon of 
Montfort, the scourge of the Albigeois; and a valiant noble, 
JeftVey of VMlchauloiiin J, marshal of Cliampagne§, who 
has condescended, in the lude idiom of his age and country ||, 
to write or dictate an original narrative of the councils 
and actions in which he bore a memorable part. At the 
same time, Baldvvin count of Flanders, who had married the 
sister of Tlubaut, assumed the cross at Bruges, with his 

^ Fins number of ftofs (of which isoo owed hege homap^e) was enrolled in 
the chuich of St Stephe^i at Troyes, and attested A. D. 1213, by the marshal 
and butler ot Ctiajupa^ne (Diicang^e, Observ. p. 254.). 

f Cauipama militia; pi ivde«io niiif^ulanus excellit .... in tyrooiniis .... 

prolusionc annoriim, kc. Ducauj^e, p. 219. from the old Chromele of Jemsa- 

Uw, A 1). 1177— 1199. 

I The name of Villc hardouiii was tikcn from a villajje and castle in the**" 
of Troyes, near tlie river Aube, between Bai* and Arccis. The family 
^Yas ancient and noble j the elder branch of our historian existed after the year 
1400; tlic younfrer, which aequhed the principality of Achaia, merged in the 
house of Savoy (Ducangc, p. 235— '245. y 

§ Tills office was h^ld by his father and his descendants, but Ducange hag 
not hwnted it wirh his usual sagacity. I hnd that, in the year 135G, in was m 
the family of Couacpis ; but these provincial, have been long sihee eclipsed by 
the national, marshals of France. 

i| Thisjanguage, of which 1 shall produce some wiecimens, is explain^ by 
Vigcnere ftud Dncange in a version and glossary. The presidant des Btosftee 
(Mochanitemedcs Langucs, tom. ii p. 83.) gives it as the example of a language 
whicli has ceased to be French, and is understood only by grammarians. 

** Uls age, and hie own expression, moi qui ccste oeuvre fficfu (No. 62, dec.), 
may jasuty the Suspicion (more probable tlhn j^Ir, tVood’s on Bonier), that he 
could reail nor wi ite. Yet Champagne may hoast of the two fir^ his- 

torians, Ibt uoble aiithors of French prose, Tdlehardouia apd JoinvUle. 
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brother Henry and the principal knights and citiaeas of tfa«t 
rich and industrious province The vow which the cfaieft 
had pronounced in churches, they ratified in tournametitAj 
the operations of the war were debated in full and frequesil; 
assemblies; and it was resolved to seek the deliverance of 
Palestine in Egypt, a country^ since Saladin’s deaths which 
was alihoiNt ruincfl by famine and civil waav ^ut the fate of 
so many royal armies displayed the toils and perils of % land 
expedition ; and, if the Flemings dwelt along the ocean, the 
French barons were destitute of ships, and ignorant of navU 
gation. They embraced the wise resolution of chasing si^ 
deputies or representatives, of whom Villebardouin was one^ 
W'ith adiscictionary trust to direct the motiot^ and to pledge 
the faith, of the whole confederacy. Tiie, rni^itime states of 
Italy were alone possessed of the means of transporting th® 
holy wariiors -with their arms and horses ; and the six depu-* 
ties proceeded to Venice, to solicit, on motives of piety or 
interest, the aid of that powerful republic. 

In the invasion of Italy by AttiLa, I have mentioned the 
flight of the Venetians from the fallen cities of the continent, 
and their obscure shelter in the chain of islands that line the 
extremity of the Adriatic gulf. In the midst of the waters, 
free, indigent, laborious, and inacccvssible, they gradually 
coalesced into a republic : the first foundations of Venice 
were laid in the island of Rialto; and the annual election of 
the twelve tribunes was superseded by the permanent office of 
duke or doge. On the V( rge of the'two empires, the Vene-* 
tians exult in the belief of pnrnitive and perpetual independn 
cneef- Against the Latins, their antique freedom has been 
asserted by the sword, and may be justiiied by the pen. Char- 
lemagne himself resigned all claim of sovereignty to the 
islands of the Adriatic gulf; his stjn Pepin was repulsed in 
the attacks of the lagunas or canals, too deep for the oavalry. 


* The cn;i«a<h; arid ret^ne of the courts of Fianderi, Baldwin, and his brother 
Henry, we the subject of a particular history by the Jesuit Doutremeng (Cou- 
atantinopolis Bel^caj Turnaci, J()3S, in 4^0 ), which I have only suen with the 
eyes of Luransfe. 

The foundation and independence of Venice, rnd Pepin’s invasion, are dis- 
cussed by Pa^i (Critica, tom. lii. A, D. Bio, No. 4, ek,c.) and Beretti ( Dissert. < 
Choro^r^ph. lUhae raedii Mv\, in Mhi^tori, Script, tom, x. p. 153.). Thetwb 
critics have a sliffht bias, the Frenchman adverse, the Italian favourable, to the 
republic. ♦ 
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'ioa too fallow fiw^veisels j,a»d^i^^ evejry.age, utideribfe 
sdrcnttan <^8tir8,>tW la^ of the republic have been clearly 
idisting^uhed from tbes^cingdoai of Italy., But tfaie iababit'' 
ants of|r«flice .were Compered ;by (Ehemselves, by strangers^ 
and b^i jiheiif sovereigns, as an inalienable porUon of the 
Gree^s^l^e* in the ninth and tenth centuries, theproofs 
'tif tIl^;^bJecdon are numerous and Unquestionable; and 
ihej^ipIP'f^OSj the servile honours, of the Byzantine Murt, 
eO am^hOTsly solicited by the#lukeS, would have degraded 
the .of a free people. But the bands of this 

depent^pce, which was never absolute or rigid, were imper- 
ceptibly relaxed by the ambition of Venice and the weakness 
, ©f OoitstanthMIRle. Obedience was softened into respiect, 
''tprivilej^ lipdnTO’ into prerogative, and, the freedom of do- 
Riestic government was fortified by the independence of 
'fbreign'dominion. The maritime dries jif Istria and Dal- 
Hiatia bowed to the sovereigns of the Adriatic ; and when 
they atmed against the Normans in the Clause of Alexius, the 
■ emperor applied, not to the duty of his subjects, but to the 
gratitude and generosity of h'® faithful allies. The sea was 
their patrimony, i" : the western parts of the Mediterranean, 
from Tuscany toffibraltar, were indeed abandoned to their 
rivals of Pisa &m Genoa; but the Venetians acquired an 
early and li^tire share of.,the commerce of GreeS:e and 
Egypt. Their riches increased witii the increasing demand 
of Europe : their manufectures of silk and glass, perhaps the 
institution of their bank, are of high antiquity; and they 
enjoyed the Mits of their industry in the magnificence of 
public .and private life. To assert her flag, to avenge her 
injuries, to protect the freedom of navigation, the republic^ 

• When the eon of Chnilemagne aeeerted hie right of eovereignty, be wae 
•bnreied by the loyal Venetians, »(«« «>»« « PtftMi»w*0aer«W«{ 

(CSo'MBtanlln, Porphyrojfenita de Admittistr»t, Iinperii, parg ii. 28. p. 85.); 
^nd tb« report of tbe ixth, eiitablblies tbe fact of the xtb centarii wliioh is 
condresed by the embassy of Liutprand of Gremona, The iMthufti tribute, 
urhich the emperor allows them to pay to the king of Itidy, aHeviates, by 
doubJin^y IhMr eertltude; but the hateful word be^ranslat^, a» iw 

' the charter of 827 (Lauyier, Hist, de Venise, tom. i. p. 07i 
appell^km of tubMi, orjldelts. 

t See the xxrth and xxxth diss^tatioos of the Antiquitatei moom . 
Muratori. From Anderson's History of GommeTice, I understand thit tm 
Venetiaus did not ti*ade to England before the year 1823. The ipoailr^o'trisn- 
iug state of their wealth and eoiumercc ifi thebegipninf of the eentury,is 

^reeably described by the Ahhfc I>ikl|ps (Hist. 4® lh' ligue de Ca'inbray,,tol»* 
ii. p. 443— 480.). ^ 
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rould launch and man a fleet of ^n hundred galU^ ; and the 
Greeks, the Saracens, and the Normans, were encotint^ed by 
her naval arms. The Franks of Syria were assiste4 by the 
Yenetians in the reduction of the se^-coast; but tSeir 25eal 
was neither blind nor disinterested; and in the conquest of 
Tyre, they shared the sovereignty of a city, the flht seat of 
the commerce of the world. The policy of Yenice wis 
marked by the avarice of a trading, and the insolejl^ie of a 
maritime, power; yet her ambition was prudent ; nor did she 
often forget that if arnied gallies were the eflfect and safe- 
guard, merchant vessels were the cause and supply of her 
greatness. In her religion she avoided the schism of the 
Greeks, without yielding a servile obedieM| W the Roman 
pontiff ; and a free intercourse with the randels of every 
clime appears to have allayed betimes /the fever of super- 
stition. Her primitive government was a loose mixture of 
democracy and monarchy: tlie doge was elected by tlie 
votes of the generU assembly ; as long as he was popular 
and successful, he reigned with the pomp and authority of a 
prince; but in the frequent revolutions of the state, he was 
deposed, or banished, or slain, by the justice or injustice of 
the multitude. The twelfth century produced the first rudi- 
ments of the wise and jealous aristocracy, which has redu- 
ced tlie doge to a pageant, and the people to a cypher 

When the six ambassadors of tfie French pilgrims arrived 
at Venice, they were hospitably entertained in the palace 
of St. Mark, by the reigning duke : his name was Henry 
Dandolo f ; and he shone in the last period cf human life iis 
one of the most illustrious characters of the times. Under 


♦ The Venetians have hern slow in writings and publishing their history. 
Their most ancient moiiuments are, 1 . The rude Chronicle (perhaps) of John 
Sagominus (Venezia, 1765, in octavo), which represents the state and manners 
•f Venice in -fthc year ] 008 . 2. Thelargt^r history of the doge ( 1342 — 1354 ) 

Andrew Daudolo, published for the first time in the xiith tom. of Muratori, 
A. D. 1728. The History of Venice by the Abbe Laugier (Pan's, 1728), is 
work of some merit, which I have chiefly used for the constitutional part. 

f Henry Dandolo was eighty-fottr at his election (A. D. 1192), and ninety- 
seven at his death (A. D. 1205). See the Obfifervatious of Ducange sur Viltc- 
hardoiiin, No, 204 . But this extraordinary' longevity is not obsciwed by the 
Original WTiters, nor does there exist another example of an hero near an hun- 
dred years of age. Theophrastus might afford an instance of a writer of nivicty- 
nine ; but instead of tvnvvixovrx (Prooem. ad Character.), 1 am much incflped 
to read t^S'o^xoFTflt, with his last editor Fischer, and the first thoughts of 
^ Casauhon. It is scarcely possible that the powers of llwj mind and body should 
support themselves till such a period of life. 

Vor.. VIII. 2F 
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weight of years, and aft;^r the loss of his eyes Dandote 
rctabed a sound understanding and a manly courage ; the 
spirit of an hero, ambitions to signalize his feign by some 
memoraWe exploits: and the wisdom of a patriot, anxious to . 
build h}i fipime on the glory and advantage of his country. 
He praised the bold enthusiasm and liberal confidence of the 
barons, and their deputies; in such a cause, and withsUch 
associilb, he should aspire, were he a^private man, to tertni- 
nate his life; but he was the servant of the republic, and 
sofhe delay' Was requisite to consult, on this arduous busi- 
ness/ the judgment of his colleagues. The proposal of the 
French was first debated by the six sages who had been 
recently J^pP|i[|ted to controul the administration of the 
doge : it Was mxt disclosed to the forty members of the 
council of state ; and finally communicated to the legislative 
assembly of four hundred and fifty representatives, who were 
annually chosen in the six quarters of the city. In peace 
nnd v^ar, the doge was still the chief df the republic ; his 
legal authority was supported by the personal reputation of 
Bandolo; his arguments of public interest were balanced 
and approved ; and he Was authorised to inform the ambas- 
sadors of the following conditions of the treaty It was 
proposed that the^ crusaders should assemble at Venice, on 
the feast of St. John of the ensuing year : that flat-bottomed 
vessels should be prepared for four thousand five hundred 
horses, and nine thousand squires, with a number of ships 
suiiicient for the embarkation of four thousand five hundred 
knights, and tWienty thousand foot: that during a term of 
nine months they should be supplied with provisions, and 
transported to whatsoever coast the service of God and. 
Christendom should require ; and that the republic should 
join the armament with a squadron of fifty gallies. It was 
required/ that tire pilgrims should pay, before their departure, 
a^^sum of eighty^five thousand marks of silver ; and that all 
conquests, by sea and land, should be equally divided between 
the confederates. The terms were hard ; but tlie emergency 
was pressing, and the French barons were mot leas profuse of 
money than of blood. A general assembly was convened to 

^ TKc modern Venetians (Laugier, tori!, ii. p. 3 19 .) accuse einperor 
^tanuel : but tW calumny is refuted by ViUehardouin and the o)4%ril!e|d, - 
•up{) 0 !#e that Daudolo last bis eyes by a vpand (No. 34, and Dutangfy.^ ’ 

J t See tbe original treaty in the Chronicle of Andrew Dandolo, 
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ratify the treaty ; the stately chapel and place of Mark 
were filled with ten diousand eitizais ; and the noble depu- 
ties were tauglit a new lesson of humbling themselves before 
the mjyesty of the people. Illustrious Venetians,’* said 
the marshal of Champagne, we are sent by the greatest 
and most powerful barons of France, to implore die aid of 
the masters of the sea, for the deliverance of Jerusalem. 
They have enjoined us to fall prostrate at your fa#t; nor 
will we. rise from the ground, till you have promised to 
avenge with us the injuries of Christ/’ The eloqi|<^nc<“ of 
their words and tears their martial aspect, and suppliant 
attitude, w^ere applauded by an universal shout; as it were, 
says Jeffrey, by the sound of an earthquake|j^The venerable 
doge ascended the pulpit to urge their by those 

motives of honour and virtue, which alohe can be offered to 
a popular, assembly ; the treaty was transcribed on parch- 
ment, attested with oaths and seals, mutually accepted by the 
weeping and joyfdl representatives of France and Venice ; 
and dispatched to Rome for the approbation of pope Inno- 
cent tlie third. Two thousand marks were borrowed of the 
merchants for the first expeaces of the armament. Of the 
six deputies, two repassed the Alps to aupounce their success, 
while their four companions made a fruitifess trial of the zeal 
and emulation of the republics of Genoa and Pisa. 

Tlic execution of the treaty was still opposed by unforeseen 
difficulties and delays. Themarshal, on his return, to Troyes, 
was embraced and approved by Thibaut courit of Cham- 
pagne, who had been unanimously cliosen general of the 
confederates. But tlie health of that valiant youth already 
declined, and soon became hopeless; and he deplored the 
untimely fate, which condemned him to expire, not in a field 
of battle, but on a bed of sickness. To his brave and nume- 
rous vassals, the dying prince distributed his treasures : they 
ewore in his presence to accomplish his vow and their own ; 
but some there were, says the marshal who accepted his 
gifs and forfeited their word. The more resolute champions 
of the cross held a parliament at Soissons for the election of 

♦ A reader of Villehardouin mast observe the freqnent tears of the marshal 
and his brother knights. Sdchiea^que la ot maintc Icrme plorec de pitie (No, 
17 .) ; mult piorant (ibid.) ; mainte lerme plor^a (No. 34.) ; si orent mult pitie 
at plorerent mult durement (No. 6 o.)j i ot maint l^trme plov^e 4eplti^(Na» 
202.1 They weep on every occasion of grief, joy, or oevotioQ. 

Q F 2 
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a new general, but such \yas the incapacity, or jealousy, or 
reluctance, of the prindest of France, that none could be 
found both able and willing to assume the conduct of the 
enterprise. They acquiesced in the choice of a stranger, of 
Boniface marquis of Montfefrat, descended of a race of 
heroes, and himself of cpnspicuous tame in the wars and 
negociations of the times * ; nor could the plenty or ambition 
of the Italian chief decline this honourable invitation. After 
visiting the French court, where he was received a^a friend 
and kinsman, the marquis, in the church of Soissons, was 
invested with the cross of a pilgrim and the staff of a gene- 
ral; and immediately repassed the Alps, to prepare for the 
distant expedi^n of the East. About the festival of the 
Pentecost he Usplaycd his banner, and inarched towards 
Venice at the head of the Italians : he was preceded or fol- 
lowed by the counts of Flanders and Blois, and the most re- 
spectable barons df France ; and their numbers were swelled 
by the pilgrims of Germany t> whose object and motives 
were similar to their own. The Venetians had fulfilled, and 
even surpassed, their engagements : stables were constructed 
for the horses, and barracks for the troops ; the magazines 
were abundantly replenished with forage and provisions ; and 
the fleet of transjiorts, ships and gallies, was ready to hoist 
sail, as soon as the republic had received the price of the 
freight and armament. But that price far exceeded the 
wealth of the crusaders who were assembled at Venice. The 
Flemings, whose obedience to their count was voluntary and 
precarious, had embarked in their vessels for the long naviga- 
tion of the ocean and Mediterranean ; and many of the 
French and Italians had preferred a cheaper and more conve-, 
iiieut passage from Marseilles and Apulia to the Holy Land. 
Each pilgrim might complain, that after he had furnished 
his own contribution, he was made responsible for the defici- 
ency of his absent brethren : the gold and silver plate of the 
chiefs, which they freely delivered to the treasury of St. Mark, 


* By a victory (A. D. 1 191.) over the ciiizens of Asti, by a cnisade to PaW- 
tinc, and by an embassy from the pope to the German princes (Muratori, Anna- 
11 d’ltaba, tom. x. p. i6‘3. 209.), ’ 

crusade of the Germans in the Historia C.P. of Gunther (Cauisii 
\Tn V celeCrates the ^.Igrimage of his abbot 

2 !; r ' ; preac hing rivals of Fulk of Neuilly. Hw monastery, of 

tlic Cisttrcian order, was situate iH the diocese of Basil. ^ 
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was a generous but inadequate sticrifice ; and after all their 
efforts, . thirty-four thousand marks were still Wantin| to 
complete the stipulated sum. The obstacle wasremov^ by 
the policy and patriotism of the doge, who proposed to the 
barons, tljat if they would join their arms in reducing some 
revolted cities of Dalmatia, he would expose his person in the 
holy war, and obtain from the republic a long indulgence, till 
some wealthy conquest should afford the means of satisfying 
the debt:. After much scruple and hesitation, they chose 
rather to accept the offer than to reliquish the enterprise ; and 
the first hostilities of the fleet and army were directed aghast 
Zara*, a strong city of the Sclavonian coast, w^hich had 
renounced its allegiance to Venice, and impli^ed the protec- 
tion of the king of Hungary The crusaders burst the 
chain or boom of the harbour; landed thier horses, troops, ** 
and military engines j and compelled the inhabitants, after a 
defence of five days, to surrender at discretion : their lives 
were spaied, but the revolt was punished by the pillage of their 
houses and the demolitioti of their walls. The season was fa^ 
advanced ; the French and Venetians resolved to pass the whi- 
ter in a secure harbour and plentiful country; but their reppse 
was disturbed by national and tumultuous, quarrels of the ^sol- 
diers and mariners. The conquest of Zara had scatteredi the 
seeds of discord and scandal: ihe arms of the allies |had 
been stained in their outset with the blood, not of infi^Jels, 
but of Christians: the king of Hungary and his new (sub- 
jects were themselves enlisted under the banner of the cross; 
and the scruples of the devout, wereanagnified by the fear or 
lassitude of the reluctant, pilgrims. The pope had excom- 
municated the false crusaders who had pillaged and massacred 
their brethren J, and only the marquis Boniface and Simon 


♦ Jadcra, now Zara, was a Roman colony, which ackiKVwledged Augustus for 
its parent. It is now only two miles round, and contains five or six thousan4 
inhabitants j but the fortiheations are strong, and it is joined to the main land 
by a bridge See the travels of the two companions, Spon and Wheeler (Voyage 
de Dalmatic, de Greee, &o.tom. i.p. 64—70. Journey into Greece, p, 8 — 14.); 
•the lafit of whom, by mistaking. SV5^erf<a for values an arch with statues 

and columns at twelve pounds. If, m his time, there were no trees near Zara, 
the cherry-trees were not yet planted which produce our iticompai'abla 
marasquin, 

t Katona (Hist. CriticaReg. Hungaria»,Stirpi9 Arpad. tom. iv. p. 536—558.) 
£;oUects all the facts and testimonies most adverse to the conquerors of Zara. 

{ 'See the whole transaction, and the sentiments of the popq, in the Epistles 
•f Innocent HI. Gesta, c. 86, 87, 88. 
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of Mpnlfort escaped these#spiritua!thunc},ers; the one by hi« 
absence frpm ibesiege^ the other by his final departure from 
the camp. Innocent might absolve the simple and submis- 
sive penitents of France; but he was provoked by the stub- 
born reason of the Venetians, who refused to confess their 
guilt, to accept their pardon, or to allow, in their temporal 
poncerns, the interposition of a priest. 

The assembly of such formidable j^^wers by sea and land, 
bad revived the hopes of young ^ Alexius; and, both at 
Venice and Zara, solicited the arms of the crusadcis, for 
his own restoration and his father’s f deliverance. The 
royal youth was recommended by Philip king of Germany: 
bis prayers and presence excited the compassi(>n of tlic 
camp; and his cause was embraced and pleaded by the 
marquis of Montfenat and the doge of Venice. A double 
alliance, and the dignity of Caesar, had connected with the 
Imperial family the two elder biotbers of Boniface I; he 
expected to derive a kingdom from the important service ; 
and the more generous ambition of Dandolo was eager to 
secure the inestimable benefits of trade and dominion that 
might accri^c to his connli v §. Tlieir iidiuence procured a 
favourable audiepce for the ambassadois of Alexius ; and if 
the ^magnitude of his offeis excited some suspicion, the 
motives and rewards which he displayed might justify the 
delay and diversion of those forces which had been conse- 
crated to the deliverance of Jerusalem. He promised, in 
his own apd his father’s name, that as soon as they should be 
seated on the throne of Constantinople, they would terminate 
the long schism of the Gjeeks, and submit themselves and 

* A modem reader is siirprii^d to hear of the valet de Constantinople, as 
a[>piied to young Alexius, on account of his youth, like the mjants of Spain, 
and the ’miMimrnys puer of the Romans. The pages and valets of the knights 
as nohlc^ themselves (Vdlehardoain and Ducange, No 36 ). 
t Th^ emperor Isaac IS styled by Villehardouia, (No. 35, Ac.), which 

may be derived from the French Sire, or the Greek (xnipiod melted into hie 

proper name; the farther corruptions of Tursac and Conserac will instruct us 
what licence may have lieen used in the old dynasties of Assyria and Egypt. 

( Remicr and Conrad : the former luarded Maria, daughter of the emperor 
Mauucl ComneuujB^ the latter was the husband of Theodora Angela, sister 
of the emperors Isaac and Alexius. Conrad abandoned the Greek court 
and princess for the glory of defending Tyre against Saladiu (Ducange, Fara. 
Eyzaut. p. 137. aos.). * 

^ Nicetas (in ^Icxio Conmeno, 1 . iii. o. 9 ) accuses the doge and Venetian^ 
as the hrst autj^fc jof the war against Constantinople, and considers only as a 
xvfAx viTi^ KVfMt>ri, the arriral and shamrfnl rflcfs of the royal exile. 
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tlieir people to the lawful supTetnsfty of the Rotnati clii^rch. 
He engaged to recompeRce the labours and merits of the 
crusaders, by the inritliediate payment of two hundred thou- 
sand marks of silver ; to accompany them in person to Egypt ; 
or, if it should be judged 'more advantageous, to maintaih, 
during a year, ttm thousand men, and, during his life, filrc? 
hundred knights, for the service of the Holy Land. Thes^ 
tempting conditions were accepted by the republic of Venice ; 
and the eloquence of the doge and marquis persuaded the 
counts of Flanders, Blois, and St. Eol, with eight barons of 
France, to join iri the glorious enterprise. A treaty of oflfen** 
sive and defensive alliance was confirmed by their oaths and 
seals; and each individual, according to his situation -and 
character, was swayed by the hope of public or private 
advantage ; by the honour of restoring an Ciciled monarch ; 
Or by the sincere and probable opinion, that theit efforts iri 
Palestine would he fruitless and unavailing, and that the 
acquisition of Constantinople must precede and prepare the 
recovery of Jerusalem. But they were the chiefs or equals 
of a valiant band of freemen and volunteers, who thought 
and acted for themselves: the soldiers and clergy were 
divided; and, if a large majority subscribed to the alliance, 
the numbers and arguments of the diffidents were strong 
and respectable*. The boldest hearts were appalled by the 
report of the naval power and impregnable strength of Con- 
stantinople; and their apprehensions were disguised to the 
world, and perhaps to themselves, by the more decent ob- 
jections of religion and duty. They alleged the sanctity of 
a vow, which had drawn them from their families and homes 
to the rescue of the holy sepulchre ; nor should the dark and 
crooked councils of human policy divert them from a pursuit, 
the event of which Was in the hands of the Almighty. Their 
first offenee, the attack of Zara, had been severely punished 
by the reproach of their conscience and the censures of the 
pope ; nor would they again imbrue their hands in the blood 
of tbeir fellow- Christians. The apostle of Rome had pro- 
jidunced ; nor would they usurp the right of avenging with 


* ViWchardouin and Gunther represent the sentivnents of the two parties). 
The ab.bot I^fartin left the aimy at Zara, proceeded Palestine, was sent em- 

bassador to Constantinople, and became a reluctIUQt witness of the second 
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the sword the sclrism of the Greeks and ihe doubtful usurpa- 
tion of the Byzantine monarch. On these principles or pre- 
tences, many pilgrims, the most distinguished for their valour 
and piety, withdrew from the camp ; and their retreat was 
less pernicious than the open or secret opposition of a dis- 
contented party, that latoured, on every occasion, to separate 
the army and disappoint the enterprise. 

Notwithstanding this defection, the departure of the fleet 
and army was vigorously pressed by the Venetians; whose 
zeal for the service of the royal youth concealed a just re- 
sentment to his nation and family. They were mortified by 
the recent preference which had been given to Pisa, the rival 
of their trade ; they had a long arrear of debt and injury to 
liquidate with the Byzantine court; and Dandolo might not 
discourage the popular tale, that he had been deprived of his 
eyes by the emperor Manuel, who perfidiously violated the 
sanctity of an ambassador. A similar armament, forages, 
had not rode the Adriatic: it was composed of one hundred 
and twenty flat-bottomed vessels or palanden for the horses ; 
two hundred and forty transports filled with men and arms; 
seventy storeships laden w^ith provisions ; and fifty stout gal- 
lies, well prepared for the encounter of an enemy While 
the wind was favourable, the sky serene, and the water 
smooth, every eye was lixed with wonder and delight on the 
scene of military and naval pomp which overspread the sea. 
The sliields of the kniglits and squires, at once an oamament 
and a defence, were arranged on either side of the ships ; the 
banners of the nations and families were displayed from the 
stern ; our modern artillery was supplied by three hundred 
engines for casting stones and darts: the fatigues of the way 
were cheered with the sound of music ; and the spirits of the 
adventurers were raised by the mutual assurance, that forty 
thousand Christian heroes were equal to the conquest of the 
world f. In the navigation % from Venice and Zara, the 

* The birth anti dignity of Andrew Dandolo gave him the motive and the 
means of st arching in the archives of Venice the memorable story of his 
aiir< stor. H IS bi-evity seems to accuse the copious and more recent narratives 
of Sanudo (in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. xxii.), Blondus, Sa- 
belUcu*!, and Rhamnusius. 

t Villjiimrdouin, Ko. 6'2 His feelings apd expressions are original ; he often 
ueeps, but he rejoices in the glories and perils of war with a spirit unknown 
to a sedentary writer. 

X In this Voyage, almost all the geographical names are corrupted by t\i§ ' 
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fleet was succesisfully steered by flie skill and experience of the 
Venetian pilots: at Durazzo^ the confederates first lanitedpn 
the territories of the Greek empire : the isle of Corfu aflbr<ded 
a station and repose ; they doubled without accident the 
perilous cape of Malea, the southern point of Peloponesus 
or the Morea; made a descent in the islands of Negropont 
and Andros ; and cast anchor at Abydus on the Asiatic sid^ 
of the Hellespont. These preludes of conquest were easy 
and bloodless ; the Greeks of the provinces> without patriot- 
ism or courage, were (Crushed by an irresistible force; the 
presence of the lawful heir might justify their obedience ; 
and it was rewarded by the modesty and discipline of the 
Latins. As they penetrated through the Hellespont^ the 
magnitude of their navy was compressed in a narrow chan- 
nel ; and the face of the waters was darkened with innume- 
rable sails. They again expanded in the bason of the Pro- 
pontis, and traversed that placid sea, till they approached the 
European shore, at the abbey of St. Stephen, three leagues to 
the west of Constantinople. The prudent doge dissuaded 
them from dispersing themselves in a populoUwS and hostile 
land ; and, as their stock of provisions was reduced, it was 
resolved, in the season of harvest, to replenish their store- 
ships in the fertile Inlands of the Propontis. With this reso- 
lution, they directed their course ; but a strong gale, and 
their own impatience, drove them to the eastward ; and so 
near did they run to the shore and the city, that some vollies 
of stones and darts were exchanged between the ships and 
the rampait. As they passed along, they gazed with admi- 
ration on the capital of the East, or, as it should seem, of the 
earth; rising from' her seven hills, and towering over the 
continents of Europe and Asia. ‘The swelling domes and 
lofty spires of five hundred palaces and clmrches were gilded 
by the sun and reflected in the waters ; tfie walls were 
crowded with soldiers and spectators, whose numbers they 
beheld, of whose temper they were ignorant ; and each heart 
was chilled by the reflection, that, since the beginning of the 
world, such an enterprise had never been undertaken by such 
an handful of warriors. But the momentary apprehension 

f 

Latini. The modern appellfttioa of Cbalcis, and all Euhipea, U deiivedfrumita 
MimpuMy Eeripo^ Negri-pu, which dishonouit. oiir innpS (d’Aiiviik, 

Creographie Ancieune, tom* i. p. 863.). 

Vox-. VIII. 2 Q, 
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wae dispelled by hope and Valour; and every man, says the 
marshal of Champagne, glanced his eye on the sword or lance 
which he must speedily use in the glorious conflict *• The 
Latins cast anchor before Chalcedon ; the mariners only 
were left in the vessels ; the soldiers, horses and arms, were 
safely landed ; and, in Jthe luxury of an Imperial palace, the 
barons tasted the first fruits of the success. On the third 
day, the fleet and army moved towards Scutari, the Asiatic 
suburb of Constantinople ; a detachment of five hundred 
Greek horse was surprised and defeated by fourscore French 
knights; and in a halt of nine days, the camp was plentifully 
supplied With forage and provisions. 

In relating the invasion of a great empire, it may seem 
strange that I have not described the obstacles which should 
have checked the progress of the strangers. I'he Greeks, in 
truth, were an unwarlike people ; but tliey were rich, indus- 
trious, and subject to the will of a single man : had that man 
been capable of fear, when his enemies were at a distance, or 
, of courage, when they approached his person. The first 
rumour of his nephew's alliance with the French and Vene- 
tians w^as despised by the usurper Alexius ; his flatterers per- 
suaded him, that in liis contempt he was bold and sincere ; 
and each evening in the close of the banquet, he thricq dis- 
comfited the Barbarians of the West. These Barbarians had 
been justly terrified by the report of his naval power; and 
the sixteen hundred fishing-boats of Constantinople i- could 
have manned a fleet, to sink them in the Adriatic, or stop their 
entrance in the mouth of the Hellespont. But all force may 
be annihilated by the negligence of the prince and the venal- 
ity of his ministers* The great duke, or admiral, made a 
scandalous, almost a public, auction of the sails, the masts, 
and the rigging ; the royal forests were reserved for the more 
important purpose of the chace; and the trees, says Nicetas^ 
were guarded by the eunuchs, like the groves of religious 
.worship J. From his dream of pride, Alexius was awakened 

♦ Et sftcbiez que. il ne ot si hardi cul Ic cucr nefremisl (c. 67.)*. . . . . 
Chtiscuns rcg^ajrdoit ses arines , . . . qwe pw tenis cn aront tnestier (e. 08.). 
S<ieh is the honesty of 

t Eundem urbem plas in soUs navibiis piscatiuaini abundare, quani illos in. 

to to nayig^o. Habehat enim mille, cf sexcentas piscatorias aavet 

Beilicas an tern sire mercatoriaa faabelMKiit infinitae mitltittadmis at poetnai, tu- 
tlssimum. CSuntlier, Hist. C. P. c. S. p. 20. 

i KafiaiTrep apur iwwy ^li xso sraiwtlVia'tfS l^tiiirrs 

Tvr^yt. Nicetaa in Alex. Comni!ei|b, L iii. c. 9. p. 34 f . 



OF TMB ROMAlJ EMPIRE. 

by the siege of Zara and the i^id advances of the latins ; 
as soon as he saw the danger was real, he thought it in^^vita- 
ble, and his vain presumption was lost in abject despondency 
and despair. He suffered these contemptible Barbarians to 
pitch their camp in the sight of the palace, and his appre- 
hensions were thinly disguised by the pomp and menace of a 
suppliant embassy. The sovereign of th^ Romans was asto- 
nished (his ambassadors were instructed to say) at the hostile 
appearance of the strangers. If these pilgrims were sincere 
in their vow for the deliverance of Jerusalem, his voice must 
applaud, and his treasures should assist, their pious design ; 
but should they dare to invade the sanctuary of empire, 
tlieir numbers, were they ten times more considerable, should 
not protect them from his just resentment. The answer of 
the doge and barons was simple and magnanimous. In 
the cause of honour and justice,*’ they said, w^e despise 
^ the usurper of Greece, his threats, and his offers. Our 
friendship and hh allegiance are due to the lawful heir, to 
“ the young prince who is seated among us, and to his father, 
the emperor Isaac, who has been deprived of his sceptre, his 
freedom, and his eyes, by the crime of an ungrateful bro^ 
ther. Let that brother confess his guilt, and implore for- 
“ giveness, and we ourselves will intercede, that he may be 
** permitted to live in aflluence and security. But let him 
not insult us by a second message : our reply will be made 
in arms, in the palace of Constantinople.” 

On the tenth day of thefr encampment at Scutari, the cru- 
saders prepared themselves, as soldiers and as catholics, fot 
the passage of the Bosphorus. Perilous indeed was the ad- 
venture; the stream was broad and rapid; in a calm the cur- 
rent of the Euxine might drive down the liquid and unextin- 
guishable fires of the Greeks ; and the opposite shores of 
Europe were defended by seventy thousand horse aii3 foot in 
formidable array. On this memorable day, which happened to 
be bright and pleasant, the Latins were distributed in six bat- 
tles or divisions : the first, or vanguard, was led by the count 
of Flanders, one of the most powerful of the Christian princes, 
in the skHl and number of his cross-bows. The four succes- 
sive battles of the French j^ere commanded by his brother 
Henry, the counts of St. Pol and .Blois, and Matthew of 
Montmorency, the last of whom was honoured by thevolun- 
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tary service of the marshal afid nobles 6f Champagne. The 
sixth division, the rear guard andreserve of the army, was con- 
ducted by the marquis of Montferrat, at the head of the Ger- 
mans and Lombards. The chargers, saddled, with their long 
capari^ns dragging on the ground, were embarked in the flat 
palanders * ; and the knights stood by the side of their liorses, 
in complete armour, their helmets lacerl, and their lances in 
their hands. Their numerous train of s^rjeant^f and archers 
occupied the transports ; and each transport was towed by 
the strength and swiftness of a galley. The six divisions tra- 
versed the Bosphorus, without encountering an enemy or an 
obstacle ; to land the foremost was the wish, to conquer or die 
was the resolution, of every division and of every soldiers 
Jealous of the pie-eminence of danger, the knights in their 
heavy armour leaped into the sea, when it rose as high as 
their girdje ; the serjeants and archers were animated by their 
valour; and the squires, letting down the draw-bridges of the 
palanders, led the horses to the shore. Before the squadrons 
could mount and fonn, and couch their lances, the seventy 
thousand Greeks had vanished from their sight ; the timid 
Alexius gave the example to his troops; and it was only by 
the plunder of his rich pavilions that the Latins were inform- 
ed that they had fought against an emperor. In the first 
consternation of the flying enemy, they resolved by a double 
attack to open the entrance of tlie liarbour. The tower of 
Galata in the suburb of Pera, was attacked and stormed by 
the French, while the Venetians assumed the more difliicult 
task of forcing the boom or chain, that was stretched from 
that tower to the Byzantine shore. After some fruitless at- 
tempts, their intiepid peiseverance prevailed: twenty ships 

* From the version of Vignere I adopt the well sounding word palander^ 
which is ^till used, I believe, in the Mediterranean. But had I written in 
Faench, 1 should have pvefeired the oiigiiiai and expressive denominatlou of 
v€itsiers or husAiers^ frdni the /lutSy or door which uas let down as a drawbridge ; 
hut vrhich at sea, was closed into the side of the ship (see Ducange au Villc- 
hardoum, No. } 4 . and Joinvillc, p. 27, 28 edit, du Louvre). 

+ To avoid the vague expressions of followers, &c. I use, after Villehardouin, 
the word setjkunis for all horsemen who wei’e not knights There were 
strjcanls at arms, and srrjeants at law; and if we visit the parade and VVest- 
niinster>hall, we may obseive the stiange result of the distinction (Ducange, 
(Uossar Latin S^rvienten^ &lc. tom. vi. p . 226—231 ). 

J It 16 needless to observe, th^t on the subject of Galata, the chain, kc. 
Du eange is accurate and full. On-sult A.kewise the proper chapters of the 
C. P. Christiana of the same author. The inhalntants of Galata were so vain 
and iguurant, that they applied to tbciusehes St. Paxil’s Lpistle to the Galpr 
tlans. 



OF THE ROgSIAN»EMPIRE. 229 

of war, the relics of the Grecian^ navy, were, either swnk or 
taken : the enormous and massy links of iron were cut asun- 
der by the shears, or broken by the weight, of the galUesf ; 
and the Venetiaii fleet, safe and triumphant, rode at anchor: 
in the port of Constantinople. By these daring atchieve- 
ments, a remnant of twenty -thousand Latins solicited the 
licence of besieging a capital which contained} above four- 
hundred thousand inhabitants able, though not willing, tm 
bear arms in deforce ot their country. Such an account would 
indeed suppose a population of near two millions; but 
whatever abatement may be required in the numbers of the 
Greeks, the of tliose numbers will equally exalt the 

fearless spirit of their assailants. 

In the choice of the attack, the French and Venetians were 
divided by their habits of life and warfare. The former 
aftirmed with truth, that Constaptinople was most accessible 
on the side of the sea and the harbour. The latter might 
assert witii honour, that they had long enough trusted their 
lives and fortunes to a frail bark and a precarious element, 
and loudly ^ei|pnded a trial of knighthood, a firm ground, 
and a close oOset, either on foot ©r horseback, After a 
prudent compromise, of employing the two nations by sea 
and land, in the Service best suited to their character, the 
fleet covering the army, tiiey both proceeded from the en- 
trance to the extremit}^ of the haibour: the stone bridge of 
the river was hastily repaired ; and the six battles of the 
French formed their encampment against the front of the 
capita], the basis of the triangle which runs about four miles 
from the port to the Propontis 5;. On the edge of abroad 


♦ The vessel that brok? the chain was named the Eagle, AquiJa (Dandol. 
Chronicon p. 322.), which Blondus (de Gestis Venet ) has changed into aqmLo 
th£ iiorth'^wiiid Ducange, Observations, No. 83. maintains the lattei* reading; 
but he had not seen the respectable text of Daiidoto, nor did he enough conai- 
der the topography of the haibour. The south-east would have Seen a more 
effectual wind. • 

t Qnatre cens mil homes ou plus (Villehardouin, No, 134,), must be 
understood of men of a military age. Le Beau (Hist, du Bas Empire, tom* xx. 
p. 417.) allows Constantinople a million of inhabitants, of whom 6o,ooo horse 
and on infinite number of foot soldiers. It its jpresent decay, the capital of 
the (>ttoman empire may contain 400,000 souls (^Beirs Travels, vol. li. p. 401^ 
402.) : hut as the Turks keep no registers, and as circumstances are fallacious, 
it is impossible to apcertaiu (Niebuhr, Voyage en Arable, tom^ i. p. 18, ig.) the 
real populousness of their cities. ' 

J On the most conect plans of f/onstantinople, I know not how to moMore 
more than 4000 pacf^s. Yet Villehardouin computes the space at three l^gnes 
(No. 8*6.). If his eye were not deceived, he must reckon by the old Ciaili<: 
league of 1500 paces, which might still be used in Champagne. 
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at the foot of a lofty Irampart, they had leis^ire to con- 
template the difficulties of their enterprise, Tite gates to the 
right and left of their narrow camp poured forth frequent 
sallies of cavalry and light-infantry, which cut off their 
stragglers, swept the country of provisions, sounded the 
alarm five of six times in the course of each day, and com- 
pelled them to plant a pallisade, and sink an entrenchment, 
for their immediate safety. In the supplies and cpnvoys the 
Venetians had been too sparing, or the Frank's too voracious: 
the usual complaints of hunger and scarcity were heard, and 
perhaps felt : their stock of flour would be exhausted in three 
weeks ; and their disgust of salt meat tempted them to taste 
the flesh of their horses. The trembling usurper was sup- 
ported by Theodore Lascaris, his son-in-law, a valiant youth, 
who aspired to save and to rule his country; the Greeks, 
regardless of that countr}^ were awakened to the defence of 
their religion ; but tlieit firmest hope was in the strength and 
spirit of the Varangian giiaids, of the Danes and English, as 
they are named in the writers of the times*. After ten 
clays incessant labour, the ground was levelled^ihe ditch filled, 
the approaches of the besiegers were regularlj^ made, and 
two hundred and fifty engines of assault exercised their 
various powers to clear the rampart, to batter the walls, and 
to sap the foundations. On the first appearance of a breach, 
the scaling-ladders were applied : the numbers that defended 
ihe Vantage ground repulsed and oppicsscd the adventurous 
Latins; but they admired the resolution of fifteen knights 
and seijeantB, who had gained the ascent, and maintained 
their perilous station till they were precipitated or made pri- 
soners by the Imperial guards. On the side of the harbour 
the naval attack was more successfully conducted by the 
Venetians ; and that industrious people employed every re- 
source that was known and practised before the invention of 
gunpowder. A double line, thiee bow-shots in front, was 
formed by thegallies and ships; and the swift motion of the 
former was supported by the weight and loftiness of the latter, 
whose decks, and poops, and turret, were the platforms of 

* Tbc guards, tbc Varangi, arc styled by Villehardoum (No. 69. 9S, &c.), 
Ettglois et DauoiM avec leurt ' baches. Whatever bad been their origin, o 
Fiencb pilgiim could not be mistake in the nations of which they trete af 
that time composed. 



OF THE HOMAN EMPIRE. 

military engines, that discharged their shot over th^ heod^.f^f 
the first line. The soldiers, who leaped from the gaUif^ oa 
shore, immediately planted and ascended their scalmg^lad-^ 
ders, while the large ships, advancing more slowly into tjfaf 
intervals, and lowciing a diaw-bridge, opened a way through 
the air from their masts to the rampart. In the midst of tho 
conflict, the doge, a venerable and cdnspicuous form> s^od 
aloft in complete aryaoiir on the prow of his galley. Tho 
great standard of St. Mark was displayed before him ; hi$ 
threats, promises, and exhortations, urged the diligence of 
the rowers; his vessel was the first that struck ; and Dati|jlolo 
was the first warrior on the gj^ore. The nations admired the 
magnanimity of the blind old man, without reflecting that 
liis age and infirmities diminished the price of life, and en-» 
hanced the value of immortal glory. On a sudden, by aa 
invisible hand (for the standard-bearer was probably slain), 
the banner of the republic was fixed on the rampart : twenty- 
five towers were rapidly occupied; and, by the cruel expedi- 
ent of fire, the Greeks were driven from the adjacent quarter# 
The doge had dispatched the intelligence of his success, when 
be was checked by the danger of bis confederates. Nobly de- 
claring, that he would rather die with the pilgrims than gain 
a victory by their destruction, Dandolo relinquished his 
advantage, recalled his troops, and hastened to the scene of 
action. He found the six weary diminutive battles^ of the 
French encompassed by sixty squadrons of the Greek cavalry, 
the least of which was more numerous than the largest of 
their divisions. Shame and despair had provoked Alexius to 
the last effort of a general sally ; but he was awed by the 
firm order and manly aspect of the Latins ; and, after skir- 
mishing at a distance, withdrew his troops in the close of the 
evening. The silence or tumult of the night exasperated his 
fears; and the timid usurper, collecting a treasure of ten 
thousand pounds of gold, basely deserted his wife, his people, 
and his fortune; threw himself into a bark, stole through the 
Bosphorus, and landed in shameful safety in an obscure har- 
bour of Thrace. As soon as they were apprised of his flight, 
the Greek nobles sought pardon and peace in the dungeon 
where the blind Isaac expected each hour the visit of the 
executioner. Again saved, and exalted by the vicissitudes of 
fortune, the captive in his imperial robes was replaced on the 
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tfirone, add surrounded vv4th prostrate slaves, whose real 
terror and affected joy he was incapable of discerning. At 
the dawn of day hostilities were suspended: and the Latii^ 
chiefs were surprised by a message from the lawful and leigrt^ 
ing emperor, who was' impatient to embrace his son, and to 
reward his generous deliverers*. 

But these generous deliverers were unwilling to release 
their hostage, till they had obtained froim his father the pay- 
ment, or at least the promise, of their recompense. They 
chose four ambassadors, Matthew of Montmorency, our 
historian the marshal of Champagne, and two Venetians, to 
congratulate the emperor. Thotgatcs were thrown open on 
their approach, the sUeets on both sides were lined with tlfe 
battle-axes of the Danish and English guard : the presence- 
chamber glittered with gold and Jewels, the false substitutes of 
virtue and power ; by the side of the blind Isaac, his wife 
W’as seated, the sister of the king of Hungary ; and by her 
appearance, the noble matrons of Greece were drawn fibm 
tlieii: domestic retirement, and mingled with the circle of 
senators and soldiers. The Latins, by the mouth of the mar- 
shal, spoke like men, conscious of their merits, but who res- 
spe^ted the work of their own hands; and the emperor 
cleaily understood, that his son’s engagements with Venice 
and the pilgrims must be ratified without hesiuition or delays. 
Withdrawing into a private chamber with the empress, a 
chamberlain, an interpreter, and the four ambassadors, the 
father of young Alexius enquired with some anxiety into the 
nature of his stipulations. The submission of the Eastern 
empire to the pope, the succour of the Holy Land, and a pre- 
sent contiibulion of two hundred thousand marks of silver-— 
These conditions are weighty,” was his prudent reply; 
they are haitl to accept, and difficult to perform. But no 
condiiibns c«an exceed the measure of your services and 
deserts.” After this satisfactoiy assurance, the barons 
mounted on horseback, and introduced the heir of Constanti- 
nople to the city and palace ; his youth and marvellous 

♦ For the first and conquest of Constantinople, wc may read the 

oripriai letter of the crusaders to Innocent , 1 IL Gesta, c. 91. pi. 533 , 534. 
Villehardoniti, >io. 75—99. Nicetaa in Al^io Comnen. 1 . in. c. 10. p. 349— < 
352 . Dandolo, in Chron. p. Gunther, and .his ahhot Martin, were not yet 
returned from tiicir obstinate pilgrimage to Jerusalem, or St. John d’Acre, 
where the greatest part of the company had died of the plague. 
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adventures engaged every heart in h^s favour, and Alains 
f^oleipnly crowned with his father in Uie dome of StSo^^a* 
Xji the first days of his reign, the people, already blessed 
the restoration of ^plenty arid peace, was delighted by the 
joyful catastrophe of the tragedy; and ‘the discontent of the. 
nobles, their regret, and their fears, were covered by the. 
polished surface of pleasure and loyalty. The. mixture of 
two discordant nations in the same capital, might have been 
pregnant with mischief and danger ; and the suburb of Galata, 
or Pera, was assigned for the quarters of the Fnench and 
Venetians. But the liberty of trade and familiar intercourse 
was allowed between the friendly nation^ and each day 
thejiilgrims were tempted by devotion or curiosity to visit 
the churches and palaces of Constantinople. Their rude, 
minds, insensible perhaps of the finer arts, were astonished 
by the magnificient scenery : and the poverty of their native 
towns enhanced the populousness and riches of the first, 
metropolis of Christendom*. Descending from his state, 
young Alexius was prompted by interest and gratitude to 


re{>eat his frequent and familiar visits to his Latin allies ; and 
in the freedom of the table, the gay petulance of tlie French 
sometimes forgot the emperor of the Easti*. In their more 
serious conferences, it was agreed, thaj; the re-union of the 
two churches must be the result of patience and time; but 
avarice was less tractable than zeal ; and a large sum was 
instantly disbursed to appease the wants, and silence the 
importunity of the crusaders J:. Alexius was alarmed by the 
approaching hour of their departure; their absence migbt 
have relieved him f/'om the engagement which he was yet 
incapable of performing ; but his friends would have left him. 


* Compare, in the rude enerjcy of Vill^douia {No. 66. 100.), the inaide 
und ptttside views of Gonstantinople, and their impresston on the minds 
of the pilgrims: cette ville (says he) <|tte de toutes ks autrcT ere sou'^^^aine. 
See the parallel passages of Ipalcherlas Oarnotensis* .Hist. Hierasol. L i. c. 4. 
and Will. Tyr. ii. 3. xx. 26. 

t As they played at dice,the Latins took off his diadem,and clapped on hiS bM 
a woollen or, hairy can, TO aow srayxTuw , 

(Nicetas, p. 358.). If these merry companions were Venetians, it was tmm 
insoletu^ of trade and a commoi^^th. — • , . 

* Villehardottfn, No. lOl. Dandolo, p. 323. The doge amnns, that the 
Teueiians were paid more stoirly than the Freimh $ hot be owns, tlmt thn 
histories of the two nations differed on that snhiect. ,Had he read ViHehiii^ 

The areeks complnisied, how/Tscr, quod tenitii- 

Xset (Gunther, Hist. C. P. «. Id )* the Imentatlm nod iomliiVS . 
Nketai»(p‘. 355.), * I 

VoL. VIII. 
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nuked Md diratj to theo/^rice aod ^jodiee of, e peifidioue 
iiation. He wmhed to bribe tbdir stay* tbe delay of a year, 
by ondertakiag to defray their ekpence^ aod to satisfy, in 
tbetr name* the freight of the Veneiian vessels. The offer 
was agitated in the counoU of the barons ^ and after a repeti- 
tion of their debates and scruples, a majority of votes again 
ac^npteed iti the advice of the doge and. the prayer of the 
young emperor# At the price of sixteen hnodred pounds of 
gold, he prevailed bn the mavqais of *Montferrat to lead him 
with an army round the provinces of £uro^ ; to establish 
his authority, and pursue bia uncle, while Constantinople was 
awed by the pr|seh€e of Baldwin and hrs confederates of 
f ranee and Flanders. The expedition was successful ; jdie 
blind emperor exulted in the success of his arms, and listened 
to the predictions of hia batterers, that the same Providence 
which had raised him from the dungeon to the thro]ne|)J|buW 
heal his gout, restore his sight, and watch toe long 
prosperity of his reign. Yet the mind of the suspicioi^ old 
tnan was tormented by the rising glories of his %on; nor 
could his pride conceal from his envy, that, while bis own 
name was pronounced in faint and reluctant acclamations, 
the royal youth was the theme of spontaneous and universal 
praise 

By the recent invasion, the Greeks were awakened from a 
dream of nine centuries ; from the vain presumption that the 
capital of the Roman empire was impregnable to foreign 
arms. The strangers of the West had violated the city, aiul 
bestowed the sceptre, of Constantine : their Imperial clients 
soon became as unpopular as themselvps: the well-known 
vices of Isaac were rendered still more contemptible by bis 
infirmities ; and the young Alexius was hated as an apostate, 
who had renounced the mapiers and religion of his bountfif. 
Hisae^et eov^ant with tberLatins was divulged or suspect- 
ed; the people, and esp^ciulfy the clergy,, were <kivoutly 
attached to their &ith and superstition ; ai^ every convent, 
and every shop, resounded with the danger of the church and 
the tyranny of the popef. A» empty treasury could ill 

S Wlie»eig»or ^npvm p.sgi 

— SdS. 

tens]^saiv«e69L t 

t Wliea Nicetas jeproachea Akxiut for Bis iiopiouskagiie, laalfWibt 



iiipply deiiiWISfe and fovieigti 

the Grfi^fes reteM fek¥ett, fey a getiaral hx, iadi|)eiidi0^ 
evils bf iifitdtfick'ailrf the oppressimi bf the rich 

excited a mdn^ aad persobat resenttnettt; end if 

the etaperot melted the plate, and despoiled the lina^s, of 
the snticluaty. Be seemed to .justify tbfe complaints of lieiesy 
and sacrilege. Buriag the absence of marquis Boniiace and 
his Imperial pnpit, C<^a4tantfnapte was visited with a cala* 
mity which might be justly impttted to the zeal and indMete-- 
tion of the FfeBlish pilgrims *. In one of theit visits to the 
•city, they were 4eahdaljzed by the Aspect of a mosch or synO*- 
gogue, in which one God was Worshipped, without a partner 
or a soti. Their Cflectudi mode of controversy Was to attack 
the infidels with the swotd, and thch* habitation with firC : 
but the iwfideb and some Christian neighbours* presumed to 
defend their hvCs mid properties; and the flames* which 
bigotry bad kindled consbmed the most orthodox and inno- 
cent Structures. Ottririg eight ^days and nights, the con* 
flagratloo aptead above fit league in front, from the harbout* 
to the Propontis, over the thickest and most populous regions 
of the city. It is not easy to count the stately churches and 
palaces that were reduced to a smoking ruin, to value the 
merchandise that perished in the trading streets, or to num- 
ber the families that were involved in ihe common destruc- 
tion. By this cottage, which the doge and the baronii in 
vain affected to drsdlaini, the name of tlie Latins became 
still more unpopular : and the colony of that nation, above 
fifteen thousand persons* consulted their safety in a hasty 
retreat from the city to the protection of their standard in the 
suburb of Pera* The emperor returned in triumph ; but the 
firmest and most dextrous policy would have been insufficient 
Hi steer him tlirough the tempi^st, which overwhelmed the 
person and government of that unhappy youth, fit® 
inclinationy arid hie father’s’ advice,* attached him to bis * 

hanthest nttsics ea Ihe nsw relx^on xat armufarw * • . 

woftiffrfMnv Vifwg * • • wruUawet vpoyofuvp Kawwrpof . . . **i<nis0iw» 

Tt nm fMT»voiri^v ruf freeXouMv Peffxamq (p. 34$.). Siicb was the sixwem 
langaoee of eveiv Greek to the last gasp of the emfidi^. 

* * Nkotaa (p. 035 .) is positive in the charge, ai# sfiecifies the Ffpnixigs 
though he b wrong snppoSing it iiq aodeat umt. Viri^Sr- 

4ootB r:Dro. 107.} exeulvates the ha.ons, and ii ignoilbi (v*riliai|w 
uiMviW) of theMh^tSr Ihtgtiittf. 



HISTORlr^^F; Ti|f 

JiRiefemrsj; but gratitude and 

patriotism^ batwe^4:he faftr hksutgo^ and of hia allies 
By his feeble and Juctuaiitjg conduct be lost the esteem and 
confidence of both; and^, while he invited the marquis of 
Moptferrat to occupy the palace, he suffered the nobles to 
conspire^ and the people to arm, for the deliverance of their 
country. Regardless of his painful situation, thi; Latin chiefs 
repeated their demands, resented his delaj^s, suspected his 
intentions, and exacted a decisive answer of peace or war. 
The haughty summons was delivered by three French knights 
and three Venetian deputies, who girded their swords, 
mounted their horses, pierced through the angry multitude, 
and entered with a fearless countenance the palace and 
presence of the Greek emperor. In a peremptory tone, they 
recapitulated their services and his engagements; and boldly 
declared, that unless their just claims were fully and imme- 
diately satisfied, they should no longer hold him either as a 
sovereign or a friend. After this defiance, the first that had 
ever wounded an Imperial ear, they departed without betray- 
ing any symptoms of fear; but their escape from a servile 
palace and a furious city astonished the ambassadors them- 
selves ; and their return to the camp was the signal of mutual 
hostility. 

Among the Greeks, all authority and wisdom were, over* 
home hy the impetuous multitude, who mistook their rage 
for valour, their numbers for strength, and their fanaticism 
for the support and inspiration of Heaven. In the eyes of 
both nations Alexius was false and contemptible : the base 
and spurious mce of the Angeli was rejected with clamorous 
disdain ; and the people of Constantinople encompassed the 
senate, to demand at their hands a more worthy emperor. 
To every senator, conspicuous by his birth or dignity, th^. 
successively presented the purple : by each senabU the deadly 
• garment was repulsed : the contest lasted three days ; and 
we may learn from the historian Nicetas, one of the members 
of the assembly, <hat fear and weakness were the guar- 
dians of their loyalty. ^ phantom,, who vanished in obli- 

♦ Coin|»are iUe tuftpicioiw and compUbts of N^etas (p. 359—369.) with 
the hlunt chj«5gc« of Baldi^in of FlandertV(€tiiU inhoceot III. c. 99. p. S34,), 
com I atriarcha ct ioqIo aohilium, proinisnt peijiinis ct mendax.' * 



viod, Watf foitnblJ^^i^Mm the crowA ♦ j 
of the tumult, and tl* of the war, was i pritate 
house of Ducas; and his common appellation of Aloarfiis 
must bfe discrimidated by the epithet of Mourssohflc't, 
in the vulgar idiom expressed the dose junction of his hlix& 
and shaggy eye brows. At oncC a patriot andn courtier, Ae 
perfidious Moufzoufle, who was not destitute of dunning and 
courage, opposed the I^atins both in speech and action, iufW 
med the passions and prejiidices of the Gredks, and insitini^ 
himself into the favour and confidence of Alexius, who 
trusted him with the office of great chamberlain, and Ringed 
his buskins with the colours of royalty. At the dead 
liight he rushed into the bed-chamber with an affrighS^ 
aspect exclaiming, that the palace was attacked by the 
jild hnd betrayed by the guards. Starting frotn his coudh; 
the unsuspecting prince threw himself into the arms of hiSi 
enemy, who had contrived his escape by a private staircase. 
But that staircase terminated in a prison : Alexius was siezed, 
stripped, and loaded with chains; and, after tasting some 
days the* bitterness of death, he was poisoned, or strangled, 
or beaten with chibs, at the command, and in the presence, 
of the tyrant. The emperor Isaac Angelus soon follSwed 
his son to the grave, and Mourzoufle, perhaps, might spare 
the superfluous crime of hastening the extinction of impo- 
tence and blindness. 

The death of the emperors, and the usurpation of Mour- 
zoufle, had changed the nature of the quarrel. It was no 
longer the disagreement of allies who over-valued their ser- 
vices, or neglected their obligations: the French and Vene- 
tians forgot their complaints against Alexius, dropt a tear On 
the untimely fate of their companion, and swore reVenge 
Against th|^ perfidious nation who had crowned his assassin. 
Yet the prudent doge was still inclined to negociate ; he asked 
as a debt, a subsidy, or a fine, fifty thousand pounds of goW, 
about two millions sterling ; nor would the conference have 
been abruptly broken, if the zeal or policy of Mourzoufle had 

* His nam« was Nicholas Canabus ; he deserved the praise of Nicetas, and 
the vengeance of Moursonfle^p. 908.). 

t Villehardouin (No. li6.) spasks of hi|& as o faVotfrite, without 
that he was a prince of she tdooc, Angelus and Bucange, who prka 

into every comer, believes him to be the son of liaac Pucas ^oastocrator, 
and second cousin of young Alexiuf^ 
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' no* wfmi&i td saferfflct thti prei& <ihurch to the safety of th« 
AtDidSt the invedtire of hip %teign atid domestic 
encmkHi, Ive mky discern, that he was not unworthy of the 
character Whkaii he had assumed^ of the public champion : 
the ieaond Esege of Gonstaatinople was far more laborious 
thbn the first; the treasury was replenished, and discipline 
was fdblered, by a severe inquisitiop into the abuses of the 
^‘former reign; and Mourisoiiflc, an upn mace in his hand, 
tisiting the posts, and fiffecting tlie port and aspect of a 
warrior, was an object of terror to his soldiersi at least, and 
to his kinsmea. Bctbre and after the death of Alexius, the 
fJreeks made two vigorous and well conducted attempts to 
hfurn the navy in the harbour ; but the skill and courage of 
tlw Venetians repulsed the fire-ships ; and the vagrant flames 
wasted themselves without injury in the sea f . In a noctur- 
nal sally the Greek emperor was vanquished by Henry, brother 
of the count of Flanders : the advantages of number and 
surprise aggravated the shame of his defeat ; his buckler was 
found on the field of battle ; and the Imperial standard a 
divine image of the Virgin, was presented, as a trophy and a 
r^lic, to the Cistercian monks, tlie disciples of St. Bernard. 
Neat* three months, without excepting the holy season of 
Lent, were consumed in skirmishes and preparations, before 
the Latins were ready or resolved for a general assault. The 
land fortifications had been found impregnable; and the 
Venetian pilots represented, that, on the shore of the Propon- 
tis, the anchorage was unsafe, and the ships must be driven 
by the current far away to the streights of the Hellespont ; a 
prospbet not unpleasing to the reluctant pilgrims, who sought 
4Vcry opportunity of breaking the army. From the harbour 
therefore, the assault was determined by the assailants, and 
expected by tlie besieged; and the emperor had' placed hia 
^rjet pivilions on a neighbouring height, to dir^t and ani- 
mate the efforts of his troops. A* fearless spectator, whose 
mind could entertain the ideas of pomp and pleasure, might 

* This ne^ociatioo, probable in itself, and attested by Nicetas (p. 36!i.), is 
omitted as scandalaos by the delicacy of Daridolo and Villehardouin. 

t Baldwin mentions both attempts to fire the fieet (Gest. c. gs. p. S34, 533.); 
Vtllebardbuin (No. 1 13— 1 15.) only describes tbn first. It Is remarkable, that,, 
neither of these warriors obse^e any ^cnliar properties in the Greek fire. 

t Dncati^ (No iig.) pours f(yrth a tnment of lakrning on the tjor^anon 
fmptrtal. fills banner of thn Virgin ia shewn at Venice as a trophy an^ reljc : 
If it be genuine, the pious dogi must hare cheated the monks of Citeaut. ' ' 



^ f>F T|i» 4ilp 

have admired the lo 0 g amy of two embattled 
extemled 8 d)ove hajf a ke^ue> tlie omoa tbealUpta^ 
lies, the other oa \h^ walk and tower* mtoed«bowtd»##«t^ 
nary level by several stages of woodw^i tutms^ 5 E^hrJ|l!^A 
fury was spent in the discharge of darU>*teKn« 8 t and ftodl 
the engines ; but the water was deep t tho Fraich wembnl#; 
the Venetians were skilful; they apptoadied tlie ws^; himI 
a desperate conflict of swords, epears, and tettle-axesit 
fought on the trembjifig bridges that grap pled the fioaltnf, ttP 
the stable, battepes. In more than an hundrad plaoee^ tha 
UssauU was* urged, and the defence was eiistaioed; till dm 
superiority of ground and numbers finally prevailed, and tho 
I^tin trumpets sounded a retreats On the ensuing dayi, tb# 
attack was renewed with equal vigour, and a similar event; 
and in the night, the doge and the barons held a counodf 
apprehensive only for the public danger * not m voice |TO^ 
nounced the words of escape or tr^ty ; and each warrior# 
according to his temper, embraced the hope of victory, of rim 
assurance of a glorious death *. By the expericnco of tlm 
former siege, the Greeks were instructed, but the Latina wma 
animated ; and the knowledge that Constantinople might be 
taken, was of more avail than the local precautions which 
that knowledge bad inspired for its defence. In the third 
assault, two ships were linked tc^ethor to doul^ tfanh! 
strength ; a stroi^ north wind drove them on the shore ; tim 
bishops of Troyes and Soissons led the van ; and the auspioif 
quS narn^s of the pilgrim and the paradm resounded aloof 
the line f. The episcopal banners were displayed on the 
walls ; an hundred marks of silver had been promised to the 
first adventurers ; and if their reward was intercepted hf 
death, their names have been immortalised by fame. Four 
towers were scaled 5 three gates were burst open ; and tbc 
French knights, who might tremble on die waves, fiait them-* 
selves invincible on horseback on the j^olid ground* * Sbali t , 
relate tliat the tbousands who guarded th^ emperor’s pemm 
fied on the approach and before the lance of a single warrior 7 

ft 

* ViB^ardoiiiii (No. 12§.) coulbias, UmU wlteiee grout MKlChuk 

ihVfm (Hiat. C. P, c. 13.) niUla spes fitfeonaii^ 

Km tbe icpight dfspises tlio «0 wko tlwiiglu of niib%Aii4 t)ie moiik piaiA»9 iiio« 
who wm 

t EM^wio^ Ibe wrUmfihmmt tva 

awpiclo. 
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iJTIi^r ignominious! flight attested by their countryman 
Nii^tas Van army of phantoms marched with the French hero, 
and he was magnified to a giant in the eyes of the Greeks 
While the fugitives deserted their posts and cast away their 
arras^ the Latins entered the city under the banners of their 
leaders: the streets and gates opened for their passage ; and 
either design or accident kindled a third conflagration, which 
consumed in a few hours the measure of three of the largest 
cities of France f. In the close of the evening» the barons 
checked their troops, and fortified their stations ; they were 
awed by the extent and populousness of the capital, which 
Jnight yet require the labour of a month, if the churches and 
palaces were conscious of their internal strength. But in the. 
iporning, a suppliant procession, with crosses and images, 
announced the submission of the Greeks, and deprecated the 
wrath of the conquerors ; the usurper escaped through the 
golden gate ; the palaces of Blachernas and Boucoleon were 
occupied by the count of Flanders and the marquis of Montfer- 
rat ; and the empire, which still bore the name of Constan- 
tyie, arid the title of Roman, was subverted by the arms of 
the Latin pilgrims 

Constantinople had been taken by storm; and no restraints, 
except' those .of religion and humanity, were imposed on the 
conquerors by the laws of war. Bonifece, marquis of Mont- 
ferrat, still acted as their general; and the Greeks, who re- 
vered his name as that of their future sovereign, were heard 
to exclaim in a lamentable tone, Holy marquis-king, have 

mercy upon us !’* His prudence or compassion opened the 
gates of the city to the fugitives ; and he exhorted the sol- 
diers of the cross to spare the lives of their fellow-Christi- 


* With an alUmion to Homer, Nicetas calls h|m Iwist nine prgy^e, 

or eighteen yards high, a stature which would indeed have excused the terror 
of the Greeks. On this occasion, the historian seems fonder of the marvellous, 
than of his ''country, or perhaps of truth. Baldwin exclaims in the words of 
the psalmist, persequiter unus ex nobis centum aljenos. 

t Villeharaouin (No. Iso.) is again ignorant of the authors of thi/t more 
legitimate fire, which is ascribed bv Gunther to a quidam comes Teutonicas^ 
(e. 14.). They seem ashamed, the incendiaries ! 

X For the second siege and conquest of Constantinople, see Villehardouin 
(No. ns— >133.), Baldwin^ iid Epistle to Innocent III. (Gesta, c. 92. p. 534 
—537.), with the whole reign of Moitrzou6e, in Nicetas (p. 363—375.^ 5 and 
borrow some hints fW>m Handolo (Clyron. Venct. p. ■323—330.) and Gunther ,, 
(Hist. C. P. r. 14—18 ),who add the derations of prophecy and vision. The 
former produces an oracle of the Erythrwai^ sybil, of a great armament on 
tl»e Adriatic, under a blind chief, against ByzantiutD, Ac. Curious, enough^ 
were the prediction aaterior to the fact. 
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ans. The streams of blood that jBow down the of 
Nicetas, may be reduced to the slaughter of two thousand of 
his unresisting countrymeii * ; and the greater part was mas-^ 
sacred, not by the sti'angers, but by the Latins, who had be® 
driven from the city, and who exercised the revenge of atii- 
umpliant faction. Yet of theseexiles. Some were less mind- 
ful of injuries than of benefits; and Nicetas himself waa 
indebted for his safety to the generosity of a Venetian mer- 
chant. Pope Innocent the third accuses the pilgrims of re- 
specting, in their lust, neither age, nor sex, nor religious pro- 
fession ; and bitterly laments that the deeds of darkness, for- 
nication, adultery, and incest, were perpetrated in open day; 
aiul that noble matrons and holy nuns were polluted by the 
grooms and peasants of the Catholic camp It is indeed 
probable that the licence of victory prompted and covered a 
multitude of sins: but it is certain, that the capital of the 
East contained a stock of venal or willing beauty, sufficient 
to satiate the desires of twenty thousapd pilgrims ; and fe- 
male prisoners were no longer subject to the right or abuse 
of domestic slavery. The marquis of Montferrat was the 
patron of discipline and decency; the count of Flanders was 
the mirror of chastity : they had forbidden, under pain of 
death, the rape of married women, or virgins, or nuns ; and 
the proclamation was sometimes invoked by the vanquished;}; 
and respected by the victors. Their cruelty and lust were 
moderated by the authority of the chiefs, and feelings of the 
soldiers ; for we are no longer describing an irruption of the 
northern savages; and however ferocious they might still 
appear, time, policy, and religion, had civilized the manners 
of the French, and still more of the Italians. But a free* 
scope was allowed to their avarice, which was glutted, even 
in the holy week, by the pillage of Constantinople. The 

• ^ 

♦ Cecidcrunt tamen eH die civium qua#! duo luUUa, &c. (Gunther, c. 18.) 
Arithmetic is an excellent touchstone to try the ainplifi cations of pussiou una 
rhetoric. 

t Quidnm (says Innocent 111. Oept^ c. 94 . p. 1^8.) nec reli^oni, vec 
af‘tati,ncc sexui })eperceruj|t : sed fomicuponc*, adulleri^a, etiocestus in ocenUf 
omnium ei^erceutes, non soUm maritats^ et yiiliuui, «ed et matronas ctvirg^nea 
Deoque dicatas, exposuerunt apurdtllf favciiiaum. Villeliardottm taito 
notice of those common incidents. 

* J Nicetas saved, and af^tei nrards a nohja virgin (p. a^p.), wkom# 

soldier, twi ahnost vialatasi In spike 

of the. KrTsM*, 40 

VoL. VIII. V 91 
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ri^ht of victory, unshackted by any promise or treaty, ha<J 
confiscated the public and private wealth of the Greeks; and 
every hand, according to its size and strength, might lawfully 
execute the sentence and seize the forfeiture. A portable and 
universal standard of exchange was found in the coined and 
uncoined metals of gold and silver, which each captor at 
home or abroad, niight convert into the possessions most 
suitable to his temper and situation. ^Of the treasures, which 
trade and luxury had accumulated, the silks, velvets, furs, the 
gems, spices, and rich moveables, were the most precious, ajs 
they could not be procured for money in the ruder countries 
of Europe. An order of rapine was instituted ; nor was the 
share of each individual abandoned to industry or chanCe. 
Under the tremendous penalties of perjury, excommunica- 
tion atid death, the Latins were hound to deliver their plun- 
der into the common stock : three churches were selected for 
the deposit and distribution of the spoil*, a single share was 
allotted to a foot soldier; two for a serjeant on horseback; 
four to 4 knight; and larger proportions according to the 
rank and merit of the barons and princes. For violating this 
sacred engagement, a knight belonging to the count of St. 
Paul was hanged with his shield and coat of arms round his 
neck : his example might render similar offenders more art- 
ful and discreet; but avarice was more powerful thaii.fear ; 
and it is generally believed, that the secret far exceeded the 
acknowledged plunder. Yet the magnitude of the prize sur- 
passed the largest scale of experience or expectation After 
the whole had been equally divided between the French and 
Venetians, fifty thousand marks were deducted to satisfy the 
debts of the-'formcr and the demands of the latter. The 
residue of the French amounted to four hundred thousand 
marks of silverf, abouteight hundred thousand pounds ster- 
ling ; nor can I better appreciate the value of that sum in 
the public and private transactions of the age, than by defin- 

• Of the general mtm of wealth, Gunther obeerves, «t de pauperihua ct 
•drcmi civcs ditiasimi redderentur (Hist. C. P, c. 18 .); ViHehaKdouia 
(No. that since the creation, ne fu tant geaigoi^ dans une villj Baldwin 
(Gesta, c. 9a ), ut tautum tota non rideatur possidere Latinitas. 

t Villehardouin, No. 133—135. Instead of 406,000 there Is a rariont 
reading of 500,000. The Venetians had offered to take the who^e lK>oty, and 
to rive 400 marks to each knight, doo to mck priest and horseman, and 100 fa 
^ch foot toiaieri vfoM hare been ^at losers (Le Bean, Ulst du Bun. 
Lmpjre, tom. xx. p. 506. 1 know not from whence). 
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feg it at sereti times the annual revenue of the Iqngdom'of 
England 

In this great revolution we enjoy the singular felicity of 
comparing the narratives of Villehardouin and Nicetas, the 
opposite feelings of the marshal of Champagne and the 
Byzantine senator f. At the first view it should seem that 
ilie wealth of Constantinople was only transferred from one 
nation to another; and that the loss and sorrow of the Greeks 
is exactly balanced by the joy and advantage of the Latins; 

in the miserable account of war, the gain is never equi- 
valent to the loss, the pleasure to the pain ; the smiles of the 
Latins were transient and fallacious ; the Greeks for ever 
wept over the ruins of their country; and their real cala- 
mities were*aggravated by sacrilege and mockery. What 
benefits accrued to the conquerors from the three fires which 
annihilated so vast a portion of the buildings and riches of 
tlie city ? What a stock of such things, as could neither be 
used nor transported, was maliciously or wantonly destroyed? 
How much treasure was idly w^asted in gaming, debauchery, 
and riot ? And what precious objects were bartered for a vile 
price by the impatience or ignorance of the soldiers, whose 
rewaid was stolen by the base industry of the last of the 
Greeks ? These alone, who had nothing to lose, might derive 
some profit from the revolution; but the misery of tlwj upper 
ranks of society is strongly painted in the personal adven- 
tures of Nicetas himself. His stately palace had been 
reduced to ashes in the second conflagration; and the sena- 
tor, with his family and friends, found an obscure shelter in 
another house which he possessed near the church of St. 
Sophia. It was the door of this mean habitation that his 
friend the Venetian merchant guarded in the disguise of a 
soldier, till Nicetas could save, by a precipitate flight, the 
relics of his fortune and the chastity of his daughter. • In a 
cold wintry season, these fugitives, nursed in the Jap of 

■♦►At the council of Lyons (A. D. 1945 ), the English ambassadors stateiL 
the revenue of the crown as below that of the foreign clergy, winch amountea 
tn 60,000 marks a year (Matthew Paris, p. 451 . Uume's History of England, 
vol. ii, p 370.). 

t .The disorders of the sack of Constantinople, and hii own adventares, are 
feelingly described by Nicetas, p. 367— *369. and in the Status Urb. C. P. 
p. . 375 — 384 . His complaints even of sacrilege are justified by Innocent III, 
(Gesta, c.92.)j hut Villehardouin ebes not betray a synpptom of pity or 
pemo rse. \ 
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prosperity, departed on fbot ; his wife was with child : the 
desertion of their slaves compelled them to carry their 
baggage op their own shoulders ; and their women, whom 
they placed in the centre, were exhorted to conceal their 
beauty with dirt, instead of adorning it with paint and jewels. 
Every step was exposed to insult and danger : the threats of 
the strangers were less painful than the taunts of the plebe- 
ians, with whom they were now levelled ; nor did the exiles 
breathe in safety till their mournful pilgrimage was concluded 
at Selymbria, above forty miles from the capital. On Uie 
Way they overtook the patriarch, without attendance and 
almost without apparel, riding on an ass, and reduced to a 
state of apostolical poverty, which, had it been voluntary, 
might perhaps have been meritorious. In the mean while, 
his desolate churches were profaned by the licentiousness and 
party zeal of the Latins. After stripping the gems and 
pearls, they converted the chalices into drinking cups ; their 
tables, on which they gamed and feasted, were covered with 
the pictures of Christ and the saints; and they trampled 
under foot the most venerable objects of the Christian wor- 
ship. In the cathedral of St. Sophia, the ample veil of the 
sanctuary was rent asunder for the sake of the golden fringe ; 
and the altar, a monument of art and riches, was broken in 
pieces and shared among the captors. Their mules ^nd 
horses were laden with the wrought silver and gilt carvings. 
Which they tore down-from the doors and pulpit ; and if the 
beasts stumbled under the burthen, they were stabbed by 
their impatient drivers, and the holy pavement streamed with 
their impure blood. A prostitute was seated on the throne of 
' the patriarch ; and that daughter of Belial, as she is styled, 
sung and danced in the church, to ridicule the hymns and 
processions of the Orientals. Nor were the repositories of 
the rdyal dead secure from violation : in the church of the 
apostles, the tombs of the emperors were rifled ; and it is 
said, that after six centuries the corpse of Justinian was 
found without any signs of decay or putrefaction. ,In the 
streets^ the French and Flemings clcthed themselves and 
tlteir horses in painted robes and flowing head-dresses, of 
lipen; and the coarse intemperance of their feasts^ insulted 

^ in nglitly apprehend the Grech opsSficetae'e receipts, their favourite diehes 
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the splendid sobriety of the East.* To expose the arms of a 
people of scribes and scholars, they affected to display a 
pen, an ink*horn, and a sheet of paper, without dtsceroiitg 
that the instruments of science and valour were alike feeble 
and useless in the hands of the modern Greeks. 

Their reputation and their language encouraged them, 
however, to despise the ignorance, and to overlook the pro- 
gress, of the Latins*. In the love of the arts, the national ^ 
difference was still more obvious and real ; the Greeks pre- 
served with reverence the works of their ancestors, which 
they could not imitate ; and, in the destruction of the statues 
of Constantinople, we are provoked to join in the complaints 
knd invectives of the Byzantine historian f . We haVe seen 
how the rising city was adorned by the vanity and despotism 
of the Imperial founder: in the ruins of paganism, some 
gods and heroes were saved from the axe of superstition ; and 
the forum and hippodrome were dignified with the relics of a 
better age. Several of these are described by Nicetas in a 
florid and affected style ; and, from his descriptions, I shall 
select some interesting particulars. !• The victorious cha- 
rioteers were cast in bronze, at their own, or the public, charge, 
and fitly placed in the hippodrome: they stood aloft in their 
chariots, wheeling round the goal; the spectators could 
admire their attitude, and judge of the resemblance ; and.of 
these figures, the most perfect might have been transported 
from the Olympic stadium. 2. Thesphyiix, river-horse, and 
crocodile,^enote the climate and manufacture of Egypt, and 
the spoils of that ancient province* 3. The she-wolf sticks 

were boiled buttocks of beef, salt pork and pease, and soup made of garlic and 
sharp or sour herbs (p. 389.). 

• Nicetas uses very harsh expressions, nm 

r^ior (Fragment, apud Fabric. Bibliot. Oi'«c. tom, vi p. 43 4.). 

Tills reproach, it is true, applies most strongly to their ignorance of Greek and 
of Homer. In their owu language, the Latiti^ of the xiith and xiiitb oenturiea 
were not destitute of literature. See HarrisVi Philological Inquiries, p, iii. c, 
9 , 10 , 11 . 

i* Nicetas was of Chonse in Phrygia (the old Colossse of St. Paul) : he raised 
himself to the honours of senator, judge of the veil, and great logothete *, be- 
held the fell of the empire, retired to Nice, and composed an elaborate histor|r 
from the death of Alexius Comnenus to the reign of Henry, 

A manuscript of Nicetas in the Bodleian library, contains thle- curiona 
. fragment on the statues of Constantinople, wliich fraud, or shame, or rather 
carelessness, has dropt in the common editions, 1 1 is published hy Fabnciiia 
(Bihliot. Graec. tom. vi. p. 40 .'!-^T 6 .), and immoderately pi*aisOd by the late 
ingenious Mr. Harris of Salii^;ai 7 (Philological Inquiries, p. iii. c. 5. f . 301— 
010.). i 
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littg Romulusand Remus :!-a subject alike pleasing to die old 
and the tiew Romans ; but whiph could rarely be treated 
before the decline of the Greek sculpture. 4. An eagle 
holding and tearing a serpent in his talons; a domestic monii- 
inent of the Byzantrnes, which they ascribed, not to a human 
artist, but to the magic power of the philosopher Apollonius^ 
who, byjliis talisman, delivered the city from such venomous 
reptiles. 5. An ass, and his driver; which wcie erected by 
Augustus in his colony of Nicopolis, to commemorate a 
verbal omen of the victory of Actium. G. An ec|ucstjiaii 
statue; which passed, in the vulgar opinion, for Joshua, the 
Jewish cfiiqueror, stretching out his hand to stop the course 
of the descending sun. A more classical tiadition recog- 
nised the figures of Bellerophon and l^egasus ; and the iice 
fittitude of the steed seemed to mark tliat he tiod on air, 
rather than on tlie earth. 7. A squaie and lofty obelisk of 
brass; the sides were embossed with a variety of picturesque 
and rural scenes: birds singing; rustics labouring, or play- 
ing on their pipes; sheep bleating; lambs skipping ; the sc^a, 
and a scene of fish and fishing ; little naked cu|)k1s laughing, 
playing, and pelting each other with apples; and, on the 
summit, a female figure turning with the slightest breath, and 
thence denominated the winds attendant. 8. The Phrygian 
she[>herd presenting to Venus the prize of beauty, the apple 
of discord. 9- The incomparable statue of Helen ; which is 
delineated by Nicetas in the word? of admiration and love: 
lier well turned feet, snowy arms, rosy lips, bewitching smiles, 
•wimining'eyes, arched eye-brow^s, the harmony of^ier shape, 
the lightness of her drapery, and her flowing locks that 
waved in the wind ; a beauty that might have moved her 
Barh«arian destroyers to pity and remorse. 10. The manly 
or divine form of Hercules*, as he was restored to life by 
the .masteivhand of Lysippus; of such magnitude, that his 
thumb was equal to the waist, his leg to the stature of a 
common man f ; his chest ample, his shoulders broad, his 

* To illustrate the st&tue of Hercules, Mr. Harris quotes a Creek epigram, 
and engraves a beautiful gem, which does not however copy the attitude of the 
statue : In the latter, Hercules had uot hU club, and his right kg and arm 
were extended. 

t I transcribe these proportions, which appear to me inconsistent with each 
other; and may possibly shew, that the l>oaid|d taste of Nicetas was nu nwrf 
|han aifer tation and vanity. 
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limbs strong and muscular, his I/air curlfed, bis aspect com- 
manding. Without his bow, or quiver, or club, his IJon'ii 
skin carelessly thrown over him, he was seated on an osier 
basket, his right leg and arm stretched to the utmost, his left 
knee bent, and supporting his elbow, his head reclining on , 
his left hand, his countenance indignant and pensive. 11, 
A colossal statue of Juno, which had once adorned her tem- 
ple of Samos ; the enormous head by ftwyoke of oxen was 
laboriously drawn to the palace* 1^. Iftiother colossus, of 
Pallas or Minerva, thirty feet in height, and representing with 
admirable spirit the attributes and character of the martial 
maid. Before we accuse the Latins, it is just to remark, that 
this Pallas was destroyed after the first siege, by the fear and 
superstition of the Greeks themselves The other statues 
of brass which I have enumerated, were broken and melted 
by the unfeeling avarice of the crusaders : the cost and 
labour were consumed in a moment ; the soul of genius evapo- 
rated in smoke ; and the remnant of base metal was coined 
into money for the payment of the troops. Bronze is not the 
most durable of monuments; from the marble forms of 
Phidias and Praxiteles, the Latins might turn aside with 
stupid contempt t; but unless they were crushed by some 
accidental injury, those useless stones stood secure on their 
pedestals J. The moi>t enlightened of the strangers, above 
the gross and sensual pursuits of their countrymen, more 
]nously exercised the right of conquest in the searcli and 
seizure of the relics of the saints §. Immense was the sup- 
ply of heads and bones, crosses and images, that were 
scattered by this revolution over the churches of Europe; 
and such was the increase of pilgrimage and oblation, that 


♦ Nicetas in Isaaco Angelo et Alexio, c. 3. p. SSQ. The Latin editor very 
properly observes, that the iuBtorian, iu his bombast style, produces ex police 
elephantein. 

t lu two passages of Nicetas (edit. Paris, p. 36o. Fabric, p 408 ), tho 
l.atin& are branded with the lively reproach of ©t tv xaiXw ajf^aroi 
and their avarice of biass is clearly expressed. Yet the Venetians had tbo 
merit of removing four brouze horses from Constantinople to the place of St. 
Mark (Sauuto, Vite del Hogi, In Muratori, Script. Rcrum Italicarum, tom. xxii.^ 
p. 534.). 

5; Winckelman, Hist. deTArt, tom. iii. p. 269 , 270 . 

See the pious robbery of the f^bbot Martio, who transferred a rich cargo to 
bis monastery of Paris, diocese of Basil (Gunther, Hist. C. P. c. 19 . 23, 24.). 

in secreting this l^oty, the ^aint incurred an excoittmun^cation, and per- 
haps broks his oath. ? 
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no l^rq^chj, perhaps, of nwje luor^yje plunder was imported 
from the E|iust*, Of the writings of antiquilgr, mat^ that 
atill exisM in tW twelfth centuiy are now lost. But the pil- 
^uns were not solicitpp^ tp 8¥W,e or transport the.vojunae* of 
an unknown tongue : the perishable substance of paper or 
’ paridim^i only bo . preserved by the multipiicity of 
ct^i^ -^I^^Uteiature of Greeks had almost centered in 
^ 4|nd^ withon^. cntQputing 'the extent of our 

loij^j^pfei|^dropj||kar the libraries thpt have perished 
triple ^ ofCcmstantinople f i 

• Fletiry, Hlft, £c<»le«. tom. xvh p. 139—145. 

f 1 fhall collide tbUi dmpter wUb the notiee of a moiiern history , which 
illastra^ th^ "taking of Constantinople hy the Latins ; but which has iallep 
mmev^had late Infct mfhmUiliu. iNolo Raiiiisio' the son of the compiler of <voy-* 

. wff directed hy the senate 9^ Venice Im-write hiitory pf the conquest; 
ana this order, which he received !n his yo^i, he executed in a mature age, by 
m elegent l^illfi^work, de BelloX: 9 fmmiilihopoht»fm et Impfratorilraa Coiiine^ 
{»i« periatallos ^ Vepetos restitutes (Venet,^ Idas, in folio), Eampsio, or Khatn- 
miShs, tfantCflbes tfhd trahiitates'setiitltur'ad ungneYn, a IfS. of Vittehardouin, 
winch, he ItOfseMpdi hwthe eprlcheahisjperiptiep with fSreelk and I^tin mate- 

jrial.s, and we arc indebted to him for a correct state of the fleet, the names of 
the tint iwddeiif* who ^oininiafkded the gullies of the repuhiic, and the 

patriot ^ppsHton of Vaptahop ^a^hns to the ehoiojR of the dege for empio*or. 
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CHAP. LXI. 

Partition of the Empm hy the Trench and Venetians, — Five 
Ijotin Emperors of the Homes of Flanders and Courtenay. 
— Their J Tars against the Bulgarians and Greeks. — Weak- 
ness and Poverty of the Latin Empire. — Recovery of Con- 
sUuUinoph by the Greeks. — General Consequences of the 
Crusades. 

A FTER the death of the lawful princes, the French and 
Venetians, confident of justice and victory, agre ed to divide 
and regulate their future possessions*, it was stipulated by 
treaty, that twelve electors, six of either nation, should be 
nominated; that a majority should chuse the emperor of 
the East; and that, if the votes \^cre equal, the decision of 
chance should ascertain the successful candidate. To him, 
with all the titles and pierogatives of the Byzantine throne, 
they assigned the two palaces of Boucoleon and Blachernse, 
with a fourth part of the Greek monarchy. It was defined 
that the three remaining portions should be equally shared 
between the lopublic of Venice and the barons of France; 
that each feudatory, with an honouiable exception for the 
doge, sliould acknowledge and peifonn the duties of ho- 
mage and military service to the supreme head of the em- 
pire; that the nation which gave an emperor, should 
re;»ign to their brethren the clioice of a patiiaich; and 
that the pilgrims, whatever might be their impatience to 
visit the Holy Land, should devote another year to the 
conquest aud defence of the Greek provinces. After the 
conquest of Constantinople by the Latins, the 'treaty was 
confirmed and executed ; and the first and most important 
^tep was the creation of an emperor. 'I'he six electors of 
thp French nation were all ecclesiastics, the abbot of Loces, 
the archbishop elect of Acre in Palestine, and the bishops 

^ S(’e tlie original treaty of partition, in the Venetian Chronicle of 
Aruhevv Dundolo, p. ^26 — 330. and the buhseqnont election in Villchar- 
doum, No. 136 — ItO, with D^cangc in his Obfccrvations, and the 1st book 
of his llistoire do Constuntuiof le sous rEmpire dcs Fiiiiiyoib. 

VoL. VlII. \ 2K 
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of Troyes, Soissons, Halbers^a(]t, and Bethlehem, tlie last of 
whom exercised in the camp the office of pope’s legate : 
their profession and knowledge were respectable; and as 
they could not be the objects, they were best qualified to be 
the aiithois, of the choice. The six V<!inetians were the 
principal servants, of the state, and in this list the noble 
families of Queiini and Contaiini are still proud to discover 
their ancestors. The twelve assembled jn the chapel of the 
palace; and after the solemn invocation of the Ifoly Gliost, 
they proi'cedcd to deliberate and vote. -A just impulse of 
respect and gratitude prompted them to crown the viitues 
of the doge; his wisdom had inspired their eiiterpnse; and 
the most useful knights might euvy and applaud the ex[)Ioits 
of blindness and age. But the patiiot Dandolo was devoid 
of all pci serial ambition, and fully satisfied that he bad been 
]udgcd wortliy to reign. Ills nomination was over-ruled by 
the Venetians themselves : his countrymen, and perhaps bis 
friends’'^, represented, with the eloquence of tiuth, the 
mischiefs that might arise to national fieedom and tlie com- 
mon cause, from the union of two incompiitible characters, 
of the first magistrate of a lepiiblic and the emperor of the 
Bast. The exclusion of the doge left room for the more 
i'(|ual merits of Boniface and Baldwin ; and at their names 
all meaner candidates respectfully withdrew. Tlie marquis 
of jNIontferrat was recommended by bis mature age and fair 
reputation, by the choice of the adventurers, and the wishes 
of the Greeks; nor can I believe that Venice, the mistress 
of the sea, could be seriously appreliensive of a petty lord 
at the foot of the Alpsf. But the count of riaiiders was 
the chief of a wealthy and warlike people; he was valiant, 
pious, and chaste; in the prime of life, since he was only 
thirty-two years of age; a descendant of Charlemagne, a 
coiibin of the king of France, and a compeer of the prelates 


* After mcntionins; t1)c noiniiiation of the dogo by a rrmch elector, bis 
kinbinan Amlrt'w Dandolo approves iub exclusion, qnidaiu Veuetomm tidebs 
et iiobilis sciK'x, u>os •M-inoue satis probubili, he, which bus been cin- 
hioidercd by modern writers ftom Blondus to Beau. 

t Xicet<i>qi 3a I), with the vain ii»norance of a (Jrcek, describes the 
marquis ot .Monrfenwt as a maritime power. 

\V.»> he dcoeivtal by the Bjztiunne theme of Lombardv, ^^hlch 
o\lciid» d tfic ooa I of Culubna. /* ’ * 
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find bfirons who had yielded uirh lelnctance to the command 
of a foreigner. Without the cluipel, these barons, with tlie 
doge and marquis at theii head, expected the dicision of 
the twelve electors. It was announced by the bishop of 
^^oissons, in the name of his colleagues : Ye have sworn 
to obey the prince whom wc should chnse; by out iina- 
nimous suffrage, Baldwin count of Flanders and Ilainault 
is now your sovereign, and the cmpeior of the East.*’ 
He was saluted witli loud applause, and the proclamation 
was rtvechoed through the city by the joy of the Latins 
and the tiembling adulation of the Greeks. Boniface was 
the first to kiss the haqd of his rival, and to raise him on 
the buckler; and Baldwin was transpoited to the cathedral, 
and solemnly invested wdtli the purple buskins. At the end 
of three weeks he was crowned by tlie legate, in the vacancy 
of a paliiarch; but the Venetian clergy soon filled the 
chapter of St. Sophia, sealed Thomas JMoiosini on the 
ecclesiastical throne, and employed every art to perpetuate 
in their own nation the honours and benefices of. the Greek 
church*. Without delay the successor of Constantine in-*- 
sliucted i^ilestine, France, and Rome, of this memorable 
revolution. To Palestine be sent, as a trophy, the gates of 
Constantinople, and the chain of the harbouif; and 
adopted, fioin tlie Assise of Jerusalem, the laws or customs 
best adapted to a Fiench colony and conquest in the East. 
In his epistles, tlie natives of France are encouraged to 
vswcll that colony, and to secure that conquest, to people a 
magnificent city and a fertile land, which will reward the 
Jabouis botl) of the priest and the soldier. He congiatiw 
lates the Roman pontiff on the lestoratlon of bis authoiity 
in the East; invites liim to extinguish the Gieek schism by 
his presence in a general council; and implores his biessin^g 
and foigiveness for the disobedient pilgrims.* Ibudence 
and dignity are blended in the answer of InnoceulJ'. In 

* They exacted an oath from Thomas ]M(>rosi!H to appoint no canons of 
Sijplna, the lawful rlectors, except Venetmns who had lived ten years 
at Wnice, (Src. But the foreign clergy wat* envious, the pope disapproved 
this Hution.ii iiiouop«ily, and of the hix Latin patnauhs ol CopstantUMiple, 
only tlie first and tiic last wcic Venetians. 

t Nicetas, p, 

; Idle epistles of innoccHl RI. arc a rich fund for the ecclesiastical and 

S a K 2 
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the subversion of the Byzantine empire, he arraigns the 
, vices of man, and adores the providence of God : tlie con* 
querors will be absolved or condemned by their future con- 
duct; the validity of their treaty depends on the judgment 
of St. Peter; but he inculcates their most sacred duty of 
establishing a just subordination of obedience and tribute, 
from the Greeks to the Latins, from the magistrate to the 
clergy, and fiom the clergy to the pope. 

-Ill the division of the Greek provinces’^*, the share of the 
Venetians was more ample than that of the Latin Emperor. 
No more than one fourth was appropriated to his domain; 
a clear moiety of the remainder was reserved for Venice; 
and the other moiety was distributed among the adventurers 
of France and Lombardy. The venerable Dandolo was pro- 
claimed despot of Romania, and invested after the Greek 
fashion willi the purple buskins. He ended at Constanti- 
nople his long and glorious life; and if the prerogative was 
personal, the title was used by his successors till the middle 
of the fourteenth century, with the singular though true 
addition of lords of one fourth and a half of the Roman 
empiief. The doge, a slave of slate, was seldom permitted 
to depart from the helm of the republic; but his place was 
supplied by the bail, or regent, who exercised a supreme 
jurisdiction over the colony of Venetians; they possessed 
three of the eight quarteis of the city; and his independent 
tnbunal was composed of six judges, four counsellors, two 
chamberlains, two fiscal advocates, and a constable. Their 
long experience of the Eastern trade enabled them to select 
their portion with discernment: they had rashly accepted 
tlie dominion and delence of Adrianople ; but it was the 


civil iuhtitution of the Liuin empire of Consiantuioj)le ; and the most im- 
portaiU ol ihc'^e epistles (of ivhicli the collreiioji m 2 \ol?. m folio, is pub- 
lislicd by Stephen Baliize) arc inserU'd in his G(*sra, in Muiatoii, Script, 
lleiiitn italieaniiii, tom. ni. p. 1. c. 0| — 105. 

la the treaty of partition, ino.i of the nniijos are (orrupted by the 
srnbc'^' they imj;ht be restoiccl, and a jjnnd map suited to Uic last age of 
li'.e By/.anliiie cmpiie, would be an iiJipiu\emeiit of geography , But, alas I 
, d' Aiiullc IS no more I 

f 'i'hcir «r^le was domiiitis qnartai paitis et djinidia* impel ii Romani, till 
tbn\aniii Doltlno, who vva , cleetcd doge in the ^ear 1350 (Sainito, p. 530. 
041.' I'or ilie goteinmeni ot C\'n?tautiuople, =ee Dncaiigc, Ifi^toirc dc 
' C. 1*. -i !vf , " * 
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moic leasonable aim of their policy to form a chain of fac* 
toiics, and cities, and islands, along the maritime coast, 
from the neighbourhood of Ragusa to the Hellespont and 
the Bosphorus. The labour and cost of such extensive con- 
quests exhausted their treasury: they abandoned their max- 
ims of government, adopted a feudal system, and contented 
themselves with the homage of their nobles for the pos- 
sessions which thesq private vassals undertook to reduce and 
maintain. And thus it was, that the family of Sanut ac- 
quired the duchy of Naxos, which involved the greatest 
part of the Archipelago. For the price of ten thousand 
marks, the republic purchased of the marquis of Montferrat 
the fertile island of Crete or Candid with the ruins of an 
hundred citiesf; but its improvement was stinted by the 
proud and narrow spirit of an aristocracy.}:; and the wisest 
senators would confess that the sea, not the land, was the 
treasury of St. Mark, in the moiety of the adventurers, 
the marquis Boniface might claim the most liberal reward; 
and, besides the isle of Crete, his exclusion fiom the thione 
was compensated by the royal title and the provinces be- 
yond the Hellespont. But he prudently exchanged that 
distant and difficult conquest for the kingdom of Thesealo- 
n^;a or Macedonia, twelve days journey fiom the capital, 
wiiere he might be supported by the neighbouring poweia 
of his brother-in-law the king of Hungary. His progress 
was hailed by the voluntary or reluctant acclamations of the 
patives; and Greece, the proper and ancient (J recce, again 
received a Latin conqueioi^j, who tied wilh indilfeience 

* Ducange dc C. P. ii. 6.) ims marked the eoiujiiesth made hy tlitt 

state or riobic'^ of V^eiiice of the islands of Caiidia, Coilu, Cephaluiiid^ 
Zautc, Naxos, Paros, Melos, Andros, M^cone, Sevro, O i, and Lemnos. 

t Boniluce sold tlic isle of t’andia, August 1^2, A.D. 120'i*. Sec ilie act 
in Sanuto, p. 53d.: but 1 cannot uiidci stand how ji could in ^ rnotbePs 
pijrtion, or how stir could be tlie daughter ol an emperor AJcxiin 

I la ttic‘ yeai 1212, the doge Peter Zani sCiit a colony to Caiidns drawn 
fioin eveiy cjiKuter of V^enicc Bat in then sav.'ure man ih'I’g and fretj^uent 
icbcilions, the OandioLs may be compaic'd to the Coisicans under tlie 
yC>ke of Genoa; and when 1 cc'inpare the accounts of Belon and rourne- 
fort, I cannot discern much diifcicnce between tiic Venetiau and tike 
I’uikisli i<.hind. 

• ^ Villdiardouin (No. 159, 160, 173— 177 ) and Nicetas (p. 387— 39L; 

describe the expedmon into Greece ol the marquis iiomlacc. 'Hie Choni.ite 
might derive his in formation Irom Ins brother Micharl, archhjsjiop ot‘ Attnai ., 
\^hom he pamrs as uu ujator,!.'- stutesraan, and *i joat. lit- eucornium oi 
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lUw classic ground. He Viewed with a careless eye the 
beauties of the valley of* Tempe ; tiaversed with a cautious 
5,tep the streights of* Tliermopyla? ; occupied the unknown 
cities of Thebes, Athens, and Argos; and assaulted the for- 
tifications of Corinth and Napoli which resisted his arms. 
The lots of the Latin pilgrims were regulated by chnpce, or 
choice, or subsequent exchange; and they abused, with 
intemperate joy, the triumph over the lives and fortunes of 
a great people. After a minute suivey of the provinces, 
they weighed in the scales of avarice the revenue of each 
district, the advantage of the situation, and the ample or 
scanty supplies for the maintenance of soldiers and hoises. 
Their presumption claimed and divided the long-lost depen- 
dencies of the Roman sceptre: the Nile and Euphrates 
rolled through their imaginary realms; and happy was the 
warrior who drew for his prize the palace of the Turkish 
sultan of Iconiuinf, I shall not descend to the pedigree of 
families and the rent-roll of estates, but I wish to specify 
tliat the counts of Blois and Su Pol were invested with the 
duchy of Nice and the lordship of Demoticaf : the princi- 
pal fiefs were held by the service of constable, chamberlain, 
cup-bcarer, butler, and chief cook; and our historian, 
Jeffrey of Villehardouin, obtained a fair establishment on 
the banks of the Hebrus, and united the double office of 
marshal of Champagne and Romania. At the head of his 
knights and archers, each baion mounted on hoiscbtick to 
secure tiie possession of his share, and their first efforts 
weie generally successful. Rut the public foice was weak- 
ened by their dispersion ; and a thousand quarrels must 

AthcnQ, and the of Tcinpr, '^houUl be published bom the 

Itoclleian MS. ol' TMiretus (Fabric. Brblior. (^’rd'c. tom. vi. p. 105 .), and 
would have deserved Mr, Harris^ mqiuues. 

** Napob ffi Jtomania, oi Xanpba, the ancient bca-port of Argos, is still a 
plnce of strength and coiisideiation, situate on a rot hy pcnmsula, with a 
good haibour (ChaTKlirr’s Tiavtls into (ireiee, p. 2*27.). 

t T have softened the e\piession of Nicetas, wi*o strives to expose the 
presumption of the Franks, hiee dc Rebus post C. F. expugnattim, p. ‘^75 
— ;i8l. 

I A city surioiindt'ci liy the nvor Ilcbrus, and '•ix leagui's to the south pf 
Adri.inople, ivoeiw'd fioui its double wml! llie Oieek nauuMd i )i({y inormciios, 
insensibly coiruptcd mto Demotica and Dimor, I ha\e pM.-teiro'd the moie 
ronvenunt and modern appellation or Demotiea Ih^s pbtre was the ia~t 
Turkish l(*^Ki^uco ot’ (.duules XII, | 
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Arise under a law, and among men, ^^hose sole umpire was 
the sword. Within three months after the conquest of 
Constantinople, the emperor and the king of Thessalonica 
drew their hostile followers into the field ; they were recon- 
ciled by the authority of the doge, the advice of the mar- 
shal, and the firm freedom of their peers*. 

Two fugitives, who had reigned at Constantinople, still 
asserted the title of emperor; and the subjects of their 
fallen throne might be moved to pity by the misfortunes of 
.tlie elder Alexius, or excited to revenge by the s[>irit of 
Moiirzotillc. A domestic alliance, a common interest, a 
similar guilt, and the merit of extinguishing his enemies, a 
‘brother and a nephew, induced the more recent usurper to 
unite with the former the relics of his power. Mourzoofle 
was received with smiles and honours in the camp of his 
father Alexius ; but the wicked can never love, and should 
rarely trust, their fellow criminals: he was seized in the 
bath, deprived of his eyes, stripped of his troops and trea- 
sures, and turned out to wander an object of horror and 
contempt to those who with more propriety could hate, and 
with more justice could punish, the assassin of the emperor 
Isaac and his son. As the tyrant, pursued by fear or re- 
morse, was stealing over to Asia, he was seized by the 
Latins of Constantinople, and condemned, after an open 
trial, to an ignominious death. His judges debated the 
mode of his execution, the axe, the wlieel, or the stake; 
and it was resolved that Monrzoufief should ascend the 
Theodosian column, a pillar of while marble of one bundled 
and forty-seven feet in heigiit Tioin thc' summit lie was 

* Tbolr quarrel is told by Villchardoulri (No. 146 — 160) with the spint 
of freedom. The merit and reputation of tlie marshal are ucl.nowledged by 
the (ireek bistoiuiii (p 387.), fxtyx Tagx rei; Axnv'jjv ^furw/xxerf: 

nidike some modern heroes, whose eipioiis are only visible m tlieir own 
memoirs. 

■f J^'ce the f.ilc of Mourzoude, in Nicetas (p. 393.), Villehardouin (No. 
141 — 14.5. 163.) and Gunthcrus (c. 20, ^il.). Ncithei the maushal nor the 
monk aiVord a gram of pity for a tyrant or reliel, who»(’ punishment, how- 
ever, was more iinexamjiled than Ins crime. 

I The column of Arcadiu*?, which rep»-c«ents in basso-relievo his victories, 
-or those of hi^ father 4'heodosnis, is still extant at Gonsrantuioplc. Jt is 
dc^c^lhed and ineusiired, Ciy thus (Topograph, iv. 7.), Ikmdura (ad l. i An* 
tiquit. (k tk 507, kc.)f and Tomnefort (Vuva^c du Levant,, tpm. u. lettre 
XU. p. 231). \ 
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cast down headlong, and daaihed in pieces on the pavement, 
io the presence of innumerable spectators, who filled the 
forum of Taurus, and admired the accomplishment of an 
old prediction, which was explained by this singular even 
The fate of Alexius is less tragical : he was sent by the 
marquis a captive to Italy, and a gift to the king of the 
Homans; but he had not much to ap[)laud his fortune, if 
the sentence of imprisonment and exile were changed from 
a fortress in the Alps to a monastry in Asia. But his 
daughter, before the national calamity, had been given in 
marriage to a young hero who continued the succession, 
and restoied the throne, of the Greek princesf. The valour 
of Theodore Lascans was signalised in the two sieges of 
Constantinople. Alter the flight of Mourzouflo, when tlie 
XAatihs were already in the city, he ofl’ered biniself as their 
emperor to the soldiers and people: and his ambition, which 
might be virtuous, was undoubtedly brave. Could he have 
infused a soul into the multitude, they might have crnsl;ied 
the strangers under their feet: their abject despair refused 
bis aid, and Theodore retiied to breathe the air of fieedom m 
Anatolia, beyond tlie immediate vievv and pursuit of the con- 
querors. Undei ihc (itle, at first of despot, and afterwards 
of emperor, he dicw to his standaid the bolder spiiits, who 
were foi tided against slavery by the contempt of life; and 
as fveiy means was lawful for the public safety, implored 
witboiift scruple the alliance of the Turkish sultan. Nice, 
where Theodoie established bis residence, Piusaand Pliila- 
delpbia, Smyrna and Ephesus, opened their gates to their 
deliverer: he derived strength and reputation from his vic- 
tories, and t'vcn fioin bis defeats; and the successor of 
Constantine preserved a fragment of the empiie from the 
banks of the Ma^ander to the suburbs of;?^Nicomedia, and 
at length of Conaiantinople. Anothe| Jubftion, distant and 

* The nonionsc of OuiitlKT aud tlic modern Greek®; concerning this 
*'oiiimna fatidiva^ is unwoithy of notice; but it is singular enough that 
fifty yoais before tlie Latin conquest, the poet I'zetes (Chiliad, ix. 277.), 
relivts t’iie dream ol a matron, who saw an army in the forum, and a 
m.ii) Mttnig on the column, clipping his hands, and uttering a loud exclu- 
.in.nKHi. ^ 

J The (ly nasties of Xice, Trehizond, and Kpirus (of v\liich Nicetas saw 
tlie origin without imu li picasiue or hope}, are learnedly explored, and 
clt.irh jepieiCiited, in the Lainiiiai Byzami/ae of Ducange. 
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obscure, was |K)ssessed by the Jiiieal heir of the Comtieni, a 
soil of the virtuous Manuel, a grandson of the tyiant An- 
dronicus. His name was Alexius; and the epithet of great 
was applied perhaps to luh stature, rather than 
ploits. By the indulgence of the Angeli, he was appoiftte 4 
governor or duke of Trebizond* : his birth gave him ambi- 
tion, the revolution independence; and without changing 
his title, he reigned in peace from Sinope to the Phusis, 
along the coast of the Black Sea. His fiameless son and 
successor is described as the vassal of the sultan, whom he 
served with two hundred lances; that Comnenian prince 
was no more than duke of Trebizond, and the title of Em- 
peror was fiist assumed by the pride and envy of the grand- 
son of Alexius. In the West, a third fragment was saved 
from the common shipwreck by Michael, a bastard of the 
house of Angeli, who before the revolution, had been 
known as an hostage, a soldier, and a rebel. His flight 
from the camp of the marquis Boniface secuied his free- 
dom ; by his marriage with the governor's daughter, he 
commanded the important place of Durazzo, assumed the 
title of despot, and founded a strong and conspicuous prin- 
cipality 111 Epirus, iEtolia, and Thessaly, which have evei 
been peopled by a warlike race. The Greeks, wh 6 hud 
ofl’ered iheir service to their new sovereigns, weie excluded 
by the haughty Latinsf from all civil and military honours, 
as a nation born to tiemble and obey. Their res^iiliTient 
prompted them to shew that the}- might have been useful 
friends, since tliey could be dangeioiis enemies: their nerves 
were braced by adversity; whatever was learned or holy, 
whatever was noble or valiant, rolled away into the inde- 

• Except some facts in Pacliymer and Nicephorus Grepjora^, which will 
licrcatier be used, the l5y'/antine writers disdain to speak of’* the empire of 
Trebi/ond, or principality of the Lazi; and among the Latins, it is con- 
spienoiis only m tlie romances of the xivth or xvth centuries. Yet the 
iiidefitij^ablc Ducati^c, has dii^ out (Fam. Byz. p. 192) two authentic pas- 
sages in Vincent of Beauvais (i. xx'xi. c. 144.), and the protouotary Oge/ms 
(apud Wading, A.D. 1279. No. 4). 

t 1 he portrait of the French Latins is drawn in Nicetas by the hand of 
prejudice and resentment : ahv riuv wj A^eoj t^y» ?rapc»o*Li^]3fi- 

ytmxorrof aXX* Ti? to-v n ruv ixna-uv toi$ 

Tyrol? tTTs^iyt^srot xai ayro oijucci Tnv fvtrty no’ccv avrpiEcoi, KCtt Tov 

tu Aoyw 7r^oTp£x<Ji'V'* 

VoL. Vlir. 2 L 
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pendent states of'Trebizondi Epirus, and Nice; and a single 
patrician is maiked by the ambiguous praise of attachment 
and loyalty to the Franks. The vulaar herd of the cities 
and the counties would have gladl}^ submitted to a mild 
and regular servitude; and the transient disorders of war 
would have been obliterated by some years of industry and 
peace. But peace was banished, and industry was crushed, 
in the disorders of the feudal sysiein. The Roman emperors 
of Constantinople, if they were endowed with abilities, 
were armed with power for the protection of theii subjects: 
their laws were wise, and their administration was simple. 
The Latin throne was filled by a titular prince, the chief, 
and often the servant, pf his licentious confederates: the 
fiefs of the empire, from a kmgdom to a castlcy wn^ere hcld 
and ruled by the sword of the barons : and their discord, 
poverty, and ignorance, extended their ramifications of 
tyranny to the most sequestered villages. The Greeks were 
oppressed by the double weight of the priest, who was in- 
vested with tempoial power, and of the soldier, who was 
inflamed by fanatic hatred; and the insuperable bar of reli- 
gion and language for ever separated (he stranger and the 
native. As long as the criisadeis weie united at Constanti- 
nople, the memory of their conquests, and the terror of 
their arms, imposed silence on the captive land: their dis- 
persion betrayed the smallness of their numbers and the de- 
fects of their discipline; and some failures and mischances 
revealed the secret, that they were not invincible. As the 
fear of the Greeks abated, their hatred increased. They 
murmured; they conspired; and before a year of slavery 
had elapsed, they implored, or accepted, the succour of a 
Barbarian, whose powder they had felt, and whose gratitude 
they trusted*. 

The Latin conquerors had been saluted with a solemn and 
early embassy from John, or Joannice, or Calo-John, the re- 
volted chief of the Bulgarians and Walachians. He deemed 
himself their brother, as the votary of the Roman pontift', 

* I licre begin to use, with freedom and confidence, the eight books of 
the Histoire dt C. P. bous I'Empire des Francois, which Ducange has gK'eii 
Ws a bupnlcmcnt to Villchardoum; and which, m a barbivPcHfe st^lc, dcsciNes 
the praise of an ougmal and classic work, p 
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from whom he had received th^ fegal title and an haJy ban-- 
ner^ and in the subversion of the Greek monarchy, be might 
aspire to the name of their friend and accomplice. But Calo-^ 
John was astonished to find, that the count of Flanders had 
assumed the pomp and pride of the successors of Constantine; 
and his ambassadors were dismissed with an haughty message, 
that the rebel must deserve a pardon, by touching with his 
forehead the foot-stool of the Imperial throne. His resent- 
ment* would have exhaled in acts of violence and blood; 
his cooler policy watched the rising discontent of the Greeks; 
affected a tender concern for their sufferings; and promised, 
that their first struggles for freedom should be supported by 
his person and kingdom. The conspiracy was propagated by 
national hatred, the firmest band of association and secrecy : 
the Greeks were impatient to sheath their daggers in the 
breasts of the victorious strangers; but the execution was 
prudently delayed, till Henry, the emperor’s brother, had 
transported the flower of his troops beyond the Hellespont. 
Most of the towns and villages of Thrace weie true to the 
moment and the signal: and the Latins, without arms or 
suspicion, weie slaughtered by the vile and merciless revenge 
of their slaves. Fiom Demotica, the fiist scene of the mas- 
sacre, the surviving vassals of the count of St. Pol escaped 
to Adiianople ; but the Fiench and Venetians, who occupied 
that city, were slain or expelled by the furious multitude; 
the garrisons that could effect their retreat, fell bvack on each 
other towards the metropolis; and the foi tresses, that sepa- 
rately stood against the rebels, were ignoiant of each othei’s 
and of their sovereign’s fate. The voice of fame and fear 
announced the icvoU of the Greeks and the rapid approach 
of their Bulgarian ally; and Calo-Jobn, not depending on 
the forces of his own kingdom, had drawn from the Scythian 
wilderness a body of fourteen thousand Comans, *who drank, 
it was said, the blood of their captives, and sacrificed the 
Christians on the altars of their godsf- 

• In Calo-Jobn’s answer to the pope, we may find his claims and com- 
plaints (Gesta Innocent Hi. c. 108 , lOQ.) : tie was cherished at Rome as 
‘the prodigal son. , . 

t rhe Com^ns were a Tartar orT irkman herd, which encamped in 
the.xiith and xiiith centuries on the verge of Moldavia. The greater part 

2 LS 
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Alarmed by this sudden growing d;inger, the emperor 
dispatched a swift messenger to recall jEOunt and his 

troops ; and had Baldwin expected the return of his gallant 
brother, with a supply of twenty thousand Armenians, he 
might have encountered tlie invader with equal numbers and 
a decisive superiority of arms and discipline. But the spirit 
of chivalry could seldom discriminate caution from cowardice; 
and the emperor took the field with an ^hundred and forty 
knights, and their train of archers and seijeants. The mar* 
shal, who dissuaded and obeyed, led the vanguard in their 
march to Adrianople; the main body was commanded by 
the count of Blois; the aged doge of Venice followed with 
the rear; and their scanty numbers were increased from all 
sides by the fugitive Latins. They undertook to besiege the 
lebels of Adrianople; and such was the pious tendency of 
the crusades, that they employed the holy week in pillaging 
the countiy for their subsistence, and in framing engines for 
the destruction of their fellow-chiistians. But the Latins 
were soon interrupted and alarmed by the light cavalry of 
the Comans, who boldly skirmished to the edge of their 
perfect lines: and a proclamation was issued by the marshal 
of liomania, that, on the trumpet’s sound, tlm cavalry should 
mount and foim ; but that none, under pain of death, should 
abandon themselves to a desultory and dangerous pursuit. 
This wise injunction was first disobeyed by the count of 
Blois, who involved the emperor in his rashness and ruin. 
The Comans, of the Parthian or Tartar school, fled before 
their first charge; but after a career of two leagues, when 
the knights and their horses were almost breathless, the}^ sud* 
denly turned, rallied, and encompassed the heavy squadrons 
of the Franks. The count was slain on the field ; the empe- 
ror was made prisoner; and if the one disdained to fly, if the 
other refused to yield, their personal bravery made a poor 
atonement for their ignorance, or neglect, of the duties of a 
general*, 

were Pagans, but some were Mahometans,' ahd' tlie whole hord was con^ 
\erted to Christianity (A.O, 1370) hy 'Lcivi^ king of Hungary. 

♦ Nicotas, from ignorance or malice, imputes the defeat to the cow- 
ardice of Dandolo (p. 383.) ; but Villehardouin shaies bis glory wiih 
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Proud of hm victory and his rt)^al prize, the Bulgarian ad- 
vanced to relieve Adrianople and atchieve the destructior of 
the Latins. They must inevitably have been destroye I, if 
the marshal of Romania had not displayed a cool c uuigt* 
and consummate skill; uncommon in all ages, b -t most 
uncommon in those times, when war w'as a passion, rather 
than a science. His grief and fears were ponied into the 
firm and faithful bosom of the doge; but In the coup he' 
diffused an assurance of safety, which could only be relilf^.'Hi 
•by the general belief. All day he mainiained his pc'nuius 
station between the city and the Baibarians : Ville rdouin 
decamped in silence, at the dead of niglH; and his masterly. 
*ietreat of three days, would have deserved the praise of 
Xenophon and the ten thousand. In the rear the marshal 
suppoited the weight of the pursuit; in the front he mo- 
derated the impatience of the fugitives; and wheiever the 
Comans approached, they were repelled by a liac of im- 
penetrable spears. On the third day, the weary tioops* 
beheld the sea, the solitary town of Rodosto*^, and their 
fiiends, who had landed from the Asiatic shoie. Thev ein- 
hiaced, they wept; but they xmited their aims and couir- 
sels; and, in his brothei’s absence, count Henry assumed 
the regency of the empiic, at once in a stale of childhooft 
and caducity f. If the Comans wilhdiew fiom the summer 
heats, seven thousand Latins, in tlie liour of danger, desertetl 
Constantinople, their brclhien, and llieir vows; Some pai- 
tial success \xas ovei balanced by the loss of one huiulieci anrl 
Yvventy knights in the field of llusium ; and of the Impeiial 
domain, no iiioie vviis left tluui the capital, with two or tlnee 
adjacent forti esses on the shores of Luiojic and Asia. The 
king of Bulgaria was lesistless and inexorable; and Calo- 
John respectfully eluded the demands of tiie Fopcji who con- 

feis venerable frjencl, qui viels borne 6re et gote ne veoit, rasiis ene 
sages et preus et vigueios (No. 19'3-)- 

• '[’he truth of ceogrt^phy, and the oriL’inal tevt orV^'lIebardoTUii {No>. 
H)40» place llodobto Ihiee (L}i> join ney (uoe* lorne s) f om Adaunople; 
but Vigeiicic, in bis version, bjs most absurdly sul)stituted frois /wutes ; 
and this error, which is not corrected by Ducango has entrapped several 
models, whose mines I shall spar e. 

t The rcign^i^fld end of Bald^Yln are related by Vtllehardouin an^NW 
oetas (p SSC— • and thcii omfssions are supplied by Ducauge in bit 
Obsei vations, and to the cud ot liis first book- 
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jiwjphis new proselyte to rfr^ore peace and the emperor to 
th?afflicted Latins. The deliverance of Baldwin was na 
longer, he said, in the power of man : that prince had died 
in prison ; and the manner of his death is variously related 
by ignorance and credulity. The lovers of a tragic legend 
will be pleased to hear, that the royal captive was tempted 
by the amorous queen of the Bulgarians; that his chaste re- 
fusal exposed him to the falsehood of a ^oman and the jea- 
lousy of a savage; that his hands and feet were severed from 
his body ; that his bleeding trunk was cast among the car- 
cases of clogs and horses ; and that he breathed three days> 
before he was devoured by the birds of prey*. About twenty 
years afterwards, in a wood of the Netherlands, an hermit 
announced himself as the tiue Baldwin, the emperor of Con- 
stantinople, and lawful sovereign of Flanders. He i elated 
the wonders of his escape, his adventures, and his penance, 
among a people prone to believe and to rebel ; and, in the 
lirst transpoit, Flanders acknowledged her long-lost sove- 
reign. A short examination before the French court de- 
tected the impostor, who was punished with an ignominious 
death ; but the Flemings still adhered to the pleasing error; 
and the countess Jane is accused by the gravest historians of 
sacrificing to her ambition the life of an unfortunate fatherf. 

In all civilized hostility, a treaty is established for the ex- 
change or ransom of prisoners; and if their captivity be pro- 
longed, their condition is known, and they are treated ac- 
cording to their rank with humanity or honour. But the 
savage Bulgarian was a stranger to the laws of war; his pri- 
sons w’ere involved in darkness and silence ; and above a year 
elapsed before the Latins could be assured of the death of 
Baldwin, before his brother, tlie regent Heniy, w^ould con- 
sent to aspme the title of emperor. His^ moderation wa-- 

* After brushing away all doubtful and improbable cirp\imsfances, we 
may prove tbe death of Baldwin, 1. By the firm belief of the Ficoch ba 
rons (Villchardouin, No. 230.). 2. By the dcclara^on of Calo-John him- 
self. who excuses his not releasing the captive emperor, quia debitum 
carnis exsolveiat cum carccic tent»rptur (Gesla Innocent. III. c. lOO-)* 

t See the story of this impostor from the French and Flemish wi iters m 
Ducangc, Hist. deC. P. iii. f). ; and the lidiculous fables that welje be- 
lieved by the monks of St. Albans, m Matthew Paris, Hist. Major, p. 27 1, 
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r»p|.ilauc!ed by the Greeks its tfti act of rare and 
virtue. Their light and perfidious ambition was t® 

seize or anticipate the moment of a vacancy, while a lnw of 
succession, the guardian both of the prince and people, was 
gradually defined and confirmed in the hereditary monarchies 
of Europe. In the support of the Eastern empire, Henry 
was gradually left without an associate, as, the heroes of the 
crusade retired from the world or from the Avar. The doge 
of Venice, the venerable Dandolo, in the fulness of year^ 
and glory, sunk into the grave. The marquis of Montferrat 
was slowly recalled from the Peloponnesian war to the re- 
venge of Baldwin and thejefence of Thessalonica. Some 
nice dispines of feudal homage and service were reconciled 
in a personal interview between the emperor and the king : 
they were firmly united by mutual esteem and the common 
danger; and their alliance was sealed by the nuptial ot 
Henry with the daughter of the Italian prince. He soon 
deplored the loss of liis friend and I’atlier* At the persuasion 
of some faithful Greeks, Boniface made a bold and success^ 
ful inroad among the hilU of Rhodope: the Bulgarians fled 
on his appioach; they assembled to harass his retreat. On 
the intciligeiice that his rear was attacked, without waiting 
for anv defensive armour, he leaped on horseback, couched 
his lance, and drove the enemies before him ; but in the 
rash pursuit he was pierced with a mortal wound ; and the 
liead ol’ tlie king of Thessalonica was presented to Cald- 
John, who enjoyed the honours, without the merit, of vie- 
toiy. It is lu’ic, at liiis melancholy event, that the pen or 
^ tlie voice of Jeffiey of VilJehardouin seems to drop or to 
expiic*^; and if he still exercised his military office of 
maishal of Romania, his subsequent exploits are buried in 
oblivion t* The character of Henry was upt unequal to his 

• Villehardouin, No. 257. 1 quote, with regret, ihh lamctitable con- 
elusion, where we l6sp at once the original history, and the rich illustra- 
tions of Ducange. 'flie last pages may derive some light from Henry s 
two epistles to Innocent III. j|[‘Jesia, c. lOO, 107.). 

t 'i'he marshal was alive in 1212, but he probably died soon aftcrwardS| 
without returning to France (l)ucange. Observations sur Villehardouin, 
p. 2SH.). Ills d'ef of Messinople, the gift of Boniface, was thh ancient 
Alaximianoplis, which flouiished in the time of Ammianus 
among the cities of Thrace. (No. 14 1.)- 
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arduous situation : in the of Constantinople, and be- 

yond the Flellespont, he had deserved the fame of a valiant 
knight ^nd a skilful commander; and his courage was tem- 
peicd with a degree of prudence and mildness unknown to 
his impetuous brother. In the doubk war against the 
Greeks of Asia and the Bulgarians of *Europe, he was ever 
the A re most on shipboard or on horseback; and though he 
cautiously provided for the success of his anils, the drooping 
Latins were often roused by his example to save and to se- 
cond their fearless emperor. But such efforts, and some 
supplies of men and money from France, were of less avail 
than the errors, the cruelty, and death of their most for- 
midable adversary. When the despair of the Greek subjects* 
invited Calo-Jolin as their deliverer, they hoped that he 
would protect their liberty and adopt their laws : they were 
soon taught to compare the degrees of national ferocity, 
and to execrate tlie savage conejueror, who no longer dis- 
sembieci bis intention of dispeopling 'rhracc, of demobabing 
the cities,, and ot transplanting the inhabitants beyond tiic 
Danube. Many towns and villages of Thrace weie already 
evacuated; an heap of ruins marked the place of Plnlippo- 
polis, and a similar calamity was expected at Deinotica and 
Adrianople, by the fust authors of the revolt. They raised 
a cry of grief and repentance lo the ihioneof Heniy; the 
emperor alope had the magnanimity to forgive and tiust them. 
No more than four hundred knights, with their serjeants and 
archers, could be assembled under his banner; and with 
this slender toice he fopght and’ repulsed llie Bulgaiian,^ 
who, besides his iulantry, wa's at tlie head of forty tliousuncf 
hoise. In this expedition, Heniy ielt the difference between 
an hostile and a fiicndly country ; the remaining cities were 
arms; and the savage, wnth shame and loss, 
was com^idl^^o relinquish Ins prey. The siege of I'hessa- 
lonica wa^ the last of the evils which Calo John inflicted oi 
suffered: he was stabbed ip the night in his lent; and the 
geucial, perhaps the assassin, who ft)imd him welieiing in 
his blood, ascribed the blow, vvith%eneral applause, to the 
lance of St. Deiiictiius*. After several victoiies, the pru- 

I be church of ll\b patron of ’rbe^>salonica was served by the canon? 
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deiiice of M^fjr ^ohtd&d m ^iHouri^^ 
cessdf of die tjraiil, idid with the Greek pdtiee? 

Epirus. If heceded' 9<ja|e doubtful MiniW> «n 
was reserv4d forhimserf ehd Jbts feudatori^ ; and i ^ 
wiiich las^d ^ly ten afforded a s^ori inter^kl of j|ro^ 
perity and pUa^ Eat jihowe the narrow poljcy of Baldwin att^ 
Booifaceyehe freely ent|{tited totheGreieks the ih^at important , 
offices of the state and atiiky f^and this 4ibere(^^tf^i^ent 
and practtce> was the more aj^tsonable^ as^ti|||^^po^:Kice 

the 


• and Epirus bad already leWfted to se^ue^V^tid etnplo; 
mercenary valour of the Latins* It was th4 ai^ ,af , 

^ to unite and reward his des^rving^ subjects/'"* " 
and lat|guage t but be appeared»less solicit^)^ 
the impracticable union hf the two churches^ Pilii^h^y J||l^ 
pope’s legate, who acted as the sovereign of C6nf^tantmo|»l^|^ 
had interdicted th^Worsbip of tt\e Greeks, and sternly im- 
posed the payment of tithes, the double procession of the 
ttoly Ghost, and a bliiid^fedience to the Homan pontiff. 
As the weaker party, theyproaM^the duties of conscienc^ 
and implored the rights o|' toleration ; bodies,” tlifey 

said, are Cassar’s, but ouf sOuls beloti|(jp\}nly to God.” The 
persecution was checked by the fiiferrCss of the emperor*; 
and if we can believe that the same prince was poimih^d by 
the Greeks themselves, we ‘must entertain c<?lEiteniptible 
idea of the sense and gratitude of mankind , His valour wjas 
a vuluar attribute, which he shared with ten tbpus^d knights ; 
but Henry possessed the superioi* courage to oppose, in a 
K superstitious age, the pride and Hvhricse pf the dleifgy. In 
^ the cathedral of St. Sophia be "f resumed to place his throve 
bn the right-hand of the patriarch; and thi^j pjresmnptioii 
excited the sharpest censure of pope Innoe^nt ^e third. *jBy 
a salutary edict, one of the first lawi^ pf 

mortmain, he prohibited the alienation of Hm; poaay 
Latins, desirous of returnipg to Europe, reigned their efW*^*^* 
to the chuixh for ^spiritual or|femp6ml reward ; the^^|j|y 
lands were immediate^ discharged from military serVlci^ 

of the holy sepidcbre* and eont^oed a dti^iuc Wbkb 

daily and stupendous miracles (Ddcitige, fitt. ii. 4.). 

.^ippolita (c. oWerves the persecudobldf the legate, an^ dka 
ioleiatidn of Henry d» he calls him), xxwa^ 
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and a colony of scddiers Irould have been gradually trans- 
formed into a college of priests*. 

The virtuous Henry died at Thessalonica, in the defence 
of that kingdom, and of an infant, the son of his friend 
Boniface. In the two first emperors of Constantinople, the 
male line of the counts of Flanders was extinct. But their 
sister Yolande was the wife of a French prince, the mother 
of a numerous progeny ; and one of her daughters had mar- 
lied Andrew king of Hungaiy,^ brave and pious champion 
of the cioss. By seating him on the Byzantine throne, the 
barons of Romania would have acquired the forces of a 
neighbouring and warlike kingdom ; but the prudenl An-, 
drew revered the laws of succession; and the princess Yo- 
lande, with her husband Peter of Courtenay, count of 
Anxerre, was invited by the Latins to assume the empire of 
the East. The royal biith of his father, the noble origin 
of his mother, recommended to the barons of France the 
first cousin of their king. His reputation was fair, his pos- 
sessions were ample, and, in the bloody crusade against the 
Albigeois, the soldiers and the priests had been abundantly 
satisfied of his zeal and valour. Vanity might applaud the 
elevation of a French emperor of Constantinople; but psu- 
dence must pity, rather than envy, his treacherous and 
imaginary greatness. To assert and adorn his title, he was 
reduced to sell or mortgage the best of his patrimony. By 
tliese expedients, the liberality of his royal kinsman Philip 
Augustus, and the national spirit of chivalry, he was enabled^ 
to pass the Alps at the head gf one hundred and forty knights/ 
and five thousand five hundred seijeants and archers. After 
some hesitation, pope Honoiius the third was persuaded to 
Crown the successor of Constantine; but he performed the 
ceremony*in a church without the walls, lest he should seem 
to imply or to bestow any right of sovereignty over the 
ancient capital of the empire. Thg Venetians bad engaged 
to transport Peter and his forces beyond tlie Adriatic, and 

* See the reign of Henry, fa Ducange (FIist.de C. P. 1. i. c. 85— 4J. 

I. It. c. 1— 22 ), Who is mwch indebted to the Epistles of the l^pes. Le 
pcau (Flisi. du Bas Empire, tom. xxi. p, 120—122.) has found, perhaps 
«s Doutreman, some Jaws of Henry, whick determined the service* of 
feLls, and, the prerogatives of the emperor. 
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lIjQ, :empr£ss», with her four hlildren, to the | 
palace; but they required, as tlie price of their seWw^ji'^at 
he should recover Dura^zo from the despot of Epifdi^V ; 
ohael Angelas, or Comnenas, the fii'st of his ciyni|$tyi;!^hh4 
bequeathed tlie* succes^on of his power and anibition ^ 
Theodore, his jegitimate brother, who already threatene<| 
and invaded the establishments of the Latins. Af^er dis- 
chp^jpg^is debt by a fruitless assault, the emperor raised 
the sriege to prosecute a long and perilous journeyr over land 
•trom Diirazzo.to Thessajonifea. He was soon lost in the 
mountains of Epirus: the passes were fortided ; his provi- 
^sions exhausted ; he was delayed and deceived by a treach- 
erous negociation; and, after Peter of Courtenay and the 
Homan legate had been arrested in a banquet, the French 
tiuops, without leadfiis or hopes, were eager to exchange 
their arms for^ the delusive promise of mercy and bread* 
The Vatican thundered; and the impious Theodore was 
threatened with the vengeance of earth and heaven ; but 
tlie captive empei;or and his soldiers were forgotten, and the 
reproaches of tlie pope are confined to the imprisonment ot 
hi's legate. No sooner w^as he satisfied by the deliverance of 
the priest and a promise of spiritual obedience, than he 
pardoned and protected the despot of Epirus. His peremp- 
tory comi|jands suspended the ardour of the Venetians and 
the king of Hungary ; and it was only by a natpral or un- 
timely death • that Peter of Courtenay was ^released from 

his hopeless captivity t* 

\ The long ignorance of his fatCj and the presence of tha, 
^awful sovereign,- of Yolande, his wife or widow, delayed 
the proclamation of a new era^ror* Before her death, and 
in the midst of her grief, she .^s delivered of a son, who 
was named Baldwin, the last a|d most. unfortunate of the 
Latin princes of Constantinople, birth endeared him 

* Acropdlita (c. 14.) affirms, thlt^ Reter of Courtenay died by the 
awo5d (t^yov I but fiom Iws daiJc ex|)rei»i6ns, I should 

conclude a previous captivity, tsrapyTeej Jf«r/x4?r«f touitoh avf 
rKtvf(Ti, 'rbeiChiotiicie of Auxerre delays the emf>i?rors uii 

year 1219) and A«xerre is m the neigldjour hood of Courtenay. , 

t See the reign and death of Peter of Courlenay(ao Ducange (tlhh 
de C. p. 1 . it. €^*22 — 2S.), who feebly strives toexenit the neglect of the 
emperor by Honorius lU. * , 
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w the barons of RotnatttAf but ^is childhbod havd 

j^rolohged th^ troubles of a tninority, arid his claitns were 
superseded by tile elder claims of his brethren. The first of 
these, Philip of Courtenay^ who derived from his mother 
the inheritance of Namur, had the wisdom to prefer the 
substance of marquisate to the shadow of an en>pire 4 and 
on his refusal, Robert, the second of the sons cjf Peter and 
Yojande, was called to the throne ‘of Constantinople. 
Warned by his father's mischance, he pursued his slow and 
secure journey through Germany and along the Danube: a 
passage was opened by his sister*$ marriage with the king of 
Hungary; and the emperor Robert was crowmed by the 
patriarch in the cathecjyal of 8t. Sophia. But his reign was 
an sera of Calamity and disgrace; and the colony, as it was 
styled, of New France yielded on all sides to the Greeks 
of Nice and Epirus, After a victory, which he owed to his 
peifidy rather than his courage, Theodore' An gehss entered 
the kingdom of Thessalonica, expelled .the feeble Deme** 
trius, the son of the marquis Boniface, erected his standard 
on the walls of Adrianople; and added, by his vanity, a 
thiid or fourth name, to the list of rival emperors. The 
relics of the Asiatic province were swept away by John 
Vataces, the son-in-law and successor of Theodore Lascaris, 
and who, in a triumphant reign of thirty-three years, dis* 
played the virtues both of peace and war. Under his disci- 
pline the swords of the French mercenaries were the most 
effectual instrument of his conquests, and their desertion 
iVom the service of their country was at once a symptom and 
a cause of the rising ascendant of the Greeks, By the con-^ 
structron of a fleet, he obtained the command of the Hel- 
lespont, reduced the islands-^of Lesbos and Rhodes, attacked 
the Venetians of Candia, and intercepted the rare and par- 
simonious succours of the West. Once, and once only, the 
liUtln emperor sent an army ^against Vataces} and in the 
defeat of th|it army, the veteran knights, the last of the 
original conquerors, were left on the field of battle. But 
the success of a foreign enemy w’as less painful to the pusil«. 
lanimous Robert than the insolence of his Latin subjects, 
who confounded the weakness of the emperor and of the 
empire. Uis personal misfortunes will prove the anarchy of 



' ^«.THE »OJKA» 

t1i« gOTernmeotrand the fecojSilasBess of the tw^*, ,T|m 
siinm^QUs y«Quili5li4d negli^ted bis Greek bride, 
of Veteecs, lo introduce mta the pidace o beautiful muid^ 
of a |>rLvate, though noble, family of Artois; mi bf« 
mother Imd been tempted by the lustre of the purple to 
forfeit her engagemenfs with a geiideaian of Burgundy^ 
His love was converted into ragej be assembled his friendsj^ 
forced the paiaG| gates, threw the mother into the sea, 
and inhumanly cut off the nose and lips of the wife or 
• cubine of the empenor. Instead of punishing the offender, 
the barons avowed and applauded the savage deed^, which, 
^ as a prince and as a man, it was irapossibie that Baldwin 
should forgive. He escaped from the guiky oity to implore 
the justice or compassion of the pope; the emperor was 
coolly exhorted to return to his station; before be could 
obeyt he sunk under the weight of grief, shame, and im« 
potent msentmentf. 

It was only in the age of chivalry, that valour couJd 
ascend from a private station to the thrones of Jerusalem 
and Constantinople. The titular kingdom of Jerusalem had 
devolved to Mary, the daughter of Isabella and Conrad of 
Montferrat, and the grand-daughter of Aloieric or Amaury. 
She was given to John of Brienne, of a noble family ia 
Champagne, by the public voice, and the judgment of 
Philip Augustus, who named him as the most wortliy chani- 
pion ol the Holy Land J. In the fifth crusade, he led an 
hundred thousand Latins to the conquest of Egypt; by him 
the siege of Damietta was aU'bieved; ar\d the subaequent 
failure was justly ascribed to the pride and avarice of the 
legate. After the marriage of his daughter with Frecleric 
the second he was provoked by the emperor’s iogratltudo 

ft 

* Marinws Sanutts^ (Sccreta Fidejium Crucis, h p. 4. c. 18, p. 7$.) ii) 
so much delighted with this bloody deed, that he has transcribed it in his 
margin as a bonum exemplum. '^'et he acknowledges the damsel for the 
lawitil wife of Robert. 

•i" Sec the reign of Robert, in Ducange (Hist, de C. P. 1. iii* c. t-» 

S2.). , , 

. } Rex igitur Francifc, deliberatione habits res{)ondit uantili, aedatofltnsk 
homiuem Syrhe partibus afptuini in armia probmn fpreusc^, in beUisse- 
curum, in agnail pro vidum, Jobannem comitemi Brennensem. SaanU 
Seciret. Fidehum, I. iii. p. xi. c. 4t p. 205, Matthew Paris, p. 

§ CiaiHimie (Istorla Civile, tom. ti. h xvi. p. discusses Xh<p 
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t|S^; iiccepl the eomraand oi the army of the cburoh; and 
though ad VAticed in life and despoUed of roWty, thesvrord 
and spirit of John of Brienhe still ready fer the service 
of Christendom. In the seyen years of his brother’s reign^ 
Baldwin of ^Courtenay bad hPbt em<^rged from a state of 
childhood, and the barons of Roinania fell the strong ne- 
cessity of phiping the sceptre m tlie hands of a man and ant 
hero. The veteran king of Jerusalem noigbt have disdained 
the name and office of regent; they agreed to invest him 
for bis life with the title and prerogatives of emperor, on 
the sole condition, that Baldwin should marry his second 
daughter, and succeed at* a mature age to the throne of 
Constantinople. The expectation, both of the Greeks and 
Latins, was kindled by the renown, the choice, and the 
presence of John of Brieaue: and they admired his, martial 
aspect, his green and vigorous age of more than fourscore 
years, and his size and stature, which surpassed the com- 
inon measure of mankind*. But avarice, and the love of 
ease, appeared to have chilled the ardour of enterprise: 
bis troops were disbanded, and two j’ears rolled away with- 
out action or honour, till he was awakened by the dangerous 
alliance of Vataces emperor of Nice, and of Azan king of 
Bulgaria. They besieged Constantinople by sea and land, 
with an army of one hundred thousand men, and a fleet of 
three hundred ships of war; while the entire force of the 
Latin emperor was reduced to one hundred and sixty 
knights, and a small addition of serjeants and archers. I 
tremble to relate, that, instead of defending the city, the 
hero made a sally at the head of his .cavalry; and that of 
^ forty^eight squadrons of the enemy, no more than three 
escaped from the edge of his invincible sword. Fired by 
his example^ the infantry and the citizens boarded the vessels 
that anchored close to the walls; and twenty-five weie 
dragged in triumph into the harbour of Constantinople. 
At the summons 'of the emperor, the vassals and allies 

marriage of Frederic IT, with the daughter of John of Brienne, and the 
double union of the^Uwns pf Naples and Jerusalem. 

• Acremolita, c. 27. " The historian was at that time a hoy* and- edu- 
cated at Constantinople. In 12S3, when he was eleven years old, his 
father broke the Latin chain, left a splendid fortune, and escaped to. the 
Greek court of Nice, where his son was raised to the highest bohouis. 
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imied in her defence; broke Through every dh^l^cle thai 
opposed their passage; and, in the succeeding yei^ bh- 
taitied a second victory over the same enemils. By the'rude 
poets of the age, John of Briedne is compared to HectOfi 
Boland, and Judas Machabseus^: but their credit, and Wi 
glory, receives some abatements!#^ from the silence of the 
Greeks. The empire was soori deprived of the last of her 
champions ; and the dying monarch was ambitious to enter 
paradise in the lidbil of a Franciscan fiiarf. 

In the double victory of John, of Brienne, I cannot dis- 
cover the name or exploits of his pupil Baldwin v who had 
attained the age of military service, and who succeeded to 
the Imperial dignity on the decease of his adopted father 
The royal youth was employed on a commission more suit- 
able to his temper; he was sent to visit the Western courts, 
of the pope more especially, and of the king of France; 
to excite their pity by the view of his innocence and distress; 
and to obtain some supplies of men or money for the 
relief of the sinking empire. He thrice repeated these 
mendicant visits, in which' he seemed to prolong his stay, 
and postpone his return; of the five-and-twenty years of 
his reign, a greater number were spent abroad than at 
home ; and in no place did the emperor deem himself less 
free and secure than in* his native country and his capital. 
On some public occasions, his vanity might be soothed by 
the title of Augustus, and by the honours of the purple ; 
and at the general council of Lyons, when Frederic the 
second was excommunicated and deposed, his Oriental col- 

, f 

* Philip Mousfces, bishop of Tournay (A.D. 1'274— 1282), has com- 
posed a poem, or rather a string <|f verses, in bad old Flemish French, on 
the Latin emperors of Constantinople, which Ducange has published at 
4he end of Villehardouin; see p. 224. for the prowess of Jolfti of Brienne. 

N’Aic, Ector, Roll* ne Ogiers 
• Ke Judas Machabeus li siers 
Tant ne fit d'armes eii estors 
Com fist li Rois Jehans cel jors 

• Et il defors et il dedans 

J>a paru sa force et ses sens 
Et li bardiment qu'il avoit. 

t Scethewsign of John de Brienne, in Dncange, Hist. deC. P. 1, iii. 
c. 13—20. 

t *Sce the reign of BalwinIL till bis expulsion from Constantinople, in 
Pucange, Hist, de C. F. i. iv. c. the end 1. v. c. 
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lei^gu^ was mthwnei on tm Tight hand of tha }>ope. 
how plit^ii wastbeexile^ the vacant, the Itn penal beggar^ 
htiinbled with ijeorn^ insulted with pity, and degraded in 
his own eyes and^jfcl^e of liie natioab ? In bis first Visit to 
En^and, ho was stopped at ^ver, by a severe repijimdnd^ 
that he ihoold presume, without leaye, to enter an indepen- 
d^t kingdom. After some. delay, Baldwin however was 
permhted to pOrsue his journey, was entertained with cold 
civility, and thankfully departed with a present of seven 
hundred marks’*^. From the avarice of Rome, he could ‘ 
Oiily obtain the proclamation of a crusade, and a treasure 
of indulgences; a coin, whose currency was depreciated by ^ 
too frequent and indiscriminate abuse* His birth and mis* 
fortunes recommended him to the generosity of his cousin 
Lewis the ninth ; but the martial zeal of the saint was 
diverted from Constantinople to Egypt and Palestine; and 
the public and private poverty of Baldwin was alleviated, 
fora moment, by the alienation of the mavcjuisate of Na* 
mur and the lordship of Courtenay, tlie last remains of his 
inheritance f. By such shainrfal or ruinous expedients, he 
once more returned to Romania, with an armj^ of thirty 
thousand soldiers, whose numbers were doubled in the ap- 
prehension of the Greeks. His first dispatches to France 
and England announced his victorias and his hopes: he had 
xedjuced the country round the capital to the distance of 
three days journey; and if he succeeded against an impor- 
tant, though nameless, city (moat probably Chiorli), the 
frontier would be safe and the passage accessible. But these 
expectations (if Baldwin was sincere) quickly vanished like 
a dream; the troops and treasures of France melted away in 
bis unskilful hands; and the of the Latin emperor 

was proteoted by a dislmnohrable alliance with the Turks 

* Matthew Paris relates the two visits of Baldwin IT. «to the E»gli^ 
conart, p. 396 . 637* : his return to Greece anaatfi. maniL p. hI 07. his let- 
ters of his nomen forinidabtle, &c. p. 481. (a passage , which bid escaped^ 
Dacange): his expulsioit* p. 850*^ / ^ 

t Xiouis IX* disapproved and stopped ffie aUeua^ of Courtenay (Du- 
cange, 1, iv. c. 23.). It is now annexed to the royal demesne hut granted 
lor a term to the frmily oCJBonkOiviJSiers. Cotipenay,* in'the 

elMioit of Nemours in the Isle ae FntnOe, h a town 6# ihiiabitamtv 
with the remains of a owtk (Mebngea tW diune 
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and Comans. To secure the forii|er, he consented to bestow 
his niece on the^ unbelieving sultan of Cogni; to pjea^ the 
latter, he complied with their Pagan rites; a dog wasiacri- 
ficed between the two armies; and the contracting parties 
tasted each other's blood, as a , pledge of their fidelity In 
the palace or prison of Constantinople, the successor of 
Augustus demolished the vacant houses for winteii-fuel, and 
stripped the. lead fiom the churches for tlie daily ex pence 
of his family. Some usurious loans were dealt with a scanty 
hand by the merchants of Italy; and Philip, his son and 
heir, was pawned at Venice as llie security for a debty. 
Thirst, hunger, and nakedness, are positive evils; but 
Hveallh IS relative; and a prince, who would be rich in a 
private station, irwiy be exposed by the encrease of his w^aiits 
to all the anxiety and bittei|ies8 of poverty. 

But in this abject distress, the emperor and empire vver^ 
still possessed of an ideal treasure, which drew its fantastic 
value from the superstition of the Christian world. The 
merit of the true cross ivas somewhat impaired by its frequent 
division ; and a long captivity among the infidels migjit shed 
some suspicion on the fragments that were produced in the 
East and West. Bu^; another relic of the Passion was 
preserved in the Imperial chapel of Constantinople; and 
the 4 Jrown of thorns which had been placed on the head of 
Christ was equally precious and authentic. It had formerly 
been the practice of the Egyptian debtors to deposit, as a 
security, the mummies of their parents; and both their 
honour and religion weie bound for the redemption of the 
pledge. In the same manner, and m the absence of the 
emperor, the barems of Romania borrowed the sum of- thir- 
teen thousand one hundred and thirty-four pieces of gold^J:, 
on the credit of the holy^ crown; they failed in the pefform- 
auce of their contract; and a neb Venetian, ‘Nicholas 

Joinville, ff. 104. edit, du Loiivte* A Coman piince, who dit^d 
H'ithout baptism, buried at the gates of Constantinople with a live le- 
tiiiu^ of slaves and horses, 

t Sanut. Secret. Fidel. Crucis, 1. li. p. iv. c. 18. p. 73. 

1 Under the wonh'Perparus, PerpeM, ff^perperum, Dnraiige is short 
ana vague: Moneta? genus. From a corrupt passage ef Guntherus (Hist, 
C. P. c. 8, p. 10.), 1 guess, that the Pefpfera was tlie inimnfus aureus, the 
fourth part of a mark of silver, or about ten shillings sterling in value'. 
In Itacf, it would be too contemptible. 

VoL. VIII. 2N 
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Qwerini, undertook to sa|s%’ tbeir impatient creditors^ on 
condition that the relic should be lodged at Venice, to be- 
come his absolute property, if it were not redeemed within a 
short and definite term, The barons apprised tlieir sovereign 
of the hard treaty and impending loss; and as the empire 
could not afford a ransom of seven thousand pounds sterling, 
Baldwin was anxious to snatch the prize from the Venetians, 
and to vest it with more honour and emolument in the hands 
of the most Christiah king*. Yet the negociation was 
attendjCd with some delicacy. In the purchase of relics, the 
saint would have started at the guilt of simony; but if the 
mode of expression were changed, he might lawfully re-paj^ 
the debt, accept the gift, and acknovvledge the obligation. 
His ambassadors, two Dominicans, were dispatched to Ve- 
nice, to redeem and receive the holy crown, which had 
escaped the dangers of the sea and the gallies of Vataces. 
On opening a wooden box, they recognised the seals of the 
doge and barons, which were applied on a shrine of silver : 
and within this shrine, the monument of the Passion was 
inclosed in a gulden vase. The reluctant Venetians yielded 
to justice and power : the emperor Frederic granted a free 
and honourable passage ; the court of France advanced as 
far as Troyes in Champagne, to meet with devotion this 
inestimable relic ; it was borne in triumph through Paris by 
die king himself, barefoot, and in his shirt; and a free gift 
of ten thousand marks of silver reconciled Baldwin to his 
loss. The success of this transaction tempted the Latin 
emperor. to offer with ^the same generosity the remaining'* 
furniture of his chapel f ; a large and authentic portion of 
the true cross : the baby-linen of the Son of God ; the lance, 
th^ spunge, and the chain, of his Passion; the rod of 
Moses, and part of the skull of St. John the baptist. For 
the reception of theSe spiritual treasures, twenty thousand 
marks were expended by St. Louis on a stately foundation, 

• For the translation of the holy crown, &c. from Constantinople to 
Paris, see Ducange (Hist, dc C. P. 1. iv. c. 11 — 14. 24. 35.) and Fleury 
^ (Hist. Eccles. tom. xvii. p. 201 — 204.). 

t Melanges tires d’une grande Bjbliotheque, tom. xliii. p. 201—- ^05*. 
The Lu trill of Boiieaii exhibits the inside, the soul and manners of the 
Smnte Ckapeile ; and many facts relative to the institution at e collected 
and explained by his commentators, Brossette and de St. Marc. 
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the holy chapel of JRaris, on whk|j the mme f f .®oi|ea« has 
bestowed a comic immortality, :*rhe truth of sijoh ^e|»poie 
and ancient relics, which cannot he proved by any hnutlil 
testimony, must be adntitted by those who believe in thA 
miracles which they have performed. About the middle of 
the last age, an inveterate ulcer was touched and cured by 
an holy prickle of the holy crown * : the prodigy is attested 
by the most pious and enlightened Christians of France; 
nor will the fact be e'icily disproved, except by those who 
are armed w ith a general antidote gainst religious cre- 
dulity f, ' . 

The Latins of Constantinople J were on all sides encom- 
passed and pressed : their sole hope, the last delay of their 
ruin, was in the division of their Greek and Bulgarian ene- 
mies; and of this hope they were deprived by the superior 
arms and policy of Vataces emperor of Nice. From the 
Propontis to the rocky coast of Pamphylia, Asia was peaceful 
and prosperous under his reign : and the events of every 
campaign extended his influence in Europe. The strong 
cities of the hills of Macedonia and Thrace^ were rescued 
from the Bulgarians; and their kingdom was circumscribed 
by its present and proper limits, along the southern banks 
of the Danube. The sole emperor of the Romans could no 
longer brook that a lord of Epirus, a Comnenian prince of 
the West, should presume to dispute or share the honours of 
the purple; and the humble Demetrius changed the colour 
of his buskins, and accepted with gratitude the appellation 
of despot. His own subjects were exasperated by his base- 

* It was performed’ A. D. l656, March 24, pn the niece of Pascal; and 
that superior genius, with Arnauld, Nicole, &:c. were on the spot to 
believe and attest a miracle which confounded the Jesuits, and s?ived Port 
Royal (Oeuvres de Racine, tom. vi. p. 176 — 187, in his eloquent History 
of Port Royal). • 

t VJoitaire (Siecle de Louis XIV. c. 37. Oeuvres, tom. ix. p. 178, 179.) 
stnves to invadidate the fact: but Hume (Essays, vol. ii. p. 4B3, 48 k), 
with more skill*and success, seizes the battery, and turns the cannon 
against his enemies. 

X The gradual losses of the Latins may be traced in the third, fourth, and 
fifth books of the compilation of Ducange: but of ^the Greek conquests 
he has dropped many circumstances, which may be* recovered from the 
large history of George Acropolita, and the three fii^st books of Nicepho- 
rus Gregoras, two writers of the Byzantine series, who have had the good 
fortune to meet with learned editors, Leo Allatius at Rome, and John 
Boivin’in the Academy of Inscriptions of Paris. 

^2 N 2 
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riljss and in<?apacity: thejjftrtplordd the pi^^clion of their 
^preme lord. After some resistailce, the kingdom of Thessa- 
Jonicawas iiniled to the empire of Nice j and Vataces reigned 
i^ithoul a competitor from the Turkish borders to tlie Adri- 
atic gulf. The princes of Europe revered his merit and 
power; and had he subscribed an orthodox creed, it should 
seem that the pope would have abandoned without reluct- 
ance the Latin throne of Constantinople. But the death of 
Vataces, the short and busy reign of Theodore his soft, and 
the helpless infancy oj his grandson John, suspended the 
re8ior|ition of the Greeks In the next chapter I shall ex- 
plain their domestic revolutions {•in this place, it will be 
sufficient to observe, that the young prince was oppressed by 
the ambition of his guardian, and colleague Mieliael Pa}a30- 
logus, who displayed the virtues arvd vic^es that belong to the 
founder of a new dynasty. The empCror Baldwin had flat- 
tered himself, that he might recover some provinces or 
cities by an impotent negoci’ation. His ambassadors were 
dismissed fiom Nice with mockery and contempt. At every 
place which they named, Pal^ologus alleged some special 
reason, which rendered it dear and valuable in his eyes: in 
the one he was born; in another he had been first promoted 
to military command ; aftd in a third he had enjoyed, and 
hoped long to enjoy, the pleasures of the chace. And 
** what then do you purpose to give us V* said the astonished 
deputies. Nothing,” replied the Greek, not a fool of 
land. If your master be desirous of peace, let him pay 
me as an annual tribute, the sum which he receives from 
the trade and customs of Constantinople. On these terms, 
I may allow him to reign. If he refuses, it is w'ar. I am 
not ignorant of the ait of war, and I trust the event to 
God and my sword An expedition against the despot 
of Epirus was the first prelude of his arms. If a victory 
was followed by a defeat ; if the race of the Comneni or 
Angeli survived in those mountains his efforts and his reign ; 
the captivity of Villehardouin, prince of Achaia, deprived the 
Latins of the most active and powerful vassal of their expir- 
ing monarchy. Tlie republics of Venice and Genoa disputed, 


George Acropolita, c. 78. p. 8p, 90. edit, Paris. 
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in the of their naval vrarsf |he codiaJand of the 
the commerce of the East. Pride and interest altathed the 
Venetians to the defence of Canstantinople : their ri^ls 
were tempted to promote the designs of her enemies, fil’d 
the alliance of the Genoese with the schismatic conqoeror 
provoked the indignation of the Latin church’**', 

latent on this great object, the emperor Michael visited 
in person and strengthened the troops and fortifications in 
Thrace. The remains of the Latins were driven from their 
last possessions: he assaulted without success the suburb of 
Galata; and corresponded with a perfidious baron, who 
proved unwilling, or unable, to open the gates of the me- 
tropolis. The next spring, his favourite general, Alexius 
Strategopulus, whom he had decorated with the title of 
Caesar> passed the Hellespont with eight hundred horse and 
some infantry on a secret expedition. His instruclions 
enjoined him to approach, to listen, to watch, but not to 
risk a^y doubtful or dangerous enterprise against the city. 
The adjacent teriitoi^ between the Propontis and the Bbck 
Sea, was cultivated by an hardy race of pc asiints and outlaws, 
exercised in arms, uncertain in their allegiance, but inclined 
by language, religion, and present advantage, to the parly 
of the Gieeks. They were styled the vo/anhers and by 
their free service, the army of Alexius, with the legulars of 
Thrace and the Cornan auxiliaries was augmented to the 
number of five-and-twenty-thousand men. By the ardour 
of the volunteers, and by his own ambition, tlie Cassaf was 

The Greeks, ashamed of an)^ foreign aid, disguise the alliance and 
succour of the Genoese j but the fact is proved by the testimony of J. 
Villaoi (Chron. 1. vi. c. 71. in Muiatori, Script. Rerum ltalirarum> torn, 
xm. p. 202, 20d ) and \V illiani de Nangis ^Annales de St. p. 24S. 

in the Louvre Joinville), two impartial foreigners J and Urban IV, tin eat* 
cried to deprive Genoa of her aichbishop. 

t Some precautitnis must be used in reconciling the discordanit num- 
bers; the 800 sol<liersof Nicetas, the 2.!>,000 of Spandugino (4))utl Du- 
c'uige, 1. vt c. 24.) j the Gieeks and Scythians of Aciopolpa; and 
the numeious army of Michael, in the Epistles of Pope Libau XV. (u 
129.). 

J 0{\y)jbt»T£Kptoi* I’hey aie described and named Pachyxner (L it. c. 
14.). f 

§ (t is needless to se^k these Coroan.'; in the dc.serts of TartaVy, or 
even of M(»ldav'ia. A pai t of the hord had submitted to John Vatares,. and 
was pmbably settled as a nuisery of soldieis on some waste lands of 'Fhracc 
(Cantacuzen, 1. i. c. 2.). 
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stimiilatecl to disobey the pr^Hse or^ei^ of his master^ in the 
just confidence that success whould plead his pardonf apd 
reward. The weakness of Constantinople,, and the distress 
and terror of the Latins, were familiar to the observation of 
the volunteers: and they represented the present .moment as 
the most propitious to surprise the conquest. A rash youth, 
the new governor of the Venetian colony, had sailed away 
with thirty gallies, and the best of the French knights, on 
a wild Expedition to Daphnusia, a town on the Black Sea, 
at the distance of forty leagues; and the remaining Latins 
were without strength or suspicion. They were informed 
that Alexius had passed the Hellespont ; but their apprehen- 
sions were lulled by the smallness of his original numbers; 
and their imprudence had not watched the subsequent in- 
crease of his army. If he left his main body to second and 
support his operations, he might advance unperceived in the 
night with a chosen detachment. While some applied scal- 
ing ladders to the lowest part of the walls, they were secure' 
of an old Greek, who would introduce their companions 
through a subterraneous passage into his house; they could 
soon on the inside break an entrance through the golden 
gate, which Jiad been long obstructed ; and the conqueror 
would be in the heart of the city, before the Latins were 
conscious of their danger. After some debate, the Caesar 
resigned himself to the faith of the volunteers ; they were 
trusty, bold, and successful; and in desciibing the plan, I 
have akeady related the execution and success*. But no 
sooner'had Alexius passed the threshold of the golden gate, 
than he trembled at his own rashness; he paused, he delibe- 
rated; till the desperate Volunteers urged him forwards, by 
the assurance that in retreat lay tiie greatest and most in- 
evitable danger. Whilst the Csesar kept his regiilais in firm 
array, the Comans dispersed themselves on all sides; an • 
alaim was sounded, and the thieats of fire and pillage com- 
pelled the citizens to a decisive resolution. The Gieeks 
of Constantinople lemernbeied thcr native soveieigns; x\\e 


* The loss of Constantinople is biiefly told by the Latins: the conquest 
is described with more satisfaction hv the Greeks ;^bv Acropolita 
rachymer (1. ii. c. 26, 27.)» ^iicephorus Gic^oias (I. iv. c. 1, 2 ). See 
Ducange Hist, de C. P. i. v. c, 19—27. 
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Genoese merchants their rec^iHi alliance aitd Venethui foes; 
every qiiai:ter was in. arms; and the air resounded with a 
general acclamation, Long life and victory to Michael and 

John, the august emperors of the Romans!” Their rival, 
Baldwin, was awakened by the sound ; but the most pressing 
danger could not prompt him <16 draw his sword in the de- 
fence of a city which he deserted, perhaps, with more plea- 
sure than regret:, he fled from the .palace to the sea-shorci. 
where he descried iht welcome sails of the fleet returning 
from the vain and fruitless attempt on tJaphnusia* Constan- 
tinople was irrecoverably lost^ but the Latin emperor and 
the principal families embarked on board the Venetian 
gallies, and steered for the Isle of Euboea, and afterwards 
for Italy, where the royal fugitive was entertained by the 
pope and Sicilian king with a mixture of contempt and pity- 
From the loss of Constantinople to his death he consumed 
thirteen years, soliciting the Catholic powers to join in his 
restoration : the lesson liad been familiar to his youth ; nor 
was his last exile more indigent or shameful than his three 
former pilgrimages to the courts of Europe. His son Philip 
was the heir of an ideal empire; and the' pretensions of his 
da^ughter Catherine were transported by her marriage to 
Charles of Valois, the brother of Philip the Fair king of 
France. The house of Courtenay was represented in the 
female line by successive alliances, till the title of emperor 
of Constantinople, too bulky and sonorous for a private 
name, modestly expired in silence and oblivion*. 

After this narrative of the expeditions of the Latins to 
Palestine and Constantinople, I cannot dismiss the subject 
without revolving the general consequences on the countries 
that were the scene, and on the nations that were the actois, 
of these memorable crusadesi-. As soon as the^rms of the 

* See the .three last books (I. v — vui.), and the genealogical tables of 
Ducange. In the year 1382, the titular emperor of Constantinople was 
James de Baux, duke of Andria in the kingdom of Naples, the son of 
Margaret, daughter of Catherine de Valois, daughter of Catherine, daugh- 
ter of Philip, son of Baldwin II. (Ducange, 1. vui. c, 37, 38.). It is uncer- 
tain whether he left any posterity. 

t Abulfcda, who saw the conclusion of the crusades, speaks of the king* 
doms of the Franks, and those of the Negroes, as equally unknown (Pro- 
legqm. ad Geograph.). Had he not disdained the Latin language, how 
easily might the Syrian prince have found books and luterpielers? 
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Fi^riw^€i^ withdi|iwii| ihtlmpimrcm, tjiotgii not tlie 
ujeanory, was^azed in the M^bometao rea^a of Egypt md 
Syria, Tho faittifal dkcipte of ihe prophet were never 
tempted bj||«t^,prapfaaae degife to study the laws or language 
of the 8 ; oof did the tgim pi icily of theijr prim’rtive 

maadfera^eteive the si fgh test alteration from their intercourse 
in piroe and #ar with the anknown strangers of the West. 
The Greeis% who thought themselves proud, but who were 
only vaiii^ shewed a disposition somewhat less inflexible. In 
the ^efforts for the rteverj of their empire, they emulated 
the valour, discipline, and tactics, of their antagonists. 
The modern literature of the West they might justly despise ; 
but its free apiiit would instrrici them in the rights of man; 
aiM sotoe institutions of public and private life were adopted 
from the French. The correspondence of Constantinople 
and Italy diffused the knowledge of the Latin tongue ; and 
several of the fathers and classics wdte at length 'honoured 
with a Greek version But the national and leligiolift^fa^- 
judices of the Orientals were. inflamed ||y persecution; and 
the reign of the Latins confirmed the separation of the two 
churches. 

If we compare, the sera of tbit ci usades, the Latins of 
Europe with the Greeks and Arabians, their respective de- 
gfees of knowledge, industry, and art, our rude ancestors 
must be content with the third rank in the scale of nations. 
Their successive ipiprovement and present superiority may 
be ascribed to a peculiar energy of character, to an active 
and imitative spirit, nnknown to their more polished rivals, 
who at that time were in a sttitionary or retrograde state. 
With such a dieposiiioiif the Latins should have derived the 
*mo»t early and essential benefits from a series of events 
which opened to their ey^s the prospect of the world, and 
introduced them to a long and frequent intercourse with the 
more cultivated regions of the East. ^ first and most 
obvious progress was in trade and ihanufactures, in th^ ;uts 

• A vhurt and superficial acemnt of these versions fn»m Latin into 
Greek, is pven by Huet (de Interprctatinne et de ciaris Interpretibus, p. 
IS i— 'Maxiaitis Pinnudes, a Monk of Constantit^opic (A. D.. 1 S 27 
— iS.'iS), has translated Ciesar s CornmeiiUiries, the Somiiiui^jS<£u>i<>nis, 
t \e MetamorjJhoScs and lieroides of Ovid, &c. (Fabric, Bib. 

X. p. 633.). 
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which are strongly prompted l)y the thirst of wealth, the 
calls of necessity, and the gratification of the sense or vanity. 
Among the crowd of unthinking fanatics, a captive or a 
pilgrim might sometimes observe the superior refinements of 
Cairo and Constantinople : the first importer of windmills'*^ 
was the benefactor of nations ; and if such blessings are en- 
joyed without any grateful lemembrance, history has con- 
descended to notice the more apparent luxuries of ,«ilk and 
sugar, which were transported into Italy from Greece and 
Egypt. But the intellectual wants of Latins were more 
slowly felt and supplied; the ardour of studious curiosity 
was awakened in Europe by different causes and more recent 
events; and, in the age of the crusades, they viewed with 
careless indifference the literature of the Greeks and Arabi- 
ans, Some rudiments of mathematical and medicinal know- 
le(|ge might be imparted in practice and in figures; necessity 
inigirt produce some interpreters for the grosser business of 
merchants and soldiers ; but the commerce of the Orientals 
had not diffused the study and knowledge of their languages 
in the schools of Europe f* If ^ similar principle of reli- 
gion repulsed the idiom of the Koran, it should have ex- 
cited their patience and curiositj- to understand the original 
text of the Gospel ; and the same grammar would have un- 
folded the sense of Plato and the beauties of Homer. Yet 
in a reign of sixty years, the Latins of Constantinople 
disdained the speech and learning of their subjects; and the 
manuscripts weie the only treasuies which the natives might 
enjoy without lapine or envy. Aristotle was indeed the 
oracle of the Western universities; but it was a barbarous 
Aristotle; and, instead of ascending the fountain head, his 
Latin votaries humbly accepted a corrupt and remote ver- 
sion from the Jews and Moots of Andalusia. The principle 
of the crusades was a savage fanaticism ; and the most 
important cfffects were analogous to the cause. Each pil- 

^Windmills, first invented in the dry country of Asia Minor, wcr» 
used in Normandy as early as the year I lOfc (Vie priveedes Fran 5 ois, tom 
i. p. 42, 43. Ducange, Gloss. Latin, tom. iv. p. 474.). 

t See the complaints of Roger Bacon (Biographia Britannica, vol. i. p. 
418. Kippis’s edition). If Bacon himself, or Gerbert, undeistood 
Greek, they were prodigies, and owed nothing to the commerce of ih^ 
East. t. 

Vol.VIIL eO ' 
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grim was ambitious to return with his sacred spoils^ the 
rfelics of Greece and Palestine^; and each relic was pre- 
ceded and followed by a train of miracles and visions. The 
belief of the Catholics^ was corrupted by new legends, their 
piactice by new’ superstitions; and the establishment of the 
inquisition, the mendicant orders of monks and friars, the 
last abuse of indulgences, arid the final progress of idolatry, 
flowed from the baleful fountain of the holy war. The 
active spirit of the^^Liitins picyed on the vitals of their leason 
and leligion : and iF the ninth and tenth centuries were the 
times of darkness, the tbiitccnth and fourteenth were the age 
of absuidity and fable. 

In the pjoFcssion of Christianity, in the cultivation of a 
Icitilc land, the norlhein conqueiors of t!ie Homan empire 
insensibly mingled with the provincials, and rekindled the 
embers of the aits of antiquity. Their settlements about 
the age of Chailemagne had acquired some degree of order 
and stability, when they w'eie overwhelmed by new swarms 
oF invaders, the Nounans, Saiacens j-, and Hungarians, who 
replunged the w'cstein coiintiies oF Euiope into tlicir foimci, 
state ot aiiaichy and baibarism. About the eleventh cen- 
tmy, the second tempest had subsided by the expulsion or 
conversion oF the enemies of Christendom : the tide of 
civilization, which had so long ebbed, began to flow with a 
steady and accelerated course; and a fairer prospect was 
o[)ened to the hopes and elforts of the rising generations. 
Gieat was the increase, and rapid the ])rogress, dining the 
two bundled years of the crusades; and some philosophers 
have applauded the pijjipitious influence of these bolv w'ars, 
which appear to me to have checked lalhci than foiw^arded 
tlie matmity ot Europe J. The lives and labours of mil- 
lions, winch w^cre buried lu the East, would have been more 

* Siicli w^as the opinion of the great Leibnitz rOeuvrjs de Fontenelle, 
tom. V. p. 458 ), a master of the history of the middle ages. I shall only 
instance the [redigrce of the Carmelites, and the flight ^f the house o'f 
Loretto, which vvrre both derived fiom Falestiiie. 

t If I rank the Saracens with the Barbarians, it is only relative to their 
wars, or rather inioads, in Italy and Fiance, where theif sole purpose was 
to plunder and destr oy. 

I On this interesting subject, the progress of society in Europe, a strong 
ray ot philosophic light has broke fu)m Scotland in our own times; and it 
IS wrili private, as well as jiublic icgaid, that I rf'peat th« names of Hunu, 
Robertson, and Adam Smith. 
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profitably employed in the itTjprovemei^t ihfiir native 
country: the accumulated stocfe of industry and wealth 
would have overflowed in navigation and trade; and th^ 
Latins would have been enriched ami enlightened by a pure 
and friendly correspondence with the cliiDatcs of the East. 
In one respect I can indeed perceive the accidental operation 
of the ciusades, 'not so much in producing a benefit as in 
removing an evil. The larger poi t ion of ihc inhabitants of 
Europe was chained* to the soil, wotliout fiecdom, or pio- 
peity, or knowledge; and the two oi(leisj)f ecclesiastics and 
nobles, whose numbers were compaiativ^y small, alone de- 
served the name of citizens and men. This oppres>i\e 
“ system was supported by the arts of the -clergy and the 
swords of the barons. The authority of the priests operated 
in the darker ages as a salutaiy antidote: they pievented 
the total extinction of letters, mitigated the fierceness of the 
times, sheltered the poor and dcl’encele.^s, and pieserved or 
revived the peace and ordei of ci\il society. But the inde- 
pendence, rapine, and di'-coid, of the feudal lords, were 
unmixed with any semblance of good; and evciy hope of 
industry and improvement was cruslied by the iron weight 
of the martial aristocracy. Among the causes that under- 
mined tluit Gothic e<lifico, a conspicuous place nuisl be 
allowed to the crusades. The estates of the baions were dis- 
sipated, and their lace was often €xtingui!>hed, m these 
costly and peiiloiis expeditions. Their povcity extoited 
from their pnde those chartcis of I’leedom which unlocked 
the fetters of the slave, secured the farm of the peasant and 
the shop of the artificer, and gradually restored a substance 
and a soul to the most numerous and useful part of the com- 
munity. The conflagration which dcstioycd the tail and 
barren trees of the forest, gave air and scoj)e to the vegeta- 
tion of the smaller and nutritive plants of tlie suih 


Digression on the Family of Courtenay. 

TH-E purple of three empeiors, who have reigned at 
Constantinople, will authorise or excuse a digression on the 

2 0 2 
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origin and singular fortune^s'of the house of Courtenay 
in the three principal branches, I. Of Edessa; II. Of 
France; and, III. Of England, of which the last only has 
survived the revolutions of eight hundred years. 

I, Before the introduction of trade, which scatters riches, 
and of knowledge, which dispels prejudice, the prerogative 
of birth is most strongly felt and nrost humbly acknow- 
ledged. In eveiy age, the laws and manners of the Germans 
have discriminated the ranks of society: the dukes and 
counts, who shared the empire of Charlemagne, converted 
their office to an inheritance; and to his children, each 
feudal lord bequeathed his honour and his sword. The 
proudest families are content to lose, in the darkness of the 
middle ages, the tree of their pedigree, which, however 
deep and lofty, must ultimately rise from a plebeian root ; 
and their historians must descend ten centuries below the 
Christian acra, before they can ascertain any lineal succes- 
sion by the evidence of surnames, of arms, and of authentic 
records. With the fiist rays of light 'we discern the 
nobility and opulence of Atho, a Fieuch knight: his nobi- 
lity, in the rank and title of a nameless father ; his opulence, 
in the foundation of the castle of Courtenay in the district 
of Gatinois, about fifty-six miles to the south of Paris. 
From llie reign of Robert, the son of Hugh Capet, the 
barons of Courtenay are conspicuous among the immediate 
vassals of the crowm; and Joscelm, the giandson of Atho 
and a noble daiuc, is enrolled among the heroes of the first 
crusade. A domestic alliance (their mothers v\*eie sisteis) 
attached him to tlic standard of Baldwin of Bruges, the 
second count of Edessa; a princely fief, which he was 
woithy to receive, and able to maintain, announces the 

* I have applied, but not ronfined, m 5 'self to A genealogical Historic 
oj' the nohlv and tlJustrioas Fanidt/ of Courtrnai/^ bn Ezra Cleaveland, 
f utor to Sir Courtenay ^ and Rector of fjomton ; Alxon. 1735. in 

Jalio, 'I'he first part is extracted from William of Tyre ; the second from 
Bouchet’s Fiench history; and the third from \arioiis memorials, public, 
provincial, and private, of the Courtenays of Devonshire. T he rcCior 
of Honiion has more gratitude than industry, and moie industry than 
criticism. 

t The primitive re<^rd of the family, is a pa^^sage of the continuator of 
Amioin, a monk of h'lcur\, who wrote in (he xiith century. See hi* 
( hromtie, in the ifivtonans of France 'tom. xi. p. *^70'.). 
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number of his martial followerf and after the departure of 
his cousin, Josceliii himself was invested with the county of 
Edessa on both sides of the Euphrates. By the oeconomy 
in peace, his territories were replenished witli Lati^r^ and 
Syrian subjects; his magazines with corn, wine, and oil; 
his castles with gold and silver, with arm$ and hoises. In a 
holy waifare of thiily years, he was alternately a conqueror 
and a captive; but he died like a soldier, in an horse-lilter 
at the head of his troops; and his last glance beheld the 
flight of the Tuikish invaders who had presumed on liis age 
and infirmities. His son and successor, of the same uaUie, 
Avas less deficient in valour than in vigilance; but he some- 
times forgot that dominion is acquired and iruiintained by 
the same arts. He challenged the hostility of the Turks, 
without secuiing the friendship of the piince of Antioch; 
and, amidst the peaceful luxuiy of Tuibessel, in Syria 
Joscelin neglected the defence of the Clnistian frontier be- 
yond the Euphiates. fn his absence, Zenghi, the first of 
the Arabeks, besieged and stormed his capital, Edessa, 
which was feebly defended by a timoioiis and disloyal ciowd 
of Orientals; the Franks were oppiesscd in a bold attempt 
for Its recoveiy ; and Courtenay ended his days in tlie prison 
of Aleppo. He still left a fan and ample patrimony. But 
the victoiiouB Turks oppressed on all sides the weakness of a 
widow and orphan; and, for the equivalent of an annual 
pension, they icsigned to the Greek empeior the charge of 
defending, and tlie shame of losing, the last lelics of the' 
Latin conquest. 'J'he countess dowager of Fldessa retired to 
Jerusalem with her two children : the daughter, Agnes, 
became the wife and mother of a king; the son, Joscelin 
the third, accepted the office of seneschal, the first of the 
kingdom, and held his new estates in Palestine by the ser- 
vice of fifty knights. His name appears with honour in all 
the transactions of peace and war ; but he finally vanishes in 
the full of Jerusalem ; and the name of Courtenay, in this 
branch of Edessa, was lost by the marriage of his tw^o 
daughters with a Erencli and a German baron 

**TurbesseI, or as it is now styled Telbesher, is fixed byd’Anville four- 
and-twenty miles from the "reat passaii^e over the Euphrates, at Zeugma. 

t His possessions are distinguished in the Assises of Jerusalem (c. S26.) 
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While Joscelin reigned beyond the Eu|ihrates^ hi» 
elder brother Milo, the son of Joscelin, the son of Atho, 
continued, near the Seine, to possess the castle of their 
fathers, \\hich was at length inheiited by Rainaiid, or Re- 
ginald, the youngest of his three sons* Examples of genius 
or viitue must be lare in the annals of the oldest families; 
and, in a remote age, their pride will embrace a deed of 
rapine and violence; such, however, as could not be per- 
petiated without some superiority of courage, oi, at least, 
of power. A descendant of Reginald of Courtenay m:\y 
blush for the public robber, who stripped and imprisoned 
seveial merchants, after they had satisfied the king’s duties, 
at Sens and Orleans. He will glory in the offence, since 
the bold oftender could not be compelled to obedience and 
restitution till the regent and the count of Champagne 
picpjiied to maich against him at the head of an army*. 
Reginald bestowed his estates on his eldest daughter, and- 
liis daughter on the seventh son of king Louis the Fat ; and 
their maniage was ci owned ^viih a numerous offspring. We 
might expect that a private should have merged in a royal 
name; and that the descendants of Peter of France and 
Elizabeth of Courtenay would have enjoyed the title and 
honours of piinces of the blood. But this legitimate claim 
was long neglected and finally denied ; and the causes of 
their disgrace will represent the story of this second branch. 
1 . Of all the families now extant, the most ancient, doubt- 
less, and the most illustrious, is the house of France, which 
has occupied the same throne above eight hundred years, 
and descends, in a dear and lineal series of males, from the 
middle of the ninth century f. In the age of the crusades, 

among the feudal ten ii res of the kingdom, which must therefore have 
been collected, between the years 1 153 and 1187. His pedigree may be 
found in the Lignages d’OutVciner, c. 16. 

* The rapine and satisfaction of Reginald de Courtenay, are prepos- 
terously an anged m the epistles of the abbot and regent Suger (cxiv. 
cxvi.),* the best memoiiais of the age (Duchesne, Scriptures Hist. Fianc. 
tom. iv. p. 530.). 

t In the beginning of the xith centurv, after naming the father and 
grandfather of Hugh Caper, the monk Glaber is obliged to add, cujiis 
genus valde in ante reperitur obscurum. Yet we are assured that the 
great grandfather of Hugh Capet was Robert the Strong, count of Aiijon 
(A. D, 863 — 873). a noble Frank of Neustiia, Neustrirns .... generosse 
stiipijs, who wiih slam in tlie defence of his country againbt the NorinaOs, 
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it was already reveicd both \tp the East and West* 
from Hugh Capet to the marriage of Peter, no moi'e tlmp 
five leigns or generations had elapsed; and so precarious 
was their title, that the eldest sons, as a necessary pre- 
caution, were previously crowned during the lire-tlme of 
their fathers. The peers of France have long maintained 
tlieir precf^dency befoie the younger branches of the royal 
line; nor had the princes of the blood, in the twelfth ceii- 
acquired that hereditary lustic which is now diffused 
over the most remote candidates for the succession. 2. The 
barons of Courtenay must have stood high in their own 
estimation, and' in that of the world, since they could im- 
pose on the son of a king the obligation of adopting for 
himself and all his descendants the name and arms of their 
daughter and his wife. In tiic mariiage of an heiress with 
her infeiioi or her equal, such exchange was often required 
and allowed: but as they continued to diverge from the 
regal stem, the sons of Louis the Fat were insensibly con- 
founded with their inateinal ancestors; and the new Cour- 
tenays might deserve to forfeit the honours of their biith, 
which a motive of interest had tempted them to renounce. 

The shame \^as far moie permanent than the reward, and 
a inomentaiy blaze was followed by a long daikness. Tlie 
eldest son of these nuptials, Peter of Courtenay, had mar- 
iied, as I have already mentioned, the sister of the counts 
of Flanders, tiie two fust empciois of Constantinople: he 
raslily accepted tlie invitation of the barons of Uomtania; 
his two sons, Robert and Baldwin, successively held and 
lost the remains of the Latin empiie in the East, and the 
grand-daughter of Baldwin the second again mingled her 
blood with the blood of France and of Valois. To support 
the expcnces of a troubled and traiisitoiy leign, their putrt- 

dutn |)atrire*fine« tuebatur. Beyond Robeit, all is conjecture or table, 
Ii a probable conjecture, that the third race dc.scended fiom the second 
by Cbildebrand, the biotherof Chailes Martel. It is an absurd fable, 
that the second was allied to the iiist by the man cage of Ansbert, a Romaa 
senator and the ancestor of St. Ainoul, with Blitilde, a daughter of 
Clotaiie 1. 'The Sa'ton origin of thehoubc of France is an ancient but in- 
credible opinion. See a judicious memoir ot M. dc Foncemagne' (Me> 
moiies de F Academic des Insci iptions, tom. x\. p. 54b — C)70 )* He had 
pr.omised to dtrcl.ue his own cyjunioaiii a second v/hich has never 

appeared. 
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monial estates'we|^ mortgaged or sold ; and the last em- 
perors of Consistritinople depended on the annual chanty of 
Rome and Naples. 

While the elder brothers dissipated their wealth in 
romantic adventures, and the castle of Courtenay was pro- 
faned by a plebeian owner, the younger branches of that 
adopted name were propagated and multiplied. But their 
splendour was clouded by poverty and "time: after the de- 
cease of Robert, great butler of France, they descended 
from princes to barons : the next generations were con- 
founded with the simple gentry; tlie descendants of Hugh 
Capet could no longer be visiblein the ruial lords of Tanlay 
and of Chainpigrielles. The more advcniiirous embraced 
without dishonour the pioffcssiou of a soldiei : the least 
active and opulent might sink, like their cousins of the 
branch of Dreux, into the condition of peasants. Their 
loyal descent, in a daik peiiod of four hunched yeais, be- 
came each (lay moie obsolete and ambiguous; and their 
pedigree, instead of being enrolled in the annals of the 
kingdom, must be painfully seal died by the minute diligence 
of heralds and genealogists. It was not till the end of the 
sixteenth centuiy, on the accession of a family almost as 
remote as tlieir own, that the princely spirit of the Cour- 
tenays again revived; and the (question of the nobility, pro- 
voked them to asseit the royalty, of their blood. They ap- 
pealed to ilie justice and compassion of Henry the fourth; 
obtained a favourable opinion fioni twenty lawyeis of Italy 
and Germany, and modestly compared themselves to the 
descendants of king David, whose prerogatives were not im- 
paired by the lapse of ages or the trade of a carpenter*. 
But every ear was deaf, and every circumstance was adverse, 
to their lawful claims. The Bouibon lungs were justified by 

* Of the various petitions apologies, &c. publislied hy the princes of 
Courtenay, I have seen ilie thiee following, all in octavo: 1. De Stirpe 
et Origine Domus de Couitenay ; addita sunt Responsa celeherrimonim 
Europe Jurisconsultorum: Haris, lC07. 9. Repi csentation du Procedf 
tenu a Tinstance faicte devant le Roi, par Messieurs de Courtenay, pour 
la conversation de THonneur et Dignite de leur Maison, branche de la 
royalle Maison de France; ^ Paris, l6r3. 3. Representation du subject 
qui a poi i€ Messieurs de Salles et de Fraville, de la Maison de Courtenays, 
^ se letirer hors du Royaume, l6l4. It was an homicide, for which the 
Courtenays expected to be pardoiled, or tried, as princes of the blood. 




the neglect of /t^e Valep ^ th^ print^es i»f tlie 
pk:ent Disdained tBe 

itin^ed: tbe patfiament, without dehyJig il 
eluded a dangerous, precedent by an arli^rl' ^ 
and eslabhshed St. Louis as the ^tst father pf, ife I 
line*. A repetition of Complaints a^d protew was 
peatedly disregarded : and the hopeless pursuit vras 
nated in the present century by the death df the last male of 
the family f. Their paihful and anxious situation 
viated by "the pride of conscious virtue : they sternly rejected 
the temptations of fortune and favour; and a dying Cour- 
tenay would have sacrificed his son, if the youth could have 
renounced, for any tempoi^ interest, the right and title of 
a legitimate prince of the blood of France J. 

III. According to the old register of Ford Abbey, the 
Courtenays of Devonshire are descended from prince Florus, 
the second son of Peter, and the grandson of Louis the 
Fat§. This fable of the grateful or venal monks was tpo 
respectfully entertained by our antiquaries, Cambdenjl and 


• The sense of the parliairients is thus expressed by Thu anus ; Prin- 
cipis nomen ousquara in Gallia tnbutum, nisi iis qui per niatres e regibui 
nostris originem repetunt: qui nunc tantum a Ludovico nono beahe 
rnfemorias numerauinr: nam Cortinai et Drocenses, a Ludovico criksso 
genus ducentes, hodie inter cos minime recenswtur. A distinction of 
expedieiwy, rather than justice. The sanctity of Louis IX. could not 
invest him with any 8f)ecial prerogative, and all the descendants of 
Hu^gh Capet must be kicluded in his original compact with the french 
nation. ' 

t The last male of the Courtenays was Charles Roger, who died in t^e 
year 1730, without leaving any sons. The last female was Helene de Cpni^- 
tenay, who married Louis de Beaufremont. Her title of Prinoesiliio 
Sang Royal de France, was suppressed (February 7tb, 1737) by an artel 
of the parliament of Paris. 

X The singular anecdote to which I allude, is related in the Eicucil des 
Pieces intcressantes et peu connues (Maestricht, 17$6, in 4 yols. 
and the unknown editor quotes his author, who had received it from 
Helene de Courtenay, marquise de Beaufremont. • 

§ pugdale, MonaSticon Anglicanum, vol. i. p. 786. Yet thU £able. 
fnu^i;have been invented before the reign of Edward III. The fTofote 
devotipii of the. three first generations to Ford Abbey, was followed by 
oppresion on one side and ingratitude bn the other; and in the sfxtn 
generation, the mdnks ceased to register the blrtbi,' swtions, and dealhi 
of their patrons. f ' 

. U 1b his Britannia, in the list, of the carls of Devonshire. Hkien- 
pressM^p, e reglo san|aine ortos'credunt, betrays however some or 
stts^efon. m 

* - s p : 
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ckarjj^ rejVwgfiWit to and lime, 
tilifc the mtbnal wide of the family now refuses to accept 
this imaginary fdij^pder. Their most faithful historiahs be- 
lieve, that aft^r giving his daughter to the king's son, Kegi- 
naW of CoMtlenay abandoned his possessions in France^ and 
obtained Iroiti the English monarch a second wife and a 
new inheritai^l^, It is certain, at least, that Henry the 
second ;^i$tinguisfaed in his camps and councils, a Reginald, 
of the name and arms, and as it may be fairly presumed, 
of the gennine race, of the Courtenays of France. The 
right of wardship enabled a feudal lord to reward bis vassal 
with the marriage and estate of a noble heiress; and Regi- 
nald of Courtenay acquired a fair establishment in Devon- 
shire, whc^e his posterity has been seated above six hun- 
dred years|. From a Norman baron, Baldwin de Brioniis, 
who had beei invested by the Conqueror, Hawise, the wife 
of Reginald, 3‘erived the honour of OkehSmpton, WbicTi 
wai5 held by the service of ninety-three knights; and a 
female might claim the manly offices of hereditary viscount 
©r aheriff, and of captain of the royal castle» of Exeter. 
Their son Robert married the sister of the earl of Devon; 
at the end. of a century, on the failure of the family of 
Rivers his great sgrandson, Hugh the second, succeeded 
to a title which was still coasidered as a territorial dignity; 
and twelve earli of Devonshire, of th^ name of Courtenay, 
have flourished in a period of two hundred and twenty years. 
Th^ were raq^^ed among the chief of the barons of tlie 
rewfii; nor was it till after a strenuous dispute, that they 
yielded to the fief of Arundel, the first place in the parlia- 
met)t of England : their alliances were contracted with the 
noblest families, the Veres, D'espensers, St. Johns, Talbots, 

V * / 

, • In his ^ Baronage, P. i. p. 654, he refers io his awn Manasticoti. 
Sb^d tie not have conectvd the register of jforct Abbey, and anniKiJate4 
thii phantom Florai^ by dw unquestioimbie evidence or tlic' Etench lu^to- 
rmns? 

t Besides tlw |hiW and ^nost vjUnable bot)k of Cleaveland’s History^ I 
have consultW w^ale, tdhe fathe^r of our genealogical science (B.ifuiiage„ 
l\ i. p. 654—043.). 

X This great family, |de Ripunrii's, de Redvers^ de Rivers, ended, i% 
Edward tl]^ First's tune, in Isaoeila de Forubus, a fardous add potent dow- 
ager, who long survived her broiher and husband (Dugdaie, BaronagV, F. n 








an4 ^pi «r jffa Uie Plantageiie|||}| 
a contest Dvfth^^ohn of LancasPter, a CiiM 
3U>ndon, aftferwariJa archbishop of 
be accused of profane confidence in the ||rePgthJi||ii|^^|j A 
berof his kindred. In peace, the earls of Devon 
in. their numerous castles and mandf^ of th% ivest: tlieil 
ample revenue was appropriated to devdiibn and hospimliit|i| 
and the epitaph of Edmund, suraamed, from his xnisior^ 
tune, tlfe bliudf fr$m his virtues, the goodf earl, inculcates 
with much ingenuity a moral sentence, which may however 
he abused by thoughtfess generosity. Aftei' a gmtcful com- 
memoration of the fifty-five years of union and happiness^ 
which he enjoyed with Mabel his wife, the good earl thus 
speaks, from the tomb : 


What. w'e gave, we have; " 

’ What we spent, we had ; ' 

What we left, we lost^. 

But their losses^ in this sense, were far superior to their gifts 
and expences; and their heirs, not less than the poor, were 
the objects of their paternal care. The sums which, they 
paid for livery and seisin, attest the greatness of th^r pos- 
sessions ; and several estates have remainder in their ia]||i|y 
since the thirteenth and fourteenth centuiies. In war, the 
Courtenays of England fulfilled the duties, and deserved 
the honours, of chivalry. They were often entrusted to 
levy and command the militia of Devonshiie and Cornwall; 
they often attended their supreme lord %0 the bor4f|s of 
Scotland; and in foreign service, for a stipulated p^ice, 
they sometimes maintained fourscore men at arms and 
as many archers. By sea and land they fought under 
the standard of the Edwards and Henries: their names 
are conspicuous in battles, in tournaments, and in the origi- 
nal list of the order of the garter: three brothers shaj,^4 the 
Spanish nctory of the Black Prince ; and in the lap$^ of 
.six generations, the English Courtenays had learned to 
despise the nation and country from %hMi derived 
then: origin. In the quarrel of the two roses, the earls of 

• Cleavclund, p, 142’, By some it is assigned to a Rivers earl of Devon: 
hut tiie iiuglish denotes the xvtb, rather fliaii the aiuth, century. 

2 P 2 
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]>^F^ti adhered to tlte limise of Laticaster, ari|||hree brotherij 
8t&ces$ivcly died, eilher iii the field or on the scafFoW. 
Their honours and estates were restored by Henry the 
seventh ; a daughter of Edward the fourth was^ not dis- 
graced by tha nuptials of a Courtenay ; their son, who was 
created'^marquis of Exeter, enjoyed the favour of bis cousin 
Henry the eighth ; and in the camp of Qoth of Gold, he 
broke a Unce against the French monarch. But the favour 
of Heifry was the prelude of disgrace ; his disgrace was the 
signal of death ; and of the victims of the jealous tyrant, 
the marquis of Exeter is one of the most noble and guilt- 
less. His son Edward lived a prisoner in the Tower, and 
died*^ an exile at Padua; and the secret love of queen Mary, 
whom he slighted, perliaps for the princess Elizabeth, has 
ihed a romantic colour on the story of this beautiful youth. 
Hie relics %f his patrimony were conveyed into strange 
families by the marriages of his four aunts; and his personal 
honours, as if they had been legally extinct, were revived 
by the patents of succeeding piinces. But there still sur- 
vived a lineal descendant of Hugh the first earl of Devon, 
a younger branch of the Courtenays, who have been seated 
at Pdwderham casde above four hundred years from the 
r^lgn of Edward |he third to the present hour. Their 
estates have been increased by;^the grant and improvement 
of lands in Ireland, and they have been recently restored to 
the honours of the peerage. Yet the Courtenays still retain 
the plaintive motto, which asserts the innocence, and de- 
ploMli the fall, bf their ancient house’**'. While they sigh 
for past greatness, they are doubtless sensible of present 
blessings : in the long series of the Courtenay annals, the 
most splendid mrea is likewise the most unfortunate; nor 
can an opulent peer of Britain be inclined to envy the em- 
perors of Constantinople, who wandered over Europe to 
solicit arms for the support of their dignity and tjie defence 
of their capital. 

t 

♦ Vhilapsmtfiuidfecif a motto which was probably adopted by the 
Powderliam brahch, after the loss of the earldom of Devonshire, &c. The 
primitive anus of the Courtenays were, or, three torteaux, gules, which 
sceni to denote their eftLuity with Godfrey of Bouillon, , and the ancient 
counts of Boulogne. ' ; 
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CHAP. LXIL 

-The Greek Mmperors of Nice and Constantinople . — 
and Reign of Michael Palaologus.^His fake Union 
the Pope and the Latin Church. — Hostile Desigm of 
Charles of Anjou.-^Revolt of Sicily. — War of the Cata^ 
Ians in Asia and Greece.^ Revolutions and present Statt of 
Athens. 

X HE loss of Constantinople restored a momentary vigour 
to the Greeks. From their palaces, the princes and nohloft 
were driven into the field ; and the fragments of the fallen 
monarchy were grasped by the hands of the most vigorous 
or the most skilful candidates. In the long and barren pages 
of the Byzantine annals*, it would not be an easy task to 
equal the two characters of Theodore Lascaris and John 
Hucas Vatacesf, who replanted and upheld the Roman 
standard at Nice in Bithynia. The €liifi||ipnce of theit vir-^ 
tues was happily suited to the diversitj|jpf their situati^t 
In his first efforts, the fugiiive Lascaris commanded ool^ 
three cities and two thousand soldiers: his retgn was the 
season of generous and active despair; in every military 
operatiqn he staked his life and crown; and his enem^ 
of the Hellespont and the Maeander, were surprised b^|||5s 
celerity and subdued by his boldness. A victorious reigd^ojf 
eighteen years expanded the principality of Nice to tihe 
inagnitu4e of an empire. The throne of his mccessbr ^nd 
son-in-law Vataces was founded on a more solid basis, a 

, > 1 ^^ 

• For the reigns of the Niceue emperors, more eftpeoiaHy of Jofeu Vf 
ahil his son, llieir minister, George Acropoiita, is the only gohume c^ntel||lv' 
porary; but George Pachymer returned to Constantinople with the Oreelqi, 
aj the age of nineteen (Hanckius, de Script. Byzant. c. ffs, 34. p. 

Fabric. Bibliot. Grace, tom, vi. p. 448— 4t)0.). Yet theihii^|jy.pf Nicephorus 
Gregoras, though of the xivih century, is a valuable naititt# froitr tho 
•taking of Coiistantmoplc by the Latins. - » 

t Nicephorus dreg^>ras (1. ii. c. 1.) distinguishes between the 
of Lascans, and the of Vataces. The two^portniits arc in a very 

good style. 



,an4 more plejitifol r^porc<^|||and it was ttue 
|<emj>er> fs w|?U as the int^restj of Vatace^o calculate the 
3 psk, to expect the moment, and to ensure the $||!ees8, of 
hts ambUh>u> designs. In the decline of the I have 

briefly exposed the progress of the Greeks;, the pri^|ient 
and gtadwal advances of a conqueror, who, in ,a reigq qf 

f hirty-tbree years, rescued the provinces from national aiid 
breign usurpers, till he pressed on all sides. the Imperial 
city, a leafless and sapless trunk which *ntust fall at the first 
stroke of the axe. But his interior and peaceful adminis- 
tration is still more deserving of notice and piaise"*^. The 
calamities of ihe times had wasted the numbers and the 
substance of the Greeks: the motives and the means of 
agriculture \vere extirpated ; and the most fertile Jaiuls were 
left without cultivation or inhabitants. A portion of this 
vacant property was occupied and improved by the com- 
mand, and for the benefit, of the emperor : a powerful hand 
and a vigilant eye supplied and surpassed, by a skilful 
management, the minute diligence of a private farmer ; 
the loyal domain became the gardi^n and gianary of Asia; 
and without impoverishing ihe people, the sovereign ac- 
quired a fund of .||ino<iient and productive wealth. Accord- 
tiig to the iiatnr^f the soil, his lands were sown with cofn 
or planted with vines: the pastures were filled with horses 
and oxen, with sheep and hogs; and ,whcn Vataces pre- 
sented to the empress a crown of diamonds and peails, he 
informed her with a smile, that this precious ornament 
arose frpm the sale of the eggs of his innumerable poultry. 
The produce of his domain was applied to the maintenance 
of tus palace and hospitals, the calls of dignity and benevo- 
lence; the lesson was still moie useful than the revenue: 
the plough was restored to its ancient security and honouf; 
and the ndblcs were taught to beck a sure and independent 
revenue ftom their estates, instead of adorning their splepflid 
beggary by the oppression of the people, or (what is almost 
the same) \w the favours of the court. The superfluous 
stock of fsWn and cattle was eagerly purchased by the 

* Packymer, 1. i. c. Q3, -24. Nic. Greg. J. ii. c. 6. Tbo reader 6f tbe 
t>v/aiumcb nm»t obs;.rvc' ii(jvv laitdy are meiulged with s>uch prccioua 
ditiuh. 



•pifeks, with wl||lii*Vat«ce8 prtfspved a stirfct aftif' sincere 
aitfance; but he discouraged the importatlmi hf 
rhatiufebtiiff^t the costly silks of the East, arid Ibe etiriooi 
labours the Italian looms. The deiriands of 
and Necessity was he ^customed to say, are 
sable; hot the influerice^of fashion may rise and feinfa 
the breath of a monarch;^ arid both his preo^pt 
example recomkiencled <?implicity of manners and the use* 
of domestic industry. The education of youth and the 
revivfil of learning Were thri most serious objccts.of his €ai4 ; 
and, ^Withbiif deciding the precedency, he pronounced with 
. fhdh, that a pHrice and a philosopher* are the two most 
eminent characters of human society. His first wife was 
Irene, the darighier of Theodrire Lascaris, a woman more 
illustrious by her personal merit, the milder virtue^ of 
sex, than by the blood of the Angeli and CoiTineni, ihw 
flowed in her veins, and transmitted the inheritance of the 
empire. After her death he was contracted lo Anne, or 
Constance, a natural daughter of thg emperor Fiederb 
the second ; but as tbe^ide had not attained the v ears of 
puberty, Vataces placO<l in his solitary bed an Italian dam- 
sel of her train ; and his amorous weak^'fo bestowelf bif 
the concubine the honours, though riot Wb title, of lawfuf 
empress. His fiailty was censured as a flagitious and da«|j- 
nabie sin by ibe monks; and their rude invectives exercised 
and displayed the patience of the royal lover. A ptiiloso- 
phic age may excuse a single vice, winch was redeemed tty' 
a crowed of virtues; and in the review of his faults, and th?* 
more intemperate passions of Lascaris, the judgment df 
their contCmpoiaiies w^us softened by gratitude to the second 
founders df the eriipnef. The slaves of the Latins, wilh- 
oot l^fw or peace, applauded the happiness of iheb* breti:ien 
who had resumed their national freedom; and Vittaces 
ployed the Jaudable policy of convincing the Greeks of 

^ aV«»Twy CFO/xaCoT«rc* xoo ^Aocro^oi 

(Greg. AcrOjiol. c. Tiic emperor, m a iamilmi con\ iTsariwn, tx tuimetl 
and encouraged the studies of i»i6 ftiture logotlitte. 

t efompard Acropolita (c. 18 . and the iWo firki 'books of NicSfhp- 
rusGreg^ac. ^ 
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every dominion that it was •their interest t^ be enrolled in 
tile number of bis subjects.*^ 

A strong shade of degeneracy is visible between John 
Vataoes and his son Theodore ; between the founder who 
sustained the weight, and the heir who enjoyed the splen- 
dour of the Imperial crown ♦. Yet the character of Theo- 
%>rawa%not devoid of energy ^ he had been educated in 
the school of his father, in the exercise of war and hunting: 
Constantinople was yet spared ; but in the three years of a 
short reign, he thrice led his armies into the heart of Bui- . 
garia. His virtues were sullied by a choleric and suspicious 
temper: the first of these may be ascrib^ to the ignorance 
of controul ; and the second might ^'turally arise from a 
dark and imperfect view of the corruption of mankind. On 
^mafeh in Bulgaria, he consulted on a question of policy 
His principal ministers; and the Greek logolhete, George 
Acropolita, presumed to offend him by the declaration of a 
free and honest opinion. The emperor half-unsheathed his 
sqymetar; but his more deliberate rage reserved Acropolita 
for a baser punishment. One of thu first officers of the em- 
pire was ordered to dismount, stripped of his robes, and 
«Xteltded on the ground in the presence of the prince and 
army. In this posture he was chastised with so many and 
such heavy blows froin the clubs of two guards or execu- 
tioners, that when Theodore commanded them to cease, the 
great logothete was scarcely able to and crawl away to 
hjs tent. After a seclusion of some days, he was recalled by 
a peremptory mandate to his seat in council ; and so dead 
were the Greeks to the sense of honour and shame, that it 
is from the narrative of the sufferer himself that we acquire 
the knowledge of his disgrace f- The cruelty of the empe- 
ror was exasperated by the pangs of sickness, the approach 

• A Persian saying, that Cyrus was the father^ and Darius the master^ 
of his subjects, was applied to Vataces and hi« son. But Pachymer (I. i* 
c. 2S.) has mistaken the mild Darius for the cruel Cambyses, despot or 
tyrant of his people. By the institution of taxes, Darius liad incurred 
the less odious, but more contemptible, name of K«7ri}\oj, merchant or 
broker (Herodotus, iii. 89.). 

t Acropolita (c. 6S.) seems to admire his own firmness in sustai^ning a 
beating, and not returning to council tUl he was called. He rejat^ the 
exploits of Theodore, and his own services, friten c. 53. to c. 74. of his 
history. See the tb^rd book of Nicephorus Gregoras* 



|>f a''pr€mat0i%^^^Nll^Aod ^he'sits^telon ' 

The lives and fortunes, the eyes and limbs,' 
and noWewf were sacrificed to each stilly of passloii^ 4hd 
before t^e died, the son of Vataces might deserve#0iaa^ijl6f 
people, or at least from the cooiti' tlievappeliatioii of tjr^ 
rant, A matron of the family of the Balmblogi bad 
voiced his anger by refusing to bestow b^r bedtiteon#daag||| 
ter on the vile plebeian who was recommended hy his 
caprice. Without regaW to her birth or age, her body, as 
high as the nech, was inclosed in a sack, with several cats, 
who were pricked with pins to irritate their fury against 
their unfortunate fellow-captive. In his last hour^, the em- 
peror testified a wish to foi^ive and be forgiven, a just 
anxiety for the fate of John his son and successor, who, at 
the age of eight years was condemned to the dangers of a 
long minority. His last choice entrusted the office of guar- 
dian to the sanctity of the patriatmh Arsenius, and to the 
courage of George Muzalon, the great domestic, who was 
equally distinguished by the royal favour and the public 
hatred. Since their coinection with the Latins, the names 
and privileges of hereditary rank "had insinuated themselves 
into the Greek monarchy; and the noble families 
provoked by the elevation of a worthless favourite, to whos^ 
influence they imputed the errors and calamities of the Ia|c 
reign. In the first council, after the emperor's death, MiIt 
zalon, from a lofty throne, pronounced a laboured apology 
of his cpnduct and intentions : his modesty was snbdqed by 
an unanimous assurance of esteem and fidelity; ani|i bif 
most inveterate enemies were the loudest to salute him as 
the guardian and saviour of the Romans. Eight days w€re 
sufficient to prepare the execution of the conspiracy. On 
the ninth, the obsequies of the deceased monarch were so- 
lemnized in the cathedral of Magnesia f, an Asiatic city, 

* Pachyroer (1. i. c. 21.) names and discriminates fifteen or twenty 
Greek families, o^o* aWot, v firi/y?na* 

$c.T*)To. Does he mean, by this decoration, a figurative, or a, real goldtb 
«,bain^ Pcihaps, both. 

*t old geographers^ w^ib Ce^arim and d'AnvilJe, and our travel- 
lers, narticukfly Pocock, and teach Us to^distipguiRb die 

two Magnesias, of Asiallinor, fif the ^laetshder and. ofSipylu^/ The 
latter; our present object# it itiHllouHshirrg for a U||rjeiib citv, and bd 
VoL. VIIJ. . S Q 
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he ejjpired, onMhiB hmks of the Umm^h and at tbi^ 
foot of mount Sipylus. . Tfie holy rites were interrupted by 
a sedition of ^ho g^iaird^: Muzalon, bis brothers, ;^ud hj§ 
adherents, were massacred at tbe foot of the altar; and th^ 
absent patriarch was associated with a new colleague,: ^th 
Michael Palmologus, the most illustrious, in birth and 
of the Greek nobles’*^* * 

Of those who are proud of their ancestors, the far greater 
part must be content with local or domestic renown; and 
few there are who dare trust the memorials* of their family . 
to the public annals of their country. As early as the midr 
die of the eleventh century, the noble race of the Palaeo- 
logif stands high and conspicuous in the Byzantine history s 
it was the valiant George Paiseologus who placed the father 
of the Coraneni on the throne; and his kinsmen or descend- 
ants continue, in each generation, to lead the armies and 
councils of the state. The purple was not dishonoured by 
their alliance; and had tbe law of succession, and female 
succession, been strictly observed, the wife of Theodore 
I>ascaris must have yielded to her eldest sister, the mother 
of Michael Palajologns, who afterwards raised his family to 
tbe throne. In his person, the splendour of birth was dig- 
nified by the merit of the soldier and* statesman : in his 
early youth lie wiis promoted to the office of constable or 
Commmider of the Fiench meicenaries; the private expence 
of a day never exceeded three pieces of gold ; but his amr 
bition was rapacious and profuse; aivl his gifts were doubled 
hy tl>^ graces of his con versa non and numners. The love 
of the soldiers and people excited the jealousy of the court; 
and Michael thrice escaped from the dangers in which he 
was involved by liis own imprudence or that of his friends. 
I. Under the veign of Justice and V^etaces, a dispute arose^ 

eight hours, or Ica'^ucs, to the not th -cast of SiriMna (Tournefort, Vo\- 
age dll Levant, toil), ni. lettiexvii. p. oh:> — ,070. Chaiv^ler’s Tjavels 
into Asia Minor, p. 2O7.). 

* See AfTojjoliiu (o. 7 o, 76, &c.', v ho lived too near the times; Pa- 
chynuT (I 1 1*5 — ,>0.), Grrgoias d- fa. c. S, 4, r).). 

f" 'I'he pedmree of Pai^eologn^; i'< CKplaincd by Ducange (Famil. By- 
zant. p, 7 ;o, \'c.) • llie t*\('n(> of l^is prnatc life ale leluieil by Pachynici 
(I. i. c. 7 — ;uul Gregoias (I. li. S. 1 . iii. 2. 4. 1 . iv. 1.) With visible 
tavonr to the uther of the iciguing dynasty. 

I \ctnpoiita ({.Ml.) relates the <iiicumstan 5 ^« of this curious adven- 
tjie, ^^h.ch escaped ihe inori* P4?cwnt wriicis. 
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tctween tw 0 ^ne of whom iMjcuied' of 

naamtaining the bsereditary rigtft of the 
cau^e was decided, according to the mew jt»riigipi^dclic4 
the Latins^ by single combat : the defendant tlirns 
thrown; hut he persisted in declaring that himself alonip 
Was guilty: ^tfd that he bad* uttered these rash or treason^ 
able Speeches without the approbaftion or knowledge of tljp 
patron. Yet a doud of suspicion hung over the innocence 
of the constabic* he was still pursued by the whispers of 
inalevolenee»;‘^‘AOd‘ 'a ’subtile courtier, the archbishop of 
Philadelphia, urged him to accept the judgment of God in 
the fiery proof of the ordeal*. Tlnee days before the trial, 
the patient’s arm was inclosed in a bag, and secured by the 
royal signet; and it was incumbent on him to bear a red-hot 
ball of iron three times from the altar to the rails of the 
sanctuary, without artifice and without injury. Palaeologua 
eluded the dangerous experiment with sense and pleasantry. 
I am a soldier,” said'he, and will boldly enter the list® 
with my accusers: but a layman, a sinner like myself, is 
not endows with the gift of miiacles. JTowr piety, 
most holy prelate, may deserve the interpoaijion of 
heaven, and from your hands I will receive the fi^ry 
globe, the ple(|ge of my innocence.” The archbishop 
started ; the emperor smiled ; and the absolution or pardon 
of Michael was approved by new rewards and new services. 
II. In the succeeding reign, as he held the government of 
Mice, he was secietly informed, that the mind of the ab- 
sent prince was poisoned with jealousy ; and that deitth, or 
blindness, would be his final reward. Instead of awaiting 
the return and sentence of Theodore, the constable, with 
some follow^erS, escaped from the city and the empire ; and 
though he was plundered by the Turkmans of the desert, he 
found an hospitable refuge in the court of the'suitaa. In 
the ambiguous state of an e:itile, Michael reconciled the 
duties of gratitude and loyalty : drawing bis sWord against 
the Tartars; admonishing the garrisons of the Homan limit; 

• Pachymer (li i. c. 12.), who speaks with proper contempt of this bar- 
barous trial, {Affirms, that heUad seen in his youth iniby ]f)ehi6ns who had 
sustained, without injury, tfie fiery ordeal. As a Oi^dlk, be is creddloui ; 
but , the ingenuity of tW Grdeks might furnish Whd remedifes of art Or 
fraud against their own supcfstliion, or that .of their^rant. • 

aQ2 
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C ' ^ , 

wd pronjotjng, by Ub inSukenoc, 4be of pea^e^ 

in which bis, pardon and fecal I were b»m&bly included. 
III. While he guarded the against the despot ot 

Epirus, Michael was again suspected and condemned in the 
palace; and such was his loyalty or weakness, that he sub- 
mitted to led in chains above six hundred miles from 
PuinszQ to Nice. The civility df the messenger alleviadSd 
his disgraoei the emperor’s sickness dispelled his danger; 
and the last breath of Theodore, which recommended his 
infant son, at once acknowledged the innocence and the 
power of Paleeologus. 

But his innocence had been too unworthily treated, and 
bis power was too strongly felt, to curb an aspiring subject 
in the fair field that was opened to his ambition*. In the 
council after the deatli of Theodore, he was the first to 
pronounce, and the first to violate, the oath of allegiance 
to Muzalon; and so dextrous was his conduct, that he 
reaped the benefit, without incurring the guilt, or at least 
the reproach, of the subsequent massacre. In the choice 
of a regent, he balanced the interests and passions of the 
candidates; turned their envy and hatred from himself 
against each oilier, and forced every competitor to own, 
that after his claims, those of Palseologus were best 
entitled to the preference. Under the title of great dukf, 
he accepted or assumed, during a long minority, the active 
powers of government; the patriarch was a veneiable name; 
and the factious nobles were seduced, or oppressed, by the 
ascendant of liis genius. The fruits of the oiconomy of 
Vataces were deposited in a strong castle on the banks of 
the Uertpus, in the custody of the faithful Varangians ; the 
constable retained his command or influence over the 
foreign troops; he employed the guards to possess the trea- 
sure, and \he treasure to corrupt the guards; and whatso- 
ever might be the abuse of the public moirey, his character 
was ;^bove the suspicion of private avarice. By himself, qi/i* 
by emissaries, he strove to pursuade every lank of sqb- 

* Without comparing Paebymer to Thucydides or Tacitus, T will 
praite bia narrative (1. i. c. 13 — 32 . I. ii. c. I— 90» which pursues the as- 
cent of Palaeologus with eloquence, perspicuity^ and tolerable ficcdeni. 
Acropolita is more cautious, and Gregoras more concise. 
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jects, that posterity i?se ib 

to the cstablishfflTOt of his authority. Tht wclgfet^^f 
was suspended, the perpetual theme of popular ooittjilaibf^ 
and be prohibited the trials by the ordeal and judicial 
bat. These Barbaric institutions were already abolish^ idr 
undermined in France and England fi the appeal Ip 
the sword offended the serfleof a civillised ,*j:, and the tempi? 
of an unwarlike, people. For the, future maintenance bf 
their wives and children, the veterans were grateful: the 
priest and the philosopher applauded his ardent zeal for the 
.advancement of religion and learning; and his vUgue pro* 
mise of rewarding merit was applied by every candidate to 
his own hopes. Conscious of the influence of the clergy, 
Michael successfully laboured to secure the suffrage of that 
powerful order. Their expensive journey from Nice to 
Magnesia, afforded a decent and ample pretence: the lead- 
ing prelates were tempted by the liberality of his nocturnal 
visits,; and the incorruptible patriarch was flattered by the 
homage of his new colleague, who led his mule by the 
bridle into thef town, and removed to a respectful distance 
the importunity of the crowd. Without renouncing his 
title by royal descent, Palaeologus encour«|||ied a free discusi^ 
sion into the advantages of elective w^BXchy; and his 
adherents asked, with the insolence of triumph, what patient 
would trust his health, or what merchant would abandon his 
vessel, to the hereditary skill of a physician or a pilot? Tile 


• The judicial combat wai abolished by St. Louis in his own terrlto- 
nes; apd his example and authority were at length prevalent in France 
(Kspnt des Loix, 1. xxviii. c. 29-)« 

t In civil cases Henry II. gave an option to the defendant: Gian vi lie 
piefers the proof by evidence, and that by judicial combat is reprobated 
11 ) the Fleta. Yet the trial by battle has pever been abrogated in the 
Knglish law, and it was ordered by the judges as late as the beginning of 
l^'st century. 

Yet an ingenious fiiendhas urged to me in mitigation of this praicliee, 
1. iVtat in n&tioiis emerging from barbarism, it moderates the iirencp of 
private war and aibitrary levenge. 2. Thai it is less absurd than the 
trjals by the ordeal, or boilmg yraterp or thi cross, which it bat^^contri- 
bated to abolish. 3. That it served at least as a test of personal courage; 
a quality so seldom united with a base disposition, that the danger of the 
trial might be some check to a malicious prosecutor, and an Useful barrier 
ai^ainst injustice supported by power. The gallant and unfm’tunate eai I 
of Surrey inigjit probably have escaped his unmerited fate, bad npthis 
Icmand of tlie combat against bis accuser been .©vcr-rulcd. 
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yoatb of the emperor, and the itnpeis^g dangers of a 
minoTity, required the support of a mature' and experienced 
guardian ; of an associate, raised above the envy of his 
equals, and invested with the name and prerogatives of 
royalt;^. For the interest of the prince and people, without 
any selfish views for himself or his family, the great duke 
consented to guard and instruct *the son of Theodore; bi|t 
he for the happy moment when he might restore to 

hb firmer hands the administration of his patrimony, and 
en|oy the blessings of a private station. He was first in- 
vested with the title and prerogatives of despot ^ which be- 
stowed the purple ornaments, and the second place in the 
Roman nionaichy. It was Afterwards agreed, that John 
And Michael should be proclaimed as joint-emperors, and 
raised on the buckler, but that the pre-eminence should be 
reserved for the birth-right of the former. A mutual league 
of amity was pledged between the royal partners; and in 
case of a rupture, the subjects were bound, by their oath of 
allegiance, to declare tliemselvcs against the aggressor; an 
ambiguous name, the seed of drsCord and civil war. Palaco- 
logns was content; but on the day of the coronation, and 
in the cathedial of Nice, his zealous adherents most vehe- 
mently urged Just priority pf his age and merit. The 
Unseasonable dispute was eluded by postponing to a mom 
convenient opportunity the coronation of John Lascaris; 
and he walked with a slight diadem in the train of his guar- 
dian, who alone received the Imperial crown from tlie hands 
ot the patriarch. It w’as not without extreme reluctance 
that Arsenins abandoned the cause of his pupil; but the 
Varangians brandished their battle-axes; a sign of assent 
was extorted from the trembling youth; and some voices 
^em heaFd, that the life of a child should no longer impede 
the settlement of the nation. A full harvest of honours 
and employments was distributed among his friends "by the 
grateful Palmologha. In his own family he greated a despot 
attd fWo ^ebastocrators ; Alexius Strategopulus was deco- 
irated with the title of Caesar; and that veteran commander 
soon repaid the obligation, by restoring Constantinople to 
the Greek emperor. 

It was in the second year of his reign, while he resided in 
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the palace and of Nyn]^h®um,*^ Sfl^yaBa, tha| 

the first messen^f arrived at the dead of pightj 
sti^pendou? intelligence was imparted to MicHael, 
had been gently waked by the tender precaution of 1 )^ 
Eulogia. The man was unknown or obscure 5 he pro4wi™ 
no letters from the victorious Caesar ; nor equM it easily bo 
credited, after the defeat of Vatapes and the recept %ilurc 
of Pal seo)ogus himself, that the capital had b^en surprise^ 
by a detachment of eight hundred soldiers. As m hostagej 
the doubtful author was coqhned, with the tissurano# of death 
or an ample recompence ; and the court was left hpui:^ 
in the anxiety of hope and fear, till the rpessengers of Alexia? 
arrived with the authentic }ptel)igence, and displayed the 
tiophies of the conquest, the sword and sceptref, the busking 
and bonnet usurper Baldwin, which he had dropt 

in his precipitate ^ight. A general assembly of the bishop^'A 
sen£ftors, aqd nob||s, was immediately convened, and never 
perhaps was an ev<^ received with more heartfelt and uni- 
versal joy. In a studied oration, the new sovereign of Con- 
stantinople congratulated hiis own and the public fortune* 
There was a time,” said he, a far distant time, wheq 
the Roman empire extended to the A<|naticji die Tigils, 
and the confines of After loss of the prq- 

vinces, our capital itself, in these last afi^^alaraitous daysi^ 
has been wrested from our hands by the Barbarians <?f th^ 
West. Prorn the lowjl^t ebb, the tide of prosperity has 
again returned in our favour; but our prosperity was tha? 
of fugitives and exiles; and when we were asked, whicl| 
was the countiy oT the Romans, we indicated with a blufib 

* The site of Nyinph®um is not clearly clellned in ancient or moderp 
geography. But trpin the last hours pf V'ataces (Acropolita, c. 52.)» it in 
evident the palace and gardens of bis fevoniite residence^ were lu the 
neighbourhood of Smyrna. Nymphacum njighi be loosely placed in Lvdia 
(Gregoras, 1. vi. 0.). 

t This sceptic, the emblem of justice and power, was a Mng staff, such 
as was used bv the heroes in Iloiner. By the latter Greeks it was named 
Dicamcet and the linpeual sceptre was distiuguisbecl as by^e re4 

01 purple colour. . ^ 

J x^cropolita aflinns {c 87.) that this bonnet was after the ^^reqeb fashion , 
but ftom the ruby at the point or summit, Ducange (Hist, de C. P. 1. v. 
c. 28, 29 .) believes that it was the bigh-crowned hat the Gr^ks. Could 
Acropolita mistake the dicvss of his own court? ^ ' 
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the climate of the globe «and the quarter of the heavens. 
The divine Providenee has now restored to our arms the 
city of Constantine, the sacred seat of religion and empire; 
and it will depend on our valour and conduct to render 
this important acquisition the pledge and omen of future 
victories/^ So eager was the impatience of the prince and 
peopte, that Michael made his triumphal entry into Constan* 
tinople only twenty days after the expulsion of the Latins. 
Xhe golden gate was thrown open at his approach ; the de- 
vout conqueror dismounted from his horse; and a miraculous 
image of Mary the Conductress was borne before him, that the 
divine Virgin in person might appear to conduct him to the 
temple of her Son, the cathedral of St. Sophia. But after the 
first transport of devotion and pride, he sighed at the dreary 
prospect of solitude and ruin. The palac^ was defiled with 
smoke and dirt, and the gross intemperance of the Franks ; 
whole streets had been consumed by fire, or were decayed by 
the injuries of time; the sacred and profane edifices were 
stripped of their ornaments ; and, as if they were conscious 
of their approaching exile, the%dustry of the Latins had 
been confined to the work of pillage and destruction. Trade 
had expired under the piessure of anarchy and distress; and 
the numbers of inhabitants had^iiecreased with the opulence 
of the cit3^ It was the first care of the Greek inonaich to 
reinstate the nobles in the palaces of their fathers ; and the 
houses or the ground which the^” #1^011 pied were restored to 
the families that could exhibit a legal right of inheritance. 
But the far greater part was extinct or lost ; the vacant pro- 
perty had devolved to the lord ; be repeopled Constantinople 
by a liberal invitation to the provinces; and the brave 
teers were seated in the capital which had been recovered by 
their arms. The trench barons and the |:)ri.nci[jal families 
had retired with their emperor ; but the patient and humble 
crowd of Latins was attached to the couniry, and indifferent 
to the change of niasters. Instead of bain^iiing the factories 
of the Pisans, Venetians, and Genoese, the prudent conqueror 
accepted their oaths of allegiance, encouraged their industry, 
confirmed, their privileges, and allowed them to live uirdef 
the jurisdiction of their proper magistrates. Of these nations, 
the Pisans and Venetians preserved their respective quajiers 
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in the oit}^ ; but fbc services and power of the Genoese de- 
served at the same time the gratftude and the jealontjf of tfef 
Greeks. Tiieir independent colony was first planted at the 
sea-port town of Heraclea in Thrace, lliey were speedily 
recalled, and settled in the exclusive possession of the suburb 
of Galata, an advantageous post, in which they revived the 
commerce, and insulted the majesty of the Byzaiitinb em* 
pi re 

Tlie recovery of Constantinople was celebrated as the serf 
of a new empire : the conqueror, alone, and by the right of 
the sword, renewed his coronation in the church of St. So- 
phia; and the name and honours of John Lascaris, his pupil 
and Jaw^ful sovereign, were insensibly abolished. But%is 
claims still lived in the minds of the people; and the royal 
youth must speedily attain the years of manhood and ambi- 
tion. By fear or conscience, Pal^ologus was restrained from 
dipping his hands in innocent and royal blood; but the 
anxiety of an usurper and a parent, urged him to secure his 
throne, by one of those imperfect crimes so familiar to the 
modern Greeks. The loss df sight incapacitated the young 
prince for the active business of the world : instead of the 
brutal violence of tearing out his eyes, the visual nerve was 
destroyed by the intense glarjp of a red-hot bason f, and John 
Lascaris was removed to a distant castle, where he spent 
many years in privacy and oblivion- Such cool and delibe- 
rate guilt may seem incompatible with remorse; but if Mi- 
chael could trust the mercy of heaven, he was not inacces- 
sible to the reproaches and vengeance of mankind, which he 
had provoked by cruelty and treason. His cruelty imposed 
on a servile court the duties of applause or silence; but the 
clergy had a right to speak in the name of their invisible 

• Set Pachymer (1. ii. c. ^8 — 33. )» Acropolita (c. 88 ), Nietpbi/rui 
Gre^Qras (1. iv. 7.}» and for the treatment of the subject Latins, DucaU^ 
(1. V. c. SO, Sl.^ 

t This milder invention for extincuisbin^ the sight was tried by the 
phiiosopher Democritus on himself, when he sought to withdraw his mind 
hoixi the visible world : a foolish story ! 'I’he word abaanare, in Latin ahd 
Italian, has famished Durange (Gloss. Latin.) an opportunity to 
view the various modes of blinding: the more violent wme scoot^ing, burn- 
ing with an iron or hot vinegar, and binding the head with a strong cofd 
till the eyes burst from the sockets, ingenious ^rantsl 

VoL. VIII. 2 R 
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uiaster ; and their legions weie led bj^ a prelate> whpse 
character vt^as above 4he terfptalioiis of hope or fear. After 
a short abdication of his dignit)^ Arsenius* had consented 
to ascend the ecclesiastical throne of Constantinople, and to 
preside id^the restoration of the church. His pious siinpli- 
city was long deceived by the arts of Palaeologus ; and his 
patience iind submission might sooth the usurper, and protect 
the safety of the young prince. On the news of his inhuman 
Ireatraent, the patriarch unsheathed the spiritual sword ; and 
superstitioh, on this occasion, was enlisted in the cause of 
humanity and justice. In a synod of bishops, who were sti- 
mulated by the example of his zeal, the patriarch pronounced 
a sentence of excommunication; though his prudence still 
repeated the name of Michael in the public prayers. The 
eastern prelates had not adopted the dangerous maxims of 
ancient Rome; nor did they presume to enforce their cen- 
sures, by deposing princes, or absolving nations from their 
oaths of allegiance. ' But the Christian, who had been sepa- 
rated from God and the church, became an object of honor ; 
and, in a turbulent and fanatic capital, that horror might 
arm the hand of an assassin, or inflame a sedition of the 
people. Palaeologus felt his danger, confessed his guilt, and 
deprecated his judge; the act was iiTetiievablc ; the prize 
was obtained : and the most rigorous penance, which he so- 
solicited, would have raised the sinner to the reputation of a 
saint. The unrelenting patiiaich refused to announce an^ 
means of atonement or any hopes of mercy ; and conde- 
scended only to pronounce, that, foi so great a crime, great 
indeed must be the satisfaction. Do you, lequire,^’ said 
Michael, that I should abdicate the empire And at these 
words, he offered, or seemed to offer, the sword of slate. 
^\rseniiis eagerly grasped this pledge of soveieignty ; but 
wdien he pei*ceived that the empeior was unwilling to pur- 
chase absolution at so deai a rate, he indignantly escaped to 
his cell, and left the joyal sinnci, kneeling and weeping be- 
fore the doorf. 

* See the first letmrt and restoration of Arsenins, in Pachymer (I. ii. c. 
I!), 1. ^n. c, 1, 2.), and Nicephorus Glel«ola^ (J. liil c. ‘1. 1. iv. c. 1.). Pos- 
terity justly accused the and paOi’/xi* ofArsenius, the virtues of 

an heimit, the vices of a minister (1. xu. c. 2.)* 

t The Clime and excommunicanon of Michael aie fairly told by Pachy- 
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The danger and scandal of excommunication subsisted 
above three yeari, till the popular clamour was assuaged by 
time and repentance ; till the brethren of Arsenius con- 
demned his inflexible spirit, so repugnant to the unbounded 
forgiveness of the gospel. The emperor had artfully insi* 
nuted, that^ if he were still rejected at home, he might seek, 
in the Roman pontiff, a more indulgent judge; but it was 
far more easy and effectual to find or to place' that judge at 
the head of the- tine church. Aisenius was involved 
in a vague rumour of conspiracy and disaffection ; some ir- 
regular steps in his ordination and government were liarble to 
censure; n synod deposed him from the episcopal office; 
and he was transported under a guard of soldiers to a small 
island of the Propontis. Before his exile, he sullenly i‘c- 
quested that a strict account might he -taken of the treasures 
of the chuich ; boasted, that his sole liehes, three pieces of 
gold, had been earned by transcribing the psalms; continued 
to assert the freedom of his mind ; and denied, with his last 
breath, the pardon which was implored by the royal sinner’**’. 
After some delay, Gregory, bishop of Adrianople, was trans- 
lated to the Byzantine throne ; but his authority was found 
insufficient to support the absolution of the emperor; and 
Joseph, a reverend monk, was substituted to that important 
function. This edifying scene ^was repiesented in the pre- 
sence of the senate and people ; at the end of six years, the 
humble penitent was restored to the communion of the faith- 
ful ; and humanity will rejoice, that a milder treatment of 
the captive Lascaiis was stipulated as a proof of his remorse. 
But the spirit of Arsenius still survived in a powerful faction 
oF the monks and cletgy, who persevered above forty-eight 
years in an obstinate schism. Their scruples were treated 
with tenderness and respect by Michael and his «on ; and 
the reconciliation of the Arsenites was the serious labour of 
the church and state. In the confidence of fanaticism, they 

rner*(l. iii. c. 10. 14. If), &c.) and Gregoras (1. iv. c. 40* Bis confession 
and penance restored their freedom* 

* Padiymer relates the exile of Arsenius (1. iv. c. 1—16.); he was on© 
of the commissaries who visited him in the desert island* The last testa** 
nieiit of the unforgiving patriarch is stiU extant (Dujwn, Blbliotheque Ec- 
ciesiastique, tom. x. p. 95*). 
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proposed to try their caifse by a miracle ; and when the 
twopaperSf that>contained their own and the adverse cause, 
were cast into a fiery brasier, they expected that the catholic 
ferity would be respected by the flames. Alas ! the two 
papers were indiscriminately consumed, and this unforeseen 
accident produced the union of a day, and renewed the quar- 
tel of an age*. The final treaty displayed the victory of the 
Arscnites: the clergy abstained during forty days from all 
ecclesiastical functions ; a slight penance was imposed on 
the laity; the body of Arseni us was deposited in the sanc- 
tuary; apd in the name of the departed saint, the prince and 
people were released from the sins of their fathers f.” 

The establishment of his family was the motive, or at least 
the pretence, of a crime of Paleeologus; and he was impa- 
tient to confirm the succession, by sharing with his eldest 
son the honours of the purple. Andronicus, afterwards suv* 
named the Elder, was proclaimed and crowned Emperor of 
the Romans, in the fifteenth year of his age; and, from the 
first aera of a prolix and inglorious reign, he held that august 
title nine years as the colleague, and fifty as the successor, 
of his father. Michael himself, had he died in a private 
station, would have been thought more worthy of the em- 
pire : and the assaults of his temporal and spiritual enemies, 
left him few Unoments to labour for his own fame or the 
happiness of his subjects. He wrested from the pranks 
several of the noblest islands of the Archipelago, Lesboh, 
Chios ^nd Rhodes; his brother Constantine was sent to com- 
mand in Malvasia and Sparta; and the eastern side of the 
Morea, from Argos and Napoli to Cape Taenarus, was 
repossessed by the Greeks. This effusion of Christian blood 
was loudly condemned by the patriarch ; and the insolent 
priest presumed to interpose his fears and scruples between 
the arms of princes. But in the prosecution of these 

• Paebymer (1. vii. c, 22.) relates this miraculous trial like a philosopher, 
aod tre-its with similar contempt a plot of the Arseni tes, to hide a revela- 
tion in the coffin of some old saint (1. vii. c. IS.). He compensates* this 
incredulity by an image that weeps, another that Weeds (1. vii. c. 30.), and 
the miraculous cures of a doaf and a mute patient (1. xi. c. 32.). 

t The itoryof the Arseni tes is spread through the thirteen books of 
Pachymer. Their union and triumph are reserved for Ntcephorus Gre* 
gonw {1. vii. 90» who neither loves nor esteems these sectaries. • 
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western conquests, the countries beyond the Il^ellesppnt 
were left naked tw the Turks, and their depredations verified 
the prophesy of a dying senator, that the recovery of Con- 
stantinople would be the ruin of Asia. The victories of 
Michael were atchieved by his lieutenants; his sword rusted 
in the palace ; and in the transactions of the emperor with 
the popes and the king of Napks, his political arts were 
stained with cruelty and fraud 

1. The Vatican was the most natural refuge of a Latin 
emperor, who had been driven from his throne; and pope 
Uiban the fourth appeared to pity the misfortunes, and 
vindicate the cause, of the fugitive Baldwin. A crusade^ 
with plenary indulgence, was preached by his command 
against the schismatic Greeks; he excommunicated their 
allies and adherents; solicited Louis the ninth in favour of 
his kinsman ; and demanded a tenth of the ecclesiastic 
revenues of France and England for the service of the holy 
warf. The subtile Greek, who watched the rising tempest 
of the West, attempted to suspend or sooth the hostility of 
the pope, by suppliant cfinbassies and respectful letters; but 
that the establishment of peace must prepare 
the reconciliation and obedience pf the Eastern church. 
The Roman court could not be deceived by so gross an arti- 
fice; and Michael was admonished, that the repentance of 
the son should precede the forgiveness of the father; and 
that faith (an ambiguous word) was the only basis of friend- 
ship and alliance. * After a long and affected delay, the ap- 
proach of danger, and the importunity of Gregory the tenth, 
compelled him to enter on a more serious negociatiun : he 
alleged the example of the great Vataces; and the Greek 
clergy, who understood the intentions of their prince, were 
not alarmed by the first steps of reconciliation and respect. 
But when he pressed the conclusion of the treaty, they 
strenuously declared, that the Latins, though not in name, 
were heretics in fact, and that they despised those strangers as 

• Of the xiii books of Pacb)’incr, th^ first six (as the ivth yth ofNico- 
phorus Gregoras) contaiu the reign of Michael, at tlie time of whofae death 
IKJ was forty years ot age. Instead of breaking, jtkt his editor the Pere 
PoUssin, bis history mtu two p^ts, J follow ^ucange and who num- 

her the xiii books in one series. 

t Ducaage, Hist, d« C. P. 1. v. c. 33, from tlic Bpistles of Urban IV, 
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ttic vilest and most despicaljl% poition of the human race 
It was the task of the emperor to persualfe, to corrupt, to 
intimidate, the most popular ecclesiasticb, to gain the vote 
of each individual, and alternately to urge the arguments of 
Christian charity and the public welfare. The texts of the 
fathers and the arms of the Franks were balanced in the 
theological and political scale; and without approving the 
addition to the jSiceue creed, the most moderate were taught 
to confess, that the two hostile propositions of proceeding 
from the father by the Son, and of proceeding from the 
father AND the Son, might be reduced to a safe and Catholic 
sense+. The supremacy of the pope was a doctilne more 
easy to conceive, but more painful to acknowledge ; yet 
Michael represented to his monks and prelates, that they 
might submit to name the Roman bishop as the first of the 
patriarchs; and that their distance and discretion would 
guard the liberties of the Eastern church from the mis- 
chievous consequences of the light of appeal. He protested 
that he would sacrifice his life and empire, rather than yield 
the smallest point of orthodox faith or national independ- 
ence ; and this declaration was sealed and ratified by a golden 
bull. The patriarch Joseph withdrew to a monastery, to 
resign or resume his throne, according to the event of the 
treaty ; the letters of union and obedience were subscribed 
by the emperor, his son Andronicus, and tliirty-five arch- 
bishops and metropolitans, with their Respective synods; 
and the episcopal list was multiplied by many dioceses which 
were annihilated under the yoke of the infidels. An embassy 
was composed of some trusty ministers and prelates; they 
embarked for Italy, with rich ornaments and rare perfumes, 
for the a]tHrof St. Peter; and thejr secret orders authorised 
and recomumnded a boundless compliance. They were 
received in the general council of Lyons, by pope Gregoiy 

♦ From their mercantile intercouree "with the Venetians and Genoese, 
they branded the Latins as and /9av«v<7-oi (Pachymer, 1. v. c 10.). 

^ Some nic heretics in name; others, like the Latins, m said the 

Journed Veccus (1. v. c. 12.), who soon afterwards became a convert (c. 15, 
16.) and a pntuarch (c. 24.). 

t In this class, we may place Pachymer himself, wljose copious and Can 
did narrative ocChpics the vtii and vith books of his liistory. Yet the Giet k 
js silent on the council of I yons, and seems to believe tliat die popcb always 
resided m Rome and Italy (1 v. c. 17, 21 
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Jlie tenth, at the head of five hundred bishops’*^. ?He 
braced with tea^ his long-lost and repentant children; 
accepted the oath of the ambassadors, who abjured the 
schism in the name of the two emperors; adorned the pre- 
lates with a ling and mitre; chaunted in Greek and Latim 
the Nicene creed with the addition of Jilioque; and rejoiced 
in the union of the East and Westf which had been reserved 
for his reign. To consummate this pious tvork, the Byzan- 
tine deputies were speedily followed by the pope's nun- 
cios; and their instruction discloses the policy of the Vati- 
can, which could not be satisfied with the vain title of supre- 
macy. After viewing the temper of the prince and people, 
they were enjoined to absolve the schismatic clergy, who 
should subsciibe and swear their abjuration and obedience ; 
to establish in all the churches the use ol the perfect cieed ; 
to prepaie the entrance of a cardinal legate, with the full 
powers and dignity of his office; and to instruct the em- 
peror in the advantages which he might derive from the 
temporal protection of the Roman pontiff f. 

But they found a country without a friend, a nation in 
which the names of Rome and Ijnion were pronounced with 
ubhoirence. The patriarch Joseph was indeed removed; 
his place was filled by Vecens, an ecclesiastic of learning 
and inodeiatiou ; and the empeior was still uiiged by the same 
motives, to preseveic in the same piofessions. But in his 
piivatc language, ralicologus afi'ected to dcploic the pride, 
and to blame the innovations, of the Latins; and while lie 
debased his chaiacter by this double hypociisy, he jus-tified 
and punished the o[)posUioa of his subjects. By the joint 
suff’iage of the new and the ’ancient Rome, a sentence of 
excommunication was pionounced against the obstinate schis- 
matics: the censures of the church were executed by the 
sword of Michael; on the failure of persuasion, he tried 
the arguments of prison anti exile, of whipping and mutila- 
tion; those touch-stones, sa3's an historian, of cowards and 

* Se€ the acts of tlie council of Lyons in the year H74. Fleury, Hist.- 
£cciesia,stique, tom. xvui |3. 181—199. Dupin, Bibliot. Ecclcs. tom. x. 
p. 135. 

- t Thiscurious instruction, which has been drawn with more^or less honesty 
by Wading and Leo Ailutius fiora the ai chives of the Vatican, is given in an 
ibstfact or version by Fleury (tom. xvni. p, 252— 5!58 ). 
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brave. Tivo Greeks still leigt^d in JEtdiiaj and 

Thessaly, with the appellatibn of despots^ they had yielded 
to the sovereign of Constantinople^ but they rejected the 
chains of the Monian pontilBT, and supported their refusal by 
successful arms. Under their protection, the fugitive monks 
and biahops assembled in hostile synods; and retorted the 
name of heretic with the^galling addition. of apostate: the 
prince of Trebizon was tempted to assume the forfeit title of 
emperor; and even the Latins of Negiopont, Thebes, 
Athens, and the Morea, forgot the merits of the convert 
to Jain with open or clandestine aid, the enemies of Palaeo- 
logus. His favourite gerierals, of bis own blood and family, 
successively deserted, or betrayed, the sacrilegious trust. 
His sister EuJogia, a niece and two female cousins, con* 
spired against him ; another niece, Mary queen of Bulgaria, 
negotiated bis ruin with the sultan of .Egypt; and in the 
public eye, their treason was consecrated as the most sub* 
lime virtue*# To the pope^s nuncios, who urged the con- 
summation of the work, Pal^ologus exposed a naked 
recital of all that he had done and suffered for their sake. 
They w:ere assured that the guilty sectaries, of both sexes 
and every rank, had been deprived of their honours, their 
fortunes and their liberty; a spreading list of confiscation 
imd punishment, which involved many persons, the dearest 
to the emperor, or the best deserving of his favour. They 
were conducted to the prison to behold four princes of the 
royal blood chained in the four corners, and shaking their 
fetters in an agony of grief and rage. Two of these captives 
were afterwards released ; the one by submission, the other 
by death: but the obstinacy of their two companions was 
chastised by the loss of their eyes; and the Greeks, the 
least adverse to the union, deplore that cruel and inauspi- 
cious tragedy f* Persecutors must expect the hatred of 

* Tliii frank and autbt^ntio confesMon of Michael's disti css/ is exhibited in 
barbarous Latin by Ogerius, wbo signs hunsclf Pmtonotarius Iiiterpretun?, 
and tninscnbed by Wading from the MSS. ot the Vatican (A.D. 1278, No. 
8.). His Annals of the Franciscan order, the Frutres Mmores, m xvn vo- 
luinos in folio (Rome, 1741), I have now accidentally seen among the wastes 
paper of a bookseller. 

1 See the vj|h book of Pachymer, pfirlicularly the chapters, 1. 11. 16. 18* 
24* — 27. lie is the mure credible, us bespeaks of this persecution with lesfe 
anger than sorroa'. 
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those whom they oppress; b«t they commonly lind some 
consolation in th^ testimony of their conscience, the ap- 
plause of their party, and perhaps, the success of their un- 
dertaking. But the hypocrisy of Michael, which was 
prompted only by political motives, must have forced him 
to hate himself, to despise his followers, and to esteem and 
envy the rebel champions by whponi he was detested and 
despised. While his violence was abhorred at Constanti- 
nople, at Rome his slowness was arraigned, and his sincerity 
suspected ; till at length pope Martin the fourth excluded 
the Greek emperor from the pale of a church, into which 
he was st living to reduce a schismatic people. No sooner 
had the tyrant expired, than the union was dissolved, and 
abjured by unanimous consent ; the churches were purified ; 
the penitents were reconciled ; and his son Andronicus> 
after weeping the sins and errors of his youth, most'pioiiBly 
denied his father the burial of a prince and a Cluistiaii **. 

XI. In the distress of the Latins, the walls and towers of 
Constantinople had fallen to decay: they were restored and 
fortified by the policy of Michael, who deposited a plen- 
teous store of corn and salt provisions, to sustain the siege 
which he might hourly expect from the resentment of the 
Western powers. Of these, the sovereign of the two Sicilies 
was the most formidable neighbour; but as long as they 
were possessed by Mainfroy, the bastard of Frederic the 
second, his monarchy was the bulwaik rather than the an- 
noyance of the Eastern empire. The usurper, though a. 
biave and active prince, was sufficiently employed in the 
defence of his throne; bis proscription by successive popes 
had separated Mainfroy from the common cause of the 
Latins; and the forces that might have besieged Constan- 
tinople, were detained in a crusade against the^ domestic 
enemy of Rome. The prize of her avenger, the crown of 
the two Siciljes, was won and worn by the brother of St, 
Louis, by Charles count of Anjou and Provence, who led 

* Pachymer, 1. \ii. c. 1—11. 17. The specch^af Andronicus the elder 
(lil>. xii. c. 2.) is a curious record, ’which proves, that if the Greeks were 
the slaves of the emperor, the emperor was not less the slave of supersti- 
tion and tlie clergy. 

Vgl. vilJ. es 
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tUe iihivalry of France on this holy expedition*. I;he di#«; 
affection of his Christian subjects compelled Mainfroy to 
enlist a Oolony of Saracens whom his father had planted in 
Apulia ; and this odious succour will explain the defiance of 
the Catholic hero^ who rejected all terms of accommodation. 
Bear this message/’ said Charles, to the sultan of 
Nocera, that God and«the sword are umpire between us ; 
and that he shall either send me to paradise, or I will 
send him to the pit of hell.” The armies met, and 
though 1 am ignorant of Mainfroy’s doom in the other 
world, in this he lost his friends, his kingdom, and his life, 
in the bloody battle of Benevento. Naples and Sicily were 
immediately peopled with a warlike race of French nobles; 
and their aspiring leader embraced the future ccjpquest of 
Africa, Greece, and Palestine. The most reasons 

might point his first arras against the Byzantine empire; 
and Palicologus, diffident of his own strength, repeatedly 
appealed from the ambition of Charles to the humanity of 
St. Louis, who still preserved a just ascendant over the 
mind of his ferocious brother. For a while the attention of 
that brother was confined at home by the invasion of Con^ 
radin, the last heir of the Imperial house of Swabia; but 
the hapless boy sunk in the unequal conflict; and his exer 
cution on a public scaffold taught the rivals of Charles to 
tremble for their heads as well as their domiiiions» A second 
respite was obtained by the last crusade of St, Louis to the 
African. coast ; and the double motive of interest and duty 
urged the king of Naples tp assist, with his powers and his 
presence, the holy enterprise. The death of St. Louis re- 
leased him from the importunity of a virtuous censor ; the 
king of Tunis confessed himsojf the tributary and vassal of 
the prown of Sicily ; and the boldest of the French knights 
were free to enlist under his banner against the Greek em- 

* The best accounts, the nearest the tiine, the most fult and entertain- 
ing, ef the conquest of N^les by Charles of Anjou, may be found in the 
Florentine Chronicles of Kicordano Malespina (c. 175 — 193.) and Gio- 
vanni Villani (1. vii. c. WIO. @5^30.), which are published by Muratori 
in the viiitb and xiiith volumes of the historians of Italy* In bi« An- 
nals (toip* xi. p. 56^7i2.), he has abridged these great events, which are 
likewise described jp thq Jstoria Civile of Giannone, tom. ii. 1. xix. 
t^iu. jji, 1. x:^c. 
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■|>ire. A irmy atid a marriffg® tinited hi» 7 teter^Vitb ihp 
house of Courteitay ;^his daughter Beatrice w»s^ to 
Philip,^ son and heir of the emperor Baldwin ; a ptnsroil of 
srx birndred ounces of gold was allowed for his maintenance ; 
and his generous father dfstribured among, his allies the 
hingdoriis and provinces of the East, reserving only Con- 
stantinople, and one day's journey round the city, for the 
Imperial domain In this perilous moment, Palaeplogus 
was the most efeger to subscribe the creed and implore the 
protection of the Roman pontiff, who assumed, with 
priety and weight, the character of an angel of peace, the 
common father of the Christians. By his voice, the sword 
of Charles was chained in the scabbard ; and the Greek 
ambassadors beheld him, in the pope's antichamber, biting 
liis ivory sceptre in a transport of fury, and deeply resenting 
the refusal to enfranchise and consecrate his arms. He ap- 
pears to have respected the disinterested mediation of Gre- 
gory the tenth ; but Charles was insensibly disgusted by the 
pride and partiality of JSlicholas the third; and bis attach- 
ment to his kindred, the Ursini family, alienated the most 
strenuous champion from the service of the church. The 
hostile league against the Greeks, of Philip the Latin em- 
peror, the king of the two Sicilies, and the republic of 
Venice, was ripened into execution ; and the election of 
Martin the fourth, a French pope, gave a sanction to the 
cause. Of the allies, Philip supplied his name, Martin, a 
bull of excomniunicatioft, the Venetians, a squadron of 
forty gallies ; and the formidable powers of Charles Con- 
sisted of forty counts, ten thousand men at arms, a numerous 
body of infantry, and a fleet of more than three hundred 
ships and transports. A distant day was appointed for 
assembling this mighty force in the harbour of Briqdisi : 
and a previous attempt was risked with a detach meut of 
three hundred knights, who invaded Albania, and besieged 
the fortress of Belgrade. Their defeat might amuse with a 
triumpli the vanity of Constantinople; but the more saga- 
cious Michael, despairing of his arms* depended on the 

^ bucange, Hist, de C. P. I. v. c. 49 — ^ 0 . 1. vi. c, 1 — 13. See Pachy- 
nier, 1. iv. c. 20. 1. v. c. 7 — 10. 1. vi. c, 30. 33. and Nkephoiu? 

Orcgoras, 1. iv. 6. 1. v. i. ti. ' , ' 


5 S a 



516 ^HISTdliY OF THE^BECXilNE AND FALL 

of a conspiracy; on the secret workings of a lAt, who 
gnawed the bow-string* of ihe Sicilian tyrant. 

Among the proscribed adherents of the house of Swabia, 
John of Procida forfeited a small island of that name in the 
bay of Naples. His birth was noble, but his education was 
learned ; and in the poverty of exile, he was relieved by th^ 
practice of physic, which*he had studied in the school of 
Salern^, Fortune had left him nothing to lose, except life; 
and to despise life is the first qualification of a rebel. Pro- 
cida was endowed with the art of negociation, to enforce his 
iensons^4nd disguise his motives; and in his various trans- 
actions with nations and men, he could persuade each party 
that he laboured solely for their interest. The new kingdoms 
of Chailes were afflicted by every species of fiscal and 
military oppres-iion f ; and the lives and fortunes of his 
Italian subjects w'ere saciificed to the greatness of their 
master and the licentiousness of his followeis. The hatred 
of Naples was lepicssed by his pieseiufe; but the looser go- 
vernment of his vicegerents excited the conteftipt, as well as 
the aversion, of the Sicilians: the island was roused to a 
sense of freedom by the elo<juenco of Procida ; and he dis- 
played to every baron his prnaie inteicst in the common 
cause. In the coiifidrnce of foreign aid, he successively 
visited the couits of the Greek emperor, and of Peter king 
of Arragon vvlio possessed the maritime countries of Va- 
leiitia and Catalonia. To the ambitious Peter a crown was 
presented, nhicli he might justly claim by his mainage 
with the sister of Maiiil'ioy, and by the dying voice of Coa- 
radin, who from the scaffold had cast a ung to his heir and 
avenger. Pulaeologus wiis easily persuaded to diveit his 
enemy from a foreign wai by a rebellion at home; and a 

* 'riic rca(i<^i of lleiodotus will recoIIe( I liow mlraciiloii^ily the Assyrian 
ho'it of Semiacliei ib was disarmed and dpsno;,ed '4. ij. c. 111.;. 

i Accoidins^ to Sabas Ma!as[)ina (Hist. Sieula, I. lii. c. IG.. in IVTuratori, 
tom viii. p. a zealous Ggciph, the subjects of Chailes, who had le- 

viled Mamfioy as a wolf, beijan to regiet liim as a lamb and he justifies 
their di^'Content by the oppressions of tfie Krench lioveinment (1. vi. c. 2. 
7.). See the Sicihau manifesto m Nicholas Spccialis (1. i. c, 11. iii Mura- 
toi 1, tom. p. <).>0.). 

See ihc character and counsel’’^ of Peter king of Arragon, in Mariana 
(Hist, fbspan, 1. xiv. c. 6. tom. li. p. 133.). "The reader foigivcs the 
Jesuit's defects, in fa\oifr, always of his style, and often of his sense. 
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Greek subsidy of twenty-five thousand ounces of gold was 
most profitably afiplied to arm*a Catalan fleet, wbleh sailed 
under an holy banner to the speciOus attack of the Saracens 
of Africa. In the disguise of a monk or beggar, the trtde- 
fatigable missionary of revolt flew from Constantinople to 
Rome, and from Sicily to Saragossa : the treaty was sealed 
with the signet of pope Nichoks himself, the enemy of 
Charles; and his deed of gift transferred the .fiefs of St. 
Peter from the house of Anjou to that of Armgon. So 
widely diffused and so freely circulated, the secret was pre- 
served above two years with impenetrable discretion ; and 
each of the conspirators imbibed the maxim of Peter, who 
declared that he would cut oft’ his left hand if it were con- 
scious of the intentions of his right. The mine was prepared 
with deep and dangerous artifice ; but it may be questioned, 
whether the instant explosion of Palermo were the effect of 
accident or design. 

On the vigil of Easter, a procession of the disarmed 
citizens visited a church without the walls; and a noble^ 
damsel was rudely insulted by a Fiench soldier*.. The 
ravisher was instantly punished with death ; and if tire “ 
people at first \vas scattered by a military force, their num- 
bers and fury prevailed : the conspirators seized the oppor- 
tunity ; the flame spread over the island ; and eight thousand 
French were exterminated in a promiscuous massacre, which 
has obtained the name of the Sicilian VespEttsi-. From 
every city the banners of freedom and the church were dis- 
played : the revolt was inspired b}»*the presence or the soul 
of Procida ; and Peter of Arragon, who sailed d’roin the 
African coast to Palermo, was saluted as the king and 
saviour of the isle. By the rebellion of a people on whom 
he had so long trampled with impunity, Charles was asto- 
nished and confounded ;-and in the first agony of grief and 

* After e*niimcrating the sufferings of his country, Nicholas Spccialis 
adds, in the true sj)irit of Italian jealousy, omnia et graviora qui- 

denj, ut aibitior, patienti ammo Sicuh tolera&sent, nisi (quod pnmum 
cuuctis doininantibus ravendum est), alieiias Iceimnas invassissent (h i. c. 2* 

p. 

f, 'I'lie French weie long trtnght to icmcmber this bloody lesson: ** Tf I 

am provoked (said Henry the tourth), I will breakfast at Milan, and 
“.dine at Naples.” Your inai#»sty (rej)lied the Spanish ambassador) 

“ may perhaps arrive in Sicih lor espers.” ^ ; 
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dfftsrotion, i^raaf fart'd ta esfcbim, O Qodi iSfi bis»t 

decreed to humbk me, gt'aiat me at a gebtb and* 

gradual descertt from the pinnacle of grea|;qmt!^4 'Wb 
fleet and nxmf, w^tijch already filled the sea^parts # Italy/ 
were li|asti|y« recalfefl from the service of the Grecian vrai^; 
and the siituation of Messina ejfposed that town to the first 
storm of his revenge, Feerfile in themselves, and yet hope* 
less of foreign succour, the citizens would have repented, 
aitd submitted on the assurance of full pardon and their an-- 
cient privileges. But the pride of the monarch was already 
rekindled ; and the most fervent entreaties of the legate 
could extort no more than a promise, that he would forgive 
the remainder, after a chosen list of eight hundred rebels 
had been yielded to his discretion. The despair of the 
Messinese renewed their courage ; Peter of Arragpn ap- 
proached to their relief * ; and his rival was driven back by 
the failure of provision and the tenors of the equinox to the 
Calabrian shore. At the same moment, the Catalan ad- 
miral, the famous Roger de Loria, swept the channel yfhh 
an invincible squadron : the French fleet, more numerous 
in transports than in gallics, was either burnt or destroyed ; 
and the same blow assured the independence of Sicily and 
the safety of the Greek empire. A few days before his 
death, the emperor Michael rejoiced in the fall of an enemy 
whom he hated and esteemed; and perhaps he might be 
content with the popular judgment, that had they not been 
matched with each other, Constantinople and Italy must 
speedily have obeyed the same master f. From this dis- 
astrous montent, the life of Charles was a series of misfor- 
tunes; his capital was insulted, his son was made prisoner, 
and Ire sunk into the grave without recovering the isle of 
Sicily, which, after a war of twenty years, was finally 

• This revolt, with the subsequent victory, are related by two national 
writers, Bartholeiny k Neocastio (jn Muratoii, toin. xui.) and Nicholai, 
Specialis (in Muratori, toni. \.), the one a contemporary, the other of the 
next century. The patriot Sj^ecialis disclaims the name of rebellion, and 
all previous coiTe&pondence witii Peter of Arragon (nullo communicato 
consilio) who happened to be v\ith a fleet and army on the Atiicaii coast 
{l.i.c.4.^9). 

1 Nicophorus Gregorys (L v. c. fl.) admires the wisdom of Providence 
in this equal balance of states and prirrces. Fo> the honour of PaliEolo- 
gus, 1 had rather this balance had been observed by an Italian writer. 



severed from the tjirone of Naples, and transfei;ited> as ati 
independent kingdom^ to a younger branch of the ’<hOu$e of 
Arragon*^# 

I shall not, I trust, be accused of superstition : but 1 
must remark, that, even in this world, the natural order of 
events will sometimes afford the strong appearances of 
moral retribution. The first JPalaJologus had saved bi« 
empire by involving the krngdoins of the West in rebel- 
lion and blood ; and from these seeds of discord up rose u 
generation of iron men, who assaulted and endangered the 
ejnpire of his son. In modern times, our debts and taxes 
are the secret poison, which still corrodes the bosom of 
peace; but in the weak and disorderly government of the 
middle ages, it was agitated by the present evil of the dis- 
banded armies. Too idle to work, too proud to beg, the 
mercenaries were accustomed to a life of rapine: they could 
rob with more dignity and effect under a banner and a 
chief; and l|ie sovereign, to whom their service was useless 
and their pres^Aice importunate, endeavoured to discharge 
the torrent on some neighbouring countries. After the 
peace of Sicily, many thousands of Genoese, Catalans f, &c. 
who had fought, by sea and land, under the standard of 
Anjou or Arragon, were blended into one nation by the 
resemblance of their manners and interest. They heard 
that the Greek provinces of Asia were invaded by the Turks: 
they resolved to share the harvest of pay and plunder; and 
Frederic king of Sicily most liberally contributed the means 
of their departure. In a warfare of twenty years, a ship, or 
a camp, was become their country; arms were their sole 
profession and property; valour was the only virtue which 
they knew ; their women had imbibed the fearless temper of 
their lovers and husbands: it was reported, that, with 4 
stroke of their broad-sword, the Catalans could cleave a 
• 

* See the Chronicle of Villani, the xith volume of the Annah d’ltalif), 
of Muraton, and the xxth and xxist books of the llistona Civile 'of Gian- 
iiAne. 

t In this motley multitude, the Catalans and Spaniards, the bravest Mf 
the soldiery, were styled, by themselves and the Gieeks, J 
Montada derives their origin from the Goths, and Pa^byracr (1. xi. c. 3i2.) 
from the Arabs ; and in spite of national and religious pride, I am afraid 
the datter )s in the right. 
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horseman and an horse; and I’he report itself was a powerful 
weapon. Roger de Fior was the most popular of their 
chiefs; and his personal merit overshadowed the dignity of 
his prouder rivals of Arragon. The offspring of a mariiage 
between a German gentleman of the court of Frederic the 
second and a damsel of Brindisi^ Roger was successively a 
templar, an apostate, a f)nate, and at length the richest 
and most powerful admiral of ihe Mediterranean. He 
sailed from Messina to Constantinople, with eighteen gal- 
lies, four great ships, and eight thousand adventurers; and 
his previous treaty was faithfully accomplished by Androni- 
cus the elder, v^'ho accepted w ith joy and terror this formida- 
ble succour. A palace was allotted for his reception, and 
a niece of the emperor wms given in maniage to the valiant 
stranger, who was immediately created g»cat duke or admi- 
ral of Romania. After a decent repose, he transported his 
troops over the Propontis, and boldly led them against the 
Turks: in two bloody battles thirty thousand of the Mos- 
lems were slain : he raised the siege of Philadelphia, and 
deserved the name of the deliverer of Asia. But alter a 
short season of prosperity, the cloud of slavery and ruin 
again burst on that unhappy province. The inhabitants 
escaped (says a Greek historian) from the smoke into the 
flames; and the hostility of the Turks was less pernicious 
than the friendship of the Catalans. The lives and fortunes 
which they had rescued, they considered as iheir ow n : the 
willing or reluctant maid was saved from the race of cir- 
cumcision, for the embraces of a Cliristian soldier: the 
exaction of fines and supplies was enforced by licentious 
rapine and arbitrary executions ; and, on the lesistance of 
Magnesia, the great duke besieged a city of the Roman 
empire disorders he excused by the wrongs and 

passions of a victorious army; nor w^ould bis own authority 
or person have been safe, had he dared to punish l»is faithful 
followers, who were defrauded of the just and covenanted 
price of theii- services. The threats and complaints of An- 
droniciis disclosed the nakedness of the empire. His golden 

* Some ideas may be formed of the population of these citie-», from fim 
3 ( 3,000 inhabitants of Tralles, which, in the prcvccdinp: reign, was rehiuir 
bv the emperor, and ruined by the Turks. (I’uch^mer, 1. vi. c. ?0, 21.') 



OF TMF Rb^TA^^ EMPIRE. 


tull liad invited no more thar^ five hundred horse and a 
thousand foot soldiers; yet the crowds of volunteers, who 
migrated to the East, had been enlisted and fed by his 
spontaneous bounty. While his bravest allIe‘^ were content 
with thiee byzants, or pieces of gold, for their monthly 
pay, an ounce, or even two ounces, of gold were assigned 
to the Catalans, whose annual pension would thus amount 
to near an hundred pounds stciling: one of their chiefs had 
modestly rated at three hundred thousand crowns the value 
of h\s> future merits; and above a million liad been issued 
from the treasury for the maintenance of these costly mer- 
cenaries. A cruel Inx had bc^n imposed r)n the corn oi* the 
husbandman : one third wa^ ictienehed iVom the salaries of 
tlie public officers; and lh<' standard ol* the coin w^as so 
shamefully debased, tliat of tlie four-and-lwenty [larts only 
five were of pure gold At the summons of the emperoi, 
Roger evat'uated a province which no longer supplied the 
materials of lapinc; but he ic fused to di^fxuse his troops ; 
and while liis style was lespt'ctful, his conduct was indepen- 
dent and hostile. He prot(‘sted, that if the emperoi should 
match against him, he would advance foit\ paces to hiss 
the ground befoic him, hut in using from this prostrate 
attitude ]\ogcr had a li(e and swoid at the scivi(‘e of his 
fiiends. The gieat duke oi* l{omama eondesec*nded to ac- 
cept the title’ and ornaments of (’iC'sai ; hut he i ejected tlie 
new proposal of the goveunment of Asia vvith a su])si(ly of 
corn and monev, on (aindilion that he should reduce his 
troops to the harmless mimher of tluee thou'^and men. 
Assassination the la^t resonu'c of cow aids. I’iie Ca^sai 
was tempted to visit the royal leMdenee of Adrianople : in 

the apartment, and hcfoie tlie eyes of the empiess, he was 

• 

* I have colloctf'd pf.'onniMrv rircum^taiK e-' frotn Pjicliymcr (1. \1. 

c ei. 1. xii. C..4, B. 11 19.}, wlio fi( sc^lbc^> rhe progifbsive huiircifianoii 
the i^old oiii. Kvt’i) in the prosperous linies ol’ Jolui Diieas V.ituces, 
the hyziirits were composed m erjUtil pnxportions ot the pun' aud the bafier 
melal. The po\erty ut' Michael i^iliCologus compelled him to stoke a innv 
< om, wuh nme parti, or carats, of gold, uud litteeu of copper alloy. After 
his (leath, the staudard roso to ten carats, till in tfic public distiCss it was 
reduced to tiie moiety. The prince was relieved for a moment, while 
•^redit and commerce were for evei blasted, lii Trance, tlic gold coin is of 
tweuiy-tvvo carats (oiie-tvvelflb allo) ,) and the standard of Kiigland mid 
Uolhmd Is still higher. 
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stabbed by tbe Alatii guar4s; and though the deed was im- 
puted to their private revenge, bis countrymen, ^^ho dwelt 
at Constantinople in the secuiity of peace, were involved in 
the same proscription by the piince or people. The loss of 
their leader intimidated the crowd of adventurers, who 
hoisted the sails of flight, and were soon scattered round 
the coasts of the Mediteiranean. But a veteran band of 
fifteen hunched Catalans or Fiench stood firm in the strong 
fortress of Gallipoli on the Hellespont, displayed the ban- 
ners of Anagon, and offered to revenge and justify their 
chief by an equal combat of ten or an liundred warriors. 
Instead of accepting this bold defiance, the emperor Mi- 
chael, the son and colleague of Andionicus, resolved to 
oppiess them with the weight of multitudes: every nerve 
was strained to form an army of thirteen thousand horse 
and thiity thousand foot; and the Propontis was covered 
the ships of the Greeks and Genoese. In two battles 
by sea and land, these mighty forces were encountered and 
oveithrovvn by the despair and discipline of the Catalans; 
the young emperor fled to the palace; and an insufficient 
guaid of light-liorse \^as left for the protection of the open 
country. Victory renewed the hopes and numbers of the 
advcntuieis : every nation was blended under the name and 
fctaiidaid of the great company; and thiee thousand Turkish 
piosel}tes deseitcd from the Imperial service to join this 
military aijbociation. In the possession of Gallipoli, the 
Catalans inteieepted the tiade of Constantinople and the 
Black Sea, while they spiead their devastations on either 
side gf the Hellespont over the confines of Euiope and 
Asia. To prevent their appioach, the greatest pait of the 
Byzantine teiiitoiy was laid waste by the Greeks themselves: 
the peasants and then cattle retired into the city; and my- 
riatis of sheep and oxen, for which neither place nor food 
could be prociued, weie nufirofitably slaughtered on the 
»ame day. four limes the empeior Andropicus sued for 
peace, and four times he was inflexibly repulsed, till the 
want of provisions, and the discord of the chiefs, compelled 
the Catalans to evacuate the banks of the Hellespont and 
the iieighbouihood of the capital. After thpir sepaia- 
^ tiou from the Tuiks, the remains of the great company 
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' pursued their march through Alacedonia and Thessalyj, to 
seek a new establishment in the^lieart of Greece’'^'. 

After some ages of oblivion, Greece was awakened to 
new misfortunes by the arms of the Latins, In the two 
hundred and fifty yeais between the first and the last con- 
quest of Constantinople, that venerable land was disputed 
by a multitude of petty tyrants 7 without the comforts of 
freedom and genius, her ancient cities were again plunged 
in foreign and intestine war; and if servitude he preferable 
to anarchy, they might repose wdth joy under the Turkish 
yoke. I shall not pursue the obscure and various dynasties, 
that rose and fell on the continent or in the isles; but our 
Silence on the fate of Athens f, would argue a sfrange in> 
gratitude to the first and purest school of liberal science 
and amusement. In the partition of the empire, the prin- 
cipality*of x\tliens and Thebes was assigned to Otho cle la 
Roche, a noble wauior of Burgundy J:, with the title of 
great duke§, which the Latins undei stood in their own 
sense, and the Gieeks inoie foolishly derived from the age 
of Constantine !!♦ Otho followed the slanclaid of the mar- 

* The Catalan war is most copiously lolaterl ]>v Paebymer, in the xilh, 
jciitlj, and \iiith books, oil he breaks otf in the year J.^OS. Niceplioru', 
Qfegoias (I. vii 3 — G.) is more coiuise and complete. Ducange, Mdio 
adopts these adventuu IS as Fieiuh, has hunted their footsteps with his 
usual diligence (I list, de C. P. 1. G. c. — tG.). lie cpiotes an Ajrngo- 
nese history, whi( h 1 lia\ e i cad with pleasure, nndwlmh the Spauiaids 
fxlol as a ipodcl of style and oo'tnposition (Expcdiciou de los Caialanes y 
Ai lagonc'^cs couti a 'I’uicos v (.iicgos, B.iuelona, iG'i.S, inquaito^ Ma- 
drid, J777, in octavo;. Don luanusco cie Moncada, Conde de (Jsona,- may 
imitate C lesar or Sallust; lie inav tianscril)e the Greek 01 Italian coiitciu. 
poraries- hut he never <| notes bis authorities, and 1 cannot discei n any 
national iccords ot ttie exploits of his countiymen. 

t See the lahoiious hntoiy of Ducange, whose accurate table of the 
French dynasties recapitulates the thuty-five passages in whuh lie 
mentions the dukes of Athens. 

+ He is twice mentioned by Villehaidonin with honour (J'fo. 151 ). 

and under the first passage, Ducange obsei ves all that can be known ot 
his jjeison and family. 

^ loom these Gatin princes of the xivth century, Boccace, Chaucer, 
and Shaks)3caie, have hoi rowed their 'I hebeus du/,e of Athens. An ij- 
nbianiage Irau^sfers its onvu language and maimers to the most distant 
times. 

11 The same Constantine uave to Sicily a king, to Russia the rnatTnui 
dnpiftr (}{ the empire, to 'Pliebes the pnm/rerna : and the^e al)suid ta- 
bles aie propeily lashexl by Ducangc (ad Nicejibor. Greg. 1. vn. c.r>). 
By* the Latin’^, the Loid of rhebes was styled, by Qorrnpticui, the 
Kunoc, pr Grand Sirei 


2T^ 
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quis of Montferrat; the am<ple state which he acquired by 
a miracle of conduct or fortune', was peaceably inherited 
by his son and two grandsons, till the family, though not 
the nation, was changed, by the inairiage of an heiress, 
into the eldei branch of the house of Biiennc, The son of 
that maniage, Walter de Rrienne, succeeded to the duchy 
of Athens; and, with the aid of some Catalan mercenaries, 
whom he invested witli fiefs, reduced above thiity castles of 
the vassal or ncighbouiing lords. But when he was infoirned 
of the approacli and ambition of the great company, he 
collected a foice of seven bundled kniglits, six thousand 
four hundred horse, and eight lliousand fool, and boldly 
met them on tlie banks of the uver Cephisns in Boeotia. 
Tfie Catalans amounted to no inoie than three thousand 
five hundred horse, and four thousand foot: but the de- 
ficiency of runnheis wa* compcii'^ated by stratagem and 
order. They foimed round then camp an artificial inunda- 
tion ; the duke and his knights advanced without fear or 
prceauliou on the verclaui meadow: tbeii liojses plunged 
into the bog; and he was ( tu in pieces^ with the gieatest 
pait ot the Fumch cM\«diy. lit- iamily and nation w-eie 
ex[)elled; and h;^ son do Ihienne, the titular duke 

ot Athens, the t\iaiU ot I'loreuee, mid the constable of 
ihanee, lost Ins life in llie tield ut Attica and 

Baiotici wcie the u wauK of the vu toi lo-is Catalans : they 
inaiiied the widows and daiightei^ o{ the >lain ; and during 
finirteen veai^, the gieat company was the tenor of the 
I ireciati states, h’lieii laetiou', (iio\e llieiii to acknowledge 
the soveieignty u( tlic house of Aiiagon; and duiing llie 
lemainder ol llie ioiii t«H'nlii etntinv, Aihens, as a govern- 
ment or an appanag**, was ''ue(H‘vi\rly bestowed by the 
kings ot Siejly. Ailei the i'lem h and Catalans, the tliiid 
dynasty was tliat t>i tlie A('eaioli, a tmniiy, ])lebeian at Ido- 
rmiee, potent ar Na[des, and su\e;eign in Greece* Atlien^, 
which they embeliished wnh nevv buildings, became the 
ea[)ital ot a ':t.it(‘, that exiemled o\ei Tliebes, Aigos, Cd- 

* Mbonr Hr '\,is probably leceivcd by Mi« 

( hou nt» itir ,iM tibr hup v\ lu. baU ik itaulcd Athens against llie 
i\ i mt lau «a.;utu‘' \ Nt in Ikilawiiw ). Michael was thebiotber of 
^he hi tonan NireUi'-. anvi fiis em <Muuini of \ iheiis is still extant in MS. 
.fi til. Lt'ciii y\i) bbjai N vlAbliC* IhbllcL « ' turn. Vl. p. 40£>.). 
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nntb, Dpl[>hi, and a pait of 'fbessaly; and their reign was 
Hnally determined by Mahomet the seeorKi, who strangled 
Uie la.^t diike, and educated hib sons in tlie discipline and 
lehgion of the seraglio. 

Athens'*', though no more th in the shadow of her former 
self, still contains about eight oi ton thousand inluibitants: 
of these, three fouillisaie (iireeks in lohgion and language; 
and the Turks, who compose the jemaindor, have ie» 
laxed, ill their inteicourse witli the citizens, somewhat of 
llie pride and gravity of their national chaiacter. The 
ohve-tiee, the gift of Minerva, flourishes in Attica; nor 
has the honey of mount Hyiiiettus lost any pait of its ex- 
quisite flavour t : but the languid trade is monopolised by 
stiangers; and the agiicultuie of a barion land is abandoned 
to the vagrant M alachians. I'he Athenians are still dis- 
tinguished by the subtlety and acuteness of their under-* 
standings: but these qualities, unless ennobled by freedom 
and enlightened by study, will degcLciate into a low and 
selfish cmuiing: and it is a proveibial s. tying of the country. 
From tlie Jews of Thcss.domca, the Tuiks of Negio,pont, 
and the Gieeks of Athens, good Loid delivei us!” This 
artful people has eluded the tyianny of‘ the Turkish bashaws, 
by an expedient which alleviates their servitude and aggia- 
^ates I heir shcirne. About the middle of the last century, 
the Athenians chose for their protc'ctor the kislar Aga, oi 
chief black eunuch of the seraglio. I'his ilvililopian slave, 
uiio possesses the sultan’s ear, condescends to accept the 
tiibute of tliiity thousand crouns, his lieiuen.uit, the A\^ay- 
wode, whom lie annually confirms, ina^ icscivefoi his own 
about five or six thousand moix ; and such is the policy of 
the citizens, that they seldom fad to leinovc and punish an 

* The modern accoiUit of Athens, and the Athenian-, i', extract, d 
fmni Spun (V^oya^"e eu (ocece, tom. ii. p, 79—199 ) and \\ licelcr ( I <a- 
\els^iiUo (Jiecce, p. 337 — 114 ), Stuart (Ann<juiiies of Aihens, pas«un), 
and Chandler (d'uweU into (jreeer, p. — 17‘^ > The tirst ot theiic 
trruellcjs visited Greece in the }ear lC70, the last 170^#, and ninety yais 
hid not produced much ditference in tlie tianquil scene. 

t 'rhe ancients, or at least the Athenians, believed that all the bees in 
the world had been piojiagated tioni mount llyinettus. 'J'hey taught, 
that liealih might be piesci ved, and life prolonged, by the external n^eof 
oil, and the internal use of honey ((Feoponica, 1. xv. c. 7-p- 1089 — 1094* 
edit. Nic]a.s^. 
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oppressive governor. TheU private differences arc decided 
by the archbishop, one of the richest prelates of the Greek 
church, since he possesses a revenue of one thousand pounds 
sterling; and by a tribunal of the eight geronti or elders?, 
chosen in the eight quarters of the city: the noble families 
cannot trace their pedigiee above three bundled years; but 
their principal members are distinguished by a grave de- 
meanour, a fur-cap, and the lofty appellation of archop. 
By some, who delight in the contrast, the modern language 
of -Athens is repiesented as the most corrupt and barbaious 
of the seventy dialects of the vulgar Greek* : this picture 
is too daikly coloured ; but it would iot be easy, in the 
country of Plato and Demosthenes, find a reader, er a 
copy of their woik.^. The Athenians walk with supine indif- 
ference among tlie gloiious ruins of antiquity; and such is 
the debasement of their character, that they are incapable 
of admiring the genius of their piedcccssorsf . 

• Ducan^e, GIfJbsar. Gitc. Pra'fat. p. 8. who quotes for his author 
Theodosius Zy^omalas, a modem ^lanmiai lan. Yet Spoil (lorn. ii. p. 
194.) and Wheeler (p. no incompetent judges, entertain a more 

fSavourable opinion of the Attic dialect. 

t Yet we must not acruse them of coiruptiiu: the name of Athens, 
which they still call Atlmii. From the ti; we have formed our 

own barbarism of Setifies, 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

Civil Wars, and Ruin of the Greek Empire.* — Reigm of 
jindronicus, the Elder and Younger ^ and John Palmolo^ 
gus. — Regency, Revolt, Reign, and Abdication of John 
Cantacuzene. — Escablishment of a Genoese Colony at 
Peru or Galata.— Their fVars with the Empire and City 
if Constantinople. 

TT H E long reign of Andronicus * the elder is chiefly me- 
morable, by the disputes of the Greek church, the invasion of 
the Catalans, and the rise of the Ottoman power. He is cele- 
brate<l as the most learned and virtuous prince of the age ; 
but such virtue, and such learning, contributed neither to the 
perlection of the individual, nor to the happiness of society. 
A slave of the most abject superstition, lie was surrounded 
on all sides by visible and invisible enemies ; nor were the 
flames of hell less dreadful to his fancy, than those of a 
Catalan or Tuikish war. Under the reign of the Palaeologi, 
the choice of the patriarch was the most important business 
of the state ; the heads of the Greek church were ambitious 
and fanatic monks; and their vices or virtues, their learning 
or ignorance, were equally mischievous or contemptible. By 
his intemperate discipline, the patriarch Athanasius + exci- 
ted tlie hatred of the clergy and people : he was heard to 
declare, that the sinner should swallow the last dregs of the 
cup of penance ; and the foolibh tale was propagated, of his 
punisliing a sacrilegious ass that had tasted the lettuce of a 
(invent garden. Driven from the throne by the universal cla- 
mour, Athanasius composed, before his retreat, two paper^ of 
4 very opposite cast. His public testament was in the tone 

,♦ Andronicus himself will justify our freedom in the invective (Nicephorus 
Grejjorafe, 1 i. c l ). which he pionouiiccd against historic falsehood. It U 
true that his censure is more pointedly urged against calumny than against 
adulation. 

t Eor the anathema m the pigeon’s nest, see Pachymer, (1. ix. c. 24 .), who 
relates the general history of Athanasius (1. viu c. 13 — 16. 20 — 24 . I. x. c. 27 
—•29 31 — 36 xi. c. 1 — 3 . .1, 6. J. xiii. c 8.10 23 . 35 .), and is followed hy 
Kicephorus Gregoras (I vi c 5 7 1 . vii.c. 1*9), who includes the second 
retreat of •this second C hrysostom. 
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of charity and resignation :* the private codicil breathed the 
direst anathemas against the authors of his disgrace, whom 
he excluded for ever from the communion of the holy trinity, 
the angels, and the saints. This last paper he inclosed in an 
f^fthen- pot, which w^as placed, by his order, on the top of 
one of the pillars in the dome of St. Sophia, in the distant 
hope of discovery and rtvenge. At the end of four years, 
some youths, climbing by a ladder in seairh of pigeons’ nesis, 
delected the fatal secret; and, as Andionicus felt himself 
touclud and bound b}' the excommunication, he trembled on 
the brink of the abyss v Inch had been so treacherously dug 
undei hU feet. A synod of bishops wa^ instantly convened 
to debate this important question ; the rashness of these 
clandestine anatliemas was generally condemned ; hut as the 
knot could be untied only by the same hand, as that hand 
was now deprived of the crosier, it appt ared that this po^thu- 
mows decree was irrevocable by an earthly power. Som*^ 
faint testimonies of repentance and pardon were extorted 
horn the author of the mischief; hut the ronsc.ience of the 
emperor W'as still wounded, and lie desired, with no less 
ardour than Athanasius himself, the restoration at a patriarcdi, 
by whom alone he could be healed. At the dead of night, 
a monk rudely knocked at the door of the royal bed-chamber, 
announcing a revelation of plague and famine, of inundations 
and earthquakes. Andronicus started from his heel, and spent 
the night m pra3er, till lie felt, or thought that he felt, a 
sbght motion of the earth. I’he en'ij)eror on fbot led the 
bishops and monks to the ccdl of Athanasius; and, after a 
projx'T resistance, the saint, from v^hom tins ine^ssagc had 
l>coi) sent, consented to absolve tlie prince, and govern the 
church, of Constantinojile. Untamed by disgrace, and har- 
dened l)y solitude, the shepherd ^as again odious to ItiQ 
flock ; and his enemies contrived a singular, and, as it proved, 
a successful, mode of revenge. In* the night, they stole aw^y 
the footstool or loot-clotli of his throne, which lliey secretly 
replaa^d with the decoration of a satirical picture. The 
emperor was painted with a bridle in Ids mouth, and Atha- 
nasius hading the tractable beast to the feet of Christ. T he 
authors of the libel w’ere detected and punished ; but as tlieir 
lives bad been spared, the Christian priest in sullen indigna- 
‘ tion retired to his cell , and ihe eyes of -^ndronibus, which 
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had been opeiied for a moment, were again closed by his suc- 
cessor. ^ 

If this transaction be one of the most curious and impor- 
tant of a reign of fifty years, I cannot at least accuse, the bre-^ 
vity of my raateridls, since I reduce into some few p^ges the 
enormous folios of Pachymer-^/ Cantacuzene f , and Nice- 
phoros Gregt)ras:f, who have compesed the prolix and Ian** 
guid story of the times. The name and situation of the 
emperor John Cantacuzene might inspire the most lively 
curiosity. His memorials of forty years extend from the 
revolt of the younger Andronicus to his own abdication of 
the empire ; and it is observed', that, like Moses and Csesar, 
1k< was the principal actor in the scenes which he describes* 
But in this eloquent work, we should vainly seek the sincerity 
of an hero pr a penitent. Retired in a cloyster from the 
vices and passions of the world, he presents not a confession, 
but an apology, of the life of an ambitious statesman. 
Instead of unfold mg the true counsels and characters of men, 
he displays the smooth and specious surface of events, highly 
varnished with lus own praises and those of his friends. 
Their motives are always pure ; iheir ends always legitimate: 
they conspire and rebel without any views of interest; and 
the violence which they inflict or sufi'er is celebrated as the 
spontaneous effect of reason and virtue* 

After the examjde of the first of the Palseologi, the elder 
Andronicus associated his son Michael to the honours of the 
purple ; and from the age of eighteen to his premature death, 
that prince was acknowledged, above twenty-five years, as * 
the second emperor of the Greeks At the head of an 


♦ Pacliyniel*, in seren books, 377 folio pa^cs, describes the 6r8t twenty-six 
years of Andrcuaicilit the Elder; And inftrks the datt of his compoliition by th6 
curiei|t new* or lie of the day (A, D. 1303 }. Either death or disgfust prev^U 
ed him from resutnin^ fhe pen. - ^ 

t After an interval of twelve years, from the conclundon of Pachymer, Can-^ 
tacuzenus takes up the pen ; and his first book (c 1—59. p. 9— no ) relate* 
the rftil war, and the eight fast years of the elder Andronfeus. ^he ingenious 
compafiTon with looses and Caesar, is fancied by his Preneb translator, the 
president Cousin. 

t Nipephorus Gregoras more briefly includes the entire life and reign of i 
Audrmiicus the Elder (t vi. e. 1. 1. i. p. 96—291.). Tbjs^is the pwt of 
which Cantacuzene complains as a false and malicious representation of hit 
conduct. 

^ He was crowned May sut, 1295 , and died October 12th, }S2Q (Ducang^ ^ 
Pam. Byz. p. 239 ). His brother Theodore, by a second murage, 
the inai'q^uisate of Montfisrrat, apoatstiled^ko the religion and mannersef the 
Eatinb {'At* aai km flrw ao* xat yimup MOfot %m Vans 

Vot.vtii. - 2tr 
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array, he excited neither the fears of the en§my, nor the jea- 
lousy of the court ; his ‘modesty and patience were never 
tempted to compute the years of his father; nor was that 
father compelled to repent of his liberality either by the vir- 
tues or vices of his son. The son of Michael was named 
Andronicus from his grandfather, to whose early favour lie ,, 
was introduced by tliat'iiominal resemblance. The blossoms 
of wit and beauty incieasecl the fondness of the elder Andro- 
nkus ; and, with the common vanity of the age, he expected 
to realize in the second, the hope which had been disap- 
pointed in the first, generation. The boy was educated in 
the palace as an heir and a favourite ; and in the oaths and 
acclamations of the people, the augint triad was formed by 
the names of the father? the son, and the grandson. But the 
younger Andronicus was speedily corrupted by his infant 
greatness, while he beheld with puerile impatience the dou- 
ble obstacle that hung, and might long hang, over his rising 
ambition. It was not to acquire fame, or to diffuse happiness, 
that he so eagerly aspired : wealth and impunity were in his 
eyes the most precious attributes of a monarch ; and his first 
indiscreet demand was the sovereignty of some rfch feind fer- 
tile island, where he might lead a life of ind^Slterfence and 
pleasure. The em[}eror was oflended by loud and fte- 
quent intemperance which disturbed Ms capital : the suras 
which his parsimony denied were supplied by the Genoese 
usurers of Pera ; and the oppressive debt, which consolidated 
the interest of a faction, could be discharged only by a revo- 
* lution. A beautiful female, a matron in rank, a prostitute'in 
manners, had instructed the younger Andronicus in the rudi- 
ments of love ; but he had reason to suspect the nocturnal 
visits of a rival ; and a stranger passing through the street 
was pierced, by the arrows of his guards, who were placed 
in ambush at her door. That stranger was his brother, prince 
Manuel, who languished and died of his wound ; and the 
emperor Midiael, their common fiither, whofe health >a9 in 
a declining state, expired on the eighth day, lamenting tfie 
loss of both hie children However guiltless in his inten- 


mtfmfm* Kic. Gmg. 1. it. c. i .), and founded a dynasty of 
Uaiian (itinces, whidi was extinnaiio^' A. 0., isids (Ditcinsn, Fam. Byz. 
p. ass.). ^ j 

♦ Wc am indclited to Nkephornt GrogoraS (1. riil. c. i.) for tlic knowledipe 
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tiqn, the younger Andronicus mig^ht impute ^ brxjtUer’fS «and ^ 
fatheis deatli to the cousequenc* of his own vices; and 
deep was the sigh of thinking and feeling jenen, when they 
perceived, instead of sorrow and repentance, Ids ili-disse^- 
bled joy on the removal of two odious competitors. By 
melancholy events, and the increase of his disorders, the 
mind of the elder emperor was grjadually alietraied ; and, 
idler many fruitless reproofs, he transfewed on another 
grandson ^ his hopes and afFecUon. The change wa* 
announced by the new oath of allegiance to the reigning 
sovereign, and Uie person whom he should appoint for his 
fcuccessor; and the acknowledged lieir, after a lepetition of 
insults and complaints; was exposed to the indignity of a 
public trial. Before the sentence, which would probably 
have condemned him to a dungeon or a cell, the emperor was 
informed that the palace courts were filled with the armed 
followers of his grandson ; the judgment was softened to a 
treaty of reconciliation ; and the triumphant escape of the 
prince encouraged the ardour of the younger faction. 

Yet the capital, the clergy, and the senate, adhered to the 
person, or at least to the government, of tlte old emperor; 
and it was only in the provinces, flight, and revolt, and 
foieign succour, that the malecontents could hope to vindi- 
cate their cause luid subvcit his throne. The soul of the 
enierprize was the great domestic John Cantacuzene : the 
sally from Constantinople is the first date of his actions and 
memorials ; and if Iiis own pen be most descriptive of hit 
patriotism, an unfriendly historian has not refused to celei- 
brate the zeal and ability which he displayed in the service of 
the young emperor. That prince escaped from the capital 
under the pretence of hunting;, erected his standard at 
Ailp^ianople ; and, in a few days, assembled fifty thousand 
hoi^jia and foot, whom neither honour nor duty c^uld have 
arx«^ against the Barbarians. Such a force might have 
sa«^or commanded the empire; but their counsels were 
discordant, their motions were slow and doubtful, and their 

of this tragic adventure : while Cantacuajene more discreetly conceals the 
vices of Andronicus the Younger, of which he was the and jj^achaps 

the associate (1. i. c. 1, &c.)- ‘ 

♦ His destined heir was Michael Catharus, the bastard of ConstantiuelPl 
second son. In this ^project of excluding his grandson Andronicus, Nioi> 
phortts Gregoras (1. viii. c. 3.) agrees with Caniactuene (1. i. c. J, 

, sue 
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progress was checked by# intrigue* and negocidtion. The 
quarrel of the two Andro\iici was protracted^ and suspended, 
and renewed, during a ruinous period of seven years* In 
the first treaty, the relics of the Greek empire were divided : 
Constantinople, Tbessalonica, and the islands, were left to 
the elder, while the younger acquired the sovereignty of the 
greatest part of Thrace, from Philippi to the Byzantine 
limit. By the second treaty, he stipulated the payment of hU 
troops, his immediate coronation, and' an adequate share of 
the power and revenue of the state. The thiixJ civil War was 
terminated by the surprise of Constantinople, the final re- 
treat of the old emperor, and the sole reign of his victorious 
grandson. The reasons of this delay may be found in the 
characters of the^men and of the times. When the heir of 
the monarchy first pleaded his wrongs and his apprehensions, 
he was heard with pity and applause : and his adherents 
repeated on all sides the inconsistent promise, that he would 
increase the pay of the soldiers and alleviate the burthens of 
the people. The grievances of forty years were mingled in 
his revolt; and the rising generation was fatigued by the 
endless prospect of a reign, whose favourites and maxims 
were of other times. Tlie youth of Andronicus had been 
without spirit, his age was without reverence : his taxes pro- 
duced an annual revenue of five hundred thousand pounds : 
yet the richest of the sovereigns of Chiistendom was incapa- 
ble of maintaining three thousand horse and twenty gallics, 
to resist the destructive progress of the Turks How 

f** different,*’ said the younger Andronicus, is my situation 
from that of the son of Philip! Alexander might com- 
plain, that his father would leave him nothing to conquer : 
alas! my grandsire will leave me nothing to lose.” But 
the Greeks were soon admonished, that the public disorders 
could 110^; be healed by a civil war; and that their young 
favourite was not destined to be the saviour of a falling em- 
pire. On the first repulse, his party was brokefi by his wwn 
levity, their intestine discord, and the intrigues of the ancient 
court, which tempted each malecontent to desert or betray 

♦ See Niceplioms Gregora#, I* viiL c. 6, Tbe younger Andronicus com* 
plniiica, that in four years^ and four months a sum of 350,000 byzants of gold 
'voK (li>e t6 him for the expences of his household (Cantaenzen. I. i. r. 4S.)t 
Yet he would have remitted the debt, if he might have been aUowcd squeeze 
the turmers of the revenue.^ 
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the cause of rebellion. Andronicns the yotin^er ’wAs toliched 
with reraorse, or fatigned with business, or deceived by nego* 
ciation : pleasure rather than power was his aim ; and the 
licence of maintaining a thousand hounds, a thousand hawks^ 
and a thousand huntsmen, was sufficient to sully his fainC)* 
and disarm his ambition. 

Let us now survey the catastrophe of this busy plot, and 
the final situation of the principal actors*. The. age of 
Audronicus was consumed in civil discord; and amidst the 
events of war and treaty, his power and reputation con- 
tinually decayed, till the fatal night in which the gates of the 
city and palace were opened without resistance to bi.s grand- 
^ son. His principal commander scorned the repeated ^t*n- 
ings of danger; and retiring to rest in the vain security of 
ignorance, abandoned the feeble monarch, with some priests 
and pages, to the terrors of a sleepless night. These terrors 
were quickly realized by the hostile shouts, which proclaimed 
thelititles and victory of Andronicus the Younger; and the 
agdd emperor, falling prostrate before an image of the Virgin, 
dispatched a suppliant message to resign the sceptre, and to 
obtain his life at the hands of the conqueror. The answer 
of his grandson was decent and pious ; at the prayer of his 
friends, the younger Andronicus assumed the sole admini- 
stration; but the elder still enjoyed the name and ' pre- 
eminence of the first emperor, the use of the great palace, 
and a pension of twenty-four thousand pieces of gold, one 
half of which was assigned on the royal treasure, and the 
other on the fishery of Constantinople. But his impotenc«A 
was soon exposed to contempt and oblivion ; the vast silence 
of t\}e palace was disturbed only by the cattle and poultry of 
“the neighbourhood, which roved with impunity through the 
solitary courts; and a reduced allowance of ten thousand 
pieces of gold f was all that he could ask, aiid mere than 
he could hope. His calamities were embittered by the 
gratfSaf extiftetion of sight: bis confinement was rendered 
each day more rigorous ; and during the absence and sick- 

* 1 follow the chronology of Nicephorus Gregorao, who is rei&iark$lily 
It is proved that Cantacuzene has mistaken the dates of his 
acttoo8,*or rather that his text has been corrupted by ignorant transd^ibera. 

f 1 have endeavouved to reconcile the 34,000 pieces of Cmitacuaene {1. U, 
c. i,) wth the 10,000 of Nicephorus Gregoras (\. ix. C. «.)> the one of whom 
wished to soiften, the other to magtiily, the hardsmps oC the old empmr. 
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ness of bisgrundsoD^ bis inhuman IceeperSi by the threats of 
instant deaths cjcmpellod Vim to exchange the purple for the 
monastic habit and profession. The monk Antony had 
renounced the pomp of the world ; yet he had occasion for 
a coarse fur in the winter season, and as wine was foi^bidden 
by his confessor, and water by his physician, the sherbet of 
E^pt was bis common drink. It was not without difficulty 
that the late emperor could procure three or four pieces to 
‘Satisfy tthese simple wants ; and if he bestowed the gold to 
lelieve the more painful distress of a fiiend^ tlie sacrifice is of 
some weight in the scale of humanity and religion. Four 
years after his abdication, Andronicus or Antony expired in 
a c^l, in the seventy-fourth year of his age : and the last 
tttram of adulation could only promise a iiioie splendid crown 
of glory in heaven, than he had enjoyed upon earth 

Nor was the reign of the younger, more glorious or for- 
itunate than that gf the elder, Andronicus f. He .gathered 
the fruits of ambition ; but the taste was transient and h||iar i: 
in the supreme station he lost the remains of his ibrly 
popularity ; avid the defects of his character became still 
more conspicuous to th^ world. The public leproacli urged 
bim to march in person against the Turks; nor did his 
oourage fad in the hour of trial ; but a defeat and a wound 
were the only trophies of his expedition in Asia, wliich con- 
iirmed the establishment of the Ottoman monarchy. The 
abuses of the civil government attained their full maturity 
and perfection : his neglect of forms, and the confusion of 
Aiational dresses, are deplored by the Greeks as the fatal 
symptoms -of the decay of the empire. Andronicus was old 
before his time : >l}he intemperance of youth had accelerated 
the infirmities of age ; and after being rescued fi^om a dan- 
gerous malady by matuic, or physic, or the Virgia> be was 
matched away before be bad accomplished his forty-fifth 
3rear. He was twice -married ; and as the progress of the 
fLatitis in arms and arts had softened the prejudiced the 

* See Nicephorus Gregora* (1. ix. 6, 7, 8. 10. 34. 1. x. c. 1.). The historian 
httU of the -prosperUy, -and ««h»red the retreat, of his b€nefacH)r j and 

that friendship, which “ waits. or to thescaffold or the cel!,'’ should Hot lightly . 
br arcusedas “ a^hirelin^, aprpstitutc to piwse.’^ 

Y The sole reign of Androniois the ^younger is desonbedfby CautooiKene 
^1. p. afid Nic^horas Grtgoras, 1. ix. xi, e. li.- 

I». afilO- 



Byzantine cmvt, bmtwo mwen we*e chosea? in thtt pili^icely 
houses of Geiimony and Italy. Tbe fi!jst,^iigriej» ftl iiotn^ 
Irene in (rceece, was daughter of the duke of Bitinswidi. 
Her father*^ was a petty lordf in the poor and savage 
regions of the nortli of Germany j;: yet he derived some 
revenue from his silver mines and his fan^ ^ celebrated 
by the Greeks as the most ancient and nobjrfof th^ Teutonic 
name 1|. After the death of this childle|(|r princess. And ro* 
nicus sought In marriage Jane, the si^r of the count of 
Savoy and his suit was preferred j(b that of the French 

kingtt* The count respected injliis sister the superior 
majesty of a Roman empress ; b#f retinue was composed of 

♦ Ague*?, or Irenr, was the of duke Henry the W’^onderfut, th« 

chief of the house of Brunswick, the fbuHh iii descent ftbm the fuDiotis 
Heniy the Lion, duke of Saffcoay Ulld Bavaria, and conqueror of the Sian, on 
the Baltic coast. Her brotl^ll* Henry was suiuained the Greeks from his tw^o 
jouruies into the East .liffCr these journies wire subsequent to his »ister^ 
uiuniag^e^ and 1 how, A^ies wan ciiscovrrcd in the heart of Gew- 

many, and leotnatffended to the Byzantine court (Riraius, Memoirs of the 
Jblouse of Brtumvick, p. 137.), 

t Henry the Wonderful was the founder of the branch of (|i rube nh age h, 
extinct in the year lv^'96 (Rimius, p. 287*). He resided in the castle of Wol- 
feiibuttei, and possessed no more than » ai?(th puit of the allodial estates of 
Brunswick and Luneburgh, which the Guelph family had saved from the 
confiscation of tlieir great fiefa. The frequent partitions among brothers, 
bad almost ruined tbo princely houses of Germany, till that just, though per- 
nicious, law was slowly superseded by tbc riobt of purnogeniturc# The prin- 
cipality of Grubenhugen, one of the last remains of tlie Hercynian forest, is a 
woody, inountaiuoua, and barren tract (Busching’s Geography, vol. vi. p, 270 
— 286 . Eiiglisb translation). 

J 1 he royal author of the Memoirs of Brandenburgh will tjcach ns, how 
justly, in a much later pei lod, the north of Germany deserved the epithets of 
poor and barbarous (Essai sur les Moeurs, &c ). In the year l 3 o 6 , in the 
woods of Luneluirgh, some wild people of the Veoed race were allowed to 
bury alive their iiitiim and useless parents (Rimius, p. 136 .). a 

§ The assertion of Tacitus, that Germany w as destitute of the preciotia 
metals, must be taken, even in lus own time, with some litnitation (Germania, 
c 5. Aiinal. xi 20 ). Atcording to Spdicer (Hist GerinameePragmaticajjtom. 1. 
p. 351 .). ArnentiCcfninop 111 Hercymis inontibu^, nuperantc Othone magno 
(A. i). 968) prinium aperta?, largam etiiun opes augendi dederunt copimp ; but 
Rimius (p 258 , 259 ) defers till the year loid the discovery of the silver mines 
of Grubeahagen, or the Upper Uartz, which wei'e productive in the bcgin- 
nmg of the xivth century, and which still yield a considerable revenue to the 
bouse of Brunswick. 

li Cantacuzeue has given a most liononl-sdilfe testimony, m ^ 

(the pmdeiii Greeks employ the si for the mm the 
/w-T for the / 3 , and the whole will read in the Italian idiom di Brunzuic), t« 
w«pl tti>T0K y.ut Xa^^rpoTsTi vuvreti t«5 vwtp0»>Jvorroi 

7 n The praise is just iti itself, and pleasing to an English ear. 

** Anne, or Jane, was one of the four daughters of Ame^e the Greht, hy a 
occopd marring^) mid half-sister of his suceessor count Of Savoy 

(Aiidefson*0 TableSi p. 650.), See Canhicuzene (I. i. c,;i 40 — 43 .). 

ft That king, if the fact he true, must have been Charles the Fair, who m 
five years (1321— I 32 d) was married to tblxje wives (Anderson, p» #H.). Anne 
Vf Savoy KtTiyed at Constantmople in February 13 * 6 . 
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^nights aftd ladies; she»was regenerated iBlnd crowned in 
St. &phia, under the r&ore orthodox appellation 15f Anne; 
and, at the nuptial feast, the Greeks* and Italians vied with 
eacli€Rher in the martial exercises of tilts and tournaments. 

The empress Anne of Savoy survived her htrsban#-: their 
son, John Pateologus, was left an orphan and an emperor, 
ill the ninth yl|^r of «hi 3 age ; and his weakness was pro- 
lected by the firsthand most deserving of the Greeks. The 
long and cordial ftiendship of his father for John Cantacu- 
ssene is alike Iionou^^ble to the prince and the subject. It 
had been formed amidst the pleasures Of their youth: their 
families were almost equally noble ; and the recent lustre 
of the purple was amply compensated by the energy of a 
private education. We have seen that the young emperor 
was saved by Cantacuzene froriii the power of his grand- 
father ; and, after six years of civil War, the same favourite 
brought him back in triumph to the palRce of Constimti* 
nople. Under the reign of Andronicus the younger, thi 
great domestic ruled the emperor and the empire ; and it waj 
by his valour and conduct that the isle of Lesbos and the 
principality of jdStolia were restored to their ancient allegi- 
ance.' His enemies confess, that, among the public robbers, 
Cantacuzene alone Was moderate and abstemious; and the 
free and voluntary account which he produces of his own 
wealth t may sustain the presumption that it was devolved 
by inheritance, and not accumlilated by rapine. He does 
not indeed specify the value of his money, plate, and jewels; 
yet, after a voluntary gift of two hundred vases of silver, 
after much had been secreted by his friends and plundered 
hy his foes, his forfeit treasures were sufficient foT the equip- 
ment of a fleet of seventy gallies. He does not measure the 
size and number of his estates ; but his granaries were heaped 
with an incredible store of wheat and barley ; and the labour 
of a thousand yoke of oxen might qultivate, according td the 
practice of antiquity, about sUty-two thousand“five fliiWred 
acres of arable land His pastures were stocked with two * . 

♦ Tlip net of the CttttacwTii {iUustriout from the xith i^ntury in 
the drowttfrom the Paltditflof France, the heroeaof 

thote roamnets, which in the xiuth century were translated and read by the 
Clreeks (^CfUfse, Fam. Bymt p. 

j; t ^c]Cf[itaicua;eBe (I iii. c. 94. so. . 
t aaiema, in Gaul, and qolttmella,^ in Italy o? Spain, nllew two yc^ of 
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tliou^nud five Imn^red brood m^res, two bundr^ cameli, 
three hi|pdred mules, five lumdrtid asses, five thousand 
lioriwd cattle, fifty bogs, and seventy ^^thousand 

sheep ; a precious record of rural opulence, in the last 
period jpf the empire, and in a land, most probably in Thrace, 
so repeatedly wasted by foreign and domestic hostility. The 
favour of Cantapuzene was above .his fortune. In the 
iiiameats of familiarity, in the hour of sickness, the emperor 
was desirous to level the distance between them, and pressed 
bis friend to accept the diadem and purple. The virtue of 
the great domestic, '^V'hich is attested by his own pen, resisted 
the dangerous proposal ; but the last testament of Androun. 
cus the younger named him ^he guardian of his son, ^od the 
regent of the empire. 

Had the regent found a suitable return qf^ obedience and 
gratitude, perhaps he would have acted with pure and zealous 
fidelity in tlie service of hfs pupil +. A guard of five hun- 
dred soldiers watched over his person and the palace ; the 
funeral of the late emperor was decently performed; the 
capital was silent and submissive; and five hundred letters, 
which CanUicuzene dispatched in the first month, informed 
the provinces of their loss and their duty. The prospect of 
a tfunquil minority was blasted by the great duke or admiral 
Apocauciis; and to exaggerate his perfidy, the Imperial 
historian is pleased to magnify his own imprudence, in rais- 
ing him to that oflice against the advice of his more sagaci- 
ous sovereign. BoW and subtle, rapacious and profuse, the 
avarice and ambition of Apocaucus wefe by turns subservient' 
to each other ; and his talents were applied to the ruin of his 
country. His arrogance was heightened by the command of 
a naval force and an impregnable castle, and under the mask 
of oaths jmd flattery he secretly conspired against his bene- 


^xen, two drivers, and sw labourers, for two buni^red ji^^ers (135 £ng]is!| 
acres) of ^ fumble land, and three 'more men must he added if tb^rebetaueb 
undefwood (Columella dc Re Rustic^, 1 ii. c, 13 . p. 441. edit Gesner). 

* In this enumeration (1. iii. c. 30.), the French translation of the president 
‘ Cousin is blotted with three palpable and essential errors. 1 . He omits thV 
1000 yoke of working oxen. 2 , He interprets the oriFTaxomai 
by the number of fifieen bundfred. 3 . He confounds myriads wHh chiliada, 
‘ and* gives Cantacuzene no more than SOOO hogs. Put no^ your trust in traos-^ 
latiws ! ' 

the regency and reign of John Cantacuzenus, and the whole progress 
•f the civil war, in his own history (I. iii. c. i—* 100. p. 34S-— 700 .), and in that 
•f Nicephorus Gregoras (1. xii. c. 1 .p— 1. xv. c. 9 . p, 353«wl9^.)* 

VoL Vlll. 2 X 
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^he female couit of the etnpresrs was bribe# an fl 
flirected : htSt encouragetf Anne of Savoy to asserfl by the 
law of niture, the tutelage ol^ her son;* the love of “^wer 
was disguised by the anxiety of maternal tenderness ; and the 
founder of the Palseologi had instructed his poat^ity to 
dread the example of a perfidious guardian. The patriarch 
John of Apri was a proud and feeble old man, encompassed 
by a numerous and hungry kindred. He produced an obso- 
lete epistle of Andronicus, which bequeathed the prince and 
people to his pious care : the fate of his predecessor Arseniys 
prompted him to prevent, rather than pmish, the crimes of 
an usurper ; and Apocaucus smiled at the success of his own 
flattery, when he beheld the Byzantine priest assuming the 
state and temporal claims of the Roman pontiff^. Between 
three persons so different in their situation and character, a 
private league was* concluded ; a shadow of authority was 
restored to the senate; and the people was temjjted by the 
name of freedom. By this powerful confederacy, the great 
domestic was assaulted at first with clandestine, at length 
with open, arms. His prerogatives w^ere disputed ; his opi- 
nion slighted ; his friends persecuted ; and his safety was 
threatened both in the camp and city. -In his absence on 
the public service, he was accused of treason ; proscribed as 
an enemy of the church and state ; and delivered, with all his 
adherents, to the sword of justice, the vengeance of the peo- 
ple, and the power of the devil : his fortunes were confisca- 
ted ; his aged mother was cast into prison ; all his past ser- 
^ vices were buried in oblivion ; and he was driven by injustice 
to perpetrate the crime of which he was accused +. From 
the review of his preceding conduct, Cantacuzene appears to 
have been guiltless of any treasonable designs ; and the only 
suspicion of his innocence must arise from the vehemence of 
his protestations, and the sublime purity which he ascribes to 
his own virtue. While the empress and the patriarch still 


* He afisumed the royal privilege of red shoeB or buskins; placed ipn his 
head a mitre of silk and gold ; subscribed his epistles with hyacinth or green 
ink, and claimed for the new, whatever Coustantiue bad given to the ancient, 
Borne ^Cantacuzen. 1 . iii c. 36 . Nic. Gregoias, 1. xiv. c. 3.). 

t Nic. Gregoias (1. xii c. 5.) confesses the innocence and virtues of Canta* 
ciizcnufsi, the guilt and flagitious vices of Apocaucus ; nor docs he dissettihle 
the motive of his personal and religious enmity to the former; 
ftiriof 0 TipaoTMTSf 77}^ 7ufv oAoiy tls|ii* twtu 
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ikffected tlie appearances of harmony, he refpeate^^^^^lldifed 
the penraiuakm of retiring to a private, and ev||n a monastic, 
life.^ After he had been ddfclared a public enemjl it was liis 
fervent wish to throw himself at the feet of the young enj^pe- 
ror, f nd to receive without a murmur the stroke of the exe- 
cutioner ; it was not without reluctance that he listened to the 
voice of reason, which inculcated the sacred duty of saving 
his family and frierj^ls, and proved that he could only save 
them by drawing thesword and assuming the Imperial title. 

In the strong city of Demotica, his peculiar domain, the 
emperor John C^ntacuzenus was invested with the purple 
buskins : his right-leg was clothed by his noble kinsmen, the 
left by the Latin chiefs, on whom he conferred the order of 
kniglithood. But even in this act of revolt, he was still studi- 
ous of loyally ; and the titles of John PalcBologus and Anne 
of Savoy were proclaimed before his own name and that of his 
wife Irene. Such vain ceremony is a thin disguise of rebel- 
lion, nor are there perhaps any pa'so)ial wrongs that can 
authorise a subject to take arms against his sovereign : but 
the want of preparation and success may confirm the assu- 
rance of the usurper, that this decisive step was the effect of 
necessity rather than of choice. Constantinople adhered to 
the young emperor * the king of Bulgaria was invited to the 
jelief of Adrianople : the piincipal cities of I'hrace and 
Macedonia, after some hesimtion, renounced their obedience 
to the great domestic; and the leaders of the troops and 
provinces were induced, by their private interest, to prefer 
the loose dominion of a woman and a priest. The army 
of Cantacuzene, in sixteen divisions, was stationed on the 
banks of the Melas to tempt or intimidate the capital : it was 
dispersed by treachery or fear ; and the officers, more especi- 
ally the mercenary Latins, accepted the bribes,*and embraced 
the service, of the Byzantine coprt. After this loss, the rebel 
emperor (he fluctuated between the two characters) took the 
roadA>rTh0ssalonica with a chosen remnant; but he failed 
in his enterprise on that important place ; and he was closely 
pursued by the great duke, his enemy Apocaucus, at the 
head of a superior power by sea and land. Driven from the 
coast, in his inarch, or rather flight, into the, mountains of 
Servia, Cantacuzene assembled his troops to scrutinize those 
who were worthy and willing to accomp^y his broken for- 
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tunes. A t)ase mejotity Ipwed and retired^ mnd his trufty 
band was diiuinished to Cwo thousand, and at last to five 
hundred, volunteers* The Cm/^, or despot of the Servians, 
received him with generous hospitality; but the ally was 
insensibly degraded to a suppliant, an hostage, a captive; 
and, in this miserable dependence, he waited at the door of 
the Qp'bartan, who could dispose of the life and liberty of a 
Roman emperor. The most tempting offers could not per- 
suade the oral to violate his trust ; but he soon inclined to the 
stronger side ; and liis friend was dismissed without injury to 
a new vicissitude of hopes, and perils* JJear six years the 
flame of discord burnt with various success and unabated 
liage : the cities were distracted by the faction of the nobles 
and the plebeians : the Cantacuzeni and Palaeologi ; and the 
Bulgarians, the Servians, and the Turks, were invoked ou 
both sides as the instruments of private anibition and the 
common ruin. The regent deplored the calamities, of which 
he was the author and victim : and his own experience might 
dictate a just and lively remark on the different nature of 
foreign and civil war. The former,” said he, is the 
external warmtli of summer, always tolerable, and often 
V beneficial ; the latter is the deadly heat of a fever, which 
consumes without a remedy the vitals of the constitu^ 
tionf/' 

The introduction of barbarians and savages into the con- 
tests of civilized nations, is a measure pregnant vrith shame 
and mischief ; whicli the interest of iho'indment may com- 
fel, but which is reprobated by the best principles of 
humanity and reason. It is the practice of both sidea^To 
accuse their enemies of the guilt of the first alliances ; and 
those who foil in their negociations, are loudest in their cen- 
sure of the example which they envy, and would gl^ly imi- 
tate. The Turks of Asia were less barbarous perhaps thaii 


♦ Tlie princes nf Servia ^Ducaiif^te, Famil. DaWaticae, &c. c. 2 , 3, A. 9.^ 
vm X>cspot*, in Greek, and Cral, in Iheir natii^ idiom (Bneange, Gloss 
equWaleiit of king, aj^ars toke of kclaVonic 
ori^n, frotn trkenee 1 t has been bdrrotred by the mil|ilf 4 ana, the Wodern 
Greeks, and even by the Tarka (Leanclarius, Pandecit. Tt^. p. 439 ), who 
name of Padishah for the emperor. To obtain the latter instekdi 
V kmbition of the Ft'ehch at Cottstantbidple ( Avertisacihcnt 

drHistoire4eTimwBec,p.39.). ; 

V. sarprising, that Cantacaceae has not 

inseriea fiiiB just and lively image in hit own vritmgs. 
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the shepherds of Bulgaria ahd Servfci ; bift theilr retigibn 
dered theJm the implacable foes of Rome and ChrislSaliiiy^ 
To acquife the friendship of their emirs, the t#o &ctiobsiri€d 
with each other in baseness and profusion : the dexterity of 
Canticus;ene obtained tlie f^reference: but the succour and 
victory were dearly purchased by the marriage of hfs daugh- 
ter with an inftdel, the captivity of.many thousand Chris- 
tians^ and the passage of the Ottomans into Europe, the last 
and fatal stroke in the rail of the Roman empire. The mea- 
ning scale Was decided in his favour by the death of Apocau* 
CHS, the just, though singular, retribution of his crimes. A 
crowd of nobles or plebeians, whom he feared or hated, had 
been siezed by his orders in the capital and the provinces ; 
and the old palace of Constantine w’^as assigned for the place 
of their confinement. Some alterations in raising the wallst 
and narrowing the cells, had been ingeniously contrived to 
prevent their escape, and aggnivate their misery ; and the 
work was incessantly pressed by the daily visits of the tyrant. 
His guards watched at the gate, and as he stood in the inner- 
court to overlook the architects, without fear or suspicion, he 
was assaulted and laid breathless on the ground, by two reso- 
lute prisoners of the Palajologian race w^ho were armed 
w|th sticks, and animated by despair. On the rumour of 
revenge and liberty, the captive multitude broke their fetters, 
fortified their prison, and exposed from the battlements the 
tyrant’s head, presuming on the favour of the people and the 
clemency of the empress. Anne of Savoy niight rejoice in 
the fall of an haughty and ambitious minister, but while shi# 
delayed to resolve or to act, the populace, more especially 
the mariners, were excited by tlie widow of the great duke to 
a sedition, an assault, and a massacre. The prisoners (of 
whom the fiir greater part were guiltiest or inglorious of the 
deed) escaped to a neighbouring church ! they weto slaugh- 
tered foot of the altar; and in his death the monster 

wa^ not less bloody and venor^ua^an in his life. Yet his 
talents alone upheld the cause of the young emperor ; and 
his survlvtng^sociates, Suspicious of each other, abandoned 

♦ The’ two aveiig'ert were both Pal«oli(p, who niigfht rciait, with iwyiil 
tlie tbAme of their chains. The tragedy of Apocftiicue 
Siienre' a reference to Caatacurene (I iii/c. m,) and 

(bxW.c, 10.)., 
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the conduct of the war j,, and rejected the fairest terms ©f 
accommodation. In the beginning of the dispute, the em- 
press felt and complained, that she was deceived by the ene- 
mies of Cantacuzene: the- patriarch was en)|)loyed to preach 
against the forgiveness of injuries; apd her promise of im- 
mortal hatred was sealed by an oath, under the penalty ol‘ 
excommunication ^ut Anne soon learned to hate without 
a teaclier : she beheld the misfortunes of the empire with the 
indifference of a stranger : her jealolisy was exasperated by 
the competition of a rival empress ; and on the first symp- 
toms of a more yielding temper, she threatened the patriarch 
to convene a synod, and degrade him from his office. Their 
incapacity and discord would have afforded the most decisive’ 
advantage ; but the civil war was protracted by the weakness 
of both parties ; and the moderation of Cantacuzene has not 
escaped the reproach of timidity and indolence. He succes- 
sively recovered the provinces and cities ; and the realm of 
his pupil was measured by the walls of Constantinople; but 
the metropolis alone counterbalanced the rest of the empire ; 
nor could. he attempt that important conquest till he had 
secured in Jiis favour the public voice and a private correspon- 
dence. An Italian, of the name of Facciolatif, had sue* 
ceeded to the office of great duke : the shijis, the guards, and 
the golden gate, were subject to bis command ; hut his hum- 
ble ambition was bribed to become the instrument of treach- 
ery ; and the revolution was accomplibhed without danger or 
bloodshed. Destitute of the powers of resistance, or the 
diope of relief, the intlexi_bie Anne would have still defended 
tlie palace, and have smiled to behold the capital in flames, 
rather than in the posscsbion of a rival. She yielded to the 
prayers of her friends and enemies; and the treaty was dicta- 
ted by the conqueror, who professed a loyal and zealous 
attach nifeiiit to the son’^bf.hl^ benefactor. The marriage of 
his daughter with John I^^aeologus was at length consum- 
mated : the bered Italy ]|||^ii^f the pupil was ackndvrkdged; 

^ Cantacuzene occurs ttie patriai-ch, and spares the empreas, the mother 
of his aoveieign (1. lii. 33, 34.) against Mhora Nic. Gregoras txpresees a parti- 
cular animosity (1. xir. i«, 1 1. xv. 5.). It is true, that they do not speak exactly • 
of the aawMi tune. 

t The traitor and treason are revealed by Nic. Gregoras (1. xv. c. 8 ): hut 
the name is more disorsetly suppressed by hts jpreat accojnphcO^CaiitaCUit^.' 
'1. ill. c.99)* 
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the sole atUiiinisrration duringden years was vested in llie 
guardian. Two emperors and thi’^e empresses were seated 
on the 13}zantine throne ; and a general amnesty quieted -the 
apprehensions, and confirmed the propeity, of the most 
guilty subjects. The festival of the coronation and nuptials 
was celebrated with the appearances of concord and aVag- 
nificcnce, and both were equally falht^ious. During the late 
troubles, the treasures of the state, and even the furniture of 
the palace, had been ahenatod or embezzled : the royal ban- 
quet was served in pewter or earthenware ; and such was th^ 
proud poverty of the times, that the absence of gold and 
jewels was supplied by the paltry artifices of glass and gilt 
leather 

I hasten to conclude the personal history of John Cantacu- 
zene f. He triumphed and reigned; but his reign and 
triumph vvere clouded by the discontent of his own and the 
adveise faction. IIis followers might style the general 
amnesty, an act of pardon for his enemies, and of oblivion 
for his fj lends in his cause their estates had been forfeited 
or plundcied ; and as they w^aiidered naked and hungry 
thraugh the stieets, tliey cuised the selfisli generosity of a 
leader; who, on the throne of the empiie, might relinquish 
witliout nieiit his private inheritance, 'Tlie adherents of the 
empress blushed to hold their lives and foi tunes by tlie pre- 
carious favour of an usurper; and the tiiirst of revenge was 
concealed by a tender concern for the succession, and even 
the safety, of her son. They were justly alarmed by a peti- 
tion of tbc friends of Canlacuzcne, that they might bfi 
released from their oath of allegiance to tlie Palmologi ; and 
entrusted with^he dei’ence of some cautionary towns; a 
measure supported with argument and eloquence; and whicti 

* Nic. Gre^. 1. jfv, li. There were ^w^er some true pearls, but very 
thinly sprinkled. The rest of the stona^^had only vroctTo^uTTfiv t'» 

t •Ff&mniB return to Constantinople^ Cam^uzene continues his history, 
and that of the empire, one year bey odd th<S abdication of his sou Matthew, 
A. D.p357 (I. iv. c. 1 — )0 p 705 — 911). Nicephoms Gregoras ends with 
the fiynod of Constantinople, in the year 1351 ( 1 . xxu. c. 3 . p.66i). the rest to 
the conclusion of the xxivtli book, p. 7 17 is all controversy) j and his fourteen 
laskbooks are still MSS. m the king of France's library. 

X The. emperor (Cautacuzen. 1. iv c. 1.) represents hU own virti^es, and 
Nic. Gregoras (1. xv. c. U.) the complaints of bis frijendsi who suffer^ *^7 
effects. ^ 1 Iboib tent them the words of our poor caiwers after the resto^ 
ration. * 
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was rejected (says the Imperial historian) by my sublime^ 
and almost inoredible^^'virtue/’ His repose was disturbed 
by the sound of plots and seditions : and he trembled lest the 
lawful prince should be- stolen away by some Ibreign qr 
domestic enemy, who would inscribe his name and his wrongs 
in the banners of rebellion* As the son of Andronicus 
advanced in the years of manhood, he began to feel and to 
act for himself ; and his rising ambition was rather stimulated 
than checked by the imitation of his father’s vices. If we 
may trust his own professions, Cantacuzene laboured with 
honest industry to correct these sordid and sensual appetites, 
and to raise the mind of the young prince to a level with his 
fortune. In the Servian expedition, the two emperors shewed 
themselves in cordial harmony to the troops and provinces ; 
and the younger colleague was initiated by the elder in the 
mysteries of war and government. After the conclusion of 
tf<e peace, Palaeologus was left at Thessalonica, a royal resi* 
dence, and a frontier station, to secure by his absence the 
peace of Constantinople, and to witlidraw his youth from 
the temptations of a luxurious capita!. But the distance 
weakened the powers of controul, and the son of Androni- 
cus was surrounded with artful oi*- unthinking companions, 
who taught him to hate his guardian, to deplore his exile, 
and to vindicate his rights. A private treaty with the era! or 
despot of Servia, was soon followed by an open revolt ; and 
Cantacuzene, on the throne of the elder Andronicus, 
defended the cause of age and prerogative, which in his 
Jrouth he had so vigorously attacked. At his request, the 
empress mother undertook the voyage of Thessalonica, and 
the office of mediation: she returned without success; and 
unless Anne of Savoy was instructed by adversity, we may 
doubt the sincerity, or at least tlie fervour, of her areal. 
While the regent grasped the sceptre with a firm and vigor- 
ous hand, she had been instructed to declare, that the ten 
wars of his legal administration would soon elapSfe*; ^and 
that after a full trial of the vanity of the world, the emperor 
Cantacuzene sighed for the repose of a cloyster, and wae 
ambitious only of an heavenly crow n* Had these sentiments 
been genuine, his voluntary abdication would have restored 
the peace of the empire, and his conscience would ^ have 
t>orn relieved by an act of justice. Palseologus alone was 
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his yicea, they wereeii^ly lees fornridable tKaa the caiainitiea 
of atrivil war, in whidi the Baibariana and infidets wete 
again invited to assist the Greeks ih their mtitual deatroctikm. 
By the arms of the Turks, who now struck a deep and evei*-* 
lasting ix>ot in Europe, Cantacuzene prevailed in t|iethbid 
contest in which he had been involved; and the ycmhg 
emfieror, driven from the sea and land, was compelled to 
take shelter among this Latins of the isle of Tenedos. His 
insolence and Obstinacy provoked the victor to a step whidi 
miist render the quarrel irreconcilable : and the asseciati^ 
of his son Matthew, whom he invested with the purpfo, 
established the succession in the family of the CantaCuzeni, 
But Constantinople was still attaclied to the blood of her 
ancient princes : and this last injury accelerated the restora- 
tion of the rightful heir. A noble Genoese espoused the 
cause of Palaeologus, obtained a promise of his sister, and 
atchieved the revolution with two gall ies and two thousand 
five hundred auxiliaries* Under the pretence of distress, 
they were admitted into the lesser port; a gate was opened* 
and the Latin shout of long life and victory to the empe- 

ror, John Palmalogus!’^ was answered by a general rising 
in his favour. A numerous and loyal party yet adhered to 
the standard of Caotacuzene : but he asserts in his history 
(does he hope for belief ?) that his tender conscience rejected 
the assurance of conquest; that, in free obedience to the 
voice of religion and philosophy, he descended from the 
throne, and embraced with pleasure the monastic habit a|id 
profession*. So soon as he ceased to he a prince, liis suc- 
cessor was not unwilling that be should be a saint: the 
remainder of his life was devoted to piety and learning; in 
the cells of Constantinople and mount Athos, the monk 
Joasaph tvas tespected as the“#lmporal and spiritual father 
of the emperor; and if he issued from his retreat, it was as 
thp miiilatei; of peace* to subdMe,|he obsi^iaacy, and st^Ucit 
the^pardbn, of his rebelbotts 8on*f« 

• ' ^*'.4 

* *rhe awkward apology of CanilKiiiizene (I iv. c. 99^4^ roUtci, with 

Visible confusion, bis own di!^«&|1,ii»ay.bjs but 

> hioniBkt nar^tes sf AMfbapr (t W, Hfttun. 

r|tal» tom..ii3V..p.s6s*} AJiBii Bunas (c.> 10, ^ 

CaatiM^ieiia,5in;t|w yuni! , * IcItiT 

{Fledry, Hist. EccUs, tom. xlk. p, 259.). H» 
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exercised by theological %Ar« He sharpened a co£na*oi#riial 
pen against the jfews and ]V|ahotiielans * | and in every state 
he defended with equal eeal the divine, light of Monm 
Thabor, a ibemorabje question which ‘consnm mates the 
religions follies of the Greeks, The fakirs of India and 
the monks of the Oriental church, were alike persuaded, 
that in total abstraction of the faculties of the mind and 
body, the purer spirit may ascend to th^ enjoyment and vision 
of the Deity. The opinion and practice of the monasteries 
of Mount Athos J will be best represented in the words of 
antibbot, who flourished in the eleventh century, Wljcn 
thou art alone in thy cell,” says the ascetic teacher, shut’ 
tby door, and seat tliyself in a corner; raise thy mind 
above all things vain and transitory; recline thy beard and 
chin on thy breast ; turn thy eyes and thy thought towards 
the middle of thy belly, the region of the navel; arnl 
search the place of the heart, the seat of the soul. At 
^ first, all will be dark and comfortless ; but if you persevere 
day and night, you will feel an ineffable joy ; and no 
sooner has the soul discovered the place of the heart, than 
** it is involved in a mystic and etherial light,” This light, 
the production of a distempered fancy, tlie creamre of an 
empty stomach and an empty brain, was adored by the 
Quietists as the pure and perfect essence of God himself; 
and as long as the folly was confined to mount Athos, the 
simple solitaries were not inquisitive how the divine essence 
.^ould be a material substance, or how an immaterial sub- 
stance could be perceived by the eyes of the body. But in 
the reign of the younger Andronicus, these monasteries were 

Httthovity on the aoth 6f 1411 (Ducange Fara. Byxant. p. 3 U 0 .}, 

But if hcowere of the age of his companion Andronicus the Touiiger, he must 
have lived 116 years; a rare instance of longevity, which in so iliuatrious a 
person ^ouUl have attracted nnivei: 8 al notice. ^ 

^ His four discourses, or books, were printed at Basil 1540 (FafiTTcrBihliot. 
Ursec. tom vi. p. 473 .}. He coropooed them to satisfy a proselyte who was 
assaulted with letters from bis friends of Ispahan. Cantacuzene had read the . 
l^oran ; but I understand from Maracci, that he adopts the vulgar prejudices 
and fables against Mahomet and his religioh. 

f See the Voyages do Bernier, tom. i« p. } 97 . 

^ X Mosheim, Instiiut. Hist, Bocles. p. 5l»9, 5t3. Fleary, . Hist; Becks,' 
tom. WL p. 23. 24. 107-^1 li, kc. The farmer unlhlds the causes with the 
judgmefnt of a philosopher, the latter traascrihei and traniUtes with ^ 
prejudices of a catholic priest. 
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^iaitedl by anCiid^iat^ jo^iiiilci^ wap^ 

fkilkd im philosophy j aad Uieolc^y 5 whia 
languages of the Greeks and Latias ; and whosr v#rsa)ilf 
genius codld maintain ibeir opposite creeds^ according to. dm 
inters of the moment* The indiscretion of an ascelib 
revealed to the curious traveller the secrete^ of mental prayer; 
and Barlaam embraced ^the opportunity of ridiculing the 
Quiatists, who placed ibe soid in the navel ; of accusing the 
monks of mount Athos of heresy and blaspheinyi Hit 
attack compelled the more learned to renounce or di&sembic 
the simple devotion of their brethren ; and Gregory Palamas 
introduced a scholastic distinction between the essence and 
operation of God. His inaccessible essence dwells in the 
midst of an uncreated and eternal light; and this beatific 
vision of the saints had been mwaifested to the disciples on 
mount Tfaabor, in the transfiguration of Christ. Yet thia 
distinction could not escape the reproach of polytheism ; the 
eternity of the light of Thabor was fiercely denied; and 
Barlaam still charged the Palamites with holding two eternal 
substances^ a visible and an invisible God. From the rage of 
the monks of mount Athos, who threatened his life, the 
Calabrian retired to Constantinople, where his smooth and 
specious manners introduced him to the favour of the great 
domestic and the emperor. The court and the city were 
involved in this theological dispute, which flamed amidst the 
civil war; but the doctrine of Barlaam was disgraced bj hia 
flight and apostacy: the Palamites triumphed; and theii> 
adversary, the patriarch John of Apri, was deposed by ihe^ 
consent of the adverse factions of the state. In the charac- 
ter of emperor and theologian, Cantacuzene presided in tha 
8ynod of the Greek church, which established, as an article 
faith, the uncreated light of mount Thabor : and, after so 
nany insults, the reason of mankind was slightly wounded by 
he addition of a single absurdity* Many rolls of paper or 
)arcbmenfc^ia^e been blotted ; and the impenitent sectaries, 
i^bo.refused to subscribe the orthodox creed, were deprived 
if the hououfs of Christian burial ; but in tfie next age thn 

* Sasnaffe (In Csmsii Antiq. Lectionei, tom. ir. p. a63^368.) ha* 

‘d the cbWeter and story “of Birtaam. The duplicity of hii opinlw 
iipired some doubts f of d>€ Idantity of his i^fTSop. likewise fiOi^iCiWS 
&iWioU tom. x. p 

fiYS 
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ncFcaii Ilcarntlmt theiRxe or the 
fSig^oi were ei33ployed foi* the extirpation of the Barlaamite 
heredy*. 

For the eoDclu&ion of this chapter^ I have reserved the 
Genoese war, which shook the throne of Cantacuzene, and 
betrayed the debility of the Greek empire. The Genoese, 
who, after the recovery of Constantinople, were seated in the 
suburb of Pera or Galata, received that honourable fief frogi 
the bounty of the emperor. They were indulged in the use 
of their liiWs and magistrates; but tiiey submitted to the 
duties of vassah and subjects: the forcibla word of iustemen'^ 
was borrowed from the Latin jurisprudence ; and their 
p6de$ta, or Shief, before he entered on his office, saluted * 
emperor with loyal acclamatioiis and vows of fidelity. Genoa 
sealed a firm alliance with the Greeks; and, in case of.iv 
defensive war, a supply of fifty empty gallies, and a sucoour 
of fifty gallies completely armed and manned, was promised 
by the republic to the empire. In the revival of a navajL 
force, it was the aim of Michael Palaeologus to deliver bim-f 
self fr^m a foreign aid ; and his vigorous government con- 
tained the^Genoese of Galata withih those limits which the 
insolence of wealth and freedom provoked them to exceed. 
A sailor threatened that they should soon be masters of Con- 
stantinople, and slew the Greek who resented this national 
affront; and an armed vessel, after refusing to salute the 
palace, was guilty of some ads of piracy in the Black Sea. 
Their countrymen threatened to support their cause ; but the 
«^ong and open village of Galata was instantly surrounded by 
the Imperial troops ; till, in the moment of the assault, the 
prostrate Genoese implored the clemency of their sovereign. 
The defenceless situation which secured their obedience, 
exposed them to the attack of their Venetian rivals, who, in 
the reign of the elder Andre^uus, presumed to violate the 

* See Cantecusene (1.% e. 39, 40. 1. iv. c. 3. 83, 24, 25.), aod Gregoran 
(I. xi. e. 10. 1. XV. 3. 7, I8tc.;,^wbv8e last books, from tliexixtb t# the xxivth, are 
almoit confined to a subject so interesting to the anthors. Boivin (in Vit. 
Nic. Gregore), from the unpublished books, apd Fabriems (Bibliot. Or%c.. 
tom. X. o. 46a — 473.), or rather Montfau^on, from the MSS. of the Goisliu 
library, have added some facts and documents! 

t P|w4>yro€r (!• C- lu ) very properly eitplains (%iof) by Tb^ 

use of these ^ords in the Greek and Latin m the frbdal times, may be amply 
understood from theGloswieft.uf Bacuige (Gmf . 1^ $11, $1^, latiii. tom. iy. 
p. 109— 111.). \ \ ‘ • 
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xn^esty of the thronei?. Oa thQ^p^lPi^c^ qf t^ir 
Genoese, vrith thqir fomiliqs and retired iqto 

city: their empty habitations were reduced to ashes; 
the feeble prince, who had viewed the destructioq of bis. 
suburb, expressed bis resentment, qqt by arms, but by 
ambassadors.’ This misfortune, however, was advantageous 
to tlic Genoese, who obtained, and imperceptibly abused, the, 
dangerous licence of surrounding G^ata with a strong wa^ ; 
of introducing into the ditch the waters of the sea ; of ereqi- 
ing lofty turrets ; and of mounting a train of military, engines 
bn the rampart* The narrow bounds in which they had been 
circumscribed, were insufficient for the growing colony; each 
^day they acquired some addition of landed property ; . and 
the adjacent hills were covered with their villas and castles, 
Wfliich they joined and protected by new fortifications The 
navigation and trade of the Euxine was the patrimony of the 
Greek emperors, who commanded the narrow entrance, the 
gates as it were of that inland sea. In the reign of Michael 
JPalaeologus, their prerogative was acknowledgecfby the sultan 
of Egypt, who solicited and obtained the liberty of sending 
an annual ship for the purchase of slaves in Circassia end 
the Lesser Tarlary ; a liberty pregnant with mischief to the 
Christian cause; since these youths were transformed by 
education and discipline in^o the formidable Mamalukesf. 
From the colony of i^era, tlie Genoese engaged with superior 
advantage in the lucrative trade of the Black Sea ; and their 
industry supplied the Greeks with fish and corn ; two articles 
of food almost equally important to a superstitious people. 
The spontaneous bounty of nature appears to have bestowed 
the harvests of theUkraipe, the produce of a rude and savage 
husbandry; and the endless exportation of salt fish and 
caviar is annually renewed by the enormous sturgeons 

that are caught at the mouth of t|||^on or Tanais, in their 

. 

t Th^itablishmcnt and progress of the Gepoese at Pera, or Galatw, is des- 
cribed^ Ducange (C. P. Christiana, 1. i. p. 68, 69.) from the Byaantine histo- ^ 
rians Pachymer (1. ii, c. 35. 1. v. 10. 30, 1. ix 15. l.xii. 6. 9.), Nicephorua Grc- ' 

r as (1. V c. 4. 1, vi. c. n. 1. ix. c. 5. l.xi. c. 1. 1. xv. c. 1. 6.),’ and CantacPzene 
i. c. ta. 1. ii. c. 29, &c.), 

t Both Pachymer (1. iii. c. 3, 4, 5.) and Nic. Grogoras (1. iV. c. 7.) understaiui 
and deplore the «0ects of this dangerous indulgence. Bibars, saltan of Egypt, 
htmself a Tartar, but a devout Mnsnlman, obtained from the children of 
the pevmisision to build a stately mostdi in the capital of Cnmea 
(ds^qignei, Hist, d^s Huns, tom. iii. p. 343.). 
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la^ statix^n of the rich niu4 aod sliaHow water of the Maeotia f • 
The waters of the Oxni^ the Caspian, the Volga, and the 
Don, opened a rare and laborious passage for the gems and 
spices of India ; and, after three months march, the caravans 
of Carizmemetthe Italian vessels in the harbours of Crimseat, 
These various branches of trade were monopolised by the 
dili^niQ^ and power of the Genoese. Their rivals of Venice 
and Pisa were forcibly expelled ; the natives were awe^ by 
£he castles and cities, which arose on the foundations of their 
humble factortes ; and their principal establishment of Cafia f 
was besieged without effect by the Tartar powers. Destitute* 
of ^ navy, the Greeks were oppressed by these haughty mer-- 
chants, who fed, or famished Constantinople, accordingly 
their interest. They proceeded to usurp the customs, the 
fishery, and even the toll, of the Bosphorus ; and while they 
derived from these objects a revenue of two hundred thou* 
sand pieces of gold, a remnant of thirty thousand was reluc- 
tantly allowed to the emperor §. The colony of Pera or 
Galata acted, in peace and war, as an independent state ; and 
as it will happen in distant settlements, the Genoese podesta 
too often forgot that he was the servant of his own masters. 

These usurpations were encouraged by the weakness of the 
rider Andronicus, and by the civil wars that afflicted bis age 
and the minority of his grandson. The talents of Cantacu- 
zeue were employed to tlie ruin, rather than the restoration, 
of the empire ; and after hia domestic victory, he was con- 
demned to an ignominious trial, whether the Grejeks or the 
Genoese should reign in Constantinople. * ^^^Hierchants of 
Pera were ofi'ended by his refusal of some contiguous lands, 
pome command iug heights, which^tbey proposed to cover 
with new fortifications ; and in the abvsence of the emperor, 
who was detained at D^titipa by sickness, they venfur^^d to 


• Cbardin (Voyages* en Verse, tom. i. p. 48.) was asiured at Ca0a, that these 
hshes were tomeiimes twenty-four or twenty-six feel long, weighed^ght or 
nine hundred pounds, and yielded three or four quintals of cavim . 'Ine eorn« 
of the Bosphorus hud supplied the Athenians iu the time of Demosthenes. 

•f De Cxuigncs, Hist, des Huns, tom.iii. p.lU3^.‘H4. Viaggidi Aapiusio, 
tom. i. fol. 41M). But this land or water carriage could only & practicable 
when Tartai 7 was united under a wise and pow erml monareh. 

J Mic. Gregoras (I xiii. c. 12 .) is judicious and wclbinformed on the trade 
gnd colonies of the Black Se^. Chardin desi^hCs tlie ofosent ruins .of GalTa, 
where, in forty da\s, he saw above 400 siul employed in ihc «oni n^ dsh trade 
(Vojages eo PerseJ toiu. i. p 4t>— rriU ), ' ' ' . ‘ 1 

^ J5«e Nic. Gri gora-s, I, xvib c. Ji. 
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bratfe the debility of a female mgn^ A BysiatitiinS^ tessel, 
which had presumed* to fish at the moutli df the harbour, 
was sunk by these audacious strangers ; the fishermen were 
murdered. Instead of suing for pardoni the Genoese de- 
manded satisfaction ; required, in an haughty strain, that the 
Greeks should renounce the exereise of navigation ; and 
encountered with regular arms the first sallies ot the popular 
indfenation. They instantly occupied the debateable land ; 
and ^by the labour of a whole people, of either sex and >of 
every age, the ^11 was raised, and the ditch was sunlc, with 
incredible speecrl, At the 'same time, they attacked and 
burnt two Byzanillie gallies; while the three others, the 
rSEnainder of the Imperial navy, escaped from their hands : 
the habitations without the gates, or along the shore, were 
pillaged %nd destroyed ; and the care of the regent, of the 
empress Irene, was confined to the preservation of the city. 
The return of Cantacuzene dispelled the public consterna- 
tion : the emperor inclined to peaceful counsels ; but he 
yielded to the obstinacy of his enemies, who rejected alf 
reasonable terms, and to the ardour of his subjects, who 
threatened, in the style of scripture, to break them in pieces 
like a potter’s vessel. Yet they reluctantly paid the taxes, 
that he imposed for the construction of ships, and the expen- 
ses of the war ; and as the two nations were masters, the one 
of the land, the other of the sea, Constantinople and Pera 
were pressed by the evils of a mutual siege. The merchants 
of the colony, who had believed that a few days would ter- 
m'mate the war, already murmured at their losses ; the siw- 
cours from their mother-country were delayed by the factious 
of Genoa; and the most cautious embraced the opportunity 
of a Rfaodia? vessel to remove their families and effects from 
the scene of hostility. In the spring, the Byzantine fleet, 
keven gallies and a train of smaller vessels, issued from the 
mouth of the harbour, and steered in a single line along the 
shore oSfPefa ; unskilfully presenting their sides to the beaks 
of the adverse squadron. The crews were composed of pea- 
samte and mechanics ; nor was their ignorance compensated 
by the native course of Barbarians : the wind was strong, 

> •the ipves were rough ; and no sooner did the Grefeks perceive 
a dv^t and inactive enemy, than they leaped headlong into 
^ the^sea, fronj a doubtfuU to an inevitable peril. The, troops 



iSiat tx> theatodcrf the liii€» of Pern were strutfc 

at the isaxhe li||^eiit wift A ^iinpar panic ; and tl>e Genoese 
were astonisAiO^And almost ashamed^ at their double victory. 
Th^rfr triumphal^ vessels, crowned with flowers, and drag- 
ging after them Ihc oiptive gallies,. repeatedly |iassed and 
r^fbre the patee : the only virtue of the emperor 
WUfi paralcfe ; and the hope o|j?evenge his sole consolation* 
distress of both* paitieil'mterposed a temporary a^free - 
)and the shame of the empire was disguised by a’^thin 
iteU of dignity and power. Summoning the chiefs of the 
colony, Cantacuzene affected to despise tlie trivial object of 
the debate; and, after a miid;^^of, most liberally granted 
the lands, which had been previdlisly resigned to the seefnTiig " 
custody of his oflScers ♦. 

But the emperbr was soon solicited to violate treaty, 
and f to join his arms with the Venetians, the perpetual ene- 
mies of Genoa and her colonies. While he compared the 
masons of peace and war, his moderation was provoked by a 
wanton ’insult of the inhabitants of Pera, who discharged 
from their rampart a large stone that fell in the midst of 
Constantinople* On his just cornplakit, they coldly blamed 
the imprudence of their engineer; but the next day the 
insult was repeated, and they exulted in a second proof that 
the royal city was not beyond the reach of their artillery* 
Cantacuzene instantly signed his treaty with the Venetians ; 
but the weight of the Roman empire was scarcely felt in tlie 
balance of these opulent and powerful republics f* From 
streights of Gibraltar to the niouth of the Tanais, their 
fleets ^encountered each other with various success ; and a 
memorable battle was fought in the narrow sea, under the 
walls of Constantinople. It would not be an easy task to 
reconcile the acdbuuts of the Greeks, the Venetians, and the 
Genoese: t ; and while I depend on the narrative of an impar- 

• Tbc events of this’war afc related by CanUcumenc (1. iv. 11.) vith olwcn- 
lily iStd ooiifusian, and'by T^ic. Gregoms (1. x^ii. c. 1<— ^.) in a dear aiuitlnonest 
narrative. The prieit was Icea respousil^e th^ the for the <J«|gat ofv 

‘'the 'Beet* 

t Theaecond war t» daricly toM by iv. c. A8. p* S4,«5. 2«— 

32.), who wi«hc8 to disgnijie what he 4aret not dvny. 1 regret thiapart^of, 
Nic. Qtegoras, whkh i« still in ms. at Pa^ ’ N 

X Munitori (^nuali d'ltalia, tom. p* to ^tbe 

Clironidesof Venici" (Careiinus, the cootinuator of Andrew Danduiba, xii 

p;^431 , \ and Genoa (Geor^ Stella Anoaki, ^mtonaee, tom. p# 109 it, 



tiaj liistoriiap I ,^h^\l ,^chi»u:tio^a.^^|#s ^^^t 

radoM^nd to itlieir*owp f^f ttlW* foes* 

The V epaii^fi, \yiiili ti^ ^ 4 ^m- 

tag;e ofilMHiher; and jtfeelr ^iqet, itj||(poor addidoi^ of 
aigh;t Byaai^tipa fo ^ev«iH^y-ftva sail ; tim 

Qep9^e did .np,t e?cc,^d ^sixty-four y hat 411 
sd^ilji^of waf were dis,tingiui,^4fid by tb^ sup#riori^rf 
Bize aiid sh'exigth. TJ^e hnnilie^ of tbeiriip^# 

cx)ip\panders, ,^rwl iUusJ.riaps in 

of their country; but the personal ineril 9!^ forint was 
eclipsed by foe .and abilities hf^ riv#!. 7 ’bey enga- 
ged in tenxpestunns weatln e^ £:^id the tuinultnai’y conflict was 
--vBj^^y^Ainjued ftom foe daw^i^W jth^ e.’ivlincUojj pf light. The 
Ciiemies pf the Ge^iiQesc appWid ili^dr iyo>!v^,es^; the friends 
of foe Ven arc<,hbbi.itisticd with foeir behavfonr : hut all 

paJities ^igree in praisiug tbp skill and bokUiess of ihe Catajans, 
\^4lo, with niany wouinjs, sMstained the brunt of foe aotion. 
On the separation of the fleets, the event ppiibt appear 
doubtful ; but the thirteen Genoese gallies, that had been 
sunk 01 taken, were compensated by a double los^f the 
allies ; of fourteen Venetians, ten Catalans, and two Weeks : 
and even the grief of the conquerors e.xi)ressed the assurance 
and habit of nioie decisive victories. Pisani confessed his 
(Jelcat, by retiring into a fortified harbour, from whence, 
under the pretext of the orders of the senate, he steered 
with a broken and flying squadron for the isle of Candia, and 
abandoned to his rivals the sovereignty of the sea. In a 
public epistle t, addressed to the doge and senate, Petrarcl^ 
employs his eloquence to reconcile the maritime pow#s, the 
two luminaries of Italy. ^1 he orator celebrates the valour 
and victory of the Genoese, the first of men in the exercise 
of naval war : he drops a tear on the misfortunes of their 
Venetian brethren ; but he exhorts them to pursue with fire 
and sword the base and perfidious Greeks ; to purge the me- 

botlf which I huVe diligcfttly consulted in his great Collection of the Histo* 
nans of Italy. 

^ the Chronicle of Ms<;ieo Villaiii of Florence, 1 ii. c. 59, 60. p. 145— 
* 147. X74, 75 p 156, 157. in Muratori’s Collection, tom xiv. 

t The abb6 de Sade (BfeiteoireB hurla''Vie de Petiarque, torn, iii, p. 357— 
translates this letter, which lie had copied from a MS. in the king of 
>^ance’ii^ibrary. Though a servatrt of the duke of Milan, Petrarch pours 
forth M* astoaishment and giief at the defeat and despair of the Genoese in 
’the folSwing year (p. 3S3-*-332.). 

-..4 Vo?,. v;n. 2Z 



tfee East froiti the heresy with which it was 
infected. Des^lpi by tb6ir the Greeks were inca- 

pable of resists^ ; and three froths after the battle, the 
emperor Cantact|^|!tie solicited and 'subscribed a treaty, which 
fer ev®y banished the Venetians and Catalans, and granted 
<jia A ^oese a monopoly of trade, and almost a right of 
The Roman emj^fe (I smile in transcribing the 
might soon have sunk iii|b a province of Genoa, if the 
of the republic had not beendchecked by the rinn of 
freedom iai|d naval power, A long contest of one hun- 
•dred and thirty years was determined by the triumph of 
Venice ; and the factions of ,-^||Mpenoese compelled them to 
seek for domestic peace undef^the protection of a fomiQu 
lord, the duke of Milan, or the French king. Yet the spirit 
of commerce survived that of conquest ; and the colony of 
Perj^ still awed the capital and navigated the Euxine, till it 
was involved by the Turks in the final servitude of Constant 
fmople itself. 





CHAR LXIV. 

Conquests of Zingh Khan and the Moguls from ik,, 

Foland.'^Escape cf Comtantinoplc and the 
Origin of the Ottoman T^^ks Bith^nia.—Retgns and^ 
j\torics of Othmarty Orehartt JJmur^th the First^!^^'dnd 
Bajaztt the/fFirst , — Fmindation and Progress of im 
• Turkish Monarchif in Asia and Europe.--‘^^i)anger of Con* 
stantinople and the Gr^^^npire. 
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ROM the petty quarrels of a city and her suburbs, from 
the cowardice and discord of the falling Greeks, I shall now 
ascend to the victorious Turks ; whose domestic slavery wi^ 
ennobled by martial discipline) religious enthusiasm, and the 
energy of the national character. The ri^'e and progress of 
the Ottomans, the present sovereigns of Constantinople, are 
connected with the most important scenes of modern history: 
but they are founded #ti a previous knowledge of ttffi great 
eruption of the Moguls and Tartars; whose rapid conque^ 
may be compared with the primitive convulsions of nature, 
which have agitated and altered the surface of the globe, I , 
have long since asserted my claim to introduce the nations, 
the immediate or remote authors of the fall of the Roman 
empire 5 nor can I refuse myself to those events, which, 
from their uncommon magnitude, will interest a philosophic 
mind in the history of blood 0? 

From the spacious highlands between China, Siberia, and 
the Caspian Sea, the tide of emigration and war has repeat* 
edly been poured. These ancient seats of the Huns and 
Turks were occupied in the twelfth century by many j||^toral 
tribes, of the same descent and similar manners, which were 
United a4!fd led to conquest by the formidable Zingis. 
ascent to g*reatness, that Barbarian (whose private appella- 
ticyi wasTemugin) ha^ trapapled on the necks of his equals. 

''4 ‘ 4 ' ' ' . 

* The reader is to review the chapters of the third and fohrtli ' 

vo1tiu]|.^ ; the mannei^ of nuttoos, the conquest*) of Attila and tho 

Huos^which were cotnpoaea at a tiihe when I entertained the rather than 

the lepey of coaclading my history. 




( tK>ble : ’Wt jt wAin the prid% of tiiAory, that 
the*prmce Oft deikicecf^^^f venth ancestor from the 

iramiiculate coi^ption of a virjfis His father had reigned 
over thirteen Jmrds, whitftt composed ah^t thirty or forty 
thousand families : above two- thirds refused to pay tithes or 
to his infant son; and at the age of .thirteen^ 
fought a battle against his rebellious subjects. I'he 
conqueror of Asfa%as reduced to fly and to obey y but 
superior to' his fortune, and in his fortieth ye&r be 
irad ei^tiibhsbed ibis fame and dominion over die circrurojacent 
tribes. In a state of society, in which policy is rude and 
valour is universal, the ascenda^^P^one man must be founded 
on his power and i esolutioiWm' punish his enemies " 
fCcotnfi^nse his friends. His first military league Was ratified 
by the sinhple rhCs of sacrificing an horse arid tasting of a 
iitrining stream : Temngin pledged himself to divide hia 
fblldtters the sweets arid the betters of life ; arid WhCrif be 
bad sbrired among them his horses and apparel, be was ritli 
itt their gratitude and his own hopes. After his first victory, 
he seventy chaldrons on tlie %e, and seventy of the 

^ost ^ilty rebels were cast headlongflnto the boiling wmter. 

s^j)hcre of his attraction was continually enlarged by flte 
ruin of tW6 pToad and the submission of the prudent; and the 
boldest chieftains might tremble, wheri they behold^ enchased 
in silver, the sk'rillof the khan of the Ketaites ^ ; who under 
the name of Prester John, had corresponded with the Romari. 
pont\ff and the princes eff Europe. The ambition of Temu- 
m coridcsceuded to employ the arts of supevstition ; and it 
was frciili a naked pionhet, who could ascend to heaven ori ^ 
white horse, that he accepted the title of Zirigisf, the fn'ost 
grerrt ; and a divine right to the conquest and dominiofi of 
tiie ea#h. In a general couroultal, or diet, he was seated, ori 
a fdi|PWhich was long afterwards revered as a relic, arid 


* Tbfe kluansof the 4 ieraitcs were most 
pompous epistles composed lu their name by the Npftorian missionaries, wibo 
^Iridowed them with the fabulbus wonder^ of an Iilmdn kih^dbm. Perkaj^s’ 
those Tartars (the Ur<isb>ter oi Priest John) had submit^ to the rites of bap^ 
'fisin and ordination (A^-seman. Bibliot. Oricht. fipllb. lU. P. $. p. 4877— 50 ^. 

t historj' ami tragedy of Voltaire, least in French, seems 

to ib« thelhort; fa^lnouuble spelling: bvit Abnlghajfi Kjb must have known the^ 
true nam<* of his a:He&toi. His etymology appears |u8t: Zt^ in the Mogul"* 
tougfuc, sigiiifitb and gts is the superlative ter'mlp^iion (Hist. 
que dcs T.itars, pai t 111 . p. 194 , IC|5.). From the .<tat|l4 idea of ^ 


appcUutiOii uf is bestowed on, the oceaii. 





and T-aTtars-f- ’ Qf thesofttied# ihoagt3 d | |i "^» th# 

* former h«d given bkrth *tlie ra^; aind tfie latteir 

has been extentifei, by accident^ or error, oVer the spdeiottA 

wilderness of the north. 

The code of laws which Zingis dictated tb hh snl 


adapted to the preservation of^^offiestic peade^'/^ ^e 
exercise of foreign hostility. Tw panjshment of dfed# iy# 
inflicted on the Crimea of adultery, mirder, perjury^ atidOT^ 
capital thefts c^'^an borse or ox ; and the fiercest of iWe*n 
BDfild and just in their injtercoarse with each other. The 
futhre election of the was vested in the princes of 

"^IrtT family and the heads tribes ; and the regtilations of 

the cbace wete essential to the pleasures and plenity of a 
Tartar camp. The victorious nation was held sacred'Trotii 
sill servile Irtbotirs, which were abandoned to slaves ai® 
scrangers; and every labour was servile except ihc profes^iofi 
of arms. The service and discipline of the troops, whd 
were armed with bows, scyinetars, and iron maces, and 
divided by hundreds, thousands, and ten tlionsands, j^re the 
institutions of a veWan commander. Eacli officer 
Soldier was made responsible, under pain of death, for IPP 
safety and honour of his companions; and the spirit of 
conquest breathed in the law, that pcaCe should never bife , 
granted unless to a vanquished and suppliant enemy. But it 
is the religion of Ziiigis that best deserves our wonder and 
applause. The Catholic inquisitors of Europe, who defended . 
nonsense by cruelty, rnigtu liave been confounded by t|ie 
example of a Barbarian, who antici[)ated the lelloos of 
philosophy and established by his laws a S3’stem of pure 
theiSTti and perfect toleration. His first and only arttclfe of 
faitb fbe existence of one God, tlio aiuhor of all good; 
who filU by his presence the heavens and earth, whicli%C has 


. ^ The n»^e of Mogulp^^s prevailed aniofi^ the Orifuital^, and stiU 
to,jthe titala^ severejgn, A^rent Mogul of Hindustan. 

y f The Tartars (more properly Talaib) w^ re descended from Tatar Kh«^, the 
'hfothdr of Mogttt K%HElttji«,(#!eie AbuJ^art, part i. ^ind n.), aitd once formed a hefrd 
of 7h|^[K> families 6ti the honaere vf Kitay fp. 103 — 1 12 .). In the great inviwp 
sieti of Europe (A.D. they to have ltd the vrfng*iar4|^^,«eA th« 

similitiMle of the namehf ffcrtoivt, reeomnieeded that of Tartars to tvath^ 
’(>jratt. Peris, p. 398 , 

J A^iiigulat con^orsii:^ fnay he foi^nd hettreen the religions laws of Zingis 
pf Mn Loche (b^hstiluf of CiroHiia, la his works, vol.iv p. 533. 
4to cdltlo^ 1777 ). : ; , 



cre^tiS^y '-ils 1^'^®?- ''^he^art fe i-atid MogiijJb were fiflieted 
to the Mdls of iiittoy of them had 

been converted^ the fof^jgn m&ionariea to the religionil 
of Moscsi of Mahomet^ and of Christ. *®bese various sys- 
tems iu freedom and concord^ were taught and practised 
wiildii^lle precincts of the same camp *, and the Bonze^ the 
Jiliifc^he llabbi;the Nesto rian and the Latin priests, enjoyed 
lime honourable exe^i^tion from service and tribute^ in 
tl^i?irad6ch of Bocha'rk^ the insolent victor might trample^ the 
Ici^iraH Ufider his horse’s feetj but the calm legiditor respected 
the prophets and pontiffs of the most hostile sects* The 
reason of Zingis was not i^i^Hed by books; the khan 
could neither read nor write except the tribe ofHW^ 
Igours, the greatest part of the Moguls and Tartars were as 
illiteiNite as their sovereign. The memory of their exploits 
tfUs preserved by tradition: sixty-eight years after the death 
of Zingis, these traditions were collecfed and transcribed*; 
the brevity of their domestic annals may be supplied by 
the Chinese t, Persians:}:, Armenians^, Syrians jj, Ara- 

, ♦ la 1294, by the command of Ca^an^li^katii of Persia, the fourth in 

jyNgi^ut fi-Oni Zmjifig From these traditions, hw Vizir Fadlallah composed a 
history tii ttie Peisian language, whidhhas been used by Petit dela Croix 
flllst. de Genghizcan, p 537—539.). The Histoire Gcnc-alogique des Tatar* 
(d 'Leyde, 17^^» in i2mo. 2 tomes) was translated by the Swedish prisoners in 
$ib«riafrom the IMogul MS. of Ahulgasi Eahadur Khan, a descendant of Zin- 
Itis, who i^eigued over the Usbeks of Charaisiu, or Caiizme (A. D. 1644— 1663), 
He is of most value and credit for the names, pedigrees, and niauneis of his 
nation Of his nine parts, the ist descends from Adam to Mogul Khan j the 
lid, from Mognl to Zingis, the iiird, is the life of Zingis ; the ivth, vth, vith, 
and yiith, the gtmeral history of his four sous, and their posterity ; the viiith, 
and ixth, the pai’ticular history of the dtscciidauts of Sheibaui Khan, who 
reigned in Jilaurfcnahar andCharasm. 

f de Gentchiscau, cl de toutc la Dinastic desMongons ses SncccE> 

schriB, Com|Uerans de la Chine; tii«*e de Vliistoire de la Chine, par 16 R. P. 
GaiAip, de la Societe de Jesus, Missionaire a Pekin; k Paris, 173;9, in 4to. This 
translation is stainped with the Ciimesc character of domebtie accuracy and 
foreign ignorance. 

t Se e^i^ e Histoire du Grand Genghizcan, premier Empereur dcs Mogols et 
Tartarllmnr M. Petit de la Croix, d Paris, 1710, in lanio: a work of ten years 
labour, miiefly drawn from the Persian writers, among whom Nisavi, the secie- 
tary of sultan Gelaleddm, has the merit and prejudices of a contemporary. A 
slight air of roma^e is the fault of the originals, or compiler. e§ee likewise 
the articles of Oenahizcuny Mohanmied^ GelaleUdi^^itc, m the BibUotheOiic 
OHentale of d'Herbelot. 

^ Haithonus, or Aithouus, an Armenian prince, and afterwards amonk of Pre- 
J montrfc (Fabric. Bibliot. Lat. Medii iEvi, tom.i. p. ai.), dictated in theFr^eU 
, iaufjfnag ffi^ is book de I'arfam, his old fellow-soldieors. It was immediately 
traiislalffmto Latin, and is inserted in the Koyuli^tdns of Simon Grynsens 
(BhsiI, 1 r>5.5» in folio). , ' 

II Zingis Khan, and his first sii^ccessors, Qci^lupy^thl conrhision of t^ Ixth 
Dviittkty of Akulpharagius (vers. Pocock, Oxon. in 4to.) ; and iMlctK 

Hyuiist) »3 (hat of iV»e Moguls of Persia. AsseinanhuWi(BihUot.'Grloi^^toinii^) 



Latins:''^^ ;>^,^aii4,e^ack<i^atio^pi tbSP^iion 

^ their owo'-disas^ter^ an4^cicfeat|;^^^ , 

The amts of |^gis and his j^tenants snccessivily redu^ 
ced the herds of the desert, who pitched their tents hetwei^ 
the wall of China and the Volga; and the^^ogul 
became tlie monarch of the pastoral, world, the lord of 
miUions of shepherds and aoldi^,* who felt their 
strength, and w§re impatient to rush o^ibe mild and weald||r 
climates of tl^^^outh. His ancestors had been the tr|i.^t!ariea^ 
of the Chin^ emperors; and Temugin himsyf had been 
disgraced by a title of hd||ijfr and servitude. The court of 
was astonished by ateinba^y from its former vassal. 
Who, in the tone of the king of nations, exacted tlie tribute and 
obedience which he had paid, and who affected to treai the 
son of heavm as the most conte^piptible of mankind, 
haughty answer disguised their secret apprehensions ; ands 


)ias extracted some facts from bi« Syriac writings, the lives of thp J^cobilc 
maphrians, or primates of the East , 

* Among the Arabians, in latf religion, v e may distinemsb Abub 

feda, sultan of Hamah in %ria, who fought in person, under tho^amalokiK 
standard, against the Moguls^ , 

■f Nlccpborus Gregoras (1. ii. c. 5, 6.) has felt the necessity of connectiDg|i|« 
Scythian and Byzantine histories. He describes with truth and elegaii^lpS' 
settlement and manners of the Moguls of Persia, but he is ignorant or Ibelr 
origin, and corrupts the names of Ziiigis ami liis sons, ‘ , 

I M. Levesque (Histoire de Russie, tom. ii ) has described the conqtplb 
of Russia by the Tartars from the patriarch Klcon, and the old chronicles. , 

§ For Ppland, I am content with the Sarmatia Asiatica et Furopea of Mat- 
thew a Michou, or de Michovid, a canon and ^ysician of Cracow (A> D. 
inserted in the Novus Orbis of Grynseus. Fabric. Biblidt. Latin, medile of 
infimae Altatis, fOm. v, p. 56 . 

1| I should quote Thuroezius, the oldest general historifttt (p«ts ii. C.y4. 
p. *150.), in the 1st volume of the Sciiptores Rerum Hungaricaritm, 4i^ tho 
pame yolqn^e contain the orimnal narrative of a contemporary, an eyc-wi|lj|o*8 
and a sufferer (M. Rogeni, Hungari, Varmliensis Capituli Canoqici C^^en 
miserabile, sen Historia super Destmqtione Regoi Huugarise, iTcinj^oriblLt 
Belae IV, Regis per Tartaros facta, p. 2 ^ 2 *— 321.) ; the best picture thnt f have 
ever seen of all the ewcurastances of a Barbaric invasion. iv' , 

** Ma^iew Rarishns represcuted, from autl^iitic documents, the^Wger and 
distress of Europe (consult the word Tarfari in his copious" Index). From 
motives of zeal and curiosity, the coUrt of the great Khan, in the xiiith ccii» 
tury was vj^ited by two friars, John de Plano Carpini, and William Rnbrvquts, 
and by Maroo Polo, ^fchetian gentleman. The Latin relationsof the two 
former are inserted i«r%e ]st volume of Hackluyt; the Italian origimd Or 
* versipn of the third (Fabric. Bibhot. Latin raedii A^vi, tom. ii. p. igd.tom. sr. 
p/25.) may be found in the iid tome of Ramusio. 

ft In his great History of the Hqns, M.de Guignes has most amply treated # 
Zingis Klmn’and hi|iS*i<0Ces«*oi5S. See tom. iii. 1. xv— xix. and in W Ml||eralf 
nrticiqs of the Se\)akiahs of Rcriiltt, tom ii. 1. xi. the Carizmtans, I. Xlr. and ^ 
]iIaii|alttke8, tom. iv. L Xxi: consult likewif^ the tables of the 1st volvirae. He 
is learned and aconwf® j yol ^ am^^y indebted to bun for a general view, 
andspii# pasioges of ^ydMa, which are still latent in the Arabic text. 






great wall,*, th 

Moguls oijjy e^oa\m^^0^d Zjogi^^^m a toow3<e(jge ‘ 
4>f . the l^ial piety ot' ihe compd ms xmgu^ri with 

thfllM^tiye ; an unworthy, and by degr^^s a fcuitr 

of & Virtue^f his enemies. His idtIJsion was 
twirled bj th^ j-evolt^ au hujidred thc^ii^ar^ Khitaiis, 

[i giu|iriled die. froj^^^er *. yet he listjefted to a treaty ; a/d a 
of Chiivx^ ihree thous^ind horse^i j^ve bundr^ 
youtlis,’ and as virgins, .apd a tribute of ^Id and s^lfv 

were t|;i^ price of his reheat. his becond expedition, lie 
^ooimpefieti the Chinese retire beyond the yelfcna^ 

river to a more .southern l^sidence. The siege of Pekin f 
was <Jong and laborious : the inhabitants were ,reduced 
ftipiue to decimate and devour their felIow-chi;^ns ; 
tto^r ammunition was spent, they dischai;ged ingpjts of |,9jid . 
and silver from their engines ; but the Moguls introduced a 
mine to ^^ centi'e of the .capital ji apd the conflagration of 
the burpt above thirty day^/? CJfaiua w.as desolated by 

Tartar war and domestic faction.; and'ithe live northern pro- 
^llll^es were added to the empire of Zingis. 

‘ m. the We§t, he touched the dpminious of Mobampifd 
Multan pf .Carizme, who reigned frpm the Persian Gulf to the 
bordei’S^of lndiaand 'Turkeslaa; and who, in the jw'o.ud imi- 
tation of Alexander the Great, forgot ^xe servitude and in- 
gratitude of Jiis fathers io the house of Seljuk/ It was<tihp ' 
wish pf^nps 1:0 cstabhidi a friendly and commercial ipt^r- 
;tl^^ most jmweriul of 4lie Moslem prinpes; pof 
,cq||d tempted by tJic sec le. oliritations of the cahph 
jpf ,}vho sfacrificed to his personal wrongs the safety 

of .the ;^urch and state. A fash and inhu 3 |i^n dc^ provo- 
justified the '^"artar arms ip the inva^ihn of fh^ 
soutjiem "^sia- A caravan of three ambassadors apd op^ 
Jhwd^ed and fifty merchants, was arr(^S||p pnd musideripd 
Otrar, hy command of Mohammed waS it till affer 
a demand^and demai of justice, till he grayed ,apd fa^ted'^\ 

* fllc^Woperly ¥en-hn>r^ an .ancient 
fnvlongs to souCvMnist of the modern Pek$k^ vidiid>lR^ ]b^ilC bvjC 
((iaubel, ri 146) Pe-ljn^ JUiUd '^an-kinff ' '' 

inortVi and tiie south. The idcii^W. and ^lingiei|f 

likdful lca(lcr^ of tlu' Chiuc'se geogra|iiiy (j^. 'I77.y ' '* ' ^ ^ 



Uijree'vl^^if ’on a mountaii^ia^ftfe W>$»\ 
to {^e'|ud|^^ 9 ^ 'Ood anlps ^^V|0}:iiel9ir%at> 

iies, says\ pMosMhic writer atre petty skitpl^S, if com- 
pared to, the nuW^rs that haiiit fought and falleii in the 
fields of Asia. Seven hundred thousand Moguls Ta- 
tars ate said to have marched under the st«lt||i^rd of 
and his four sons. In the vast plains that extend to fte 
nortB^of the Sihdu or Jax^es, they were encountered by 
hundred thousand soldiers of the sultan; and in the fif^t 
batj|le* which Wi? suspended by the night, One hundred and 
sixty thousand Carizmians were stain. Mohammed was 
^,,^iistonished by the multitude and valour of his enemies : he 
withdrew from the scene of danger, and distributed his 
troops in the frontier towns, trusting that the BarbarianSi 
invincible in the field, would be repulsed by the length and 
difficulty of so many regular sieges. But the prudence pf* 
Zingis had formed a body of Chinese engineers, skilled in 
the mechanic arts, informed perhaps of the secret of gun- 
powder, and capable, uOd^er his discipline, of attacking a 
foreign country, with more vigour and success than they 
had defended their own. The Persian historians will related 
the sieges and reduction of Otrar, Cogende, Bochara, Samar- 
cand, Carizine, Herat, Mefou, Nisabour, Balch, and Can^-^ 
har ; and the conquest of the rich and populous countries of 
Transoxiana, Carizme, and Chorasan. The destructive hos- 
tilities of Attila and tlie Huns have long since been elucida- 


ted by the example of Zingis and the Mogul^,; and in this 
more proper place I shall be content to observe, tbatj from, 
the Caspian to the Indufi they ruined a tract of many hun- 
dred miles, which was adorned with the habitations and 
labours of manklijd, and that five centuries have not been 
sufficient to repair |he ravages of four y^ts. lire Mogul 
emperor encouraged or indulged t%e fury of his troops : the 
hope of future possession ardour of rapine 

and , slaughter^ anil cause of the war exaspeiated theh* 
native fierceness pretence of justice and revenge. 

The downfall the sultan Mohammed, whb 

expired d^ert island of 

f^.M, tom. iii. c. 6o. p. 8. Hi» 

Zingis mA «* general a«&a« uid 

Irttilk, withffiunn 

You VIIL 3 A 



§ 162 , uistokt df'^iije decliIte and fall^ 

Sea* is })opr calaniitksi of whi^ h© was 

the author. Could the Carizmiau empi^ mire been sav^ 
by a single h^ro, it would have been sa^ed by his son Gela- 
lecldin, whoseactive valour repeatedly checked the Moguls in 
the,>pireer of victory. Retreating, as he fought, to the banks 
of the Indus* he was oppressed by their innumerable host, 
till, in the last niom^t of despair, Gelaleddin spurred his 
liprse into the waves, swam ono' of the broadest and most 
rapid rivers of Asia, and extorted the admiration and applause 
of Ziiigis himself. It was in this camp that the Mogut Oon- 
queror yielded with reluctance to the murmurs of his weary 
and wealthy tioops, who sighed for the enjoyment of 
native land. Incumbered with the spoils of Asia, he slowly 
measured back liis footsteps, betrayerl some pity for the 
misery of the vamiuished, and declared his iirtention,;of 
rebuilding the cities which had been swept away ^ the tem- 
pest of his arms. 4fter he had repassed the and Jax- 
aites, he was joined by tw^o genteals, whom he l^ad detached 
with thirty thousand horse, to subdue the western provinces 
of Persia. They bad trampled on the nations which oppo- 
sed their passage, penetrated through the gates of Dcrbent, 
traversed the Volga and the Desert, and accomplished the cir- 
cuit of the Caspian Sea, by an expedition which had never 
been attempted, and lias never been repeated. ^J'he return of 
Zingis was signalized by the overthrow of the rebellious or 
independent kingdoms of 7 artary ; and he died in the ful- 
ness of years and glory, with his last breath exhorting and 
' instructing liis sons to atchiove the conquest of ilxe Chines*;’ 
empire. 

The haram of Zingis was cornposed of five hundred wives 
and concubines ; and of his numerous progeny, four sons, 
illustrious by their birth and merit, exercised under their 
father- the ])nncipal offices of peace and war. Toushivsas 
bis great huntsman, Zagatai * his jiu^ge, Octaidiis minister, 
and Tuli, his gent ral ; and thtir irdxiiis and Actions are often 
conspicuous in the history of his conquests. Firmly nnited 


for their Jl^ n and the public int^est* the three brothers and 


* Zuji'atQ.i pave Iiis nanie to his domiuioii« or Transoicianai 

and the Mojiuls cl’ Hiudostan, who CMnigrated tliat- Rtinti^JtarC styled 
Zacratai?! hy the Persians. This certain etymology, and the siuiUar ek^mple.of 
Vzbek, >io[;ni, &.c may warn us not absolutely reject the derivations of a 
naiioiu!, fiom a pcisoual, name. 
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* . CTF THE ROMAN 

their fti^milies were content witii|^^,4^pend€ht scept^; and 
Octal, general consent, gimf MIftiif or 
epperor of tb^^^oguls and Tartars! He waa succeeil^Mi by 
his son Gayuk, after wboSe death the empire devolved to his 
cousins Mangou arid Cublal, the sons of Tuli, and the grand- 
sons of Zingis. In the sixty-eight years of his four fir^t pic- 
cessors, the Mogul subdued, almost all Asia, and a large por^ 
tion of Europe. Without confining. myself to the order of 
time], without expatiatirif on the detail of events, I shall 
present a general picture of the progress of their arms ; E 
IrHlihe East; II. In the South; III. In the West; and IV. 

In tlie North. 

I. ^Before the invasion of Zingis, Cliina was divided into 
two empires or dynasties of the North and South * ; and the 
difference of origin and interest was smoothed by a general 
conformity of laws, language, and national manners. The 
Northern empire, which had been dismembered by Zingis^ 
was finally subdued seven years after his death. After the 
loss of P#kin, the emperpr had fixed his lesidence at Kai- 
fong, a city many leagues in circumference, and wliich 
contained, according to the Chinese annals, fourteen hun- 
dred thousand families of inhabitants and fugitives. He 
escaped from thence wiUi only seven horsemen, and made 
his last stand in a third capital, till at length the hopeless 
mcmarcli, protesting his innocence and accusing his fortunci^t 
ascendcA a funeral pile, and gave orders, that, as soon 
had stabbed himself, the fire should be kindled by his attei^r 
ants. The dynasty of the SQJig, the native arid ancient sqve?^ 
reigns of the whole empire,* survived about forty-five yeafs 
the fall of the northern usurpers ; and the perfect conqm^l^. 
was reserved for the arms of Cublai. During this interval,' 
the Moguls were often diverted by foreign wars ; and, if • 
Chinese seldom Aiared to meet their victors in the field, theif 
passive courage presented an endless succession of cities to 
storm and of miyiqps to slaughter. In the attack and 
defence of places, 4he engines of antiquity and the Greek 

* In Marco P 0 I 9 , and ItJle Ol^ental geographers, the names of Catliay and 
Mangt distinguish the tiortW«^a and southeru enipu*es, which, from A. I>. 1334 
• to I 37 i>yt,>ere those of the Oreat Khan, and of the Chinese The search of 
Cathay, aftelfil^ina had hcen found, excited and misled our navigators of the 
aniteehth eeatory, in their attempts to discover the north-east passage, 
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ffe ivfeft alternatefy employed: the use gmipo^er in 
cSd4<l and bohlbs appeia<fS^Wi|riana*d^^ Shd the 

i?ieges were cdridtreted by the Mahonietatis and Pranks, who 
had been liheralJy invited into the service Cublai. After 
losing the great river, the troOps and artillery Were conveyed 
albngf a aeries of canals, till they invested the royal rf\siclt nce 
of Hfamcheu^ or Quinsay, in the country of s«}k. the most 
delicious climate of China, The einfjeror, a defciK^eless 
youth, surrendered his person and k:eptre ; and before he 
'was sent in exile into Tartary, he struck nine times the 
^'ground with his forehead, to adore in prayer or Ihanksi^iving 
the mercy of the great khan. Yet the war (it was now sty- 
led a rebellion) was still maintained in the southern prdviit^ 
Ces from Hamcheu to Canton ; and the obstinate remnant of 
independence and hostility was transported from the land t6 
the sea. But when tlie fleet of the Song was surrounded and 
Oppressed by a superior armament, their last champion leaped 
into the waves with his infant emperor in his arms. It is 
more glorious,” he cried, to die a prince, thafi to live a 
slave/’ An hundred thousand Chinese imitated his exam- 
ple; and the whole (.mpire from Tonkin to the great wall, 
submitted to the dominion of Cublai. His boundless ambi- 
tion aspired to the conquest of Japan: his fleet was twice 
shipwrecked ; and the lives of an hundred thousand Moguls 
and Chinese were sacrificed in the fruitless expedition. But 
the circumjacent kingdoms, Corea, Tonkin, Cochiuchina, 
Pegu, Bengal, and Thibet, were reduced in different degrees 
qf tribute and obedience by the effort or terror of his arms. 
He explored the Indian ocean with a fleet of a thousand 
^hips they sailed in sixty-eight days most probably to the 
isle of Borneo, under the equinoctial line ; and though' they 
returned not without spoil or glory, the emperor was dissatis- 
fied tliat the savage king b^d escaped from their hands. 

* I on t|ic knowledge ntid fei^IUy of Perc ClauWl, trAttslatcs 

the annals of the Mogula or Ytien {p. 71#>93. 153.) : l^ut I 
nm ignorant at Wnat time these aimais wove composM and published. The 
two uncles of Marco Polo, wiio served as engineers at the sicffe of Sangyaujgfou 
( 1 . H. c 6l. in RainuBio, tom. ii, hee p, 15$. 157 ), have^ felt 

mwi related the OlTe^ts of this destrti^ive Ihe&r silence is a ^ircighty 

tnd almost decisive objcci^. I entertalh a that the recent di^o- 

fery %as carried fi-Otti to China by tb^ taSgivinii of iM 

and falarW adopted as 4i^n j|||| 4 iatintia^, discovery hetpre the altSilw of 
l^uese ana ^oils in Vet PernGhul^t Of 

l^oapowder has been knovna'to tH Ciua«te above idoo yeai f . 



or THE ROMAK 

IL The conquest of Hindo$|t|liy the Moguls reserved 

in airier period for the hoiilte of %»nottr ; but that Idf ban, 
or Persia, was atcliieved by Holagou Khan, the grandacHtt of 
Zlngis, the brother and lieutenant of tha two nuccSOs^va 
emperors, Mangou and Cublai. I shall not enumem^ ^ 
crowd of sultans, emirs, and atabeks, whom he traitiplo4' 
into dust : but the extirpation of the m Ismftelialis ♦ 

of .Persia, may be considered as* a service to itianfc[ind« 
Among the hills to .the south of the Caspian, these odious 
sectaries had reigned with impunity above an hundred and 
'sixty years; and their pnnee, or Imam, established hti 
lieinenaiu to lead and govern the colony of mount LibanuSi 
so famous and formidable in the history of the crusades f- 
With the fanaticism of tire Koran, the Ismaelians had 
blended the Indian traii^migration, and the visions of their 
own prophets : and k was their hrst duty to devote their 
souls and bodies irf' blind obedience to the vicar of God. 
The daggers of his missionaries were felt both in the EasI 
and West : the Christians and the Moslems enumerate, and 
perhaps multiply, the illustrious victims that were sacrificed 
to the zeal, avarice, or resentment of /he old man (as he Was 
corruptly styled) of the mountain* But these daggers, bis 
only arms, were broken by the sword of Holagou, and not d 
vestige is left of the enemies of mankind, except the word 
amsfiiny which, in the most odious sense, has been adopted ift 
the languages of Europe. The extinction of the AbbassSdes 
cannot be indifferent to the spectators of their greatnes? abd 
decline. Since the fall of their Seljukmn tyrants, the caliphs 
had recovered their lawful dominion of Bagdad and the 
Arabian Irak ; but the city was distracted by theological 
factions, and the commander of the faithful was lost in ta 
liaram of seven hundred concubines. The invasion of the 
Moguls he encountered with feeble arms and haughty 
embassies. " On the divine decree,” said the Caliph Mosta* 
sem, IS founded the throne of the sons Of Abbas $ and 
" theigdbes shall surely be destroyed in this world and m die 

All tfcst «m life lOwwn •f tlie Aasassins of Per«ia Mid Syria, ii pStirls 

tie cojpious, and oven profuse, erudition of M. PalSohef, in twSi 
* road thp Aeoderop nf itt»arh>ti<ms (tom. xvii. p. 1S7— 170;). * * 

t sa,boo Astoisins, mm fie<)uired nr founded tin 

tortvia^ About tko year rSiO, they extirpnttd 
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Who is this Holagou that dares to arise against 
th^m? If he be desii*oti|^?if peace^ let him ispstautly depart 
from the saqied territory ; and perlmps he may obtain 
from, oqr clemency, the pardon of his fault.^' This pre- 
surqptjofts was cherished by a perhdious viziiv, who assured his 
master, tViat, even if the Barbarians had entered the city^ the 
women and chjiid re n, fiom the terraces, would be sufficient 
tooverwhclm them with stones. But when llolagou touched 
the phantom, it instantly vanished into smoke. Aftei a siege 
<i{ two months, Bagdad was stormed and sacked by the 
Moguls: and their savage commander pronounced the death 
of the Caliph Mostasem, the last of tlic temporal successors 
of Mahomet; whose noble kinsmen, of the race of.Ahbas^ 
had reigned in Asia above five litmdrcd ycais. . Whatever 
might be the, design|^)of the conqucior^.the holy citic| 
Mecca arul Medina were protected by the Arabian 'clesi 
but the Moguls spread beyond the "tiuf Eupht||^j| 

pillaged Aleppo and Damascus, and thieatened to join the 
Trunks in the deliverance of Jerusalem. Kgy[)t was lost, 
had she been defended only by her feeble offspring ; but the 
Marnalukes had bieathed in their infancy the kcennesx of a 
Scythian air; equal in valour, superior in discipline, they 
met the Moguls in many a well-fougbt fiedd ; and drove back 
the stveara of iiostility to the easiwaid of the Euphrates. 
But it ovei flowed with resistless violence the kingdoms of 
Armenia and Anatolia, of which the lormer was possessed 
by the Christians, and the latter by the Tmks. The sultans 
of Iconium opposed some resistance to llie Mogul aims, till 
Azzadm sought a refuge among the Greeks of Constantino- 
plcr and his feeble successors, the last of the Seljukuui 
dynasty, were finally extirpated by the khans of Persiap 
III. No sooner had Octai subvei^ed the northern empire of 
China, than he resolved to visit with his arms the most remote 
countries of the West. Fifteen hundred thousand Moguls 
and Tartars were insciibed on the mili^'.ry roll; of ^;hese llie 
great khan selected a third, whicli he entrusted to tlm com- 
mand of his nephew Baton, the son of Tuli ; who reigqed 
over his father’s conquests to the north of the Caspian sea. 


• As a proof of tb«} ignorance of the Cliincse in foreign |||auBactioo$, I 
loiist obst'jve, that some of tbeir historians extern,! the conqifets of Zingis 
Juaisclf to Medina, the country of Mahomet (Gaubil, p. 4S.}. .. 
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Aftet a festival of forty day^i, i^atou set forwards on this 
great expedition ; ci!nd such was the speed and ardout of his 
innumerable squadrons*, that in less than six years tliey had 
measured a line of ninety degress 6f longitude, a fourth part 
of the circumference of the globe. The great rivers of Asia 
and Europe, tiie Volga and Kama, the Don and Borysthenes, 
the Vistula and Danube, they eithcfr swam with their horses, 
or .passed on the iqe^ or traversed in leathern boats, which 
lol lowed the camp, and transported their waggons and artil- 
lery, By the fiist victories of Baton, the remains of national 
freedom were eradicated in the immense plains of Turkestan 
• and Kipzak In his rapid progress, he overran the king- 
doms, as they are now ^yled, of Astracan and Cazan ; and 
the troops which he detached tovv^irds mount Caucasus, 
explored tiie most secret recesses of Georgia and Circas|iia. 
The civil discard of the great dukes, or princes, of Russia^ 
betrayed their country to the Tartars. They spread from 
Livonia to the Black Sea, and both Moscow and Kiow, the 
modern and the aritient capitals, were re<luced to ashes; a 
temporary ruin, less fatal than the deep, and peihaps indeli- 
ble, mark, which a servitude of two hundied years has 
imprinted on the character of the Russians. Tiie Tartars 
ravaged with equal fury thecountiies winch they hoped to 
})ossess, anti those whicli they were hastening to leave. 
From the permanent conquest of Russia, they made a deadly, 
though transient, inioad into the heart of Roland, and as i‘ar 
as the holders of Germany. The cities of Lublin and 
Ciacow weie obliterated ; they approached the shores of^ tlic 
Baltic; and in the battle of Lignitz, they defeated the dukes 
of Silesia, the Rolish palatines, and the gieat master of the 
Teutonic order, and filled nine sacks with the right-cars of 
the slain. From Lignitz, the cxtieme point of their western 
march, they turned aside to the invasion of Hungary, and 
the presence or spii^t of Batou inspired the host of five bun- 
dled tliousand men r the Carpathian hills could not be long 
impervums to their divided columns ; anti their appioach had 
been fondly disbelieved till it was irresistibly felt. The 
•king, Bela the fourth, assembled the mllitaiy force of liis 

The Dashte Kipzak or plain oT Kipzak, extends on cither side of the Volga, 
in a boundless space tov^iids the J.iik Jirui Borysthen^ s, and is supposed to 
contain tiic piiimtive name and ualiuiiof the Cosacks. 
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counts and bi$ho{ks; but^'^he bad alienated the nation by 
adopting -a vagrant hord of forty thousand families of 
Comans^ and these savage guests were provoked to revolt by 
the suspicion of treachery and the murder of their prince. 
The whole country north of the Danube was lost in a day, 
and depopulated in a summer; and the ruins of .cities and 
churches were overspread with the bones of the natives, who 
expiated the sins of their Turkish ancestors. An ecclesiastic, 
who fled from the sack of Waradin, describes the calamities 
which he bad seen or suffered ; and the sanguinary rage of 
sieges and battles is far less atrocious than the treatment of 
the fugitives, who had been allured from the woods under a 
promise of peace and pardon, and wlio were coolly slaughtered 
as soon as they bad performed the labours of the harvest and 
vintage. In the winter, the Tartars passed the Danube on 
the ice, and advanced to Gran or Strigonium, a German 
colony, and the metropolis of the kingdom. Thirty engines 
were planted against the walls; the ditches were filled with 
sacks of earth and dead bodies ; and after a promiscuous 
massacre, three hundred noble matrons were slain in the 
presence of the khan. Of all the cities and fortresses of 
Hungary, three alone survived the Tartar invasion, and the 
unfortunate Bela hid his head among the islands of the 
Adriatic, 

The Latin woild was darkened by this cloud of savage 
hostility: a Russian fugitive canied the alarm to Sweden; 
and the remote nations of the Baltic and the ocean trembled 
at the approach of the Tartars whom their fear and ignor- 
ance were inclined to separate from the human species. 
Since the invasion of the Arabs in the eighth century, 
Europe had never been exposed to a similar calamity ; and if 
ilic disciples of Mahomet would have oppressed her religion 
and liberty, it might be apprehended that the shepherds of 
Scythia would extinguish her cities, Iw arts, and all the 
institutions of civil society. The Roman pontiff attempted 


* In the year IS 38 , the inhabitants of Gothia (Sweden) and Frise were 
pi evented, by their fear of the Tartars, fr^ni sendings, as usual, their to 
the h( 1 rm»: tishery on the coast of Eng^tasid; and as there waa no exportation, 
fort) or tiftv of these fish were sold for a shillinp^ (Matthew Paris, p. 396.). 
It IS whimsical enough, titat the ordeis of a Mogul khan, who reigned oivtlic 
border*! of China, •should have lowered the price of herrings in the* English 
niaiket. 
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to appense and convert these invificible Pagans by a mission 
of Franciscan and Dotninioaii friars ; bul he was astonished 
by the reply of the khan^ that the sons of God and of Zingif 
were invested with a divine power to subdue or extirpate the 
nations; and that the pope would be involved in the univer- 
sal destruction, unless be visited in person, and as a suppliant, 
the royal hord. The emperor Frederic the second embraced 
a more generous mode of defence; and his letters to the 
kings of France and England, and the princes of Germany, 
represented the common danger, and urged them to arm 
their vassals in this just and rational crusade The Tartars 
themselves were awed by the fame and valour of the Franks : 
tfie town of Newstadt in Austria was bravely defended 
against them by fifty knights and twenty cross-bows ; and 
they raised the siege on the appearanci of a German army. 
After wasting the adjacent kingdoms of Servia, Bosnia, a;id 
Bulgaria^ Baton slovvly retreated from the Danube to the 
Volga to enjoy the rewards of victory in the city and palace 
of Serai, which started at liis command from the midst of 
the desert. 

Even the poor and frozen regions of the north 
attracted the arms of the Moguls: Siieibani Khan, the 
brother of the great Batou, led an herd of fifteen thousand 
families into tlie wilds of Siberia; and his descendants 
reigned at Tobolskoy above three centuries, till the Russian 
eoiK]uost. The spirit of enterprise which pursued the course 
oi’ the Oby and Yenisei must have led to the discovery of the 
iry sea. After brushing away the monstious fables, of men* 
w ith dogs heads and cloven feet, we shall find, that, fifteen 
years after the death of Zingis, the Moguls were infoimed 
of the name and manners of the Saiiioyedes in the neigh- 
hourhood of the polar circle, who dwelt in subterraneous 
huts, and derived their furs and tlieir food from the sole 

occupation of iiuntingf* 

* 

* 1 shall copy hit *cliaractccic or flattering epithets of (he difTerent countries 
of Euri^pc: Fureus ac fci’veus aJ anna Germania, r>ticnuee inilitise geuetnx et 
alumna Francia, bclhcosa ct audax Hispania, vii tuosa virit et classe munita 
hii tiliii A'ngha, impetuosis hellatoribns referta Alcmanuia, navalit Dacia, indo- 
inita Italia, pacis ignara Burgundia, iiiquieta Apulia, cum ifiiaris Grteci, Adri- 
at<ci Tyrrljieni insnlia |)yrati«is etluTictifl, Cypio, SiciH4, cutn Upeano 

cuiitermiois insulU, et regionibup, crueuia Hyheruia, cum agjiU \Vailta, palut'- 
Scotia; jelacialis Norwegiaauau eleeUmioiUtiani sub vexmo Ci ucit destina- 
hunt, Ac. (Matthew Paris, p. 498 ). 

t See Carpio^s relation in HaeWuyt, vol. a. p. 30. Tho pedigree of th# 

VoL. viir. » B 
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While China, Syria, nnrfPoland, were invaded at the same 
time by the Moguls and i'aitars, the authors of the mighty 
mischief were content w itli the knovvledge and declaration, 
that their word was the sword of death. Like the first 
caliphs, the first successors of Zingis seldom appeared in 
]>rrson at the head of their victorious armies. On the banks 
of the Onon and Sclinga, the royal or golden hord exhibited 
the contjast of simplicity and greatness} of the roasted 
sheep and inarc’c milk which composed llieir banquets*; and 
of a ditlilhution in one day of five hundred waggons of gold 
and silvci. The ambassadors and princes of Europe and 
Asm wcie compelled to undertake this distant and laborious 
pilgi image; and the life and reign of the great dukes of 
Kussia, tlie kings of Georgia and Armenia, the sultans of 
Iconiuin, andibeemiis of IVisia, W’ere decided by the frow'n 
or smile of the great klian. The sons and grandsons of 
Zingis had been accustomed to the pastoral life; but the 
village of Caracorum* was gradually ennobled by then 
election and residence. A change of manners is implied in 
the removal of Octal and Mangou from a tent to an house; 
and their example w^as imitated by the princes of their 
family and tlie great ofliceis of the em|)ire. Instead of the 
boundless forest, the inclosure of a park afforded the more 
indolent pleasures of the eh ace ; their new habitations weic 
decorated with painting and sculpture ; their superfluous 
treasures were cast in fountains, and basons, and statues of 
massy silver; and the artists of China and Paris vied with 
*cach other in the service of the great khanT- Caracoium 
contained two sticets, the one of Chinese mechanics, the 
other of Mahometan traders ; and the places of religious 
worship, one Ncstorian church, two moschs, and twelve 
(emj)les of various idols, may represent in some degree the 
number and division of inhabitants. Yet a French mission - 

khan;; of SilnTia is t>y Abutptiazi (pt^.viii. p. 485— Have tlu' 

Rushihtis fouiiU no Taj tur chroiiictcs at Toboiski ? • 

♦ The Afiip of d'Anvillc, and the riiinesc Itineraries (de Giiii^nes, tom. n 
part if. p. 57 . seem to mark the position of Holin, or Coracortim, about six 
hundred niiies to the noiih-Mfst of Prkifii. The distance between SehnipnBVy 
and Pekin is near 2000 Russian versts, between ] 300 and 1400 Eng^lish miles 
(BeiraTravela, vol. li. p.h7 ). 

t Rubruquis found at Curaconim his countryniaii Onillanme Uovchtr orfetin^^ 
<k Purij, who had executed for the khan a silver tree, supported by four lions, 
and cjet'tinsr four different liquors, Ahulgha^i (part iv. p. 336.) n^ntioiis tl>^ 
pawters of Kitay and China. 
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twy declares, that the town of S^, Denys, near Paris, was 
more considerable than the Tartfir capital ; and that the 
Vi, hole palace of Mangcni was scarcely equal to a tenth part of 
that Benedictine abbey. Tlie conquests of Russia and Syria 
might amuse the vanity of tlie great khans; but they were 
seated on the holders of China; the acquisition of tliat 
empire was the nearest and most interesting object ; and they 
might Jearn from their pastoral economy, that it is for the 
advantage of the shepherd to protect and propagate his 
ilock. 1 have already celebrated the wisdom and virtue of 
a Mandarin, who prevented the desolation ot live populous 
and cultivated provinces, [n a spotless administration of 
thiity years, this frierul of his country and of mankind con- 
tinually laboured to mitigate, or suspend, the havoc of war; 
to save the monuments, and to rekindle the fliime, of science ; 
to restrain the military commander by the restoration of 
civil magistrates 4 and to instil the love of peace and justice 
into the minds of the Moguls. He struggled with the bar- 
barism of the first conquerors ; but his salutary lessons pro- 
duced a rich haivest in the second genei ation. The northern 
and by degress the southern, einpiie, acquiesced in the 
government of Cwblai, tlie lieutenant, and afterwards the 
successor, of Mangou ; and the nation was loyal to a prince 
who had been educated in the manners of China. He 
restored the forms of her venerable constitution ; and the 
victors submitted to tlie laws, the fashions, and even the 
prejudices, of the vanquished people. This peaceful triumph, 
•which has been more than once repeated, may be ascribedlp 
in a great measure, to the numbers and servitude of the 
Chinese- The Mogul army was dissolved in a vast and 
populous country; and -tbetr emperors adopted with pleasure 
a political system, wUieh gives to the prince the solid sub- 
stance of despotism, and leaves to the subject the empty 
names of philosophy, fieedom, and filial obedience. 'Uader 
the reign of Cubiai, leFprsand commerce, peace and justice* 
were restored ; ,the great canal, of five hundred miles, was 
opcired from Nankin to the capital ; he fixed his residence 
‘ at Pekin ; and displayed in Ixis court the magnificence of the 
greatest monarch of Asia- Yet this learned prince declined 
from the pure and simple religion of his great ancestor; he 
sacrifited to the idol Fo; and his blind attachment to the 

3 
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ri^^mas of Thibet and the ^bonzes of China* provoked the 
censure of the disciplea of Confucius. His successors 
polluted the palace with a crowd of ^^eunuchs, physicians, 
and astrologers, while thirteen millions of their subjects were 
consumed in the provinces by famine. One hundred and 
forty years after the death of Zingis, his degenerate race, 
the dynasty of the Yuen, was expelled by a revolt of the 
native Chinese ; and the*Mogul emperors were lost in the obli* 
vion of the desert. Before this revolution, they had forfeited 
their supremacy over the dependent brancihes of their house, 
the khans of Kipzak and Russhi, the khans of Zagatai or 
Transoxiana, and the khans of Iran or Persia. By their 
distance and power these royal lieutenants had soon been 
released from the duties of obedience ; and, after the death 
of Cublai, they scorned to accept a sceptre or a title from his 
unworthy successors. According to their lespective situation 
they maintained the simplicity of the pastoral life, or assumed 
the luxury of the cities of Asia ; hut tlie princes and their 
holds were alike disposed for the reception of a foieigu 
worship. After some hesitation between the Gospel and the 
Koran, they confujtncd to the religion of Mahomet; and 
while they adopted foi theii biethien fhc Arabs and Persians, 
they renounced all intercourse with the ancient Moguls, the 
idolaters of Cliina. 

In this shipwreck of nations, some surprise may be excited 
by the escape of the Uoiiiau empire, whose lelics, at the 
time of the Mogul invasion, were dismembered by the 
Greeks mid Latins. Less potent than Alexander, they were 
pressed, like the Macedonians, both in Jiurope and Asia, by 
the shepherds of Seythia ; and had tlie Tartars undertaken 
the siege, Constantinople must have yielded to the fate of 
Pekin, Samarcand, and Bagdad. The glorious and voluntary 
letreat of Baton from the Uanubc was insulted by the vain 
triumph of the Franks and Giecks'f ; and in a second 

• The attachment of the khans, anti the haCretl of the maudarins, to the 
honaet and lamas (Dahalde, Hist, de la Chine, tom. i p. 50^, 5oa ) seems to 
represent them at the priests of the same god, of the Indian /h, uhose woiship 
prevails among the sects of Hindostan, Siam, Thibet, China, and Japan. , But 
this wiystertovji subject Is still lost iii a cloud, which the rescaiches of ouv 
Aamtic Society may gradually dispel. 

t Some repulse of the Moguls in Hungary (Matthew Paris, p. 54.‘i, 546.) 
might propagate and colour the report of the union and victory of the kipgs of 
the Franks on the confiuesof Bulgaria. Abulphar^iiis (Dynast, p. Slu ), after 
f#rty years, beyond the Tigrit , might be etsily deceived. 
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Expedition death surprised him in full march to attack the 
capital of the Caesars. His bibther fior^a carried the 
Tartar fa ns into Bulgaria and Thrace ; but he was diverted 
fro.’N I he Byzantine war by a visit to Novogorod, in the fifty* 
seventh degree of lafitiule, where he numbered the inhabit- 
ants and legulated the tributes of Russia. The Mogul khan 
formed an alliance with the Manialukea against his brethren 
of Persia: three hundred thousand horse penetrated through 
the gates of Derbcnd', and the Greeks might rejoice in the 
first example of domestic war. After the recovery of Con- 
stantinople, Michael Palaeologus at a distance from his 
court and army, was s^irprised and surrounded, in a Thracian 
Castfe, by .tvvenly thousand Tartars. But the object of their 
march W'a^ a private interest: they came to the deliverance 
of Azadin, the Turkish sultan ; and were content with his 
person and the treasure of the emperor. Their general 
Noga, whose name is perpetuated in the hords of Astracan, 
raised a forinidahlc rebellion against Mengo Tiinour, the 
third of the khans of Kipzak ; obtained in iniirriage Maria 
the natural daughter of Palmologus; and guarded the 
dominions of his fiiend and father. 7die subsequent inva- 
sions of a Scythian cast weie those of outlaws and fugitives; 
and some tliousaiids of Alani and Comans, who had been 
driven frointlieir native seats, were reclaimed from a vagrant 
life, and inlisted in the service of the empire. Such was the 
influence in Europe of the invasion of the Moguls. The 
first terror of their arms secured^ rather than disturbed, the 
'peace of the Roman Asia. The sultan of Iconium soliciUid 
a personal interview wdth John Vatacesj and his artful 
policy encouraged tl)e Turks to defend their barrier against 
the common enemy i*. That barrier indeed was soon over- 
tlirown ; and the servitude and ruin of the Seljukians exposed 
the nakedness of the Greeks. The formidable Holagou 
threatened to march to Constantinople at the head of four 
hundred tliousand mel\; and the groundless panic of the 
citizens of Nice will present an image of the terror which 
he had inspired. The accident of a procession, and t\;^e 
sound of a doleful litany, From the fury of the Taittl. , 

* See Pachymer, 1. iii. c. SS. and 1. he. e. 96, 37. * md the alarm at Nice, 
J.iii. c. Niceptiorus Gregoras, 1. iv. c. 6. 

t G. Ac^polita, p. 36, 37. Niv.Gr«ganif, 1. ii c, ir. c. 3 . 
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good Lord, deliver us/' Lad scattered the hasty report 'of 
an assault and massacre. 'In the blind credulity of iear, the 
streets of Nice were crowded with thousands of botli sexes, 
who knew not from what or to whom they fled ; and some 
hours elapsed before the firmness of the military officers 
could relieve tbe city from this imaginary foe. But the 
ambition of Holagou and his successors uas fortunately 
diverted by the conquest of Bagdad, and a Jong vicissitude 
of Syrian wars: their hostility to the Moslems inclined them 
to iimte with the Greeks and Franks* ; and their geneiosity 
f>r contempt had offered the kingdom of Anatolia as the 
reward of an Armenian vassal. The fragments of tJic 
Scljnkian monarchy weie disputed by the emirs who had 
occupied the cities or the mountains; hut they all confessed 
the supremacy of the klians of Peisia; and he often intce*^ 
posed his authority, and sometimes his arms, to check their 
dt predations, and to picserve the jK^acc and haJance of his 
Tuikisli frontier. The death of Cazan ‘f, one of tiie greatest 
and most accomplished piinces of the house of Zingis, 
rtmioved this salutary control; and the decline of the 
Moguls gave a free scope to the rise and progress of the 
Ottoman Empire J;. 

After the retreat of Zingis, the sultan Gelaleddin ofCariz- 
»ne had returned from India to the possession and defence of 
his Persian kingdoms. In the space of eleven years, that 
hero fought in person fourteen battles ; and such was liis 
activity, that he led his cavalry in seventeen days from Teflis 
tc Kerman, a march of a thousaml miles. Y,et he was op- 
pressed by the jealousy of tlie Moslem prmces, and tJie innu- 
merable armies of the Moguls; and after his last defeat, 
Gelaleddin perished ignobly in the mountains of Ci4rtlistan. 
His death dissolved a veteran and adventurous army, w Inch 
Included under the name of Carizmians or Corasiuins mar;y 

* Abulphmrag^uis, mKo vrol<’ in tW year 1 284, cVclaie<?, tbqt thr Moguls, 
i.inc€ the fabulous clt’fcat of Baton, hail »ot 4r,»tacLcd either the Franks or 
Greeks; and of this he is a compeieut.^’itue8s. Haytou, likewise, the Arineniac 
pruicf, celebrates their frientisUip foi himself and his nation. 

t PuchymCr gives a splendid character ^ Cazan Khan, the rival of Cyrm; . 
-ind Alexander (1. xii c. 1.) lu the coneluMon of his history (1. xiii. e. 36 .), he 
\npL^ raurhfiotn the arrival of 3C,00o Tochars or Tartars, who were ordered 
t>v the successor of f’azan to restrain theTuiks of Bithynia, A D. 1308. 

t The origin of the Ottoman dynasty is illustrated by the critical learningof 
M. M. de GuigncH (Hibt. des Huns toin.iv. p. 3‘29~*337 ) and d’Anville (Em- 
pire T arc p. Ur-‘ 22 .), two inhabitants of Pans, fiom whom the Orientals may 
learn tin Ixi’ttory and geography of their own country. 
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Turkman liords, that had attached tliemselves to the sultan"» 
fortune. The bolder and more •powerful chiefs invaded 
Syria, and violated the holy sepulchre of Jerusalem : tlie 
more humble engaged in the service of Aladin, sultan of Ico» 
Ilium; and among these were the obscuie fathers of the 
Ottoman line. I'hey had formerly pitched their tents near the 
southern banks of tlieOxus, in the plains of Mahan and Nesa; 
and it is some^vhat remarkable, that the same spot should 
have produced the fiii^t authors of the Parthian and Turkish 
empires. At the head, or in the rear, of a Karismian army, 
Soliman Shah was drowned in the passage of tlie Euphrates 
his son Orthogrul became the soldier and subject of Aladin, 
urKrestubhbhed at Surgut, on the banks of theSangar, a camp 
of four hundred families or tents, whom he governed fifty- 
two years both in peace and war. He was the father of 
'J'hanian, or Athman, whose Turkish name has been melted 
into the appellation of the caliph Othman ; and if we 
describe that pastoral chief as a shepherd and a roblier, we 
must separate from those characters all idea of ignominy and 
baseness. Othman possessed, and perhaps surpassed, the 
ordinary virtues of a soldier; and the circumstances of 
time and place were propitious to his independence and sue- 
<ess. TheSeljukian dynasty was no more; and the distance 
and decline of the Mogul khans soon enlranchised him fiom 
the control of a superior. He was situate on the verge of 
the Greek empire: the Koran sanctified his gazi, or holy war, 
against the infidels ; and their political errors unlocked the 
passes of mount Olympus, and invited him to descend ipto 
the plains of Bithyiiia. I’ill the reign of Palaeologus, these 
passes had been vigilantly guarded by the militia of the coun- 
try, who were repaid by their own safety and an exemption 
from taxes. The emperor abolished tlieir privilege and assu- 
med their office ; but the tribute was rigorously collected/ 
the cu'^tody of the passes was neglected, and the hardy 
niouutairfeers degenerated into a trembling crowd of pea- 
sants, without spirit or discipline. It was on the twenty- 
seventh of July, in the year twelve hundred and ninety-nine 
of the Christian aera, tliat Othman first invaded the territory 
•f Nicomedia * ; and the singular accuracy of the date seems 

^ee. paebymer, l.x. c. Lxui c.dd, 94. 36.; and coaceraing t)ic 
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to disclose some foresight of the rapid and destructive 
growth of the monster. * The annals of the twenty-seven 
years of his reign would exhibit a repetition of the same 
inroads*, and his liereditary troops were multiplied in each 
campaign by the accession of captives and volunteers. In- 
stead of retreating to the hills, he maintained the most useful 
and defensible posts ; fortified the towns and castles which 
he had first pillaged ; and renounced the pastoral life for tlie 
baths and palaces of his infant capitals. But it was not till 
Othnian was oppressed by age and infirmities, that he recei- 
ved the welcome news of the conquest of Prusa, w^hich had 
bee siirrendered by famine or treachery to the arms of liis 
son Orclian. The glory of Othman is chiefly founded on 
hat of his ^descendants ; but the Turks have transcribed or 
composed a royal testament of his last connsels of justice and 
moderation 

From the conquest of Prusa we may date the true sera 
of the Ottoman empire. The lives and possessions of the 
Christian subjects were redeemed by a tribute or ransom of 
tliirty thousand crowns of gold ; and the city, by the labours 
of Orchan, assun^ed the aspect of a Mahometan capital ; 
Prusa was decorated with a nioscli, a college, and an hospital 
of royal foundation ; the Seljukian coin was changed for the 
name and impression of the new dynasty : and thfe most 
skilful professors, of human and divine knowledge, attract- 
ed I he Persian and Arabian students from tfie ancient schools 
of Oiienlal learning. The oftice of vizir was instituted fur 
Al;idin, the brother of Orclian; and a different habit distin- 


^uard of the inountainn, 1. i. t. 3— <5 . Nicephonis CIregora«, 1 vii. c. 1. and 
the 1st hook of Luoiiu us Chalcoiidyles, the Ath( man. 

* I am ignormit whether the Turks have any wi iters oldtr tlian Maliomct 
II. iioi cau I reach be \ond a me.igre thionicle ( AiiiiaW^ Tuicici ad Annum 
I'Sfio), tj.m^Vatctl by John (Ciudnr, and published by Lruncla\ai»^ad c.ilcem 
l.Qotiie, CluiUond p. 311 — .r>0 ), with copious pandects, oi coniine otaru-s, 
I'he History of the Gioivth and Uecay (A D. noo— losjj of tht Othman 
Cinpiic, vas tianslated into Tiiirlish fimn the 1. atm M's of Di inctnus Caii-- 
teuur, prinit' of Moldavia (( oiidon, '17.14, in U he author is guilty 

of strange hiumi« is m Oiienta! Hibloiy; hut he uas loiivi'isttiii Mitli the 
language, the unmils, and institutions ot the Turks. Cawtenm- paitly diar\>i» 
Ins materials from the Synopsis of Saadi Efi’endi of Ijoi'issn, dedicated m 
the year lt>y(i to sultan IMustaph-s and a valuable abridgment of the oiigi. 
nal historiatis. In one of the Rainldnrs, Dr Johnson praist‘8 Knolles (a ncral 
history of the Turks to the present year, London, 1003) as the ftibt of histQ^ 
rians, unhappy only in the choice of his subject- Yet 1 much doubt whether 
apaitiul and verbose compilation fiom Latin wnters, thutecn Viundrt d folio 
fiuges of speeches and battles, cau cither instruct or anuse aa enlightened age, 
which requires from the Uistonau some tincture- of philosophy and criticism. 
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i:;uished the citizens from the peasants, the Moslems from 
tlie lihidels. All the troops of ©tliman had consisted of 
loose squadrons of Turkman cavalry ; who served without 
])ay and tou^T't witlK)ut discipline: but a regiilar body of 
infantry was first e^tablislied and trained by tlie prudence of 
his son. A great nuuiber of volunteers was enrolled with a 
small stipend, out with the permi^^sion of hvii.g at home, 
unless thev weie suinin uv o lo tlie iicld: their ruth; tnannei's, 
and seditious tenqsa',* disjiosed Oichan to educate ins young 
ra])tives as his soldiers and tiiose of the j)Vophct ; but tlic 
7hirkish peasants W'ere stdi allowi d to mount on horseback, 
and tbilow his standard, w ith the appt llation and the hopc^ of 
j ntl>() 0 U‘fs By tln‘sc aits he foinuai an army of tw'enty-fi\e 
thousand Moslems: a train of hat lei mg engines was fra- 
med for the use of siegc's ; and the lii ,1 successful exjieri- 
ment was made on the (itu‘s of Nice and Nicomedia. Or- 
chan grantf'd a safe-(‘omlnct to all who were desirous of de- 
parting wall their lamilies and cdects; [)ni the widows of 
the shun were given m marriage to the com]uerors ; and the 
sacrilegious plunder, the books, the vases, and the images, 
were sold or ransomed at Con ^tantmoj)le. Idie emperor 
Androniciis the younger was vamiuished and wounded by 
the son of Otiimair^ . he sultdued tin; whole province or 
kingdom of Bitliynia, as far as tlie shoies of ih<t Bospliorus 
and Hellespont, and the Christians confessed tlie justice and 
clemency of a reign, which claimed the voluntary attach- 
» ment of the Tuiks of Asia. ^ et Orchan wais content noth 
the modest Idle of emir; and in the list of Ins compeers, Tlie 
princes of lionm or Ana’oiiat, his nniitary ibrns were sur- 
passed by llie ernns of Ghermian ami Carany^ma, each of 
whom could bung into the field an army of forty thousand 
mc*n. Their dominions ’ivere situate m the heart of the Sel- 
jukian kingdom: Inn the holy wairriors, ihongli of ndbrior 
note, whcf formed iie^^v principalities on the Greek emjiire, -ire 

* Canlacuzene, though he i-^’lates llu* baUh- uiul linoic of ihe younger 

Arwli omens (1 ii c. 6, 7 H ), ciissenihUs by lus sileiKe the lo .** of Prusa, IV ice 
and ?vlicomeclia, which aie faiily coiifesseil b\ Niet phoi us Oie^'oi ’s (1 nil. ir>. 
IX 9 13 XI 0 ) It appt us that IS icf v,as tahtiihv Oicbai.io cr>o, and Nit o- 
media, \u 1339, uhieh ate soim'\»hat dificitul lioin iht' Tnrkxfh (l,dts 

y The paititiou of the luikish eii.tt ^ is t vti h led fioni t’Ao conteinpoi aricE, 
the (-Vfcek Nicephoius (l. mi 1 ) and tl.e Aiabiaii IVIarakesehi (de 

Guj^nco, tom u P. a. p 70,77)- Sec hkcivoe the fust ho’ k of Laoaicuf 
CUukundvjes 

VoL.' VIII. s c 
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tnore conspicuous in the«* light of history. The maritime 
country from the Propontis to the Maeauder and the isle of 
Rhodes, so long threatened and so often pillaged, was finally 
lost about the thirtieth year of Andronicus the elder 
Two Turkish chieftains^ Sanikhan and Aidm, left their 
names to their conquests, and their conquests to their poste- 
rity. The captivity or. rum ort‘ the stven chinches of Asia 
was consummated ; and the baihaious lords of Ionia and 
Lydia still trample on the monuments of classic and Chris- 
tian antiquity. In the loss of Fphesus, the Christians deplo- 
r<*d the fa'l of the first angel, the extinction of tlie ftrstcan-^ 
dlestick, of the revelations f* the desolation is complete; 
and th(' t»‘mple of Diau i, or the church of Mary, Will equally 
elude the search of the curious traveller. The circus and 
three stately theatres of l.aodiroa are now peopled with 
Wolves and foxes; Sardes is reduced to a miserable village ; 
the G(h 1 of Mahomet, without a rival ora son^ is irivoked in 
the moschs of ’^fhyatira and Pergamus ; and the populptw- 
liess ot Smyrna is supported by the foreign trade of the 
Franks and Armenians. Philadelphia alone has been saved 
by prophecy, or courage. At a distance from the sea, Ibr- 
gotten by the em|KTors, encompassed on all sides by th^ 
J'lirks, her valiant citizens defended their religion and free- 
dom al»ovc fourscore years; and at lengtl) capitulated with 
the proudest of the Ottomans. Among tlie Greek colonies 
and chuiches of Asia, Philadelphia is still erect ; a column 
in a scene of niins ; a f)leasing example, that the paths of , 
honour and safety may sometimes be the same. The servi- 
tude of liliodes was delayed above two centuries by the esta^ 
blishrm iit of the knights ot SU John of Jerusalem J : under 
the discipline of the order, that island emerged into fame and 
o[>uience ; the noble and warlike monks were renowned by^ 
land and sea; and the bulwark of Christendom provoked 
and repelled, the ujins of tiie 'Furks and Saracens.* 

♦ Pacli^ mer, l. xui c 13 

t Sff 'I'rnvels of Wheeler and Spoti, of Pococke and Chandler, and more 
parhculai ly Siintl.’h Survey of tlie Sevci. Chinches of Asia, p. i205 — 276 The 
more pious antiqimnes laboui to reevicile the pi onuses and threats of the 
author of the Reielatious with tii , state of the si veu ciftcs. Perhaps 

it would be more prudtuttc rouhue his piedictiuus to the characters ahd events “ 
of his ouii tiiius 

t Coasiilt the ivth book of the liistuire de TOrdre dc Malthc, parl’Abb^de 
Vertot. 'I hat pliasms: writer lietiayshis ignoranrr, in aupposiu^ that Othinan, 
a treebooter of the liilhyiiiau hills, could hcbicgc Rhodes by sea aud land. 
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The Greeks, by their intestiiio> divisions, were the authors 
of tlieir final ruin. During the *civil wars of the elder and 
younger Andronicus, tlie son of Othman atchieved, almost 
without resistance, the conquest of Bithyma ; and the same 
disorders encouraged the Turkish emirs of Lydia and Ionia 
to build a fleet, and to jullage the adjacent islands and the 
sea-coast of Europe. In the defence of his life and honour, 
Cantacuzeiie was tempted to prevent, or imitate his adversa- 
ries ; by calling to liTs aid tlie public enemies of his religion 
and country Amir, tiie son of Aid in, concealed under a 
Turkish garb the humanity and politeness of a Greek; he 
was, united with the great domestic by mutual esteem and 
reciprocal* servict's ; and their friendship is compared^ in the 
vain rhetoric of the times, to the perfect union of Orestes and 
Pylades On the report of the danger of his friend, who 
W'as persecuted hy an ungrateful court, the prince of Ionia 
assembled at >111^ rna a fleet of tJirec hundred vessels, wdth 
an army of twenty nine thousand men; sailed in the depth 
of winter, and cast anchor at the mouth of the Hebrus. 
From thence, with a chosen band of two thousand Turks, he 
marched along the hanks of the river, and rescued the em- 
press, wdio wa^ besieged in Demotica hy the wild Bulgarians, 
At that divsastrous moment, the hie or death of his beloved 
Cantacuzeiie was concealed hy Ins flight into Servia : but the 
grateiui Irene, impatient to behold her deliverer, invited him 
to enter the city, and accompanied her message with a pre- 
, sent ot licli apparel, and ao hundred llorses. By a peculiar 
strain of delicacy, tjie gentle Barbarian refused, in the absence 
of an unforlimate friend, to visit his wife, or to taste the lux- 
uries of the palace ; sufcvtamed in liis tent the rigour of the 
winter; and rejec*ted the hospitable gift, that he might share 
the harddiips ot two thousand companions, all as deserving 
as himself of that honour and distinction. Necessity and 
revenge maght justify his praedatory excursions hy sea and 
land : he leit* nine thousand live hundred men for the guard 
oi liis fleet ; and persevered 111 the fruitless search of Caritacu- 
zene, till his embarkation was hastened by a fictitious letter, 

* Niccpliorus Gregoras lias expatiated with pltiisiirc on this amiable charae-^ 
ter (I xn 7. xiii. 4. lo. xiv 1. 9 xvi. 0 ) Caiitacuzenc speaks witli honour and 
e8tcA‘m,^f 57. 63, 04. 66, 67, 68. 86. 89 9.",, 96.)j but be 

seam^ignorant of his own sentimental passion for the Turk, and indirectly 
denids the possibility of such unnatural fiicudship (1. iv. c. %o.) 

3 C 2 
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the severify of the the eliuiiours of his incle pen dent 

troops, and the wei^dO of* his spoil and cajMives. In the pro- 
secution of the civil war, th(‘ prnut‘ c)f Ionia twice returned 
to I'hirope ; ]omcd his amis with tho e ot the ( mperor ; 
besieged Tinjs^alonica, and llireatened C^aistantinople. Ca- 
lumny might atlix some n'proach on In^ .inpeiliit aid, liis 
hasty departure, and a.hril)eot ten ihei and crowns, hich 
he acce[)ted from the By/antna* cannt , her his fra nd v/as 
satisfied ; and the comluct oi Aniir h' c' cn^i d hv tlie more 
sacred duty of (h leiuliiig against llu Ldtm- hi^ heixiitary 
dominions. The mar.time po\\er of d'nrk.^ had united 
the pope, the king of CvpriH, the republic ot \ ^mce, and 
the order of St. John, in a laudable crii^afle; their gallics 
invaded tin* coast ot Ionia; an! Ainir was slam with an 
arrow, in tlie attempt to wie^-t from die Uhodian knights the 
citadel of Srriyma^. Before hi.s death, lie generously rt com- 
mended jinotln'i* ally of his own iiation; not more sincere 
or zealous than himself, but mou' able to aflord a jiiompt 
and po'werfni sneepur, by his sitnalion along t)ie Propontis 
and in the iVont of Com^tantmoplc. J^y the prospi ct of a 
rnore advantageous treaty, tlie 'rnrkisli prince of Bithynia 
was detached from his (.ngagements with Anne of Savoy ; and 
the pride of Orclian dictated the rno^t solemn prote stations, 
tliat if he could obtain the elaughter of Cantacuzene, he would 
invariably fulhl thv duties of a subject and a son. Parental 
tenderness was silenced by the voice of ambition; the Greek 
clergy connived at the marriage of a Christian princess wMth 
a sectary of Mohomet; and the fatlier of I'lieodora describes, 
w jth shainei’ul satisfaction, the dishonour of the purjde f. A 
body of I’urkish cavalry attended the ambassadors, wlio dib- 
embaiked from thirty vessels before his camp of Selyhria. A 
stately pavilliou wais erected in which the em[)ress Irene 
passed the night with her daugditers. In tlie morning, 
Theodora ascended a tliroiie, which was burrounded with 

* After the conquest of Smyrna by the I.atins, the defence of this for- 
trcs‘j Has iinpo'^ed i»y i»ope Gregory \l on the kniglitb ol Rhodes (sec Ter- 
tot i. V ). 

1 See Cantaeuzenns, 1 m c q'S Nieepboi ns Gu goras, who, foi the liglit 
of mount Thahor, hiands the empei'or hUU the names of tsTant and Herod, ex- 
cns(s, rather than blames, this Turkisii manuiiie, and .illeges ihe passion and 
power of Orchaii, tyyiroc.T^'^, xai r-n ^vv(T{jt.si cevrav ri^rt 

C'i’mkvth) oTrfcpaipwv TarpxTrx; (I xv 5 ). He afterwards celebrates hi^l ing- 
dohi and aruues. See lus reigu m Cantcmir, p. 24—30. *' 
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curtains of silk anti ^old ; the ttoops were uiKlerarms; but 
the emperor alone was on liorsebaek. At a signal the cur- 
tains were siuidenl}^ withdiawn, to disclose the bride, or the 
\ictiin, encircled b} kia t ling eunuchs and hynicna^al torches; 
the sound of dates and timn[)ets proclaimed the joyful event; 
and her pretended happmos was the theme of the nuptial 
song, which was chaunted by sucli jioets as the age could 
produce. Witliont ttic ulcs of the church, Theodora WTis 
delivered to her barhaious lord ; l:>ut it had been stipulated, 
that slie should juv'erve her religion in tlie harain of Bursa ; 
and her father celebiates hercliaiily and devotion in this 
amlnguous situation. Alter Ins piac<ful establishment on 
the throne ol Constantinople, the Gieeh emjjeror visited his 
Turknli ally, who with tour sons, by \arious wives, cx[)ccted 
liim at Sciitaii,on tlic Asiatic sliore. The two princes par- 
took, Willi seeming coidicdity, ot the pleasures of the banquet 
and tlie chaee ; and i iieodoia was peimitted to repass the 
Bosphorus, and to enjoy some days in tiie* socKdy of her 
mother. But the friendship of Orchan was subservient to 
his religion and iiituie^t; an<l in the Genoese war he joined 
witlionta l)lu‘.h the cneuiic> of Cantacuzene. 

In tlie treaty with the empiess Anne, the Ottoman prince 
had inseited a sinouLir condition, tlnit it should be lawful lor 
him to sell his piiscinei^ at Cijiislantmople, or tianspoit lliem 
into Asia. A naked ciowd of' Chnsliaiis of both sext's and 
cvciy age, ol piicsts aiul monks, of maiions and viigms, was 
exposed m the public maiket; the whip was licajucntly used 
to quicken the chanty of icdein[)tioii ; and the indigent 
Greeks (leploicd the fate (»f their bictliKui, wiio were Jed 
awav to tlie wot St evils of temporal and s[)iiilual bondage'^'. 
Cantacuzene was icduced to subsciibc the same terms; and 
their execution must have been stdl more pcimciijiis to the 
empire: a body of ten tliousand Tmks iiad been detached lo 
tlie assistaifce of the empress Anne ; but the entire forces of 
Qrcluui wxne exerted in tlie service of his father. Yet these 
caltonities were of a transient natuie; as soon as the storm 
liad’passed away, the fugitives might return to their habita- 
tions; and at the conclusion of tlie civil and foieign wars, 

* frfost lively and concise picture of tins captivity, may be found in 

tlie lii^oryof Ducas (c. 8.),'v^'ho fairly dri»cribe8 what Cautacuzene confess^ 
with a g^uiUy'Idusb I 
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Europe was completely e\’aruated by the Moslems of i\sia. 
It was in liis last quarrel with his pupil that Cantacnzenc 
inflicted the deep and deadly w^ound, which could never be 
healed by his successors, and which is poorly expiated by his 
theological dialogues against the prophet Mahomet. Igno*» 
rant ol* their own history, the inodeis Turks conlound their 
first and their final passage ot'lhe Hellespont*, and describe 
the son of Oichan as a nocturnal robber, who, with eighty 
companions, explores by stiatagem an hostile and unknown 
shore. Solimari, at the head of ten thousand iioise, was 
liansported in the ves'^cls, and entertained as the friend ot 
the Gieek emperor. In the civil wars of Romania, he peiv 
formed some service, and pci petrated more mischief; hut 
the Cue rsoiicsus was ins^‘nsibl3’ filled with a I’uikish colony ; 
and the BwaiiUine emut solicited in vain the restitution of 
tla' fortiesses oi Thrace. Alter some a ilfnl delays between 
die Ottoman piince and his son, then lansom was valucfl at 
Sixty tlioju^and ckovvi:.'., and the first payment had Ikcu made, 
when an eaithquake shook liie walls and cities of the pto- 
vinces; the dismantled places were occupied by the Tuiks; 
and (hdhjjoli, the key of the Hellespont, was lebuilt and 
repeopled by the policy of Soliraan. T he abdication of 
Cantacuzene dissolved the feeble bands of domestic alliance ; 
and Iiie last advice admonished Ids countrymen todeeliiee a 
rash contest, and to conifiare their own weakness with the 
jiumhers and valour, the discipline and enihusiasm, of the 
IMosIems. His pjudent counsels were despised by the hcad- 
sUong vanity ol youth, and soon justified by the victories of 
tlie Ottomans. But as he piact'sed in the field the exercise 
of the jivid, tollman was killed by a fall from Ins horse; ami 
tile agt'd Oiehaii wept and expired on the tomb of Ins valiatH 
aon. 

But the Gieeks had not time to lejoice in the death of 
their enemies; anri the I'uikish se\ mfetar was w'lelded with 
the same spirit Amurath the first, the son of Oichan and 
the brother of Soliman. By the pale and fainting light of 

* In this passap^e, a:u1 llu* first ronfjucst'^ in Europe, Cant<*niir (p 97, &C ) 
a niiscr’ihle irli a of his l’uiki‘'h jijuuirs nor am 1 much better satisfird 
uith Ch.iU ondylt s ( I i. p 19, ^c) Thrv forj^et lo consult the rao§t ay ilheutic 
record, tin* nth book of Caiitinu/erte 1 like^use regret th(< last bOoK^, which 
«r4' 4011 luuAu&ciipt, of Nieephoi us (jiiegoros. , ^ 
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tlie Byzantine annals*, we carf^discern, tliat he subdued 
without resistance the wliole province of Romania or Thrace, 
from the Hellespont to mount Haemus, and tlie verge of the 
*capital; and that Adrianople was chosen for the royal seat 
of his government and religion in Europe. Constantinople, 
whose dceiine is almost coi'val with her foundation, had 
oftfn, in llie lapse of a thousand ^ears, l>een assaulted by 
the Barbaiians of tli^ East and West; but never till this 
fatal hour had the Greeks been surrounded, both in Asia and 
Europe, by tiie arms of the same hostile mouarchy. Yet 
the prudence or generosity of Amurath postponed for awhile 
tjiis conquest; and his pride was satisfied with tlie fre- 
quent and humble attendance of the emperor John Pala>olo- 
gus and his four sons, wlio followed at his summons ilie 
couit and camp of tlie Ottoman prince. He marched 
against the Sclavonian nations beiwecn the Danube and the 
Adriatic, the Bulgarians, Servians, Bosnians, and Albanians ; 
and these warlike tribes, wlio had so often iii^Liltcd the 
majesty of the empiie, weie re()eatedly broken by his de- 
structive inroads. Their connines did not abound either in 
gold or Sliver; nor were their rustic hamlets and townships 
enriched by commerce, or dccoiatcd by the arts of luxuiy. 
But the natives of the soil have l)cen distmguijshed in cveiy 
age by their hardiness of mind and body; and they were 
conveited by a piudent institution into the firmest and most 
laithfu! supporters of the Ottoman gicatncssi^ The vizir of 
•Amurath reminded his sovereign, that, accoiding to the 
Mahometan law, he was entitled to a fifth pait of the spoil 
and captives; and tiiat the duty might easily be levied, if 
vigilant ofiieei's weie stationed at Gallipoli, to wat( li the 
})assage, and to select for his use the stoutest and most 
beautiful of the Christian youth. The advice was follo\^ed; 
the edict was proclaimed; many thousands of the European 
captives wt?ie educat(?d in religion and aims; and new 
militia was consecrated and named by a etdebrated dervish. 
Standing in llie front of their lanks, he stretched the sleeve 
of hi3 gown over the Ik ad of the foiemost soldier, and his 

♦ After the conclu‘'ion of C.uitacuzcne and Grepora*?, there follows a dark • 
hundred jears. George I'liranza, Michuel Dutus, and Laouicus 
Cbalcoiij^rtffi, all three wrote after the taking of Constantinople 

f Stfe Cant^uiii, p 37—41 with laige and curious airuotatioiis. ^ 
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blessing was delivered in tjfese words: Let them be called 
janizaries^ {Yengi chcri, or new soldiers) ; may their coun- • 
tenances be ever bright 1 their hand victorious ! their 
sword keen ! may their spear always hang over the heads 
oF their enemies ! and wheresoever they go, may they 
return with ^zekite face^ !’' Such was the oiigin of these 
haughty troops, the terren* of the nations, and soinetime^^itof 
the sultans themselves. Tlieir valour iias declined, their 
discipline is lelaxcd, and their tumultuary array is incapable 
of contending with the order and weapons of modern tac-» 
tics; but at the time of their institution, they possessed a 
decisive superiority in war; since a regular body of infantry, 
in constant exercise and pay, was not rnaintaincd by any of 
the princes ol’ Chi istendom. Tlie Janizanes fought with 
the zeal of proselytes against their ido/afrons countiymen ; 
and in the battle of Cossova, the league and independence 
of the Sclavonian tubes was finally crushed. As the con- 
queior walked over the field, he observed tliat the gicatest 
part of the slain consisted of beardless youths; and listened 
to tlie flattering reply of his vizir, that age and wusdoni 
would have taught them not to oppose Ins ii lesistible arms. 
But the sword of his Janizaries could not delend him from 
the dagger of despair; a Servian soldier started from the 
crowd of dead bodies, and Amuiath was [iicrced in the belly 
with a mortal wound. The grandson of Othuian was mild 
in his temper, modest in his appaiel, and a lover of learning 
apd viituc; but the I^Ioslems weie scandalised at his absence 
from public worship : and he was corrected by the firmness 
of the mufti, who daied to i eject his testimony in a civil 
cause: a mixture of scivitude and fieedom not unfiequent 
in oriental history 

The character of Hajazet, the son and successor of Amu- 
rath, is strongly cxprcs^ed in his surname of Ildcrirny or the 

lightning; and he might glory in hn epilhetj which w'as 

• 

FF/zi/e and face are common ant] proverbial expressions of praise and 
reproach in the Tnrlvj‘>h language. Hic niger tst, huuc tu Komane cave“^o, m as 
likcM'i^e a Latin sentence. 

t See the life ami I’cath of Morad, or Ainurath I. in Caiitcmir (p 33—45 
the 1st book of Chalcondylcs, and the AnnalesTurcici of Leunclavin<i Accord-* 
ing to ahotliM story, the KuUan was stabbed by a Croat in bis tent: and^ this 
r.tcident uus alleged to Bushequins (Epist. i p.98.) as an excuse unwor- 

thy pircautiou of pinioning, as it were, between two attendants^ 
tioi's arms, \sheulie is introduced to the royal presence. « 
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drawn fiom llie fici) energy of li« soul and the rapidity of 
liis dcstiLK'tive march. In the I’ourteen years of his reign 
he incessantly moved at the head of fiis armie^, from Boursa 
lb Adnanoplc, from tlie Danube to the Eupiiraies; and, 
though he sueiiiujubly laboured for the propagation of the 
law, he invaded, vvuh nnpaitial ambition, the Chiibtian and 
MaJipom(tan princes of Einope and Asia. From Angora to 
Amasia and Fizeroum, tlie noiihern legions of Anatolia 
were reduced to his obetlience: he stiipped of their heiedi- 
tary possessions, his biothcr emirs of Ghermian and Carama- 
nia, of Aidin and Sarukhan ; and after the conquest of 
Iconipm, the anedent kingdom of the Seljukians again 
revived in the Ottoman dynasty. Nor weie the conquests of 
Bajazet less rapid or important in Euroj'.c. No sooner had 
he imposed a icgular foim of servitude on the Servians and 
Bulgarians,, than he passed the Danube to seek new enemies 
and new subjects in the heart of Moldavia f* Whatever 
yet adhered to the Greek empire in Thrace, Macedonia, and 
Thessaly, acknowledged a I'urkish master: an obsequious 
bishop led him through the gates of Thermopylai into 
Greece; and we may observe, as a singular fact, thar the 
widow of a Spanish chief, who possessed the ancient seat of 
the oracle of Delphi, deserved his favour by the sacrifice of 
a beauteous daughter. Tlie Tuikibh communication between 
Europe and Asia had beeen dangeious and doubtful, till he 
stationed at GaHi[Joli a fleet of galhes, to command the 
irelles|>ont and intercept the Latin suc(i>oiirs of Constanti- 
•wiople. \Fbile the monarch indulged his passions in a"" 
boundless range of injustice and cruelly, he imposed on his 
soldieis the most rigid laws of modesty and abstinence ; and 
the harvest was peaceably reaped and sold within the 
piecincts of his camp. Provoked by tlie loose and corrupt 
administiation of justice, be collected in a house the judges 
aud lawyers .of his dominions, who expected that in a few 
moments the fire wmuld be kindled to reduce them to ashes. 

. ♦ The reififn Bajazet I. or Ilderim Bayazid, is contained in Cantemir 
(p 4G.) the iid book of Clialcondyles, and the Annales Turcici The surname 
or Ilderim, or lightning, is an example, that the comiuernrM and poets of every 
have, the truth of a system which derives the sublime fiom the priuciH* 
pie of tenor. 

t Cant^^Biir.^ who celebrates the victoiies of the great Sfrphen over the 
Turks (p. had composed the ancient and inoderu state of Ins principality 
nf 1VIo1d''.iH, uhkrh has been long promised and is still unpublished. 
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His ministers trembled i(i silence : but an iEtliiopian buffoon 
presumed to insinuate the true cause of the evil; and future 
venahly was left without excuse, by annexing an adequate 
Salary to (he office of cadlii The humble title of eiiin* 
was no longer buita[)Ie to the Ottoman greatness ; and Baja- 
zet condescended to accept a patent of sultan from the 
caliphs who sei ved inT.gypt under the yoke of the M’ama- 
Jukes f ; a last and frivolous homage.that w'as yielded by forcQ 
toopinioii; by tbcTinkish conquciois to the house of Abbas 
anti the successoisof theAi<ibian prophet. Theambition of 
the sultan was irffiamul hy tlu‘ obligation of deserving this 
august title; and he turned his arms against the^kingdorrt of 
Hungary, tlie perpetual theatre of the Turkish victories and 
del'eats. Sigisinorid, the Hungarian king, v^'as the son and 
brother (ff tlie <‘inperor> of tlie Webt : his cause was that of 
Europe and the church: and, on tlie report of his dangeri 
the bravest knights of France and Germany were eager to 
march under lus standard and that of the cross. In the 
battle of Nico))olis, Bajazet defeated a confederate army of 
an hundred thousand Chri.4ians, who had proudly boasted, 
that ^if the sky should lall they could uphold it on their 
lances. 'I'he far grvatt'r part were slain or driven into the 
Danube; and Sigisinond, escaping to Constantinople by the 
river and the Black bca, returned after a long circuit to his 
exhausted kingdom In the pride of victory Bajazet 
threatened that lie would besiege Buda ; that he wmuld 
subdue the adjacent countries of Germany and Italy: alid 
that lie would tbed his horse with a bushel of oats on the 
altar of St. Peter at Rome. His progress was checked, not 
by the miraculous intcvjiosition of the apostle ; not by a cru- 
sade of the Christian powers, but hy a long and painful fit 
of the gout. 1'he disonlers of the moral, aie sometimes cor- 

* Leiinclat’. Animl Tniciti, p 318, 310. ^Tlie venality of the cadhis ha;: 
Jon^ been an object of sraiK^al anti aatirc; and if wc din^^rilst the obiter vtttKiiis 
of our tiavdlers, iiia\ cojisiCt the loclings of the Tuiks themselves (ii’Her- 
bilot, Bibiiot OnentJilo, p 2115,917 929, 230 ). 

t The f.u t, uluch iR rutohted b\ the *\iubjc history of Ben Schounth, a coA- 
feinpoiMiy Synan (de Hist des lluns, tom. iv. p. 33b ), destroyt. the 

Icstminiiy of Saad Eftcndi and Cantenm (p. 14, 15 ), of the election of Olfv^ 
man to tno dii(iiit\ of snllan. ’ ^ 

I See the Decade-? Keruin Hunt^aricarum (Dec. iii.l. ii, p. 379 ^ of Bonfl- 
ti*ms, an It 'liun, vho, lu the x%t!ijeci.tury, n as invited into BV’jp’cary to com- 
pose an elofpieni historj of that kni^doni. Yet, if it be extant aii«<idoesaible, 
€ i should jj;nc the pulcicnce to some homely chionicie of tlieUiuie and country. 
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recteJ by those of the physical world : and an acrimonious 
humour falling on a single fibre »f one man, may prevent 
or suspend the misery of nations- 

- Such is the general idea of the Hungarian war ; but the dis-- 
astrous adventure of the French has procured us some memo- 
rials which illustrate the victory and character of Btijazei *. 
The duke of Burgundy, sovereign of Flanders, and uncle of 
Cllirles the sixth, yielded to tlje ardour of his son, John count 
of Nevers ; and the fearless youth was accompanied by four 
princes, hh cousins, and those of the French nionarch. Their 
inexperience was guided by the sire dc Coucy, one of the best 
and oldest captains of Christendom f ; but the constable, 
admiral, and marshal of France commanded an army wdiich 
did not exceed the number of a thousand knights and squires. 
These splendid names were the source of presumption and 
the bane of discipline. So niany might aspiie to command, 
that none were willing to obey ; their national spirit despised 
both their enemies and their allies; and in the persuasion that 
Bajdzet u'ould fly, or must fall, they began to compute how 
soon they should visit Constantinople, and deliver the holy 
sepulchre. When their scouts announced the approach of 
the Turks, the gay and thoughtless youths wrre*^r table, 
already heated with wine; they instantly clasped their ar- 
mour, mounted their horses, rode full speed to the vanguard, 
and resented as an alfrorit the advice .of Sigismond, which 
would have deprived them of the right and honour of the*^ 
foremost attack. The battle of- Nicopolis would not have 
been lost, if the French would have tbeyed the prudence of 

♦ I should not complain of the labour of this work, if niy matc*rial8 were 
always derived fiom such books as the chioiiicU' of honest Froissaid (vo). iv. 
c. 67. 69. 72. 74. 79-^93 9 r> 87. 89 ), who lead little, enquired inu«h» and 
believed all. The ovia^inal Memoirs of the'iifiarof hal tie Boncicault (Hictie i. 

c^2S 28 .) add some facts, but they are dry and delicieiit, if coqjjiarSdwith 

»lhe pleasant garrulity of Fioissaid 

t An accuiate mcxnoir on the life of Enquerrand VII. sire rOoucy, has 
bceu given by the baron dc Zurlauben (Hist, de I’Academie ties In'=:riptions, 
tom. XXV.). ^His rank and, possessions were equally considerrblc m France and 
England; and,, in 1375 , he led an army of adventurers into Switzerland, to 
Tecover a larpe patrimony which he claimed in rij;lit of his grandmother, tlie 
daughter of the empeior Albert I. of Austria (Sinner, Voyage dans la Suisse 

Occidentale, tom. 1 . p. 118— 124,), * i 

X That military office, so respectable at present, was still more conspicuous 
when it W'as divided between two peisons (Daniel, Hist, de la Milice Fran^oise, 
tom. 11.- p 5 ). One of these, the marshal of the crusade, was the famous Bouci- 
cauU, who afterwards defended Constaiitmople, governed Genoa, invaded 
eoadt o^sia, and died in the held of Azuicour. 
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the Hungarians ; but it might have been gloriously won, had 
the Hungarians imitated the valour of the French. I’hey 
dispersed the first line, consisting of the troops of Asia ; 
forced a rampart of stakes, which Iiad been planted against;) 
the cavalry; broke, after a bloody conHict, the Janizaries 
themselves ; and were at length overwhelmed by the nume- 
rous squadrons that issued from the woods, and charged 
all sides this handful of intrepid warriors Irr the speed dnd 
secrecy of his inarch, in the order and evolutions of the bat- 
tle, his enemies fejt and admired the military talents of Baja- 
zet. They accuse liis cruelty in the use of victory. After 
reserving the count of Nevers, and lour-and-tw^enty lords, 
whose birth and riches were attested by his Latin interpreters,* 
the remainder of the French caj^tives, who had survived the 
slaughter of the day, led before his throne ; and, as they 
refused to abjure their faith, were successively beheaded in 
Lis presence. 

The sultan was exasperated by the loss of his bravest Ja- 
nizaries ; and if it be true, that, ou the eve of the engage- 
ment, the French had massacred their Turkish prisoners 
they might impute to themselves the consiquences of a just 
retaliation. A knight, whose life had been spared, was per- 
mitted to return to Paris, that he might relate the deplorable , 
tale, and solicit the ransom of the noble captives In the 
mean wdiile, the count of Nevers, with the princes and batons 
of France, were dragged along in the marches of ttie Turk- 
isli camp, exposed as^ a grateful trophy to the Moslems of 
Ear.ope and Asia, and strictly confined at Boursa, as often as 
Bajazet resided in his capital. The sultan was pressed each 
day to expiate with their blood the blood c4*his martyrs ; but 
he had pronounced that they should live, a^either for mercy 
or destruction his word was irrevocable. He was assured of 
their value and importance by the return of the messenger,' 
and the gifts and intercessions of the kings of Fraijce and of 
Cyprus. Lusignan pp«fiented him with a gold ^alt cellar of 
curious workmanship, and of the price of ten thousand du- 
cats ; and Charles the sixth dispatched, by the way of Him- 
^ary^.^a cast of Norwegian hawd^s, and six horse-loads of 
'$carlet cloiLy bf fine linen of Rheims, and of Arras tapestry, 
th^ ' ' of the great Alexander* Aftej much 

odious <acL the Abb '’ertot quotes the Hist. Anoujmede^t. 

^ Denys, ' c. lo, li. (Ordre d<* Multi. <ow. li. p. 310 .). 
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delay, the effect of distance rath^ than of art, Bajazet agreed 
to accept a ransom of two hundred thousand ducats for the 
count of Nevers and the surviving princes and barons : the 
marshal Boucicaiilt, a famous warrior, was of the number of 
the fortunate; but the admiral of France had been slain iti 
the battle ; and the constable, with the sire de Coucy, died 
igiythe prison of Boursa. I'his heavy demand, wdiich 
dduhied by inridenlal costs, fell cliietly on the duke of Bur- 
gundy, or rather on llis Flemish subjects, who \vere bound by 
the feudal laws to contribute for the knighthood and captivity 
of the eldest son of their lord. For the faithful discharge of 
the debt, some merchants of Genoa gave secunty t6 the 
^amount of five times the sum ; a lesson to those warlike 
times, that commerce and credit are the links of the society 
of nations. It had been stipulated in the treaty, that the 
French captives should swear never to bear arms against the 
person of their conqueror; but the ungenerous restraint was 
abolished by Bajazet himself. I despise,” said he, to the 
heir of Burgundy, thy oaths and lliy arms. 7'hou art 
young, and mayest Le ambitious of effacing the disgrace 
and misfortune of thv first chivaliy. Assemble^<^>y^pow- 
ers, proclaim thy design, and be assured that Bajazet will 
rejoice to meet thee a second time in a field of battle.'* 
Before their' departure, they were indulged in the freedom 
and hospitality of the court of Boursa. The French princes^ 
admired the magnificence of the Ottoman, whose hunting 
and hawking equipage was composed pf seven tho*usand hunts- 
men and seven thousand falconers In thtjir presence, •and 
at his command, the belly of one of his chamberlains was cut 
open, on a complaint against him for drinking the goat's milk 
of a poor woman. The strangers were astonished by this 
act of justice ; but it was the justice of a sultan who disdains 
fo balance the weight of evidence, or to mcasuie the degrecf? 
of guilt. ^ 

After Ilia enfranchisement from an oppressive guardian, 
'John Palaeologus remained thirty-six years, the helpless, and„ 

* Sberefeddin Ali dc Timour Bee, !. v, ic. 13.) allows Bajazet a rounid 

* fiumbts' ot 1 olhetrs and servantH of the cluice. A part of liici spoils waf 
afterwards displaced in a hrnting^ match of Timour: i. hounds with saftin 
houlsinp^-^ 2. leopards with collars set with jewels; 3. Grecian greyhounds; 
aiidy^ ‘tfogs fiom Euiope, as strong as African lions (idem,! vi. c. 15.)* 
Bajazet pailiculaily fond of flying his hawks at cranes (€halcon4y]e«9 
1. ii. p. 35.). 
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^rgy^l ^b^idl#t^iiour pf lib^ of tb© Romm^i,, Andip^ 

niPllis* u)]i 9 ^Jkiesrt bad formed, at Adrianpp[e, an intimate 

aii||jgutliy fdendi^ip with S^ozes, the son of Amurath; and 
the ti*rp yoatlie copspiied agaipat the antliarity and lives of 
theb* p«iieot«* Tlie presence of Amurath in, Europe sown 
disQOVWd and dissipated their rai>h counsels^ and, after de- 
nSawps of his sight, the Ottoman tiixeatened his ivas-^ 
sal with th© treatialeutof an accomplice and an enemyipnles^ 
he infocted a similar punishment on his own son. Pala^oto- 
gus Irenibled and^obeyed j apd a cruel precaution involved* jn% 
the same Sf^ntence the childhood- and innocence of John the 
ion <d* 4ihe wminuh .But the operation was so mildly^ or so 
unskilfoUiy, performedf that the one. retained the sight of aiv 
cye,»liiwl the ptlier was afflicted only with the infirmity of 
equinting-i Thus excluded from the succession, thp two 
princes wore confined in the tower of Anema,and tho pie^y 
pf Manuel# the eecorid son of the. reigning monarch# was 
rcwai’/flfiAjWith the gift of the Imperial crown. But at the 
fctid of two years, tlie turbulence of the Eatins and the levity 
of the Greeks produced a revolution ; and the two emperors 
were buried in Ae tower from whence the two prj^ners v^ere 
.^jexal|ed to, the throne. Another period of two years afforded 
Pak©j(>Jogu$ and Manuel the means of escape : it was c^tri- 
ved by the magic or subtlety of a monk, who was al tersely 
naned the angel or the devil : they fled to Scutari ; their 
adhterents armed in their cause ; and the two Byzantine fac- 
tions displayed the Wibitipn and animosity with which Caesar 
and Bompey had disputed the empire of the world-^ The 


Boimpl wodd was mw contracted to a corner of Thrac?e, be- 
tween ibe Bropoatis and the Black j||^ about fifty miles ia \ 
length and. thirty in breadth; a s^fse of ground not more 
exfmfsim the lesser principa&es of Germany ^r Italy# 
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